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YeU Township cultivates over 6,000 acres of
rainfed paddy this year

YeU August 13

According to the data
of YeU District Agriculture
Department, local farmers
have planted more than 6,000
acres of rainfed paddy in YeU
Township of Sagaing Region.

In the 2025-2026 mon-
soon crop season, it has been
planned to cultivate 81,662
acres of monsoon paddy in
Ye-U Township. Cultivation

began in June this year, and
as of today, 6,723 acres have
already been planted.

“This year, we’ve targeted
over 80,000 acres of monsoon
paddy cultivation in YeU
Township. So far, over 6,000
acres have been planted. We
are working to ensure the full
targeted acreage is cultivated.
Necessary technologies and
quality seeds will be provided

are working together.
Farmers in Ye-U Town-
ship are being provided with
agricultural technical as-
sistance, pest and disease
prevention awareness, guid-

" ance to avoid crop loss, and

information on proper post-

' harvest handling—especially
« toensure the harvested paddy

is sheltered and stored in a

& timely manner.

for monsoon paddy cultiva-
tion. Our teams are also con-
ducting field visits to assist
farmers in planting on time,”
said U Zaw Myint Tun, Head
of the YeU District Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

To ensure systematic and
smooth monsoon paddy cul-
tivation this year, the respec-
tive township Department of
Agriculture and local farmers

In order to ensure suc-

d cessful and high-yielding

monsoon paddy fields in YeU
Township this year, the town-
ship agriculture department
and its staff are actively con-
ducting field-level technical
support. This includes select-
ing and planting quality and
pure seeds, preventing pest
infestations, timely weeding
and thinning, removing off-
type plants, and properly us-
ing fertilizers in accordance
with correct methods.

206

Public

and robbing.

general public.

for Elimination of

Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”,
the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist
groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks,
civil servants including schoolteachers, and mem-

bers of the general public, as well as looting

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH?”,
“NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidat-
ing and killing people and committing destructive

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on ter-
rorists and on possession and transport of weapons/
ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and

property of innocent people.

Notice

More than 2,000 acres of groundnut planted

Myinmu August 13

Statistics of Sagaing
District Agriculture De-
partment stated that local
farmers planted more than
2,000 acres of groundnut as
monsoon crops in Myinmu
Township of Sagaing Region
this year.

Local authorities ear-
marked cultivation 0f 26,980
acres of groundnut in My-
inmu Township in 2025-26
monsoon crop cultivation
season, but local farmers
planted 2,018 acres of crops
against the target cultivation.

“This year, during the
monsoon Crop season, over
20,000 acres of ground-
nut cultivation have been
planned for Myinmu Town-

in Myinmu Townshlp

ship. As of today, more than

2,000 acres have already .
been planted. Efforts are |

ongoing to achieve the full
target acreage. As an oil

crop, groundnut is perform- [

ing well, and its cultivation
has been improving year
by year,” said Daw Thida
Lwin, Head of the Saga-
ing District Department of
Agriculture.

In Myinmu Township,
groundnut cultivation typi-

cally requires 1.5 baskets |

of seeds per acre. The total
cost per acre—including
seed expenses, labor, fer-
tilizers, and pesticides—is
over K200,000. Farmers can
expect a yield of over 50
baskets per acre.

To ensure success in this
year’s groundnut cultivation
in Myinmu Township, staff
members from the Township
Department of Agriculture
are conducting field visits
to monitor crop conditions,

prevent pest and discase
outbreaks, and keep the fields
weed-free. They are also
maintaining inspection re-
cords to support effective
crop management.

206

Farmers cultivate more than 17,000 acres of
pigeon pea in Sagaing Township

Sagaing August 13

Statistics of Sagaing Town-
ship Agriculture Department
mentioned that local farmers
grew 17,955 acres of pigeon
pea in Sagaing Township of
Sagaing Region this year.

For the 2025-2026 mon-
soon cropping season in Sa-
gaing Township, it is planned
to cultivate 19,789 acres of

pigeon pea. Planting began in
May this year, and as of today,
17,955 acres have already been
cultivated against the target
cultivation.

