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NAY PYI TAW August 20

Prime Minister of the Re-
public of Belarus H.E. Mr. Ale-
xander Turchin paid a courtesy
call on President of the Re-
public of the Union of Myanmar
U Min Aung Hlaing on his Offi-
cial Visit to Minsk, the Republic
of Belarus, at the President
Hotel in Minsk at 10.45 am
today.

First, the President arrived
at the hotel and was cordially
greeted by the Prime Minister
of the Republic of Belarus.

Then, the President and the
Prime Minister held exclusive
talks. During the talks, the
Prime Minister extended his
greetings by saying the Re-
public of Belarus cordially
welcomed the Official Visit to
the Republic of Belarus by the
President of the Republic of
the Union of Myanmar. It was
learnt that our President and
His Excellency Mr. President

has friendly personal relations
and have placed emphasis on
further strengthening of bilate-
ral friendship and relations.
The roadmap for promotion
of Myanmar-Belarus bilateral
cooperation (2026-2028) has
been adopted and is being im-
plemented. It is believed that
matters related to further im-
prove the bilateral cooperation
will be discussed during the
current visit and it will be a
successful one.

Then, the President respond-
ed to the greetings, expressing
his gratitude for warmly wel-
coming the high-level led by
him. It was found on arrival
that the weather was cool and
pleasant in Minsk, the Republic
of Belarus. It was believed that
discussions could be success-
fully held to achieve success in
multiple sectors for bilateral
friendship and cooperation dur-
ing the visit. Myanmar is an
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President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar U Min Aung Hlaing holds talks with Prime Minister of the Republic
of Belarus H.E.Mr. Alexander Turchin in Minsk.

ASEAN member country and a
close friendly nation of Belarus
in Southeast Asia. Efforts will
be made to further improve the
bilateral friendship and coopera-

tion.

Afterward, the President and
the Prime Minister cordially dis-
cussed multi-sectoral cooperat-
ion between the two countries

including agriculture and live-
stock breeding, economic and
investment and further poten-
tials.

Myawady

President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar U Min Aung Hlaing and

high-level Myanmar delegation leaves Russian Federation, arrives in Belarus
] '

L.
LS

President U Min Aung Hlaing being seen off at Vnukovo International Airport by an official and the Guard of Honour.

NAY PYI TAW August 20

At the invitation of President
of the Republic of Belarus Mr.
Aleksandr Lukashenko,Presi-
dent U Min Aung Hlaing and a

high-level Myanmar delegation
left Vnukovo International Air-
port in Moscow at local time
8 am today to pay an Official
Visit to the Republic of Belarus

following their Official Visit to
the Russian Federation paid
at the invitation of President
of the Russian Federation Mr.
Vladimir Putin.

The President and delegation
were seen off at the airport by
Deputy Foreign Affairs Mini-
ster of Russia H.E.Mr. Andrey
Rudenko and officials alongside
the Guard of Honour.

The President received the

International Airport.

President U Min Aung Hlaing being welcomed by an official at the Minsk

salute ofthe Guard of Honour: The
national anthems of Myanmar
and Russia were played as the
guard of honour bid farewell. The
President then left the airport
for Belarus by a special flight.

See Page - 1900
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The President and the high-
level Myanmar delegation arri-
ved at the Minsk International
Airport in Belarus at 9.45 am
local time and were warmly
welcomed by Deputy Prime
Minister of Belarus H.E. Mr.
Viktor Karankievch, Deputy
Minister of Foreign Affairs
H.E. Mr. Sergey Lukashevich
and officials of the Belarusian
cabinet, the Belarusian Ambass-
ador to Myanmar; Myanmar Am-
bassador of Belarus U Maung
Maung Soe and officials at the
airport.

Taking positions on both sides
of the red carpet, the Guard of
Honourwelcomed the President
in accordance with the tradition
of welcoming a Head of State
who was on a State Visit.

The President proceeded to

the Victory Monument where
he would pay tribute and lay
wreath, and was welcomed by
officials there.

The Guard of Honour played
the national anthems of the Re-
public of the Union of Myanmar
and the Republic of Belarus
while the President laid the
wreath and paid tribute at the
Victory Monument.

The President received the
ceremonial march-past salute
by the Guard of Honour and
warmly greeted the officials.

The Victory Monument was
erected in Minsk in 1954 in
honour of the Soviet soldiers and
Belarusian partisans who fell in
the war against Nazi invasion
during the World War IL. Itis a
historic landmark of Belarus.
An Eternal Peace Flame is
continuous burning at the foot

Local News |19

President U Min Aung Hlaing visits the Victory Monument to lay wreath and pay tribute.

of a 38-meter-high obelisk in
memory of the fallen heroes. It

is a place where foreign lead-
ers and diplomats visit to pay

tribute.

