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Acting President of the Republic of Union of Myanmar
Chairman of State Security and Peace Commission
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing accepts Credentials of
Ambassador of Pakistan to Myanmar

Nay Pyi Taw December 16

Acting President of the
Republic of Union of My-
anmar Chairman of State
Security and Peace Com-
mission Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing accepted the
Credentials from the newly
accredited Ambassador of
Pakistan to Myanmar H.E.

Senior: General
Min Aung Hlaing meets
newly accredited Amba-
ssador of Pakistan to
Myanmar'H.E. Mr. Tariq

Karim.

Mr. Tariq Karim at the par-
lour of the Credentials Hall
of the Office of the National
Defence and Security Coun-
cil here at 10 am today.
Afterward, they cor-
dially discussed the strong
diplomatic relations be-
tween Myanmar and Paki-
stan and ongoing efforts to
further cement friendship
and cooperation between
the two countries, promo-
tion of cooperation in trade,
economic, defence, health,
and political sectors and re-
ligious and tourism sectors,
means to enhance coopera-

tion between the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the two
countries, and sending of
Pakistani observer teams to
the multiparty democracy
general elections that will be
held in Myanmar soon.

After the meeting, the
Senior General and the Pa-
kistani ambassador posed for
documentary photos.

Also present were SSPC
Secretary General Ye Win
0o, SSPC member Union
Minister for Foreign Affairs
U Than Swe and Director-
General of the Protocol De-
partment U Than Htwe. 100

Acting Pre51dent of the Repubhc of Union of Myanmar
Chairman of State Security and Peace Commission
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing accepts Credentials
of Ambassador of Brunel Darussalam

Nay Pyi Taw December 16

Acting President of the
Republic of Union of My-
anmar Chairman of State
Security and Peace Com-
mission Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing accepted the
Credentials from the newly
accredited Ambassador of
Brunei Darussalam to Myan-
mar H.E. Haji Mohamad Sarif
Pudin bin Matserudin at the
parlour of the Credentials Hall
of the Office of the National
Defence and Security Council
here at 11 am today.

They then cordially dis-
cussed further improvement
of friendship and coopera-

tion between the two coun-
tries, exchange of goodwill
visits between the heads of
state of the two countries,
promotion of cooperation in
education, defence, tourism,
and civil aviation sectors,
humanitarian aid programs,
Myanmar’s abidance of the
ASEAN Charter as a member
state and its non-interference
in the internal affairs of other
countries, holding of a free
and fair multiparty democracy
general election in Myanmar
and invitation of international
election observer teams.
After the meeting, the Sen-
ior General and the ambassador

of Brunei Darussalam posed for &

documentary photos.

Also present were SSPC
Secretary General Ye Win Oo,
SSPC member Union Minis-
ter for Foreign Affairs U Than
Swe and Director-General
of the Protocol Department
U Than Htwe.

Senior; General
Min Aung Hlaing meets
newly accredited Ambas-
sador: of Brunei Darus-
salam to Myanmmar.
H.E. Haji Mohamad'Sa-

rif Pudin bin'Matserudin.

- P

Farmers grow more than 1,000 acers of ground—
nut as cold season crops in Bamauk Township

Bamauk December 16

Statistics of Katha Dis-
trict Agriculture Department
stated that more than 1,000
acres of groundnut has been
cultivated in Bamauk Town-
ship of Sagaing Region this
year.

During the 2025-2026
winter cropping season, au-
thorities in Bamauk Township
planned to cultivate 4,237

acres of groundnut. Planting
began in October, and as of
today, 1,255 acres have been
completed.

“For this year’s winter
season in Bamauk Township,
we planned to grow more than
4,000 acres of groundnut. As
of today, over 1,000 acres
have already been cultivated.
We are working to ensure
the full targeted acreage is

planted. Groundnut cultiva-
tion is progressing well and
has been successful. As an
oilseed crop, its performance
has been strong, and ground-
nut cultivation continues to
improve year by year,” said
Daw Khin Myat Myat Oo,
Head of the Katha District
Department of Agriculture.
In Bamauk Township,
farmers plant about one and a

half baskets of seed per acre.
The costs involved—includ-

pest and disease outbreaks,
keep fields free of weeds, and
maintain proper crop condi-

ing seed, labor, fertilizers, and = !

pesticides—amount to over

K200,000 per acre. Farmers &

report that yields can reach
more than 50 baskets per acre.

