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Press Release

President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
H.E. U Min Aung Hlaing to make Official Visit to Kingdom of Thailand

At the invitation of Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Thailand His Excellency Mr. Anutin Charnvirakul, President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
His Excellency U Min Aung Hlaing will pay an Official Visit to the Kingdom of Thailand in the near future.
During the visit, the President of Myanmar will meet with the Prime Minister of Thailand and hold bilateral talks, meet with the Acting President of the
National Assembly of the Kingdom of Thailand. Additionally, the President will receive representatives from economic organizations and will attend the

During the visit, the President will engage in cordial and open exchange of views to the further consolidation of the existing friendly relations and implementation
of mutually beneficial cooperation in economic, cultural, and other areas between the two governments and peoples.
The President will be accompanied by Union Ministers and officials during the visit.

Myawady

Some EAOQOs transport online scam/gambling operators by vehicle in Kyaukkhut

area to Myanmar-Th

NAY PYI TAW August 3

The government has taken
steps to eliminate online scams
and gambling by actively placing
a special emphasis on eliminat-
ion and prevention of them from
taking their bases in Myanmar
in cooperation with neighbour-
ing countries, regional countr-
ies and international organizat-
ions.

Anewsreport was released on
27 July that Tatmadaw columns,
taking regional security mea-
sures in Myawady Township
in Kayin State in doing so, en-
gaged in fighting with so-called
KNLA and PDF terrorist insur-
gent alliance groups, which
have provided shelter to online
scam/gambling operators
for fees, leading to the arrest of
777 individuals including 620
male Chinese citizens, 11 fe-
male Chinese citizens,three
female Thai citizens, 32 male
Myanmar citizens and 111

ai border for fees

Documentary photos showing illegal transportation of illegal online scam and gambling operators around Kyaukkhut Village in Myawady Township in Kayin
State by some EAOs for fees.

female citizens and seizure of
one star link dish, 85 assorted
computer sets and 183 assorted
phones used in online scams/
gambling.

The detainees were reporte-
dly transported to Myawady
and are being interrogated in
accordance with the law, rules
and regulations. On completion
of interrogation, action will be
taken against them effectively

and severely in accordance with
the existing laws and seized
paraphernalia will be dealt
with in accordance with rules
and regulations.
Furthermore, it was learnt
that about 210 foreign citizens
who were involved in online
scams/gambling in Kyaukkhut
Village in Myawady Township
were transported by vehicle
by some EAOs by charging

fees along Kyaukkhut-Wallay
route to Myanmar-Thai border,
about 2,600 meters southwest
of Wallay, on 17 and 18 July to
enable them to return to their
relevant countries via Thailand
and they fled to Thailand by
crossing the border.

The government has been
actively cooperating with neigh-
boring and regional countries
and international organizations

to expose and take action aga-
inst those who are involved in
online scams and gambling and
pull the strings behind the scene
effectively and severely. More-
over, measures are being taken
to repatriate foreigners who
were in trouble due to various
reasons and trafficked foreig-
ners to their relevant countries
as soon as possible.

100

Yinmabin District sees cultivation of more than 80,000 acres of pigeon pea

YINMABIN August 3

Local authorities set a plan
to cultivate 88,520 acres of
pigeon pea as monsoon crops
in Yinmabin District of Sagaing
Region this monsoon, according
to the district Agriculture De-
partment.

During the 2026-2027 monsoon
cropping season, Yinmabin Dis-
trict plans to cultivate pigeon pea
on a total of 88,520 acres across

its townships. The township-wise
targets are 20,310 acres in Yin-
mabin Township, 15,393 acres
in Kani Township, 30,805 acres
in Salingyi Township, and 22,012
acres in Pale Township. The
pigeon pea crop will be planted
from June through September
this year.

“This year, during the monsoon
cropping season, Yinmabin Dis-
trict is targeting the cultivation of

more than 88,000 acres of pigeon
pea. Planting will begin within
this June. Efforts will be made
to ensure that the targeted acre-
age is fully achieved. Measures
are also being undertaken to
ensure good yields in pigeon
pea cultivation. Farmers grow
pigeon pea both as a sole crop
and as an intercropped crop,”
said Daw Sanda Moe, Head of the
Yinmabin District Department

of Agriculture.