Myawady

President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar U Min Aung Hlaing
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NAY PYI TAW August 20

President of the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar
U Min Aung Hlaing, who is on
an Official Visit to Minsk, the
Republic of Belarus, flew to
Grodno by helicopter to visit
Grodno Azot chemical fertilizer
factory there at 12 noon today.
The President was accompan-
ied by the members of his dele-
gation.

Along the flight from Minsk
to Grodno, the President and
party had an aerial view of the
farming activities of Belarus,
improving road transport, and
regional development.

On arrival at the Grodno air-
port, the President and party
were warmly welcomed by
Mr. Yuri Khadzhimuratovich,
Governor/Chairman of the

Executive Committee for the
Grodno Region, and govern-
ment officials. The President
and party proceeded to Grodno
Azot chemical fertilizer factory
from the airport by car. At the
factory, they were cordially
welcomed by Factory General
Secretary Mr. Lyashenko Igor
Vasilyevich and officials.

At the hall of the factory, the
President and party attended
aluncheon hosted by the gover-
nor in their honour. After the
luncheon, the President and
the governor exchanged com-
memorative gifts.

At the factory meeting hall,
the President heard a report on
the history of the factory; its fun-

The photo shows

a part of the Grodno Azot
chemical fertilizer factory.

visits Grodno Azot chemical fertilizer factory

President of the
Republic of the
Union of Myanmar

U Min Aung Hlaing
‘ exchanges
commemorative
gifts with an
official.

ctions, available occupational

trainings, annual production

volume, production of chemical
Y

fertilizers for farming to ensure
domestic food sufficiency as
well for exports, production
of other goods by the factory,
manufacturing of nylon robes
and accessories that have mar-
ket demand, market distribut-
ion, and negotiations to export
chemical fertilizers to Myanmar,
presented by the factory general
secretary and officials.

Regarding the briefings, the
President made inquiries and
engaged in discussions. After-
wards, the President signed the
factory’s guestbook.

The President and delegation
members viewed a scale model
of the fertilizer factory displayed
in the showroom. The general
secretary of the factory pre-
sented a Grodno Azot fertilizer
factory emblem to the Presi-

dent. The President toured the
factory by vehicle, where he
made inquiries, engaged in dis-
cussions regarding the clarifi-
cations presented by officials.

The President and party left
the airport in Grodno where they
were seen off by the governor
and officials.

The Grodno Azot fertilizer fact-
ory, located in Grodno, Belarus,
has been operating since 1963
and is one of Europe's largest
state-owned nitrogen-based
fertilizer and chemical manu-
facturing facilities. It is an econo-
mically vital enterprise for Be-
larus, primarily producing am-
monia, urea, and various nitrogen
fertilizers, which support the
domestic agricultural sector as
well as exports to numerous
countries worldwide. Myawady
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cally located for regional trade
and business, the country poss-
esses vast tracts of fertile land
and abundant natural resour-
ces. Thanks to a tropical and
humid climate, agricultural
and livestock activities can be
carried out year-round. As Be-
larus possesses advanced live-
stock breeding technologies,
Belarusian investors are invit-
ed to establish poultry, swine,
and cattle farming operations
in Myanmar to serve both do-
mestic needs and export mar-
kets in neighboring China, India,
and wider Asia.

The government’s economic
policy focuses on leveraging the
nation’s land, water, climate,
and geographic advantages to
transition toward an agro-based
industrialized economy. Given
the high quality of Belarusian
agricultural technology, chemi-
cal fertilizers, and farm machin-
ery, Belarusian enterprises are
invited to collaborate through
technology transfers and invest-
ments across the entire value
chain—from primary farming
to food processing—supporting
Myanmar’s transition to a smart
agriculture system.

Furthermore, there is poten-
tial toimport and use Belarusian
high-quality agricultural machin-
ery, equipment and mechanical
devices in Myanmar. We would
alsolike to invite Belarusian busi-
nesses to invest in joint manu-
facturing ventures in Myanmar.
As another area of opportunity,
Myanmar is encouraging grea-
ter domestic production of con-
sumer goods, milk and dairy pro-
ducts, medicines and medical
supplies. There are many opp-
ortunities for Belarus to invest

inthese sectors as part of econo-
mic cooperation between the
two countries.

