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President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar U Min Aung Hlaing
overviews antique, beautiful, and large ruby discovered from Mogok

I,

gems land

NAY PYI TAW May 7
After the democratic govern-
ment elected by the people th-
rough free and fair multi-party
democratic general elections
in the Republic of the Union of
Myanmar took office, a piece of
antique, beautiful, and large
ruby was discovered in the gems
land of Mogok in Mandalay Re-
gion, during the post-New Year
period of 1388 Myanmar Era.
President of the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar
U Min Aung Hlaing, together
with Vice Presidents U Nyo Saw
and Daw Nan Ni Ni Aye, Speaker
of the Pyithu Hluttaw U Khin Yi,
Speaker of the Amyotha Hluttaw
U Aung Lin Dway, Commander-
in-Chief of Defence Services
General Ye Win Oo, Union Mini-
ster at the President’s Office
U Khin Maung Yi and Union
Minister for Natural Resources

The Union Minister at the President’s Office and the Union Minister for Natural Resources and Environmental Conservation reports to the President on facts
about the recently discovered ruby piece.

The recently-discovered ruby weighs 2,200 grammes (11,000 carats), making it exceptionally large, rare, and difficult
to find. The giant ruby has a purplish-red colour with yellowish undertones and is considered to have a high-quality
colour grade. It also has moderate transparency, excellent vitreous luster, and remains in its natural state without
any treatment or enhancement.

and Environmental Conserva-
tion U Hsan Oo, inspected the
piece of ruby at the hall of the
President’s Office this morning.

The Union Minister at the Pre-
sident’s Office and the Union
Minister for Natural Resources
and Environmental Conserva-
tion reported to the President
on facts about of the piece of
ruby.

Next, the President and atten-
dees checked the ruby.

The recently-discovered ruby
weighs 2,200 grammes (11,000
carats), making it exceptionally
large, rare, and difficult to find.
The giant ruby has a purplish-
red colour with yellowish under-
tones and is considered to have
a high-quality colour grade. It
also has moderate transpare-
ncy, excellent vitreous luster,
and remains in its natural state
without any treatment or enha-

ncement.

In the past, the rare and pre-
cious SLORC ruby weighing
99.25 grammes (496.25 carats)
was discovered in 1990, another
giant ruby weighing 4,290 gra-
mmes (21,450 carats) in 1996
and the NaSaKa ruby weighing
557.85 grammes (2,789.25 carats)
in 2022 in Myanmar. All four
pieces of ruby including this ruby
were extracted from Mogok
region of Mandalay Region.
Each individual ruby possesses
distinctive characteristics and
qualities, making them extre-
mely valuable gemstones. Alth-
ough the ruby discovered in
1996 was the largest in terms of
weight, the recently discovered
ruby is considered more valu-
able because its colour and qu-
ality are superior in compari-
son.

100

Merchants supply many bags of Kyapyan rice to Yangon market

NYAUNGDON May 7

“Local merchants from Nyaun-
gdon Township of Ayeyawady
Region sold a large number of
bags for Kyapyan rice to Yan-
gon market,”said Daw San San
Win, the owner of rice and paddy

trading depot in Nyaungdon
Township.

In Nyaungdon Township,
55,000 bags (24 pyi per bag) of
Kyapyan rice were exported
to the Yangon market within
the month.

“During the past month, we ex-
ported up to 55,000 bags of Kya-
pyan rice to the Yangon mar-
ket. From Nyaungdon, paddy,
rice, and other agricultural
products are mainly shipped
to Yangon. Kyapyan rice is a

variety classified under fine
rice. There have been many
purchase inquiries from the
Yangon market for Kyapyan
rice this month as well,” said
Daw San San Win.

Over the past month, Kyapyan

rice exported from Nyaungdon
Township to the Yangon market
fetched up to Ks-112,000 per 24-
pyi bag. As trading in paddy
andrice has improved, farmers,
traders, cargo handlers, and
truck rental operators have
reportedly gained more job
opportunities. SMK
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Myaung Township sees 100 percent completion of harvesting lablab bean

MYAUNG May 7

All plantations of lablab bean
planted last cold season were
harvested in Myaung Town-
ship of Sagaing Region, accor-
ding to the Sagaing Region
Agriculture Department.

In Myaung Township, during
the winter cropping season, a
total of 1,461 acres oflablab bean
were cultivated. Harvesting of

these lablab bean fields began
in January this year, and as
of today, harvesting has been
completed on 100 percent of
the cultivated acreage, with an
average yield of 15.27 baskets
per acre.

