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Performing Arts Competition

NAY PYI TAW August 13

The first working coordina-
tion meeting of the Steering
Committee for the 27" Myanmar
Traditional Cultural Perform-
ing Arts Competition (2026) was
held this afternoon at the Cul-
tural Treasure Hall of the Mini-
stry of Hotels, Tourism and Cul-
ture in Nay Pyi Taw. Vice Presi-
dent Daw Nan Ni Ni Aye, Patron
of the Steering Committee, att-
ended the meeting and delive-
red remarks.

The meeting was attended by
Chairman and members of the
Steering Committee, including
Union Ministers, the Chairman of
the Nay Pyi Taw Council, Deputy
Ministers, State and Region
Government Ministers, heads
of departments, subject-matter
experts and other officials.

In her opening remarks, Vice
President Daw Nan Ni Ni Aye
said the meeting was important
for preserving Myanmar’s tradi-
tional cultural heritage, passing
it on to younger generations and
further promoting national cul-
ture. She noted that Myanmar
has preserved its ancient cul-
tural traditions for thousands of
years, with traditional singing,
dancing, writing and musical arts
serving as valuable intangible

DAILY EDITION
Vice President Daw Nan Ni Ni Aye addresses first working coordination

meeting of Steering Committee for 27 Myanmar Traditional Cultural

Vice President Daw Nan Ni Ni Aye delivers an address at the first coordination meeting of Steering Committee for

27" Myanmar Traditional Cultural Performing Arts Competition.

cultural heritage that reflects
the spirit, beliefs, culture and way
of life of the Myanmar people.

She stressed that, amid rapid
technological development and
increasing global cultural exch-
anges, it is necessary not only
to preserve, rediscover and pro-
mote Myanmar’s traditional cul-
tural heritage but also to make
it appealing to younger genera-
tions so that it can be effectively
passed on to them. She said the
Myanmar Traditional Cultural
Performing Arts Competition
should not be viewed merely as

a contest to determine winners
and losers. Rather; it is an im-
portant national cultural event
that can helpidentify and nurture
new generations of artists, pre-
serve and develop traditional
arts, foster appreciation of nati-
onal culture and strengthen
national resilience.

She said the 27 competition
should be organized in a more
systematic and qualitative ma-
nner, drawing on the valuable
experiences of previous com-
petitions. She called for clear and
precise rules and regulations,

fair; transparent and professional
judging, and accurate assess-
ment of contestants’ abilities.
She added that the State has
consistently encouraged the
preservation and development
of Myanmar’s cultural heritage
and arts, as well as the promotion
of Myanmar’s national culture
on the international stage. She
therefore urged all relevant
stakeholders to work together
to ensure that the competition
becomes a successful event that
reflects national unity, cultural
dignity and Myanmar’s artistic

traditions.

The Vice President also stre-
ssed the need for thorough pre-
parations and effective arran-
gements to successfully hold
the competition. She called for
the centrally organized event
to reflect the national cultural
characteristics and traditions
of the Myanmar people and
urged attendees to openly and
cordially share their views and
suggestions.

Next, Chairman of the Steering
Committee and Union Minister
for Hotels, Tourism and Culture
U Maung Myint explained the
competition’s work plans and
prize-awarding arrangements.
Secretary of the Steering Com-
mittee and Deputy Minister
U Aye Tun reported on comple-
ted, ongoing and planned tasks.

Following this, officials from
relevant sectors reported on
preparations and measures be-
ing undertaken to successfully
organize the 27" Myanmar
Traditional Cultural Performing
Arts Competition. Vice President
Daw Nan Ni Ni Aye discussed
and coordinated the necessary
matters, delivered concluding
remarks and brought the mee-
ting to a close.

Myawady

Pwintbyu Township plans to grow
more than 1,800 acres of lablab beans

this monsoon

Wakema Township plans to grow
more than 1,000 acres of kitchen crops

this monsoon

PWINTBYU August 13

Aplanisunderway to grow 1,846 acres
of lablab beans as monsoon crops in
Pwintbyu Township of Magway Region
this year, according to Pwintbyu Town-
ship Agriculture Department.