To ensure successful
groundnut production this
year, township agriculture
staff have been conducting
field inspections to prevent

tions, while also recording
field monitoring data.
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A video speech delivered by Acting President of
the Republic of the Union of Myanmar and State Security
and Peace Commission Chairman Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing in honour of the opening of the 24™
Myanmar Traditional Medicine Practitioners Conference

and Myanmar Traditional Medicine Symposium
(16 December 2025)

Everybody, Mingalaba!

I extend my heartfelt greetings and best
wishes to all the responsible individuals at-
tending the Myanmar Traditional Medicine
Practitioners Conference and the Myanmar
Traditional Medicine Knowledge Exchange
Event, to the distinguished traditional
medicine practitioners from each region and
state, to the experts in related fields, and to
all distinguished guests. May you be filled
with happiness, good health, and peace of
mind. I sincerely hope that you will con-
tinue to cherish, preserve, and promote the
heritage of Myanmar’s traditional medicine.

The Myanmar Traditional Medicine
Practitioners Conference and the Myanmar
Traditional Medicine Symposium, which
began in the year 2000, have since been
held annually, and this year marks their
24" edition.

The objectives of this year’s confer-
ence are:

- To further improve methods of diag-
nosis and treatment using Myanmar
traditional medicine;

- To enable the people to understand the
medicinal properties of surrounding
plants and kitchen utensils;

- To enhance primary healthcare ser-
vices through traditional medicine;

- To preserve, safeguard, and promote
the traditional systems of Myanmar
medicine.

Myanmar traditional medicine has
played an important role in the healthcare
of the nation’s people from ancient times
up to the present day. For this reason, in
line with the country’s health policies,
the conferences and knowledge exchange
events are held annually with the aim of
using traditional medicine and medicines to
better safeguard public health. At the present
time, this effort aligns with the fourth objec-
tive of the National Defence and Security
Council: “To put emphasis on enhancing
the national education and health sectors
for sustainable development of the State”.
It also supports the national goal of promot-
ing long-lasting health and well-being for
all citizens by strengthening the inclusive
healthcare sector.

To preserve, safeguard, and promote
Myanmar’s traditional medical education

Senior{GeneraliMinfAtungiHlaingfoivesfagvideg]
ofithel24 2 MyanmargladitionaliViedicine!Bractitioners{@€onferencelandiMyanmary

and medicines—a national cultural herit-
age—and to provide better healthcare to all
citizens through traditional medicine, the
country has established a major Traditional
Medicine University that annually trains
a new generation of traditional medicine
practitioners. At present, in order to further
develop traditional medicine in line with
modern needs and to produce highly skilled
traditional medicine practitioners, the first-
ever doctoral course in traditional medicine
was launched in the 2025 academic year.

Looking back over Myanmar’s history,
we can see the long-standing tradition of
safeguarding public health through tradi-
tional medicine. For this reason, in order
to enhance the practical skills of traditional
medicine practitioners in providing health-
care to ethnic communities, a specialized
training programme on physiotherapy was
conducted in July and August 2025 at tradi-
tional medicine hospitals (100-bed) in Nay
Pyi Taw and Yangon. We also see that dur-
ing natural disasters and other emergencies,
traditional medicine has actively played a
role in assisting and protecting the public.
Furthermore, to foster respect and apprecia-
tion for the heritage of Myanmar traditional
medicine, efforts have been expanded in
each region and state to provide traditional
medicine education, and the delivery of tra-
ditional medicine-based healthcare services
in schools has been intensified. It is with
pride and satisfaction that we acknowledge
these developments.

As a member of ASEAN, Myanmar not

only cooperates with other member coun-
tries across various sectors but also actively
participates in collaboration within the
traditional medicine sector. If Myanmar’s
traditional medicine production industry
can advance beyond the domestic industrial
level to achieve regional and international
standards—expanding production, improv-
ing quality, and enhancing packaging—it
can boost the national economy and improve
the socioeconomic well-being of the people.
For this reason, in the ASEAN economic
community, Myanmar is working together
with other member countries to strengthen
cooperation in the fields of traditional medi-
cine and health supplements, to harmonize
technical requirements and guidelines, and
to facilitate smoother trade.

Therefore, I am pleased to note that in
2025, officials from the Ministry of Health
and the Department of Traditional Medicine
actively participated and led discussions in
several international events, including the
37" Product Working Group for Traditional
Medicines and Health Supplements (TMH-
SPWG) Meeting and related sessions held
in Singapore; the conference on traditional
medicine and allied research among ASEAN
countries held in Thailand; the workshop in
Hanoi, Vietnam, on quality research related
to raw materials of traditional medicine in
Southeast Asian countries; the 3rd China-
ASEAN cooperative conference on tradi-
tional medicine production held in China;
and he international forum on tourism health
development for ASEAN countries held in

Guangxi, China.