This year, the respective town-
ship agriculture departments
in Yinmabin District will con-
duct field-based awareness and
education activities for pigeon
pea growers, including guidance
on the selection and cultivation
of quality seed varieties, correct
cultivation methods, pest pre-
vention, and ways to improve
crop yields.

The township agriculture de-
partments in Yinmabin District
are also sharing techniques
with pigeon pea farmers on com-
bining urea and borax applicat-
ions in order to reduce the cost
of purchasing foliar fertilizers.
The use of urea and borax not
only lowers cultivation costs but
also helps protect plants from
pests and promotes healthy crop
growth. SK
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ICRC

Resident RepfesentatiVe

RN -

to Myanmar Meets
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi

NAY PYI TAW August 3

Mr. Arnaud de Baecque, the ICRC Resident Representative
to Myanmar, met with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi this morning.

Myawady
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Local farmers to grow more than 19,000 acres of
Sterculia versicolor plants in Monywa Township

MONYWA August 3

Local farmers are preparing
to grow 19,070 acres of Sterculia
versicolor plants in Monywa
District of Sagaing Region this
year, according to the district
Agriculture Department.

During the 2026-2027 mon-
soon crop cultivation season,
Monywa District is targeting
the cultivation of 19,070 acres
of Sterculia versicolor plants
across the townships. The
township-wise targets are 237
acres in Monywa Township,
2,595 acres in Budalin Town-
ship, 15,683 acres in Ayadaw
Township, and 555 acres in
ChaungU Township, according
to reports.

“This year, during the mon-
soon cultivation season, Mon-
ywa District has targeted
the cultivation of 19,070 acres
of Sterculia versicolor plants.
Efforts will be made to ensure
that the targeted acreage is fully
achieved. Sterculia versicolor
plants are drought-resistant;
it can be grown in various soil
types, and is also a tropical
forest species. It can thrive in
areas with low rainfall and
rocky upland terrain. Therefore,
cultivation of Letphew can be
expanded in such regions,” said
Dr Tin Mar Mar Oo, Head of the
District Department of Agricul-
ture in Monywa District.

The Department of Agricul-

ture is also encouraging Stercu-
lia versicolor plants growers
to cultivate the crop using
chemical-free GAP practices.
Letphew produced from farms
cultivated under GAP methods
will be issued GAP certification,
andbecause the cropis produced
with reduced chemical use, it
is expected to gain stronger
market acceptance compared
to conventionally grown Sterculia
versicolor plants.

In addition, the Department
of Agriculture will cooperate
with the merchants association
to help increase Sterculia ver-
sicolor yields and improve mar-
ket access for the crop.

SMK

Plan underway to grow more than
24,000 acres of rainfed sesame

PWINTBYU August 3

Pwintbyu Township Depart-
ment of Agriculture stated that
local authorities earmarked
cultivation of 24,720 acres of
sesame as monsoon crop in
Pwintbyu Township of Magway
Region this year.

During this year’s monsoon
crop cultivation season, Pwinthyu
Township is targeting the culti-
vation of 24,720 acres of sesame,
with planting activities schedul-
ed to begin in June this year.

“This year, during the mon-
soon cultivation season in
Pwintbyu Township, we have
targeted planting more than
20,000 acres of sesame. We will
carry out measures to ensure
that the designated cultivation
acreage is fully achieved. Efforts
are also being made to ensure

sufficiency in edible oil con-
sumption and to enhance the
production capacity of oil crops.
We will help farmers cultivate
quality oilseed crops in accord-
ance with GAP practices,” said
Daw Moe Moe Wai, Head of the
Township Department of Agri-
culture in Pwintbyu Township.

In Pwintbyu Township, during
this year’s monsoon crop culti-
vation season, staff from the
Township Department of Agri-
culture will conduct field sup-
ervision and awareness acti-
vities for sesame growers to
ensure successful crop produc-
tion, prevent pest and disease
infestation, promote correct
cultivation methods, encourage
the use of high-yield seed varie-
ties, and maintain weed-free
fields. SK

Sagaing Township plans to grow more than
43,000 acres of green gram this year

SAGAING August 3

Statistics of Sagaing Town-
ship Agriculture Department
indicated that local farmers
will cultivate more than 43,000
acres of green gram as monsoon
crop in the township, Sagaing
Region, this year.

For the 2026-2027 monsoon
cropping season, 43,022 acres
of green gram are planned to
be cultivated in Sagaing Town-
ship, Sagaing Region, and culti-
vation will take place from June
to September this year, it is
reported.