In Pwintbyu Township, a plan has been
made to cultivate 1,846 acres of lablab
bean during this year’s monsoon crop
season, with planting scheduled from
June to September; according to reports.

Itis reported that the Department of
Agriculture will provide support and con-
duct agricultural awareness activities
for lablab bean farmers in Pwintbyu
Township this year, including expanding

cultivated acreage, improving yields,
promoting cultivation using Good Agri-
cultural Practices (GAP), encouraging
the use of high-yielding quality varieties
suitable for the local area, preventing
pests and diseases, and following post-
harvest technologies. Daw Moe Moe Wai
said that iflablab bean can be cultivated
to achieve improved yields, it will not only
ensure sufficient domestic consumption
but also allow surplus production to be
exported, generating income and con-
tributing to socio-economic develop-
ment. Therefore, farmers across differ-
ent areas should make efforts to expand
lablab bean cultivation. SK

WAKEMA August 13

A plan has been set to cultivate 1,055
acres of kitchen crops as monsoon crops
in Wakema Township of Ayeyawady
Region this year, said Daw Khin Htay
Myint, Head of Myaungmya District
Agriculture Department.

In Wakema Township, 1,055 acres of
kitchen crops have been planned for
cultivation during this year’s monsoon
crop season, with planting scheduled
to begin in the first week of July. The
Department of Agriculture is conducting
field visits to provide agricultural tech-
nology training to support the cultiva-
tion of these monsoon crops.

It is reported that the 1,055 acres of
kitchen crops planned for cultivation in
Wakema Township during this year’s
monsoon crop season will include
cauliflower; coriander; radish, yardlong
bean, eggplant, bottle gourd, water
spinach, okra, bitter gourd, and cowpea
varieties.

To ensure the successful growth of these
crops, prevent pest risks, and reduce
losses caused by natural disasters and
other factors, staff from the Department
of Agriculture are conducting field visits
to farms and meeting with farmers to
provide agricultural knowledge and
awareness. SMK
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MYAUNG August 13

Statistics of Myaung Township Agri-
culture Department stated that local
authorities earmarked cultivation of
4,002 acres of rainfed paddy in Myaung
Township of Sagaing Region this year.

During the 2026-2027 monsoon crop
season, a plan has been made to cultivate
4,002 acres of rainfed paddy in Myaung
Township. The cultivation of monsoon
paddy will be carried out from July to
September this year.

"This year’s monsoon crop season,
Myaung Township has planned to culti-
vate 4,002 acres of monsoon paddy. We
will provide necessary assistance to
ensure that the targeted acreage is fully
cultivated. We will provide the necessary
agricultural techniques and quality

We will also conduct field visits to help
farmers grow monsoon paddy on time,"
said U Myint Thu, Head of the Township
Agriculture Department in Myaung
Township.

The relevant Township Agriculture
Department and local farmers will
cooperate to ensure that monsoon paddy
is cultivated systematically without
difficulties during this year’s monsoon
Crop season.

In Myaung Township, farmers cultiva-
ting monsoon paddy will be provided
with agricultural techniques, awareness
on pest prevention and control, and gui-
dance to prevent crop damage and losses.
They will also be informed to ensure that
harvested paddy is transported under
shelter in a timely manner.

Agriculture Department will conduct
field activities to provide agricultural
technical assistance, including selecting
and cultivating quality and pure seeds,
monitoring pest infestations, weeding

Local News |19
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plants, and using fertilizers systemati-
cally, in order to ensure the successful
growth and good yield of monsoon paddy
fields cultivated in Myaung Township
this year.

seeds for monsoon paddy cultivation. Itislearnt that stafffrom the Township and loosening soil, removing off-type SK
Cultivation of more than 3,000 acres of green gram Farmers grow
completes in Ayadaw Township more than 11,000 acres
AYADAW August 13 vate more than 12,000 acres of green is providing green gram farmers with of rainfed sesame in

According to the Township Agriculture
Department, local farmers planted
more than 3,000 acres of green gram
as monsoon crops in Ayadaw Township
of Sagaing Region this year.