Moreover, Myanmar is cooperating
with international organizations such as the
Shanghai Cooperation Organization, the
ASEAN, the BIMSTEC and the Mekong
Region in the traditional medicine sector.

Traditional medicines used by the public
daily need to be safe, reliable, and of high
quality and efficacy. In this regard, each
step of the laboratory testing process is
crucial, and it is necessary to enhance the
capabilities of laboratory staff. Similarly,
effective measures must be taken to prevent
dishonest practices that could compromise
the quality and integrity of traditional
medicines.

In countries around the world, tradi-
tional medicine exists according to their
local natural environment, culture, and
customs, and people continue to rely on it as
a heritage of their ancestors. While modern
medicine and pharmaceuticals have ad-
vanced and are in use, it is well recognized
that traditional medicine and remedies still
serve as an important support for health. Ac-
cording to Myanmar’s traditional medicine,
it is important to understand the medicinal
properties of local plants and kitchen uten-
sils, so families can protect their health
and live longer, healthier, and disease-free
lives. Therefore, under the slogan “Car-
ing for public health through traditional
medicine,” traditional medicine practition-
ers should be encouraged to provide more
health education and guidance to help the
public maintain balanced daily living and
proper nutrition.

In conclusion, the annual Myanmar
Traditional Medicine Practitioners Confer-
ence and the Myanmar Traditional Medicine
Symposium are held with the aim of further
developing traditional medicine and enhanc-
ing public health through its practice. May
the traditional medicine practitioners from
different countries who meet at this sig-
nificant conference come together in unity,
consultation, and friendship. I sincerely
hope that this gathering will help accelerate
the advancement of Myanmar traditional
medicine and strengthen its capacity to
better protect and promote the health of
the people.

Thank you all.
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Vice Chairman of State Security and Peace Commission
Deputy Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services Commander-
in-Chief (Army) Vice-Senior General Soe Win delivers speech

to officers, other

ranks, families in M

\icesSeniorGenerallSoe)WinldeliversfalspeechitofofficersYotheranks¥familieslinyMyitkyinalStation’

Nay Pyi Taw December 16

Vice Chairman of the
State Security and Peace
Commission Deputy Com-
mander-in-Chief of Defence
Services Commander-in-
Chief (Army) Vice-Senior
General Soe Win, accom-
panied by senior officers
from the Office of the Com-
mander-in-Chief of Defence
Services, deputy ministers
and officials, arrived in My-
itkyina in Kachin State this
morning and were greeted
by Chief Minister of Kachin
State U Khet Htein Nan and
responsible officials, tradi-
tional dance troupe with tra-
ditional dances at the airport.

The Vice-Senior General
and party proceeded from
the airport to Bala Minhtin
Hall of Northern Command
and delivered a speech to
officers, other ranks and
families.

In his speech, the Vice-
Senior General said the elec-
tions would be held in three
phases and elections would
be held in 102 townships in
the first phase scheduled on
28 December.

The second phase was
scheduled in 100 townships
on 11 January, 2026 and the
third phase, in 70 townships
on 25 January. The Tatmad-
aw would hold a free and

fair multi-party democracy
general election and relevant
officials were required to
play from relevant parts to
hold the elections success-
fully. Furthermore, it was
intended that bi-elections
would be held in the remain-
ing 56 townships as many as
possible.

Measures must be taken
to prevent voting irregulari-
ties that occured in the 2020
election. The Tatamdaw
had to assume the responsi-
bilities temporarily and the
upcoming elections would
be held under the leader-
ship of it. A digital voting
system known as Myanmar
Electronic Voting Machines
- MEVNs would be used to
prevent voting irregularities.
The systems were used by 34
countries in their elections
and as those who were 18
years old and had a citizen-
ship verification card were
eligible voters, responsible
officials had verified all re-
quired data door-to-door to
ensure all eligible voters cast
their votes. Responsible of-
ficials were required to play
their relevant roles to enable
all eligible voters to cast
their votes. Furthermore, as
stability was essential to en-
able the people to cast their
votes in peace of mind, it

was necessary to cooperate
among the Tatmadaw, the
Myanmar Police Force, lo-
cal people militias, public
security and anti-terrorism
bodies, volunteers, town
elders and the public for
security issues. As eligible
voters were residing in a
country that had taken the
path to democracy, they
were required to cast their
votes. As youths were those
who would perform duties in
accordance with the demo-
cratic system, they were
required to cast their votes
without fail. In casting votes,
it was necessary to cast vote
for the candidate who were
willing to cooperate with the
Tatmadaw in unison, could
uphold the Our Three Main
National Causes, could serve

Only then, will they be able
to overcome their tasks and
challenges healthily and
peacefully through physi-
cal and mental fitness. It
was necessary to lead a fit
and healthy life by eating
and living properly. In ac-

the interests of the relevant /,

constituencies, could follow
moral principles and pos-
sess security, administrative
and economic perspectives.
After the elections, the Hlut-
taw would be convened and
the upcoming government
would be formed.