In addition, the government
is prioritizing infrastructure
development, which is essential
for national economic growth.
Therefore, we invite investment
inbusiness projects and logistics
services, including modern
warehouses, cold-storage facili-
ties and freight transportation
infrastructure.

Likewise, the government is
encouraging and inviting pri-
vate investment to ensure ade-
quate electricity supply in the
country, particularly in power
generation projects using hy-
dropower, solar energy, wind
energy and biomass energy. In
terms of hydropower generation
under the renewable energy
sector, Myanmar has four major
rivers—the Ayeyawady, Than-
lwin, Chindwin and Sittaung—
as well as more than 1,000 rivers
and streams. With annual rainfall
ranging from 2,000 to 5,000 milli-
meters, the country has the
potential to generate up to 100
gigawatts of hydropower, of
which 40-50 gigawatts could
be commerecially developed. In
addition, the Magway, Manda-
lay and Sagaing regions, which
lie within the tropical solar belt,
have the potential to generate
up to 51,973.8 terawatt-hours of
solar energy annually.

The Tigyit, Nanma and Maw-
laik areas of Myanmar are also
coal-producing regions. Coal-
fired power plants could be
constructed using advanced
technologies that minimize en-
vironmental impacts, thereby
contributing to electricity suffi-
ciency. Therefore, we would like
to invite Belarusian businesses

to invest in power generation
projects.

Our government is undertak-
ing a digital transformation to
improve the country’s economic
and investment environment
and enhance technology ser-
vices. We therefore invite invest-
ment in technology and digital
service businesses. For this
purpose, the 4,047-hectare Yada-
narpon Cyber City has been
established near PyinOoLwin in
central Myanmar. The area also
has all-weatherroad access and
an international-standard air-
port capable of accommodating
jet aircraft, facilitating conveni-
ent international travel.

Therefore, we would like to
invite interested Belarusian
investors to invest in areas in-
cluding the digital transformat-
ion of government services, in-
formation and communications
technology, applications of arti-
ficial intelligence (AD), digital
payment systems, and the de-
velopment of an innovative busi-
ness environment.

When investing in Myanmar,
your businesses can establish
and operate not only industrial
zones and special economic
zones but also integrated agri-
cultural zones and industrial
projects, depending on the type
of business and the strengths
of the respective regions and
states. As you are aware, Myan-
mar has three special econo-
mic zones: Thilawa, Dawei and
Kyaukpyu.

For Belarusian businesses
seeking investment opportunit-
ies, we would also like to point
out that the Thilawa Special
Economic Zone, located near
Yangon, is currently the most
successful of the three. It has

transportation advantages for
international connectivity and
well-developed infrastructure,
making it an ideal choice for ex-
port-oriented and manufactur-
ing businesses. Likewise, in
the Dawei Special Economic
Zone, which is being developed
through cooperation between
Myanmar and Russia, Belar-
usian companies are invited to
undertake heavy industrial acti-
vities, including the production
of tires and heavy machinery,
as well as heavy-duty trucks.

Furthermore, we would like
to invite investment in mineral
extraction and processing acti-
vities in Taninthayi Region. The
region also offers a favorable
investment environment for
tourism and is therefore open
to investment in hotels and
tourism-related businesses.
Through economic cooperation,
mutual benefits can be achieved

for both countries

He noted that Belarus is a
member state of the Eurasian
Economic Union (EAEU). Headd-
ed that Myanmar; as an ASEAN
member state, actively partici-
patesin ASEAN-EAEU coopera-
tion, following a Memorandum
of Understanding signed in
2018 to initiate collaboration
between the two blocs.

He stated that Myanmar is
actively participating in econo-
mic cooperation under ASEAN
+1 FTAs and RCEP, gaining
market access to relevant coun-
tries and benefiting from tariff
preferences and exemptions
on its exports. He added that
Belarusian entrepreneurs, by
investing in Myanmar, can
connect to the ASEAN and Asian
markets, while Myanmar pro-
ducts resulting from these
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investments can enter the vast
market of EAEU member states
through Belarus, creating a
win-win situation. He therefore
emphasized that both countries
serve as strategically important,
mutually beneficial gateways for
trade flows between the Asian
and European continents.

He emphasized that Belarus’s
robust industrial and techno-
logical capabilities should be
combined with Myanmar’s
natural and human resources
to carry out mutually beneficial
economic cooperation. He add-
ed that the necessary support
will be provided to the maxi-
mum extent possible to ensure
smooth business operations for
Belarusian entrepreneurs start-
ing investments in Myanmar.