During the 2026-2027 monsoon crop
season, Ayadaw Township has planned
to cultivate 12,380 acres of green gram.
Cultivation began in May this year, and
so far, farmers have planted 3,124 acres
of crops.

"This year’s monsoon crop season,
Ayadaw Township has planned to culti-

gram. More than 3,000 acres have already
been planted as of today. We are working
to ensure that the targeted acreage is
fully cultivated. Regarding green gram
cultivation, we are providing awareness
activities to encourage expansion of culti-
vation and to promote the use of quality
and pure seeds to achieve good yields,"
said U Kyaw Soe, Head of the Township
Agriculture Department in Ayadaw
Township.

Itis learnt that the Township Agricul-
ture Department in Ayadaw Township

awareness on obtaining quality and
pure seeds suitable for local conditions,
proper cultivation methods, prevention
of pest infestations, systematic use of
fertilizers, and achieving higher yields.
During this year’s monsoon crop sea-
son, it is learnt that, in order to improve
the yield and quality of various pulse
crops, necessary quality and pure seeds,
agricultural inputs, and post-harvest
technology training are being provided

in cooperation with farmers.
SMK

Pantanaw Township supplies river catfish to
Yangon market

PANTANAW August 13

Daw Aye Win, the owner of fishery
product trading depot in Pantanaw
Township of Ayeyawady Region, said
that local merchants shipped 52,000

</ 7
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viss of river catfish to Yangon market.
River catfish exports from Pantanaw
Township to the Yangon market reached
52,000 viss.
“During the past month, we expor-

ted up to 52,000 viss of river catfish.
The volume exported was considerably
higher than in the previous month.
Aquatic products produced in Pantanaw
Township are being exported to the
Yangon market. Demand for aquatic
products from Yangon has been good
both over the past month and at present.
River catfish are also actively traded
in the domestic market. As exports
have increased, people involved in the
river catfish business have seen better
business conditions,” said Daw Aye Win.

River catfish exported from Pantanaw
Township to the Yangon market are
currently fetching up to Ks-185,000 per
10viss, itis reported. Due to the increa-
sed exports of river catfish to the Yangon
market, fish farmers, fish traders, fish
pond workers, and truck operators
are experiencing improved business
conditions. SK

Budalin Township

BUDALIN August 13

Statistics of Budalin Township Agri-
culture Department in Sagaing Region
stated that local farmers have planted
more than 11,000 acres of rainfed sesame
in the township this year.

Local authorities earmarked cultiva-
tion of 53,110 acres of rainfed sesame
in the township in 2026-2027 monsoon
season cultivation period. Local farmers
started their cultivation of crops in May
this year, and so far, they have planted
11,248 acres of sesame.

In Budalin Township, during this year’s
monsoon cropping season, it has been
planned to cultivate over 53,000 acres of
rainfed sesame. As of today, more than
11,000 acres have already been planted,
and efforts are underway to ensure that
the targeted acreage is fully achieved.
Work is also being carried out to expand
sesame cultivation, improve yields, and
promote Good Agricultural Practices
(GAP), according to U Phyo Wai, Head of
the Agriculture Department in Budalin
Township.

During this year, the Township Agricul-
ture Department has been providing
awareness to rainfed sesame farmers in
Budalin Township on expanding sesame
cultivation, applying proper farming
techniques, adopting GAP methods, using
high-quality and pure seed varieties, and
cultivating high-yielding crops.

Crops produced under GAP systems
have advantages over those grown using
other methods, including higher quality,
better prices, and the ability to be exported
not only to domestic markets but also
to international markets. SMK
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Heavy rain pounds eastern Japan, trlggers top-level warning

TOKYO August 13

Heavy rain pounded eastern Japan
on Thursday, prompting the weather
agency to issue the highest level of
emergency warning for parts of Chiba
Prefecture near Tokyo in the evening.