As for the Tatmadaw,
it was important to not to
fail to carry out daily tasks.
As the personnel would
be able to work when they
were fit and healthy, daily
exercises must be done.

cordance with the motto to
learn, practice and follow
military skills and tactics,
it was necessary to abide by
the motto. As practice makes
perfect, personnel would be
skilful, have confidence and
win victories with bravery
and they would be able to
win victories. As there were
only a few those who had
bravery instrincticly , it must
be cultivated by health and

fitness and skills in military
tactics.

He stated that since
Tatmadaw members are
responsible for defending
the State, they must ensure
their primary duties are not
neglected and must fully
carry out the orders and tasks
legitimately assigned to
them. In performing these
duties, it is necessary to be
proficient in the three capa-
bilities—military capability,
administrative capability,
and organizational capabil-
ity—while also preserving
and protecting the 12 Noble
Traditions of the Tatmadaw.
He noted that to achieve
these three capabilities, they
must daily carry out the four
unit-building tasks: build-
ing through training, build-
ing through administration,
building through welfare,
and building through morale.

Regarding administra-
tive matters, he stated that
responsible officials must
maintain a close watch over
the sectors of food, cloth-

ing, housing, transportation,

education, and healthcare for
officers, soldiers, and their
families within their respec-
tive units to provide timely
support and fulfillment. Fur-
thermore, commanding of-
ficers must manage adminis-
trative support requirements
for their personnel and fami-
lies with the spirit of a good
commander, ensuring fair
and unified leadership. He

yitkyina Station

noted that the Tatmadaw has
already granted appropriate
rights and benefits accord-
ing to each rank; therefore,
commanders must ensure
that personnel receive their
full and correct entitlements
through strict supervision to
promote welfare. He con-
cluded that only by doing
so can mutually respect and
trust be established between
superiors and subordinates,
enabling them to fulfill their
duties successfully.

He urged officers, sol-
diers, and their families
to live and eat simply and
ensure their income bal-
ances with their expendi-
tures, in accordance with
the 20 Codes of Conduct for
soldiers within the Tatmad-
aw (Army, Navy, and Air)
guidelines. He emphasized
following the principles of
avoiding drug use, excessive
drinking, and gambling, and
loathing bribery like filth,
while exercising self-aware-
ness to refrain from harmful
habits and indulgences. He

stated that welfare can be
created by spending in bal-
ance with one's income, and
it is necessary to distinguish
between essential spending
and wasteful extravagance
to maintain this financial bal-
ance. Furthermore, he noted
that while the Tatmadaw
provides for the welfare of
its members, properly carry-
ing out unit-owned and

See Page 15
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Vice Chairman of State Security and Peace Commission
Deputy Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services
Commander-in-Chief (Army) Vice-Senior General Soe Win
meets members of Kachin State government, departmental
officials, local elders, and rectors, pro rectors, faculty
members, staff and students of Myitkyina University,

VicezSenior ‘General{SoeiWin

Univerﬁthe U niversitys

Nay Pyi Taw December 16

Vice Chairman of State
Security and Peace Commis-
sion Deputy Commander-
in-Chief of Defence Ser-
vices Commander-in-Chief
(Army) Vice-Senior General
Soe Win met members of
Kachin State government,
departmental officials, local
elders, and rectors, pro rec-
tors, faculty members, staff
and students of Myitkyina
University, degree college
and Polytechnic University at
the designated venues today.

First, the Vice-Senior
General delivered address
to members of Kachin State
government and departmen-
tal personnel at the meeting
hall of the government office
this afternoon.

Also present were Central
Adpviser of National Defence
and Security Council Daw
Dwe Bu, Kachin State Chief
Minister U Khet Htain Nan,
senior military officers from
Office of Commander-in-
Chief, the Northern Com-
mand commander, deputy
ministers, ministers of the
state government, district/

offEducation

township level departmen-
tal officials, ethnic cultural
dance troupes, religious as-
sociations, and local elders.

The chief minister re-
ported on salient points of
the area, development under-
takings, farming activities,
implementation of projects
in current fiscal year, foreign
exchange earnings from crop
sales, disbursement of loans
for farmers and entrepreneurs
from national economic de-
velopment funds, MSME
businesses, preparations for
holding a multiparty democ-
racy general election, and
progress in implementing
the directives of the Head
of State.