“During the winter cropping
season in Myaung Township,
we were able to cultivate 1,461
acres of lablab bean. At present,

harvesting has been fully com-
pleted across all acres. To en-
sure good yield and quality of the
crop, we worked together with
farmers to provide necessary
high-quality and pure seeds,
agricultural inputs, and post-
harvest technology training,”
said Daw Myat Moe Win, District
Manager of the Agriculture De-
partment in Sagaing District.

In Myaung Township, the
Township Agriculture Depart-
ment has also carried out awa-
reness and extension activities
to help farmers expand the
cultivated area of lablab bean,
improve yields, adopt Good
Agricultural Practices (GAP),
use high-quality and pure seeds,
and cultivate high-yielding
varieties.

The crops planted in GAP
system have higher quality
than the others planted in other
agricultural techniques, fetch
higher prices than other similar
crops with the opportunities to
export them to foreign market.
Hence, local farmers can true
their dreams of improving
socioeconomic life.

SK

Farmers harvest more than 900 acres of dried

chilli in Pwintbyu Township

PWINTBYU May 7

Pwintbyu Township Agricul-
ture Department of Magway
Region stated that a total of
920 acres of dried chilli has
been harvested in the township.

In Pwintbyu Township, during
the winter cropping season,
a total of 1,296 acres of dried
chilli were cultivated. Local
farmers began harvesting the
chilli crop in December 2025,
and as of today, harvesting has
been completed on 920 acres,
with an average yield of 711 viss
per acre.

“In Pwinthyu Township, 1,296
acres of dried chilli were culti-
vated during the winter cropp-
ing season. Harvesting of these
chilli fields began in December
2025, and currently 920 acres
have been harvested. The yield
is about 711 viss of dried chilli
per acre. For the remaining
fields yet to be harvested, we
are carrying out awareness
activities to ensure timely har-
vesting so that yields do not de-
cline,” said Daw Moe Moe Wai,
Township Manager of the Agri-
culture Department in Pwint-

& n‘q,,'.: 4 i
MY/ i A o
byu Township.
During the winter cropping
season, the Township Agricul-
ture Department has supported
chilli farmers in Pwintbyu Town-
ship by providing agricultural
knowledge and assistance to
help increase income. These
include selecting high-yield
and regionally suitable quality
seeds, applying correct cultiva-
tion methods and appropriate
plant density, adopting Good
Agricultural Practices (GAP)
to ensure food safety, producing
and using natural fertilizers and

] WA EST -
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organic inputs, and implemen-
ting pest and disease control
measures.

It is also noted that if chilli
cultivation can be improved to
achieve higheryields, it will not
only meet local consumption
needs but also allow surplus
production for sale, thereby in-
creasing farmers’ income and
contributing to socio-economic
development. Therefore, eff-
orts should be made to expand
chilli cultivation, according to
the Township Agriculture De-
partment. SK

Zalun Township supplies
54,000 bags of black gram
to Yangon market

ZALUN May 7

“Local merchants from Zalun Township of Ayeyawady Re-
gion sent 45,000 bags of black gram to Yangon market.” said
Daw Thin Thin, the owner of agricultural produce trading in
Zalun Township.

Up to0 45,000 24-pyi bags of black gram were successfully shipped
to the Yangon market. These locally produced black grams were
purchased by traders in Zalun Township and transported to
Yangon for sale.

¢ Zalun Township shipped up to 45,000 24-pyi bags of black gram
to Yangon. Currently, traders in Yangon are still buying the local
black gram. The growing demand from overseas markets has
also influenced Yangon traders to actively purchase. Most of the
black gram and green gram are exported primarily to China as
the main overseas market, and at present, the foreign market
is buying quite actively,” said Daw Thin Thin.

Selling price for each 24-pyi bag of black gram shipped from
Zalun Township to Yangon has reached up to Ks-135,000. Thanks
to the good prices and strong demand, farmers, traders, freight
workers, and truck rental operators are all benefiting and able
to conduct their work smoothly.

SMK

All plantations of sunflower harvested in ChaungU Township

CHAUNGU May 7

Statistics of ChaungU Town-
ship Agriculture Department
stated that local farmers have
reaped all plantations of sun-
flower in ChaungU Township
of Sagaing Region.

In ChaungU Township, during
the winter cropping season, a
total of 2,883 acres of sunflower
were cultivated. Harvesting of
these sunflower fields began
in January this year, and as
of today, harvesting has been
completed on 100 percent of

the cultivated acreage, with an
average yield of 26.89 baskets
per acre.