He noted that prominent busi-
ness organizations and entre-
preneurs from both countries
are attending the forum, inviting
Belarusian entrepreneurs to
study and analyze Myanmar’s
investment opportunities to
implement mutually beneficial,
long-termjoint projects. He add-
ed that boosting investment
between Myanmar and Belarus
can advance bilateral trade and
economic cooperation, while
warm people-to-people exchan-
ges will foster “a mutually bene-
ficial partnership, sustainable
investment, and shared develop-
ment.”

Heinvited attendees to open a
new chapterin bilateral strategic
economic cooperation through
this forum and to walk the path
of development together with
full confidence.

Following the opening cere-
mony, the President and his party
toured the Myanmar product

booths on display. Myawady

Vice President Daw Nan Ni Ni Aye delivers speech at meeting 1/2026 of
National Committee on the Rights of Persons w1th Dlsabllltles

NAY PYI TAW August 20

Vice President of the Republic of the
Union of Myanmar Daw Nan Ni Ni Aye
who chairs the National Committee on
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
delivered an address at the meeting
1/2026 of the national committee at the
meeting hall of the Ministry of Social
Welfare, Relief and Resettlement in

Nay Pyi Taw this afternoon.

Also present at the meeting were Vice
Chairs of the national committee Union
Minister for Social Welfare, Relief and
Resettlement Dr. Soe Win and Chairman
of the Myanmar Federation of Persons
with Disabilities U Thein Han Thu, com-
mittee member Union Minister for

Women’s Affairs Dr. Thet Thet Zin, de-
puty ministers, the Nay Pyi Taw Council
member, departmental heads, represen-
tatives of the organizations of persons
with disabilities, and officials together
with social affairs ministers of region
and state governments through video

conferencing.

In her speech, the Vice President said
that the persons with disabilities are
an important part of society, and it is
essential to ensure that they enjoy equal
rights alongside others. Therefore, the
government is fully implementing the
necessary laws, bylaws, and policies
for persons with disabilities, striving to
create equal opportunities in education,

healthcare, employment, and accessi-
bility/mobility. Furthermore, she empha-

Vice President Daw Nan Ni Ni Aye who chairs the National Committee on the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities delivers an address at the meeting 1/2026 of the national committee.

sized that the National Committee should
See Page - 23 mm
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President U Min Aung Hlaing delivers opening address at

Myanmar-Belarus Busine

NAY PYI TAW August 20

President of the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar
U Min Aung Hlaing delivered
an address at the opening of
the Myanmar-Belarus Forum
at the President Hotel in Minsk
at 11 am local standard time
today.

The forum was also attended
by Belarusian Prime Minister
H.E. Mr. Alexander Turchin,
Union ministers and officials
who accompanied the President,

the Myanmar Ambassador to

the Republic of Belarus, the Be-
larusian Ambassador to Myan-
mar, officials of the Belarusian
Cabinet, the patron and party
of the Republic of the Union
of Myanmar Federation of
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry, businesspeople from
two countries and guests.

In his address, the Belarusian
Prime Minister stated that he
warmly welcomed President
U Min Aung Hlaing and the
Myanmar delegation to the Re-
public of Belarus. It is an im-
mense honour and pleasure
to inaugurate today's Belarus-
Myanmar Business Forum,
which clearly demonstrates the
positive momentum in relations
between our two countries. He
explained friendly relations
bewteen Heads of State of both
countries, promotion of coope-
ration, plans to enhance invest-
ment and cooperation between
the two countries, cooperation
in industrial production, and
promotion of cooperation in the
unlimited legal environment for
textile, personal good industr-
ies, agriculture and foodstulff,
health and medicine, advanced
technology science and nurtur-
ing human resources, and in-
vestment sectors and creation
of finance and transport infra-
structure.

In his speech, the President of
Myanmar said that the global
economy is advancing rapidly
today, leading countries to seek
mutually beneficial strategic
economic partnerships to stren-
gthen their economies.

More specifically, bilateral
economic cooperation can be
promoted much more effectively
by expanding B2B collaboration,
developing joint projects, shar-
ing investment insights and
opportunities, and working
together through dialogue to

ss Forum
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President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar U Min Aung Hlaing delivers an address at the Myanmar-Belarus Business Forum at the President Hotel

in Minsk, the Republic of Belarus.

resolve economic and trade
barriers.

This forum is a crucial opport-
unity to deepen our mutual coo-
peration in business, invest-
ment, and trade, based on the
existing ties of friendship bet-
ween Myanmar and Belarus.