In his address, the Vice-
Senior General said the visit
is to fulfill the needs of de-
velopment undertakings and
other requirements in accord
with the guidance of the Head
of State. Some civil servants
including those from health
and education sectors took
part in DCS under the out-
side influences, instigations
and intimidations without
the ability to differentiate

members mmﬁmmﬁﬁm
&mﬂ(ﬂm PRolytechniciUniversitys

g

between politics and national
affairs after temporarily as-
suming the State duties on
1 February 2021. There are
also good civil servants du-
tifully serving their task till
now. The ones at the meeting
are loyal civil servants. The
first phase of the election
will begin on 28 December
2025, the second phase, on 11
January 2026, and the third,
two weeks after the second
phase. Members of the parlia-
ment chosen by the people
will appear only through an
election. Only then will the
Hluttaw be convened and the
State power be transferred to
new government.

Myanmar electronic vot-
ing machine (MEVM) will
be used in the coming election
to prevent the occurrence of
vote rigging as in the 2020
election and to become a free
and fair one. Global countries
mostly use four systems --

Direct Recording Electronic |
System- DRE, Electronic |

Ballot Printer-EBPs, Optical
Mark Recognition — OMR,
and Internet Voting System
— in applying the electronic

and manufactured by internal
experts. Countries such as
India, Bhutan, Iran, Romania,
Brazil, Peru, Venezuela, Na-
mibia, Bulgaria, and Albania
are using the Direct Recording

® Electronic System- DRE. The

voting system. EVM was first
invented and introduced in the
US in 1960. Nowadays, the
said four systems are widely
used in 34 countries. The
neighboring India has a popu-
lation of 1.46 billion and its
ethnic diversity is wider than
Myanmar. The systems are
also being used by the popu-
lous country of India. In order
to ensure simple voting means
for all eligible voters, Myan-
mar chose Direct Recording
Electronic System- DRE and
the machines are invented

MEVM to be used in Myan-
mar has already achieved the
Certification of Conformity
— CoC of the National Cer-
tification Committee-NCC,
and the MMS Standard Mark
of the National Certification
Body- NCB. It is one of the
services of the State for a free
and fair multiparty democracy
election.

It is important for all eli-
gible voters to go to the poll-
ing stations for the success
of a free and fair multiparty
democracy general election.
Hence, the State has made
necessary preparations for all
eligible voters to cast votes.
The most important thing is
area peace and stability and
security. So, the local nation-
al races must join hands with
the relevant officials. And it
is also important to choose a
person who can truly service
the interest of the region,
who has the correct political,
administrative, economic,
security views and the vision
for rule of law, and a person
who upholds Our Three Main

degree college and Polytechnic University

National Causes and who can
lead his organization.

Regarding economy,
Myanmar has adopted the
policy on agro-based indus-
tries. Hence, correctness
of statistics and loyal staff
are required. The responsi-
ble personnel must conduct
awareness campaigns for the
successful realization of the
State’s vision on agriculture.
MSME:s should concentrate
on producing and export-
ing export items based on
agriculture and should work
within the framework, rather
than paying attention just on
local markets.

Electricity is a fundamen-
tal requirement for agricul-
tural and livestock activities
as well as for production
processes from raw materials
to finished goods. Globally,
electricity is generated from
hydropower, wind power,
solar energy, coal, and natu-
ral gas. In this regard, it is
observed that in Myanmar,
the cost of producing one unit
of electricity averages K82
from hydropower, K171 per
unit from solar energy, K235
per unit from natural gas, and
K215 per unit from coal. As
hydropower is the most cost-
effective option,

See Page 14
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it is necessary to review,
discuss, and implement the
Myitsone Hydropower Pro-
ject, which benefits from the
natural conditions created by
the confluence of the Maykha
and Malikha rivers forming
the Ayeyawady River, in
order to generate electricity
in Kachin State.

In the country, policies
have been formulated and
are being implemented in
relation to domestic and
foreign investment, pub-
lic finance, the monetary
sector, and trade. For na-
tional development, there is
a need for a large number
of educated people who are
capable of critical think-
ing on economic matters;
therefore, it is necessary to
promote and strengthen the
education sector in order to
develop the country’s human
resources. According to the
2014 Population and Hous-
ing Census, the country’s
current population exceeds
51 million. The proportion of
the population aged between
15 and 64 stands at 66.9 per
cent at the Union level, 70.8
per cent in urban areas, and
60.1 per cent in rural areas.
These figures indicate that the
working-age population is
gradually increasing. The rise
from 54.8 per cent in 1973 to
66.9 per cent in 2024 may be
partly attributed to the migra-
tion of young workers from
rural to urban areas and the
expansion of employment
opportunities.