“During the winter cropping
season in ChaungU Township,
sunflower was cultivated on 2,883
acres. At present, harvesting
has been fully completed across
all acres. To reduce reliance
on imported edible palm oil,
we promoted the expansion
of sunflower cultivation as an
oilseed crop. Sunflower pro-
duces higher oil yield per acre
compared to other oil crops such

as groundnut and sesame,” said
U Tint Swe, Township Manager
of the Agriculture Department
in ChaungU Township.

In ChaungU Township, the
Township Agriculture Depart-
ment has intensified training
and awareness programs to
expand sunflower cultivation
and to improve the capacity of
both staff and farmers.

Itis also reported that arran-
gements have been made to
supply seeds to sunflower far-
mers, sell urea fertilizer at aff-

e el ‘Q H‘e AR
ordable prices, and distribute
harvested sunflower seeds

change systems. SMK
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Thai, Cambodian PMs discuss border situation in Philippines

BANGKOK May 7

Thai Prime Minister Anutin
Charnvirakul met his Cambo-
dian counterpart Hun Manet
and Philippine President Fer-
dinand Romualdez Marcos on
the sidelines of the 48" ASEAN
Summit in Cebu, the Philippines,

the Thai Prime Minister's Office
said on Thursday.

Anutin discussed the situa-
tion along the Thai-Cambodian
border with Cambodian and Phi-
lippine leaders, said Ratchada
Thanadirek, spokesperson for
the office.

"Tjusthad afriendly and candid
discussion with Prime Minister
Hun Manet. We both reaffirm
that we will jointly endeavor to
move towards peace through
dialogue," Anutin said at a joint
press conference held after the
trilateral talk.

"Prime Minister Hun Manet
and I agreed to assign our fore-
ign ministers to work together
closely on alist of practical con-
fidence-building measures,"
Anutin added.

Hun Manet, for his part, des-
cribed the talks as reflecting

8-5-2026| (0

"a collective resolve for lasting
peace."

He said discussions focused
on de-escalation and trust-
building measures to restore
and consolidate a functioning
framework for lasting peace and
normalized relations. Xinhua

Airlines facing ‘worse than Covid’ crisis — AirAsia CEO

WASHINGTON May 7

The steep rise in jet fuel pri-
ces caused by the US-Israeli
war on Iran is posing a bigger
challenge to the global airline
industry than the COVID-19 pan-
demic did, according to AirAsia
CEO Tony Fernandes.

In response to the US-Israeli
aggression, Tehran has closed
the Strait of Hormuz — a choke
point through which around 20
percent of global crude passes —
to “enemy ships.” US President
Donald Trump has meanwhile
imposed a blockade on Iranian
ports. Massive maritime traffic
disruptions have sent global oil
prices above US$-100 a barrel,
resulting in a spike in jet fuel
prices as well.

In an interview with the Fin-
ancial Times on Thursday, Fer-
nandes said he thought he had
“seen it all with Covid... but
having seenjet fuel go up almost
three times — this is much

worse.”

“You wake up one day and
your major cost has tripled —
it was quite a new experience
for me and I've been through
a lot in my life,” the AirAsia
CEO added.

Last week, Ryanair CEO
Michael O’Leary similarly
predicted that “if it continues
at US$-150 a barrel into July,
August, September, then
you’ll see European airlines
fail.”

According to the aviation
analytics company Cirium,
carriers have cut 13,000 flights
from May schedules worldwide.

Germany’s Lufthansa has
announced the cancellation of
20,000 short-haul flights through
October, while Scandinavian
Airlines has recently axed aro-
und 1,000 flights.

Turkish Airlines and Air China
have taken similar steps, among
numerous other carriers.

——— —

Last Saturday, US-based low-
cost carrier Spirit Airlines said
it was shutting down due to the
sudden and sustained rise in
fuel prices in recent weeks.
The closure of the seventh-lar-
gest passenger carrier in North
America is expected to leave
around 17,000 people without
work.

Kirill Dmitriev, Russian Pre-
sident Vladimir Putin’s special
envoy for investment and eco-
nomic cooperation, said on X
that the “global aviation shock
is spreading quickly and is
a HARBINGER of the more
severe shocks to come in other
sectors.”

RT

Seven Killed, two injured in
head-on crash in S. Iraq

BAGHDAD May 7

Trump reverses Hormuz plan
after Saudi Arabia suspends U.S.
access to bases, airspace: NBC

Seven people were killed and two others seriously injured on
Thursday due to a head-on crash between a passenger vehicle
and a truck in southern Iraq's province of al-Qadisiyah.

Lieutenant Colonel Abdul Jabbar Hussein from the country's
traffic directorate told Xinhua that the cause of the collision in
the town of al-Budayr was "excessive speed and non-compliance
with traffic regulations."

The injuries have been sent to hospital for emergency treatment,
Hussein said.