“This year’s monsoon season,
over 43,000 acres of green gram
are targeted for cultivation in
Sagaing Township. Efforts will
be made to achieve the planned
acreage. Regarding green
gram cultivation, awareness
activities are being conducted
to encourage expanded planting
and to promote the use of high-
quality, pure seed varieties in

order to achieve betteryields,”
said U Myo Thet Aung, Head of
the Sagaing Township Agricul-
ture Department.

This year, the Township
Agriculture Department will
provide farmers growing green
gram in Sagaing Township
with training and awareness
activities on obtaining suitable
high-quality seed varieties,
adopting proper cultivation
practices, preventing pest

2 =
infestations, using chemical
fertilizers appropriately, and
improving crop yields.

This year; staff of the Township
Agriculture Department will
cooperate with local farmers to
produce high yield of crop and
ensure quality crops. So, they
will arrange provision of qua-
lity seeds of crops, agricultural
inputs and post-harvest tech-
nology to local farmers.

SMK

Arrangements made to grow more than 1,000 acres of maize and sweet corns

KAWLIN August 3
According to the data from
Kawlin District Department of
Agriculture, local authorities
earmarked cultivation of more
than 1,000 acres of maize and
sweet corns as monsoon crops
in Kawlin District of Sagaing
Region in coming monsoon.
In 2026-2027 monsoon culti-
vation season, they adopted a
plan to grow 46 acres of maize
and 1,817 acres of sweet corns,

totalling 1,863. Local farmers
will start cultivation of crops
in June this year.

During the upcoming mon-
soon cropping season this
year, over 1,000 acres of maize—
including maize and sweet
corn—are planned to be culti-
vated in Kawlin District. Efforts
will be made to achieve the
targeted acreage. In order to
ensure successful maize pro-
duction, awareness activities

will be carried out, including
training on crop management
and guidance to prevent pest
and disease infestations, said
Head of the Agriculture De-
partment in Kawlin District
Daw Mar Cho.

For the 2026-2027 monsoon
cropping season, the total
maize cultivation target in
Kawlin District has been set
by township as follows: 1,135
acres of sweet corn in Kawlin

Township, 682 acres of sweet
corn in Wuntho Township, and
46 acres of maize in Pinlebu
Township, totalling 1,863 acres.

This year, the township agri-
culture departments will pro-
vide training to farmers growing
grain maize and sweet corn in
Kawlin District, conduct field
demonstrations, and promote
agricultural awareness, includ-
ing the prevention of fall army-
worm, integrated pest manage-

ment practices such as the use
of neem-based pesticides, and
the safe use of ginger and chilli-
based pest control methods.

In Kawlin District, maize
yields over 50 baskets per acre,
with a cultivation cost of about
Ks-500,000 per acre. Sweet corn
yields about 15,000 ears per
acre, with a cultivation cost
also exceeding Ks-500,000 per
acre.

SK
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Rare virus with no cure detected in New York

NEW YORK August 3

The first case of Bourbon
virus has been confirmed in
New York, prompting research-
ers to call for expanded surveill-
ance and testing amid warnings
that the rare tick-borne infection
may be more widespread than
currently known.

Discovered in 2014 and named
after Bourbon County, Kansas,
where it was first identified, the
virusis believed tobe transmitted
by the lone star tick. There is no
vaccine or medicine available
to prevent or treat the illness.
Symptoms include fever; fatigue,
rash, headache, body aches,
nausea, and vomiting.

Only six human cases have

been reported since the virus
was identified, primarily in the
central US. The first known
patient, diagnosed in Kansas
in 2014, died.

According to a Stony Brook
Medicine study released last
month, Bourbon virus “could
soon begin to complicate diag-
noses if it becomes more preva-
lent this summer and in coming
years.”

Researchers studied blood
samples from 107 patients who
developed fever and other sym-
ptoms after recent tick bites in
Suffolk County between 2019
and 2024 and found that two had
antibodies to Bourbon virus.

One of the patients, a 67-year-

old Long Island man, developed
severe symptoms and was
hospitalized after being bitten
by lone star ticks in 2021. He was
initially treated with doxycycline
for suspected Lyme disease, but
his fatigue and severe headaches
failed to improve. He eventually
made a full recovery, but a re-
examination of his test results
showed an eightfold increase in
Bourbon virus antibody levels
over one month, confirming the
infection.