Myanmar-Belarusian
partner relations

Although Myanmar and Be-
larus are geographically dis-
tant, they are true friends built
upon deep friendship, mutual
understanding, and trust. Since
establishing diplomatic relat-
ions in September 1999, reach-
ing 26 years today, the relation-
ship between the two nations
has shown clear and remarkable
progress.

Furthermore, bilateral relat-
ions have reached their 'closest’
and 'highest' levels, marked by
the significant milestone of up-
grading the Myanmar Consu-
late-General in Minsk, Belarus,
to an Embassy. He would also
like to express deep gratitude to
Belarus for consistently stand-
ing firmly alongside Myanmar
and extending steadfast sup-
port, not only within our bilateral
partnership but also on the inter-
national stage, even during
challenging times.

Even amidst today's mounting
global geopolitical and geoeco-
nomic challenges, Myanmar-
Belarus relations have grown
stronger and more robust
through mutual trust. They re-
main firmly committed to fur-
ther advancing these ties in
the future. Grounded in their

historically strong friendship,
the time has now arrived to
strategically elevate and realize
the economic cooperation.
Promoting Bilateral Economy,
Investment, and Trade

Foreign investment serves as
adriving engine for boosting a
nation’s economic growth. There-
fore, to foster national economic
development, both domestic
and foreign investments are
encouraged and welcomed in
accordance with the Myanmar
Investment Law and the Myan-
mar Special Economic Zone
Law. Furthermore, to enhance
economic cooperation and in-
vestment with strategic partner
countries, bilateral economic
Memoranda of Understanding
(MoUs) and agreements are con-
tinuously being signed and im-
plemented.

Inthisregard, the Agreement
on Trade and Economic Coo-
peration between Myanmar
and Belarus was signed on
December 2, 2011. Currently,
focused efforts are underway
on vital processes to advance
bilateral economic cooperation
and protect investments.

Specifically, to enhance in-
vestment promotion and mutual
cooperation, an MoU on Invest-
ment Promotion was signed
between Myanmar and Belarus
on November 28,2025. In addit-
ion, efforts are being made to
finalize and sign the Bilateral
Agreement on the Promotion
and Reciprocal Protection of
Investments as soon as possi-
ble.

Similarly, several agreements
and MoUs covering trade, eco-
nomic, scientific, technological,
and cultural cooperation have
been signed to support bilateral
economic partnership. These
include MoUs on scientific and
technological cooperation, MoUs
on customs cooperation, and
export credit framework agree-
ments.

Notably, to strategically ex-
pand comprehensive, cross-
sectoral collaboration—includ-
ing investment—the Roadmap
for Enhancing Cooperation
between Myanmar and Belarus
(2026-2028) has been drafted,
approved, and signed. This
roadmap includes initiatives
to enhance investment, trade,
and economic cooperation, as
well as detailed implementation
plans for collaboration across
various sectors such as industry,
agriculture, healthcare, bank-
ing, education, and tourism.

This demonstrates that the
bilateral cooperation is ground-
ed in concrete timelines and
defined targets, marking an
important new milestone in
advancing economic relations.
Domestically, to safeguard local
production and investments,
Myanmar has not only enacted
investment laws aligned with
international standards but is
also fully implementing four
Intellectual Property laws. Con-
sequently, products manufact-
ured and innovated in Myanmar
now enjoy intellectual property
protections on par with inter-
national standards.

Myanmar’s Market Conditions
and Human Resources

Drawing a circle with a diame-
ter of 4,000 kilometers centered
on Nay Pyi Taw encompasses
more than 4 billion people—over
half of the world’s population.
Myanmar borders India and
China, the two most populous
nations on earth, serving as a
vital bridge connecting South-
east Asia and broader Asian
markets while also facing the
Indian Ocean.

Additionally, the country is
centrally located across key
regional connectivity routes,
including the India-Myanmar—
Thailand Trilateral Highway, the
ASEAN Highway Network, the
East-West Economic Corridor,
and the China-Myanmar Eco-
nomic Corridor. Myanmar has
apopulation of 51 million, with
aworking-age population com-
prising 67 percent. Around 30
percent of the population re-
sides in urban areas, while the
remaining 70 percent live in
rural regions, where approxi-
mately 50 percent of the rural
workforce is engaged in industr-
ies based on agriculture, live-
stock, forestry, and fisheries.

Investment Opportunities

in Myanmar

To deepen bilateral economic
collaboration, Myanmar pre-
sents significant opportunities
for Belarusian entrepreneurs.
Myanmar serves as a geographic
bridge connecting China, India,
South Asia, Southeast Asia, and
the Indian Ocean. Geostrategi-

See Page - 20»»
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The 9% Thailand-Myanmar High Level Committee Meeting takes place

NAY PYI TAW August 20

The 9* Thailand-Myanmar
High Level Committee Meeting,
hosted by Thailand, takes place
this morning at the Grand Ball-
room of the Chatrium Grand
Hotel in Bangkok, Thailand.