The 66.9 per cent work-
ing-age population consists
of youth and middle-aged
groups. In order to increase
the number of educated com-
munities—namely human
resources—and to ensure
that the growing number of
children under the age of 15

also develop into educated
youth and adults, it is ob-
served that investment in the
education sector needs to

be further expanded beyond
its current level. If the child
population under 15 and
the working-age population
between 15 and 64 can fully
develop as human resources,
the country will be able to
move onto a path of faster
and more dynamic socioeco-
nomic development. At the
same time, as political condi-
tions and related international
diplomatic relations improve,
foreign direct investment
(FDI) is likely to increase,
creating more employment
opportunities in which the
country’s human resources
can be utilized. Moreover, if
efforts are made to promote
socioeconomic development
through technology transfer,
along with indigenous inno-
vation and entrepreneurship,
it is certain that national
economic development will
become unstoppable.

Since assuming interim
responsibility for national
affairs, the Head of State
has consistently promoted
and supported the education
sector. These efforts include
expanding the number of
universities and colleges,
upgrading higher education
institutions, and allocating
funds to basic education
schools not only from the
budget submitted by the
Ministry of Education but
also from surplus funds. In
addition, efforts have been
made, as far as possible and
in accordance with the law, to
improve the welfare of teach-
ers through means other than
salary increases. As a result,
among a Union-level popula-
tion of more than 22 million,
the literacy rate stands at 92.1
per cent, and it is observed

that nine out of every 10
adults aged 15 and above are
able to read and write.
However, it is observed
that school attendance still
requires improvement. Of
the 10.5 million people aged
between 3 and 25, 56.1 per
cent are currently attending
various schools, 34.1 per
cent have attended school
in the past, and 9.8 per cent
have never attended school.
Among children aged 5 to
9, 9 out of 10 are attending
school, and the attendance
rate for those aged 10 to
14 stands at 84.2 per cent.
However, school attendance
declines markedly to 43.3 per
cent among those aged 15 to
19, and further to 15 per cent
among those aged 20 to 24.
After the age of 25, school
attendance is almost nonex-
istent. Overall, 46 per cent of
adults have completed only
KG or primary level, 23.8 per
cent have reached the middle
school level, 14 per cent the
high school level, and only
1.6 per cent have attended
university or college, indicat-
ing that substantial efforts are
still required to improve the
changing of learning grades.
The opening of technical
high schools was arranged by
the Head of State. At present,
89 schools have been opened
and are providing instruction
across 88 districts, thereby
supporting the development
of human resources. It is nec-
essary for all schoolchildren
and youth, as well as all par-
ents in the respective states
and regions, to be aware of
this and to work, to the fullest
extent possible, toward in-
creasing the learning grades,
with the aim of achieving a
100 per cent transition rate
between education levels. An
assessment of the reasons for
non-attendance shows that

they stem from parental dif-
ficulties, financial constraints
related to schooling costs,
lack of interest in education,
and disabilities. To address
these challenges, it was em-
phasized that the govern-
ment, parents, students, and
community elders must all
cooperate and work together.

Town elder U Ah Phu
reported on requirement of
adequate volume of fertiliz-
ers, proper flow of water not
to cause flooding, and re-
quirements in agriculture and
livestock activities and other
sectors for development.
Town elder U Lamai Gwam
Ja, on behalf of local people,
town elders and religious
organizations, requested to
explain advantages from
the Myitsone hydropower
project and its guarantees.
So, Deputy Minister U Aye
Kyaw explained discussions
with relevant companies
from China to implement the
project.

The Vice-Senior General
gave a detailed discussion,
saying that the Myitsone
Project was first implemented
during his tenure as the com-
mand commander. However,
the project was suspended
only shortly before the com-
mencement of the final-stage
dam construction due to po-
litical crises and unforeseen
circumstances. With regard
to the construction of the
project, extensive discus-
sions were held with local
residents and religious lead-
ers, particularly on concerns
about potential risks should
the dam collapse, given that
the site lies in an earthquake-
prone area. It was therefore
discussed and agreed that the
dam should be constructed
using an earthquake-resistant
design. As the Myitsone
hydropower project site is
located 25.4 kilometres from
the Sagaing Fault, the dam
was calculated and designed,
under the original plan, to
withstand a Maximum Cred-
ible Earthquake (MCE) of
magnitude 7.1.