“There are a lot of lone star
ticks in New York and in the
Northeast. We have dense popu-
lations, and when someone is
infected with Bourbon virus,
the symptoms are similar to

those of other tick-borne infect-
ions,” Dr. Luis Marcos, a Stony
Brook Medicine professor and
director of its Tick-Borne Dise-
ase Clinic, said.

“For these reasons, the Bour-
bon virus is likely more preva-
lent than we think in our region,
and other cases are likely going
undiagnosed.”

No commercial diagnostic test
is currently available, and sus-
pected samples in New York
must be sent to the state Depart-
ment of Health for specialized
analysis. The researchers call-
ed for expanded surveillance
and testing, arguing that with-
out identifying the cause of
an infection, the chances of de-

+82026 | (033

veloping accurate diagnostic
tests or effective treatments
“are minimal.”

Lone star ticks are aggressive,
reddish-brown, blood-feeding
arachnids. Adult females are
identifiable by a prominent white
dot on their backs, while nym-
phs and adult females most fre-
quently bite humans and spread
disease, according to the CDC.

Previously concentrated in
the southern US, the species has
spread across much of the east-
ern US and can now be found as
far north as Maine. Its bites can
transmit ehrlichiosis, Heartland
virus disease, and tularemia. It
has also been linked to southern
tick-associated rashillness and
alpha-gal syndrome, an allergy
to red meat.

RT

Lao weather
bureau
warns of
flood,
landslide
risk as rain
confinues

VIENTIANE August 3

The Lao weather bureau iss-
ued a warning urging the public
to remain vigilant as continued
rainfall is expected to increase
the risk of flash floods and land-
slides.

According to a notice issued
by the Department of Meteoro-
logy and Hydrology under
the Lao Ministry of Agriculture
and Environment on Monday,
a low-pressure system will
continue affecting Laos, com-
bined with southwesterly
winds to bring scattered thun-
derstorms, moderate to heavy
rain, and strong winds in some
areas.

Authorities have identified
high-risk areas for flooding
and landslides, particularly in
Khammuan, Bolikhamxay, and
Huaphan provinces.

Residents and local authorit-
ies are advised to remain alert
for possible flash floods and
landslides caused by heavy
rainfall. Everyone should be
prepared for weather extremes
and keep track of forecasts, the
weather bureau said.

Xinhua

About 60,000 people ordered to evacuate as w11dﬁres threaten
U.S. Spokane area

SAN FRANCISCO August 3
About 60,000 people have
been ordered to evacuate by
Sunday as three fast-moving
wildfires threatened Spokane
and nearby communities in
the northwestern U.S. state of
Washington, local officials said.
Officials estimated that at
least 600 homes, businesses
and other structures had been
destroyed. No deaths orinjuries
had been reported, and no one
was known to be unaccounted
for as of Sunday afternoon.
The three major blazes were
identified as the Old Trails
Fire, the Fairview Fire and the
Autumn Lane Fire. They had

burned a combined 5,390 acres
(22 square km) by Sunday and
remained uncontained, accord-
ing to afederal incident manage-
ment team.

Large areas of Spokane and
Spokane County were placed
under Level 3 evacuation orders,
requiring residents to leave im-
mediately.

An emergency shelter was
opened at the Spokane Convent-
ion Center. The fires also prompt-
ed the evacuation of patients
from the Mann-Grandstaff De-
partment of Veterans Affairs
Medical Center and disrupted
operations at several public faci-
lities and utility services.

The ﬁres spread rapidly on

Saturday amid strong winds, high
temperatures and extremely
dry vegetation. Power outages
were reported across parts of
the Spokane area.
Washington Governor Bob
Ferguson declared a statewide
wildfire emergency, mobilized
National Guard personnel and

imposed restrictions on outdoor
burning. He said Sunday that
the state had also requested
federal emergency assistance.

State officials said more than
250,000 acres (1,010 square km)
were burning across Washing-
ton as about 4,000 firefighters
battled more than a dozen major
wildfires. Xinhua

2,500-year-old monumental marble statue unearthed at ancient
Sardes in Tirkiye

ISTANBUL August 3

A2500-year-old monumental
marble statue has been un-
earthed at the ancient city of
Sardes in western Tirkiye,
Culture and Tourism Minister
Mehmet Nuri Ersoy announced
on Monday.