The meeting is attended by
Commander-in-Chief of Defence
Services General Ye Win Oo,
Chief of General Staff (Army,
Navy and Air) General Ko Ko Oo,
and senior military officers from
the Office of the Commander-
in-Chief, alongside Chief of De-
fence Forces of the Royal Thai
Armed Forces General Ukris
Boontanondha and senior offi-
cers from the Royal Thai Arm-
ed Forces.

First, General Ye Win Oo and
General Ukris Boontanondha
delivered their opening re-
marks.

In his opening remarks, the
Chief of Defence Forces of the
Royal Thai Armed Forces notes
that this meeting serves as the
highest-level mechanism for
cooperation between the two
armed forces and plays a vital
role in practically solidifying
their friendship and close re-
lations. He adds that it is con-
ducted with the shared object-
ives of maintaining peace, sta-
bility, and security in the border
areas of both countries, as well
as enabling the citizens of both
nations to enjoy better lives,
prosperity, and sustainable
development. He therefore
emphasizes his firm belief that
the close relationship between

General Ye Win Oo attends the 9" Thailand-Myanmar High Level Committee Meeting.

the two armed forces, built
on understanding, trust, and
cooperation, will overcome all
challenges and difficulties
together.

He states that through the
strong commitment and deter-
mination of both armed forces,
today’s meeting is successfully
held, expressing confidence
that all joint objectives will be
fully realized. He notes that the
practical measures presented
for strengthening relations and
cooperation will contribute to
security, safety, and mutual
understanding, paving the
way toward closer cooperation
across various fields in the
future. He reaffirms that the
commitments made by former
Chiefs of Defence Forces of the
Royal Thai Armed Forces for
the security and prosperity of
both nations and their peoples

will be upheld, emphasizing
that these commitments will
endure to maintain cooperation
and further deepen sustainable,
close relations between the two
armed forces.

General Ye Win Oo then deli-
vers his opening remarks,
stating that the HL.C meeting
is held with key objectives: to
enhance cooperation between
the two armed forces, establish
guidelines for military collabo-
ration in addressing border
security issues, and consult on
continuing the work of Regional
Border Committees (RBC) and
Township Border Committees
(TBC). He adds that it also aims
to maintain and promote stabi-
lity, peace, and socio-economic
development for citizens of
both countries living along the
Myanmar-Thailand border, as
well as make necessary arr-

angements to resolve border
security issues and other chall-
enges. He notes that meetings
are held regularly to build dee-
per mutual trust, understand-
ing, and cooperation between
the two armed forces, highlight-
ing that the 38" Regional Bor-
der Committee Meeting (38"
RBC) was successfully hosted
by Myanmar in Kengtung from
June29toJuly 1. He further em-
phasizes that regular talks,
meetings, and exchange visits
are conducted between the re-
spective Navies and Air Forces,
which successfully strengthens
cooperation between the two
armed forces.

The High-Level Committee
(HLC) meeting between the
two armed forces is expected to
further solidify mutual under-
standing, trust, and friendship
between the Myanmar and Thai

militaries. Itis fully believed that
the discussions will contribute
to stronger and more robust
relations, with a commitment to
continuously improve coopera-
tion and collaboration between
the two sides.

The HL.C meeting serves as a
platform for open and transpar-
ent dialogue between the Myan-
mar and Thai armed forces
on matters of mutual benefit,
including the socio-economic
development, stability, and
security of the peoples of both
nations. Through this meet-
ing, it is strongly believed
that invaluable benefits will
be realized in shaping peace,
security and development in
the border regions of the two
countries.

Following the opening re-
marks, the outcomes of the 38
Regional Border Committee
Meeting were presented by
Major General Narongrit Pani-
gabutr, Deputy Commander
of the Royal Thai Army's 3¢
Army Area. Additionally, issues
successfully discussed at the
Joint Secretary Meeting (JSM)
were briefed by Lieutenant
General Chumphot Nurakkate,
Joint Secretary of the HL.C and
Director-General of Border Aff-
airs.