This project originally
planned a total of 19,099
MW, comprising 6 projects
along the Maykha and Ma-
likha rivers, including the
6,000 MW Myitsone pro-
ject, and began with the
Chibwe Nge and Myitsone
projects. The Ministry of
Electric Power of Myanmar
has repeatedly discussed with
relevant parties regarding the

dam height and the produc-
tion capacity in megawatts of
the Myitsone project, using 6
proposed methods to ensure
the Myitsone landmark is
not lost. They have screened
three proposed models that
would not cause the disap-
pearance of the confluence
flow of the Maykha and
Malikha rivers, are feasible
for both countries, and are
economically viable. The
dam type will be a Concrete
Face Rock Fill Dam (CFRD),
with an installed capacity of
5,600 MW. Regarding earth-
quakes, the Zaungtu Dam,
located 30.9 meters from the
Sagaing Fault, is an earth-fill
dam capable of withstanding
magnitude 6 earthquakes.
The Kun Reservoir Dam
near Hpyu Township, located
on the Sagaing Fault, is a
rock-fill dam type capable
of withstanding magnitude
7.9 earthquakes. It was found
that these two dams suffered
no damage during the large
Mandalay earthquake on
March 28, 2025.

For the current Myitsone
dam construction site, al-
though the previous design
was calculated for magnitude
7.1, experts from the Asia
Charter Professional Engi-
neer (ACPE) group will now
recommend and calculate a
design capable of withstand-
ing seismic activity greater
than that of the recent Man-
dalay earthquake. Operations
to regulate the riverbed have
been included, which will
also prevent annual flooding
and inundation in Myitkyina
town. Along the Ayeyawady
River, from the delta to the
sea mouth, there will consist-
ently be a 10-meter water
level throughout the year in
summer, rainy season, and
winter. This will enable large
and small vessels to transport
goods from the Ayeyawady
Region up to Myitkyina.
The silt and sediment from
this riverbed can also be
used as natural, nutrient-rich
fertilizer for the farmlands of
farmers working along the
Ayeyawady River.

If the project is success-
ful, it will bring benefits to
the state and Kachin State by
increasing productive capac-
ity, obtaining more electric
power, and enabling the use
of waterways in all seasons.
During explanations of these
points, attending local eth-
nic people, responsible per-
sons from associations, and

community elders expressed
satisfaction, happiness, and
acceptance.

Afterwards, the Vice-
Senior General presented
honorary funds for 15 tradi-
tional ethnic cultural groups
and 5 religious associations.
Representatives from the
groups accepted the funds.

Subsequently, the Vice-
Senior General warmly
greeted the attendees and
toured exhibition stalls set
up within the government
office compound. These stalls
displayed regional MSME
agricultural and livestock
products, household goods
and foodstuffs, traditional
textile products, and am-
ber, gemstone, and bamboo
handicrafts.

In the evening, the Vice-
Senior General and party met
with the Rectors, Pro Rectors,
teachers, staff, and students
from Myitkyina University,
the University of Educa-
tion Degree College, and
the Polytechnic University
at the Convocation Hall of
Myitkyina University.

During the meeting, the
Vice-Senior General ad-
dressed them, stating that
today's youth, the students
who will become tomorrow's
leaders, are those who will
shoulder the responsibilities
of'the state. Regarding educa-
tion, based on the 2014 Popu-
lation and Housing Census,
the country's current popula-
tion is over 51 million. At
the Union level, the literacy
rate for the population over
22 million is 92.11 percent.
By age group, the proportion
of the population aged 15 to
64 at the Union level is 66.9
percent, accounting for over
half the population. Out of
51 million people, looking
at school-age children, 9 out
of 10 children are attending
school, which is 90 percent.
For the school-age group 10-
14 years, it is 94.8 percent. For
the basic education level age
group 15-19 years, it is 45.3
percent, and for the university
level age group 20-24 years,
itis only 15 percent. For ages
25 and above, it is almost neg-
ligible. Regarding transition
rates, significant weaknesses
are found in our country.