“This year, during the
monsoon season in Sagaing
Township, we’ve planned to
cultivate over 19,000 acres
of pigeon pea. So far, more
than 17,000 acres have been

planted, and cultivation is still
ongoing. We are working to
ensure the full target acreage is
achieved. Efforts are also being
made to achieve high yields.
Pigeon pea is being cultivated
both as a standalone crop and
in intercropping systems,” said
U Myo Thant Aung, Head of
the Sagaing Township Agricul-
ture Department.

This year, the township
agriculture department has
been providing support to
pigeon pea farmers in Saga-
ing by promoting the use of
quality pure seeds, encourag-
ing correct planting methods,

ensuring protection from pest | |
threats, and improving yield | |

through on-site education and
awareness campaigns. 206

Taze Township cultivates
over 10,000 acres of
rainfed paddy

Taze August 13
More than 13,000 acres
of rain-fed paddy have been
planted in Taze Township,
YeU District, Sagaing Re-
gion during this year rain
crops planting season, ac-

¥ | cording to the statistics from
|| the Department of Agricul-

ture for YeU District.

During the 2025-2026
rain crops planting season,
93,347 acres of rain-fed
paddy have been planned to
be planted in Taze Township.
The planting of rain-fed
paddy has started in June this
year, and 13,269 acres have
been planted to date.

“We are working to en-
sure that the target acres are
met. We will provide the
necessary technology and

varieties for rain-fed paddy
cultivation. We are conduct-
ing field visits to help farm-
ers plant rain-fed padday on
time,” said U Zaw Myint
Htun, head of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture for YeU
District.

This year, the relevant
township agriculture depart-
ment and farmers are work-
ing together to ensure that
rain-fed paddy cultivation
is carried out without any
difficulties and is carried out
systematically.

In Taze Township, farm-
ers are being provided with
agricultural technology, pest
control, crop damage pre-
vention, and timely deliv-
ery of harvested rice under

shelter. 206
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Zalun Township supplies 65,000 baskets of
90- day paddy Varlety to Yangon

e Y .
A wareho S stockplled Wlth bags Jof rice.

A

Zalun August 13

Local businesspersons
from Zalun Township of Ay-
eyawady Region sent 65,000
baskets of 90-day paddy
variety to Yangon market
in June, said Daw Win Win
Shwe, the owner of rice and
paddy trading depot in Zalun
Township.

It is reported that during

LA &

the month of May, up to
45,000 baskets of the 90-day
paddy variety were exported
and sold from Zalun Town-
ship to the Yangon market.
In June, that number in-
creased to 65,000 baskets.
This particular variety of
paddy is classified under the
non-premium rice category.

“In the past month, a

large volume of 90-day pad-
dy was shipped and sold to
the Yangon market. Most
of the agricultural products
from Zalun Township are
exported to Yangon. This
90-day variety belongs to the
rough rice category. Because
of the strong demand from
Yangon buyers, the volume
of exports has increased.

Paddy prices are currently
still high. Yangon traders are
also making active connec-
tions to buy large quantities
of this variety in the current
month. Compared to other
varieties, this 90-day paddy
has been traded more, both
in the past month and in the
current market. It is being

. transported and sold via

both land and water routes
without any issues,” said
Daw Win Win Shwe.

It is also reported that in

' the past month, the market

price for 100 baskets of
90-day paddy reached up to
K1.515 million. As a result
of the improved trade in
this paddy variety, farmers,
merchants, transporters, and
truck rental service provid-
ers have been able to gain
employment and business
opportunities.

Kyaw Kyaw Lin

Straw mushroom marketable in
Kyonpyaw Township

Kyonpyaw August 13

Trading of straw mush-
room is booming in Ky-
onpyaw Township of Ay-
eyawady Region, said Daw
Ni Ni Win, the owner of green
grocery trading commodity in
Kyonpyaw Township.

In Kyonpyaw Township,
it is reported that local cul-
tivation and trade of straw
mushrooms has been going
well since the second week
of July this year. These straw
mushrooms are currently be-
ing traded at daily volumes
ranging from 1,500 viss to
2,500 viss.

“The type of mushrooms
being traded now are mostly
grown using paper waste
and rice straw. It's the time
when mushrooms grown by
farmers are starting to sprout.
As the mushrooms are now
producing and the market is
good, both the farmers and
farm workers are benefiting.
The good price this year is
partly due to fewer growers
compared to last year and
also because the demand is
coming not only from local
markets but also from the
Yangon market,” said Daw
Ni Ni Win.