Traffic accidents are common in Iraq due to poor road conditions

WASHINGTON May 7

U.S. President Donald Trump abruptly reversed his plan to
escort ships through the Strait of Hormuz after Saudi Arabia
blocked U.S. use of its bases and airspace for the operation, NBC
News reported Wednesday, citing two U.S. officials.

Trump's announcement of "Project Freedom" on social media
reportedly angered Saudi leadership, the report said.

A call with Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman Al
Saud failed to resolve the issue, forcing Trump to pause the plan

and widespread disregard for safety regulations.

Xinhua

to restore U.S. military access to the critical airspace.

Xinhua

Seven
Filipino
injured
in drone

attack on ship
in Strait
of Hormuz

MANILA May 7

Seven Filipino seafarers were
injured after a drone attack
struck the container ship "San
Antonio" in the Strait of Hormuz
on Tuesday, the Philippines' De-
partment of Migrant Workers
said Thursday.

In a statement, Migrant Wor-
kers Secretary Hans Leo Cacdac
said the seven Filipinos were
among the crew members hurt
when a drone hit the vessel.

Cacdac said the Filipino crew
members survived the attack
and are currently receiving
treatment in an undisclosed
hospital in the region for burns
and gas inhalation caused by
the explosion triggered by the
drone strike.

Ofthe seven injured Filipino
seafarers, Cacdac said four
sustained minor injuries while
three remain under intensive
care.

The incident comes amid hei-
ghtened tensions in the Middle
East, particularly around the
Strait of Hormuz, a vital global
shipping route.

Xinhua

Kallas’ remarks on US troop withdrawal from Germany
show western dependence on US - Moscow

MOSCOW May 7

Remarks by EU foreign poli-
cy chief Kaja Kallas about the
unexpected nature of the US de-
cision to withdraw troops from
Germany confirm that Washing-

ton makes the key decisions
in the West, Russian Foreign
Ministry spokeswoman Maria
Zakharova said on Thursday.
"It is simply a statement of
fact: there is no solidarity within

the EU and NATO, but rather
aharsh command-and-admini-
strative dictatorship headed by
the United States of America,
or the Anglo-Saxon duo, one
could say," Zakharova told a

media briefing.

On Monday, Kallas said that
the United States’ decision to
withdraw 5,000 troops from Ger-
many had come as a surprise
to the European Union.

US President Donald Trump
announced the planned reduc-
tion of American forces in Ger-
many by 5,000 troops on May 2.
The announcement came after
German Chancellor Friedrich
Merz made critical remarks
about the US military campaign
against Iran, pointing to alack of
clear strategy from Washington.

Sputnik



Q0 18-5-2026 Statement & Youth 121

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive
activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives
and property of innocent people.

Unit
50

>A > Doyouknow where ... ? /T don’t know why ... / Could you tell me what ... ? etc.
We say: Where has Tom gone?
but Do you know where Tom has gone? (not has Tom gone)
When the question (Where has Tom gone?) is part of a longer sentence (Do you know ... ? /
Idon’t know ... / Can you tell me ... ? etc.), the word order changes. We say:

What time is it? but Do you know what time it is?

Who are those people? I don’t know who those people are.

Where can I find Louise? Can you tell me where I can find Louise?
How much will it cost? Do you have any idea how much it will cost?

Be careful with do/does/did questions. We say:
What time does the film start? but Do you know what time the film starts?
(not does the film start)
What do you mean? Please explain what you mean.
Why did she leave early? I wonder why she left early.

Use if or whether where there is no other question word (what, why etc.):
Did anybody see you? but Idon’t know if anybody saw me.

or ... whether anybody saw me.
>B >He asked me where ...

The same changes in word order happen in questions in reported speech. Compare:
direct The police officer said to us ‘Where are you going ?’
reported The police officer asked us where we were going .
direct Clare asked ‘What time do the shops close ?’
reported Clare wanted to know what time the shops closed .
In reported speech the verb usually changes to the past (were, closed etc.). See Unit 47.
Study these examples. You had a job interview and the interviewer asked you these questions:

%you willing to travel?) %did you apply for thejob?)

%t do you do in your spare time?) @you speak any other languages?)

How long have you been
working in your present job? Do you have a driving licence?)

Later you tell a friend what the interviewer asked you. You use reported speech:
She asked if (or whether) I was willing to travel.

She wanted to know what I did in my spare time.

She asked how long I had been working in my present job.

She asked why I had applied for the job. or ... why I applied ...

She wanted to know if (or whether) I could speak any other languages.
She asked if (or whether) I had a driving licence.

r Reported speech — Units 47-48

Raymond Murphy
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