Analyses related to this
matter identify parental dif-
ficulties, school expense
difficulties, lack of interest
in pursuing education, and
persons with disabilities,

See Page 15
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Additional 12 buildings used for online scam gambling
operations demolished in KK Park area; more online scam
gambling perpetrators arrested in Myawady Township

1
An illegal two-story residential building in Section 3 of KK Park area.

Nay Pyi Taw December 16

The Government of My-
anmar, through a joint task
force comprising security
personnel, administrative
organizations, and local au-
thorities, is conducting clear-
ance operations in the Shwe
Kokko and KK Park areas,
where online scam gambling
activities are most heavily
concentrated. The operations
involve systematically de-
molishing and destroying
seized materials used in on-
line scam gambling opera-

total of 635.
Furthermore, to prevent ing online scam gambling procedures.

tions and illegal structures.
As part of these ongo-
ing efforts to crack down on
online scam gambling, a total
of 12 more illegal buildings
used for such activities in
Sector (3) of the Myawady-
Machtawthalay (KK Park)
area were demolished today.
These comprised one three-
story building and eleven
two-story buildings. This
brings the total number of
illegal structures systemati-
cally demolished within the
KK Park area to 456 out of a

illegal foreign nationals

around Myawady Township,
Kayin State, the joint task
force has been conducting
search and clearance opera-
tions since December 8. To-
day, they were able to inspect
an additional 43 buildings.
Among these, three ille-
gal Chinese male nationals
were discovered and arrested
in one building located on

& Ingyin Street in Ward (3),

-
¥

from residing and conduct-

operations in buildings in and

Items used by'online scammei?é'linﬁ 0

Myawady Town. After in-
vestigations are completed,
they will be handed over to
their respective countries in
accordance with laws and

It is also learned that

materials used for online
scam gambling in the KK
Park and Shwe Kokko areas
within Myawady Township
were also systematically
burned and destroyed today
to prevent their reuse.

News has been received
that the government, treat-
ing the crackdown on on-
line scam gambling as a
national duty, will continue
its operations in collabora-
tion with domestic forces and
neighbouring governments
to completely prevent these
activities from taking root in
Myanmar.

100

From Page 12

small-scale private agricul-
ture and livestock farming
will greatly contribute to
their overall well-being.
He stated that for personal
progress, as the saying goes,
"Wisdom is found in books,"
libraries have been estab-

lished in every unit, and
it is necessary to read and
study good literature. He
noted that only by reading
extensively can one gain
knowledge and distinguish
between right and wrong,
and good and bad; therefore,
officers, soldiers, and fami-

lies need to increase their
reading habits. He also urged
them to follow the Com-
mander-in-Chief of Defence
Services' constant guidance
on the "Four Appropriates",
which are to go only to ap-
propriate places, speak only
appropriate words, do only

appropriate work, and asso-
ciate only with appropriate
people. He concluded by
saying that they must loyally
and dutifully fulfill their as-
signed tasks to become good
citizens upon whom the
State and Tatmadaw can rely.

Afterwards, the Vice-

Senior General coordinated
with relevant officials to ad-
dress the submissions made
by the attending officers,
soldiers, and their families.
He then presented food sup-
plies and honorary awards
for the officers, other ranks,
and family members, which

were accepted by the Com-
mander, his wife, and other
responsible officials.

After the meeting, it is
reported that the Vice-Senior
General and his party cordial-
ly greeted the officers, other
ranks and family members in

attendance. 100

From Page 14

among others. To resolve
these difficulties, the govern-
ment, parents, students, and
community elders all need to
cooperate and work together.
As the Head of State, since
beginning to shoulder state
responsibilities, he has been
diligently supporting and
promoting the education
sector to enable school-age

children to receive education.
However, as weaknesses still
exist, all concerned parties
need to cooperate. In the fu-
ture, those who graduate and
enter respective workplaces
will shoulder state respon-
sibilities in their respective
sectors and must strive to
develop the education sector.

Afterwards, the Rector
of Myitkyina University

and responsible persons ex-
plained university-related
information and the univer-
sity's needs. Deputy Minister
Dr. Zaw Myint discussed by
sector, and the Vice-Senior
General coordinated and
provided necessary support,
presenting honorary funds
for the schools.

Next, the Vice-Senior
General and party visited

the People’s Hospital. They
visited local ethnic people
receiving treatment, inquired
individually about their ill-
nesses and the medical treat-
ment being provided, offered
words of encouragement, and
presented food items as well
as honorary funds for the
health staff.

Afterwards, the Vice-
Senior General and party

visited the Dhamma Rak-
khita Wuntho Monastery
compound in Myitkyina
town, paid respects to the
monastery's presiding
monk, Sayadaw Bhaddanta
Kesumala, presented reli-
gious matters, and offered
donations of items and
cash.

Subsequently, the Vice-
Senior General and his en-

tourage visited the Kachin
Baptist Convention (KBC)
in Myitkyina town. They met
with the General Secretary of
the Kachin Baptist Conven-
tion and venerable clergy
from the Catholic Church,
exchanged Christmas gifts,
and exchanged Christmas
prayer words and words of
gratitude.

100

of innocent people.

to protect the lives and property of the general public.

schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property
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