In a social media post, Ersoy

said the 2.2-meter marble statue
dates to the first half of the fifth
century B.C. and depicts a stand-
ing young man.

The statue features distin-
ctive clothing associated with
the ancient Lydian culture and
is expected to provide new
insights into the region’s art,

beliefs and daily life, the minister
said.

According to Ersoy, the arti-
fact was reused as a paving
stone during the Roman period
and was preserved in remark-
able condition because it had
been laid face down for centur-
ies.

Sardes, the capital of the anci-
ent Lydian Kingdom and later
an important administrative
center under the Achaemenid
Persian Empire, has yielded
numerous artifacts through
decades of excavations, shedd-
ing light on the region’s history.

Xinhua

Floods kill 29, injure 129 across Afghanistan: WHO

KABUL August 3

Atleast 29 people have been
killed, 129 injured and four re-
main missing after recent flash
floods swept parts of eastern,
southeastern and central Afgha-
nistan, the World Health Organi-

zation (WHO) in Afghanistan
announced, the local media Tolo
news reported on Monday.
According to the report, the
provinces of Nuristan, Nangar-
har, Laghman, Paktika, Paktia,
Khost, Ghazni, Kabul, Kapisa,

Panjshir, Parwan, Logar and
Maidan Wardak were affected,
with the floods causing casual-
ties and widespread property
damage.

The WHO said at least 300
families were affected in Nuri-

stan and Laghman alone.
The organization added that,
in coordination with its health
partners, it has deployed three
mobile health teams to the aff-
ected areas to provide medical
services toflood victims. Xinhua
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive
activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.
3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives
and property of innocent people.

How wildfire smoke could be putting YOUR heart at risk, even if it’'s HUNDREDS of
miles away. Damage can start within days. These are the risks you must know

An'apocalyptic wall of flames'.

That's how firefighters and
local authorities have described
the catastrophic wildfires sweep-
ing across much of France and
Spain, forcing more than 300,000
people to flee their homes or
seek shelter.

Butit's notjust the immediate
threat to life from the flames or
smoke that is putting the health
of thousands in jeopardy.

Mounting evidence suggests
there are serious —and potentially
fatal -long-term consequences
not just for those caught up in
the fires but even for those hun-
dreds of miles away:.

For instance, one study found
that people who inhaled higher
average levels of wildfire smoke
around their homes are more
likely to suffer a stroke than those
exposed to the lowest levels, the
European Heart Journal report-
ed earlier this year.

Based on analysis of the health
records of almost 25 million
Americans aged 65 and over,
the researchers found the risk
was nearly twice that triggered
by the same amount of pollution
from traffic and industry — with
wildfire smoke estimated to
have caused around 17,000 addi-
tional strokes a year in the US.
It's a figure many fear will rise
further due to global warming.

Crucially, even moderate levels
of wildfire pollution appeared to
increase the danger — not just
when the air was visibly thick
with it, the study found.

More immediately worrying
for holidaymakers heading to
wildfire-risk regions, other re-
search suggests health can be
damaged injust amatterof days.

And it's not just mainland
Europe where the danger lies.
Last week, smoke from a wild-
fire in the Cairngorms in Scot-
land travelled 50 miles east to
Aberdeen.

'Wildfire is often thought of as
aproblem for southern Europe,
but that's increasingly chang-

ing,' says Dr Douglas Kelley, a
global fire modelling expert at
the UK Centre for Ecology and
Hydrology.

'In 2025, the UK experienced
its most extensive recorded wild-
fire season, with record areas
burned across the country.'

He says fires on heathland,
moorland and peatland 'can
have significant impacts on air
quality and public health, even
when they occur far from major
population centres'.

He adds: 'The wildfire risk
is expected to increase across
much of the UK, with more fre-
quent periods of longer fire sea-
sons and larger fires.

'"That means smoke pollution
is also likely to become a more
important public health issue.'

The impact can be felt within
just days. A study last year in
The Lancet Planetary Health
compared daily smoke levels
from wildfires with death re-
cords covering 541 million people
across 32 European countries.

It found the risk of dying from
any cause rose during the seven
days after wildfire pollution rose.
And it seems wildfire smoke is
more harmful than 'standard'
air pollution, the researchers
from the Barcelona Institute
for Global Health noted.