The Japan Meteorological Agency
(JMA) issued a Level Five Emergency
Warning, the highest on its scale, for
heavy rain in 18 cities and a town in
Chiba Prefecture, east of Tokyo, on
Thursday evening.

The JMA also issued a Level Five
Emergency Warning for landslides for
the cities of Chiba and Ichihara in the
prefecture.

According to the Fire and Disaster

Management Agency, as of 10 p.m. local
time, evacuation orders had been issued
for more than 218,000 people in Chiba,
Ibaraki and Saitama prefectures.

One person was confirmed dead in
Ichikawa City in Chiba Prefecture,
Kyodo News reported.

A woman in her 70s was taken to
hospital but is feared dead after she
was found trapped inside a car on a
flooded road in Kashiwa, also in Chiba
Prefecture, the report said.

At a press conference on Thursday
evening, the weather agency urged
people to exercise utmost caution. An
official said: "This is the kind of heavy
rain that people have not experienced

/

before. It's highly likely that disasters
have already occurred in areas expected

to be flooded."

Xinhua

Iran says no vessels can cross Hormuz Strait without its permission

TEHRAN August 13

Iran's main military command, Khatam
al-Anbiya Central Headquarters, said
on Thursday that no commercial vessel
or oil tanker has been, or will be, able to
cross the Strait of Hormuz safely without
the Iranian armed forces' permission
and supervision.

In avideo message carried by Iranian
media, Ebrahim Zolfaghari, the head-
quarters' spokesman, said that, as in the
past, the Strait of Hormuz is under Iran's
full control and management, rejecting

U.S. claims about vessels' normal passage
through the Strait of Hormuz as being
"false and nothing but lies."

He added the U.S. "false" claims are
indicative of its army's "desperation and
helplessness," stressing that the U.S.
leaders and army have well tested the
Iranian armed forces' "power and resi-
stance."

Zolfaghari stressed that Iran's armed
forces are monitoring all movements
by the United States and Israel in the re-
gion, and will not hesitate to defend the

Iranian people's rights as well as the
country's national sovereignty and aspi-
rations, and will respond to any threat.
His remarks came after U.S. President
Donald Trump claimed on social media
that the United States maintains "total
control" over the Strait of Hormuz.
Iran tightened its grip on the Strait of
Hormuz on February 28, barring safe
passage of vessels belonging to or affilia-
ted with Israel and the United States
following their joint strikes on Iranian
territory. Xinhua

Zimbabwe boat capsize death toll rises to 46

HARARE August 13
The death toll in the boat capsize
incident in Lake Kariba of Zimbabwe
has risen to 46, police said Thursday.
"The Zimbabwe Republic Police ad-

vises Zlmbabweans and relevant stake-
holders that the death toll in the Kariba
RIDA boat accident is now 46," the police
said in a statement on the social media
platform X. "In the same vein, the names

of the victims who perished in the acci-
dent will be released in due course."

The southern African country's pre-
sident, Emmerson Mnangagwa, on
Wednesday declared the accident a
national disaster and directed relevant
authorities to provide all necessary
assistance to the affected families,
including medical, psychological and
funeral support.

The boat, which was traveling from
Kariba town to the Chalala Fishing
Camp, was reportedly carrying 144
passengers, five crew members and
an unconfirmed number of children.
A total of 77 people have been rescued
from the lake.

A memorial service was held for the
victims in a stadium in the resort town
Thursday.

Xinhua

10 killed in landslide in W. Nepal

KATHMANDU August 13

A landslide triggered by incessant
rainfall in Nepal's western Rolpa District
has killed 10 people and left two others
missing, police said on Thursday.

The landslide occurred on Wednesday
night in a remote hilly area, sweeping
away nine houses, two cowsheds, a shop

and a church. The entire small settlement
was washed away by the disaster.
"Five bodies have been recovered from
the landslide site," Krishna Shrestha,
spokesperson for the district police,
told Xinhua. The other five bodies were
recovered several kilometers away in
neighbouring Pyuthan District after

they were swept downstream.