Subsequently; the co-chairmen
of the Thailand-Myanmar High-
Level Committee Meeting—the
Commander-in-Chief of the
Defence Services of Myanmar

and the Chief of Defence Forces
See Page - 23 @@

Chief of Defence Forces of the Royal Thai Armed Forces hosts dinner in
honor of Myanmar Tatmadaw delegation led by Commander-in-Chief of
Defence Services General Ye Win Oo

NAY PYI TAW August 20

Chief of Defence Forces of the
Royal Thai Armed Forces
General Ukris Boontanondha
hosted a dinner in honor of the
Myanmar Tatmadaw delegation
led by Commander-in-Chief of
Defence Services General Ye
Win Oo, which attended the
9t Thailand-Myanmar High
Level Committee Meeting,
this evening.

Also present together with
the Commander-in-Chief of De-
fence Services were his wife
Daw Nilar, Chief of General Staff
(Army, Navy and Air) General
Ko Ko 0o and his wife, senior
military officers from the Office

ofthe Commander-in-Chief and
their wives, Myanmar Military
Attache (Army, Navy and Air)
Brig-Gen Win Thu Lin and his
wife and the Chief of Defence
Forces of the Royal Thai Armed
Forces was accompanied by his
wife Mrs. Paveena Boontanon-
dha and senior officers of Royal
Thai Armed Forces and their
wives.

First, the Commander-in-Chief
of Defence Services and his wife
were greeted by the Chief of De-
fence Forces of the Royal Thai
Armed Forces and his wife. Then,
the Commanders-in-Chief of
the two armed forces extended
greetings. Afterward, while they

Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services General Ye Win Oo extends greetings at the dinner hosted by the Chief of
Defence Forces of the Royal Thai Armed Forces.

were enjoying the dinner toge-
ther, cultural troupes of Royal
Thai Armed Forces entertained
them with songs, traditional
puppet shows and dances.
After the dinner; the Comman-

der-in-Chief of Defence Ser-
vices and his wife and the Chief
of Defence Forces of the Royal
Thai Armed Forces and his wife
exchanged gifts.

Then, the two Commanders-

in-Chief and their wives presen-
ted cash awards and honorary
flower baskets to the artists, who
performed musics and dances,
before posing for documentary
photographs. 100
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identify and disseminate information
that people with various types of disabi-
lities and their caregiving families need
to know, as well as essential details on
how to access support and assistance.

In doing so, efforts must also be made
to eliminate mockery and discrimination
against persons with disabilities and to
foster human rights-based perspectives.
Accessibility in living, mobility, and facility
usage is crucial when addressing disa-
bility affairs. Therefore, ministries and
municipal committees must prioritize and
implement measures within approved
budget allocations in accordance with
the Myanmar National Building Code.
To support the education and develop-
ment of persons with disabilities, the
Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief and
Resettlement has opened nine depart-
ment-run schools, providing systematic
care. Furthermore, within the govern-

ment’s 100-day initiative, an additional
training school for the children with disa-
bilities was opened in Ottarathiri Town-
ship, Nay Pyi Taw, and has commenced
providing care for children with disa-
bilities.

To enable persons with disabilities to
live with minimal dependency, the private
sector needs to collaborate alongside
the state in facilitating their entry into
the practical workforce once they are
mentally and physically prepared,
including through education and train-
ing. Emphasis must be placed on creat-
ing job opportunities based on their dis-
tinct, exceptional capabilities across
different types of disabilities. Further-
more, concerted efforts must be made
to ensure their participation not only in
economic enterprises but also in social,
cultural, sports, and artistic fields.

In the healthcare sector, the Ministry
of Health has already issued directives to

Local & Tatmadaw News 23

provide medical care on a priority basis
to persons with disabilities without
the need to wait in queues at hospitals
and clinics, as well as to treat them as
a priority group eligible for free emer-
gency healthcare, laboratory testing,
and medical imaging diagnostics. Fur-
thermore, as persons with disabilities
are highly vulnerable when facing
natural disasters, it is essential to take
their needs into consideration and inte-
grate them into disaster risk reduction
initiatives.

The Vice President stated that in
implementing measures for the mental
and physical development of persons
with disabilities, officials from relevant
departments and organizations must
work in concerted unison alongside the
Union Government. Furthermore, she
urged everyone to view promoting the
rights of persons with disabilities as a
fun-damental responsibility for social

justice, to fully cooperate under the
State’s leadership, and to discuss
effective, beneficial recommendations
for persons with disabilities in today’s
meeting.

The Vice Chair (1) discussed the imple-
mentation of the tasks for rights of the
persons with disabilities while Secretary
of the National Committee Deputy Mini-
ster Dr. Thant Zaw Lwin reported on
the accomplishment for the previous
minutes.