In Kyonpyaw Township,
farmers cultivate straw mush-
rooms alongside their paddy
farming, and some also grow
seasonal crops. Each farmer

is growing mushrooms on
areas ranging from one to five
acres, and the market price
has reached up to K21,500
Kyaw Kyaw Lin

per viss.

Indonesia to nearly
double 2026 budget
for free nutritious
meal program

Jakarta August 13

The Indonesian govern-
ment will almost double the
budget for President Prabowo
Subianto's flagship free nutri-
tious meal program in 2026
to over 300 trillion rupiahs
(about 18.52 billion U.S.
dollars), aiming to reach 8§2.9
million beneficiaries, Finance
Minister Sri Mulyani Indra-
wati said here on Wednesday.

Mulyani noted that the
government has allocated
171 trillion rupiahs (about
10.56 billion U.S. dollars) for
the program this year.

"Next year, if 82.9 mil-
lion people receive the ben-
efits, the budget will be more
than 300 trillion rupiahs,"”
she said on the sidelines of

a national sharia economic
discussion.

The program is expected
to improve the intelligence
and health of beneficiaries,
while also serving as an
economic stimulus to spur
business activities.

"The state budget is an
instrument for all of us, and
we will continue to use it to
achieve the goals we want,"
she said.

Beyond its nutritional and
health impacts, the program
also strengthens economic
resilience by reducing house-
hold expenditures, creating
millions of jobs, and stabiliz-
ing food prices through direct
purchases from smallholder

farmers. Xinhua

More than 1,000 acres of ralnfed paddy
planted in Dabayin Township this year

Dabayin August 13

According to YeU Dis-
trict Agriculture Depart-
ment, local farmers have
planted more than 1,000
acres of rainfed paddy in
Dabayin Township of Saga-
ing Region.

For the 2025-2026 mon-
soon cropping season, local
authorities earmarked cul-
tivation of 120,391 acres of
rainfed paddy in Dabayin
Township. According to re-
ports, planting began in June
this year, and as of today,
1,698 acres have already

been cultivated against the
target cultivation.

"This year, for the mon-
soon season in Dabayin
Township, we have planned
to cultivate over 120,000
acres of rainfed paddy. So
far, over 1,000 acres have
been completed. We are
working to ensure the target
acreage is fully cultivated.
Necessary technologies and
quality seed varieties will be
provided for rainfed paddy
cultivation. We are also
conducting field-level sup-
port to help farmers plant

in time," said U Zaw Myint
Tun, Head of the Agricul-
tural Department for Ye-U
District.

It is also reported that
for this year's monsoon
season, efforts are being
made by the relevant town-
ship agriculture departments
in collaboration with local
farmers to ensure systematic
and trouble-free cultivation
of rainfed paddy.

In Dabayin Township,
farmers are being provided
with agricultural techniques,
awareness on pest preven-

tion, guidance to avoid crop
losses, and information to
ensure harvested paddy is
stored under shelter in a
timely manner.

This year, staff from

Township Agriculture De-
partment make field trips to
the paddy fields so as to help
local famers select quality
strains of paddy seeds, pre-
vent pests, week farmlands,
remove different strains
of paddy and systemati-
cally use fertilizers to boost
per-acre yield.

206

Feature: Relentless
hardships erode hopes
of displaced Gazans
for peace

Gaza August 13

Under the scorching
summer sun in the al-Rimal
neighborhood of Gaza City,
52-year-old Waheed Ismail
Baroud stood amidst a bus-
tling marketplace, searching
through stalls laden with
items beyond his means.

Baroud, originally from
northern Gaza, has been
displaced for months after
his home was destroyed in
the ongoing conflict between
Israel and Hamas.

"Our life here is harder
than anything I have read
about in modern history,"
Baroud told Xinhua. "We

live with no money, no food
security, no safety. The
neighborhoods are cut off
from each other, houses are
gone, and every day from
sunrise to sunset we chase
after the basics, such as food
and water."

Although he noticed that
prices have recently de-
creased as more goods enter
Gaza, the real challenge, he
said, is the lack of cash. "As
the saying goes, 'A camel
for a penny, but who has a
penny?' Prices may seem
more reasonable, but we
simply don't have the money
to buy," he lamented. Xinhua
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