Two survivors are receiving treatment
while a search operation is underway
for the remaining two missing people.

Rescue efforts were hampered by the
difficult terrain and remote location of
the affected area.

Xinhua

Lightning strike
sends 16 Ohio
inmates to hospital

WASHINGTON August 13

A lightning strike at an Ohio prison
injured 16 inmates, leaving one seriously
hurt, as deadly storms swept across
the US Midwest, state authorities said.

Lightning struck the Grafton Corre-
ctional Institution on Tuesday as a group
of “incarcerated individuals were retur-
ning from the evening meal,” the Ohio De-
partment of Rehabilitation and Correc-
tion (ODRO) said.

All 16 were initially taken to outside
hospitals, with one evacuated by air am-
bulance. By Wednesday, four remained
hospitalized, including one with serious
injuries, according to Governor Mike
DeWine. No deaths or staff injuries
were reported.

The lightning strike came during severe
storms that swept across the US Mid-
west, bringing tornadoes, flash flooding,
powerful winds, and widespread power
outages.

Preliminary data from the US weather
service’s Storm Prediction Center indi-
cated that the system could qualify as
a derecho — a widespread, long-lived
windstorm associated with a fast-mov-
ing line of thunderstorms.Video publi-
shed by the Ohio Department of Transpor-
tation shows powerful winds flipping a
moving car on a highway in Columbus.
Atleast three deaths were reported dur-
ing the storms.

An Ohioresident died during a medical
emergency after flash flooding preven-
ted first responders from reaching him,
Governor Mike DeWine said. A four-year-
old boy was Kkilled after a tree fell on a
home in Indiana on Tuesday, according
tolocal authorities. A third person died
in a house explosion in Portage, Indiana,
which authorities were investigating as
potentially weather-related, the Asso-
ciated Press reported. RT
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive
activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives
and property of innocent people.

English Grammar in Use (Intermediate Level)
Unit

> Verb + -ing or to ... 2 (try, need, help)

SA> tryto ... and try -ing
try to do = attempt to do, make an effort to do:

I was very tired. I tried to keep my eyes open, but I couldn’t.
Please try to be quiet when you come home. Everyone will be asleep.

try something or try doing something = do it as an experiment or test:
These cakes are delicious. You should try one. (= have one to see if you like it)
We couldn’t find anywhere to stay. We tried every hotel in the town, but they were all full.
(= we went to every hotel to see if they had a room)
A: The photocopier doesn’t seem to be working.
B: Try pressing the green button.

(= press the green button — perhaps this will help to solve the problem)

Compare:
I tried to move the table, but it was too heavy. (so I couldn’t move it)
I didn’t like the way the furniture was arranged, so I tried moving the table to the other
side of the room. But it didn’t look right, so I moved it back again.
(I tried moving it = I moved it to see if it looked better)

need to ... and need -ing
I need to do something = it is necessary for me to do it:

He needs to work harder if he wants to make progress.
I don’t need to come to the meeting, do I?

You can say that something needs -ing:
My phone needs charging. (= it needs to be charged)
Does your suit need cleaning? (= ... need to be cleaned)
It’s a diff icult problem. It needs thinking about carefully.
(= it needs to be thought about carefully)

Compare:
I need to charge my phone.

but My phone needs charging.

>C> help and can’t help

You can say help to do or help do (with or without to):
Everybody helped to clean up aft er the party. or
Everybody helped clean up ...
Can you help me move this table? or
Can you help me to move ...

I can’t help doing something = I can’t stop myself doing it:
I don’t like him, but he has a lot of problems.
I can’t help feeling sorry for him.
She tried to be serious, but she couldn’t help laughing.
(= she couldn’t stop herself laughing)

(My phone needs charging.)

I’m sorry I'm so nervous. I can’t help it. SS—— ; s :1,_,;,-__......._:'
(= I cant help being nervous) She couldn’t help laughing.

Ferb+ ing — Unit 53 Verb+to — Unit 54-55 Other verbs+ing or to — Unit 56,58

Raymond Murphy
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