The attendees discussed sectoral
implementation for the rights of the per-
sons with disabilities and future plans
whereas committee members represen-
tatives of the persons with disabilities
submitted the reports on requirements
tobe fulfilled. The Vice President respon-
ded to the discussions and coordinated
the measures before giving the concludig
remarks.

Myawady
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of the Royal Thai Armed Forces—
ratified the matters deliberated
during the session.

The meeting was concluded
with closing addresses delivered
by both Commanders-in-Chief,
followed by the signing and ex-
change of agreements from the
9t Thailand-Myanmar High-

Level Committee Meeting. Com-
memorative plaques were also
exchanged, and the Chief of De-
fence Forces of the Royal Thai
Armed Forces presented two air
quality measurement devices
to the Myanmar Commander-in-
Chief. The event culminatedina
group photo session with all att-
endees.

The Joint Secretary Meeting
for the 9" Thailand-Myanmar
High-Level Committee Meeting
was held in Bangkok from
August 16to 19. Key areas of coo-
peration discussed included
mutual exchange of goodwill
visits, joint military meetings,
agricultural collaboration, edu-
cation and training cooperation,

counter-terrorism efforts, mili-
tary cultural exchanges, military
medical cooperation, humani-
tarian assistance and disaster
relief, border stability and law
enforcement, drug prevention
and control, cybercrime com-
bat, people-centric initiatives,
maritime security and safety
enhancement, cross-border

forest fire and haze prevention,
flood early warning systems
and remote monitoring stations,
andjoint efforts to combat water
pollution in border rivers. The
10t Myanmar-Thailand High-
Level Committee Meeting is
scheduled to be hosted by Myan-
mar in 2027.

100

Tatmadaw columns apprehend 23 online fraud and gambling perpetrators along
with equipment in Kehsi Township, Southern Shan State

NAY PYI TAW August 20

As online fraud and online
gambling scams threaten glo-
bal socio-economic stability and
national security, the Govern-
ment is actively combating them
as a national task. Authorities
are effectively uncovering and
cracking down on operations
based in border areas while
taking stringent legal actions
against domestic offenders. As
part of these stepped-up efforts,
Tatmadaw columns successfully
uncovered and arrested 23 indi-
viduals engaged in online fraud
and gambling, along with their
related equipment, in Kehsi
Township, Southern Shan State.

Acting on tip-offs from respon-
sible local citizens that indivi-
duals involved in online fraud and
gambling were hiding and ope-
rating out of temporary make-
shift shelters in Kehsi Township,
military columns conducted
step-by-step intelligence follow-
ups and security operations.
This morning, at a location
approximately 9,900 meters
north of Wan Hpun Village and
2,900 meters northeast of Pone-
long Village in Kehsi Township,

security forces arrested 10 Chi-
nese male nationals who had
crossed into Myanmar illegally
torun online fraud and gambling
operations. Seized items used in
theirillicit operations included
one 40-by-20-foot temporary
tarpaulin living shelter, one 60-
by-20-foot temporary tarpaulin
living shelter; one 50-by-10-foot
temporary tarpaulin workshop
shelter, one 40-by-20-foot tem-
porary tarpaulin kitchen shelter,
four Starlink sets, 26 assorted
mobile phones, two tablets, one
laptop, eight network switch
boxes, 12 Wi-Firouters, four POS
payment terminals, one large
power generator, two refrigera-
tors, and related accessories.

Tatmadaw columns subsequ-
ently conducted systematic area
clearance operations in surr-
ounding areas to ensure no fur-
ther scam operations remain-
ed. They apprehended another
six illegal Chinese male natio-
nals engaging in online scams
roughly 3,000 meters northwest
of Ponelong Village, and an
additional sevenillegal Chinese
male nationals roughly 3,900
meters north of Ponelong Vill-

Seven illegal Chinese nationals arrested for online fraud
and gambling operations in Kehsi Township, Southern

Shan State.

age. In total, 23 Chinese male
nationals engaged in online
fraud and gambling operations
were arrested.

Following standard investi-

Makeshift 11v1ng quarters and work shelters used in operating online fraud and gambllng activities.

gation procedures, the arrested
perpetrators will face decisive

Twenty-three illegal Chinese nationals arrested for online
fraud and gambling operations, along with seized equipment,

in Kehsi Township, Southern Shan State.

and stern legal action in accor-
dance with existing laws, and
the confiscated operational
equipment will be processed
according to official protocols.

Furthermore, the illegally con-
structed living and work shelters

will be systematically dismantl-
ed and destroyed. Crackdown
operations will continue actively
at full momentum with a focus-
ed commitment to completely

eradicate online fraud and gam-
bling bases. 100
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