The usual way of calculating
the harm caused by air pollution
assumes that tiny particles are
equally dangerous whether they
come from traffic, industry or
a wildfire. Using this method,
only 38 deaths a year would
have been attributed to wildfire
smoke.

But when the researchers
allowed for evidence that sugg-
ested particles released by fires
are more harmful, the estimate
rose to 535, almost 14 times
higher.

Wildfire smoke is thought to
damage the body so quickly
because burning trees and
vegetation release a mixture of
toxic gases and fine particles

known as PM2.5. These particles
are less than one-thirtieth of
the width of a human hair and
can travel deep into the lungs.

They irritate the lung tissue,
causing the immune system to
release inflammatory chemicals.
This can make the airways swell
and tighten and increase mucus
production, leading to coughing,
wheezing, breathlessness and
chest tightness.

The inflammation can also
spread throughout the body,
damaging the lining of blood
vessels, making them stiffer and
causing the blood to clot more
readily — potentially increasing
the risk of a heart attack.

It may also make fatty depo-
sits inside if the arteries rupture.
If a clot then blocks the blood
supply to the brain, it causes a
stroke.

Another major study, published
in the Journal of the American
College of Cardiology in Febru-
ary, which looked at 65.2 million
Americans aged 65 and over
and their average three-year
exposure to wildfire pollution,
found that those who breathed
in moderate amounts had a
4 percent greater risk of being
admitted to hospital with cardio-
vascular problems than those
inhaling the least.

Athigher exposure levels, the
risk of heart failure was at least
20 percent greater.

Associate Professor Kai Chen,
an environmental-health epide-
miologist at the Yale School of
Public Health who led the study,
told Good Health wildfire smoke

— . S
'contains a greater share of much
smaller, chemically reactive
particles than typical urban
pollution'.

The smallest particles may
also pass from the lungs into
the bloodstream where they can
irritate and damage blood vess-
els and intensify inflammation,
triggering chemical 'stress
signals' which travel around
the body.

These signals can disturb the
nerves that keep the heart beat-
ing steadily, making its electri-
cal rhythm unstable. The heart
may then beat too quickly, too
slowly or irregularly, known as
an arrhythmia.

The signals also cause blood
vessels to tighten, forcing the
heart to work harder and raising
the risk of a heart attack, parti-
cularly in someone whose art-
eries are already narrowed.

For people with asthma or
chronic obstructive pulmonary
disease, which affects around
1.2 million people in the UK,
the consequences can be more
serious.

"People with asthma or COPD
already have sensitive or dama-
ged airways,' explains Dr Matt
Swallow, clinical lead at the
charity Asthma + Lung UK.
'Smoke can trigger airway in-
flammation, making symptoms
worse and increasing the risk
of an asthma attack or COPD
flare-up.'

Yet experts warn that people
do not even have to be close to
a wildfire to suffer the effects.

Powerful fires can propel

smoke several miles into the
sky, where faster winds may
carry it across countries or
even oceans. Changes in the
weather can then bring the
pollution back down into the
air people breathe.

'Distance alone is often a poor
indicator of exposure,' says
Dr Mark Parrington, a senior
scientist at the EU's Copernicus
Atmosphere Monitoring Ser-
vice. 'People do not need to be
immediately downwind of a
wildfire to experience wildfire
smoke pollution.'

The extraordinary distance
smoke can travel was demon-
strated in 2023, when pollution
from Canadian wildfires crossed
the Atlantic and reached Europe.

A study published in Nature
last year estimated that almost
48 million Europeans experi-
enced at least one day when
particle pollution exceeded the
World Health Organisation's
recommended daily limit of 15
micrograms per cubic metre
of air, with Canadian wildfire
smoke responsible for at least
half of it.

The same fires sent smoke
hundreds of miles across the
US. The US Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention found
that A&E visits for asthma
were 17 percent higher than
expected during 19 days when
smoke pushed air pollution to
unhealthy levels.

Dr Parrington says smoke
from the current French and
Spanish fires is being carried
mainly eastwards and is not
expected to reach Britain.

But he still fears Britain 'may
increasingly experience epi-
sodes of degraded air quality
originating from fires hundreds
or even thousands of kilometres
away'.

'These fires can have signifi-
cant impacts on air quality and
public health, even when they
occur far from major population
centres,' he adds. Mail Online
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