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Chinese economy gathers steam amid targeted policy mix

Multiple indicators have po-
inted to improved performance
of the Chinese economy in the
first half (H1), signaling sustai-
ned recovery momentum as
the country navigates hurdles
and headwinds with a targeted
policy mix.

Speaking at a symposium on
the economic situation this week,
Premier Li Qiang said that the
Chinese economy has sustained
sound upward momentum and
nurtured new growth drivers
despite the complex external
environment since the start of
this year. He stressed that such
achievements were "hard-won."

Although there are still many
difficulties and challenges, policy
measures from the government
have continued to take effect,

and positive market factors are
building up, the premier said.

China's foreign trade reached
anewhigh in the first six months,
with its goods trade volume
expanding 6.1 percent year on
year to 21.17 trillion yuan (about
2.97 trillion U.S. dollars), cus-
toms data showed Friday.

In particular, export growth
continued to rebound, rising
6.9 percent year on year during
the period, a figure that foreign
news outlets reported as hav-
ing "beaten forecasts."

Consumer spending has per-
ked up amid the boom of ser-
vices consumption, as Chinese
consumers are more willing to
spend on dining, live concerts
and trips.

According to data from the

ming Arts, the country's box
office revenue of commerecial
performance saw a surge of
about 13 percent from a year
agoin H1, reflecting the growing
popularity of culture and art
activities among consumers.
The number is largely in line

unveiled earlier. In the January-
May period, China's retail sales
of consumer goods, a major in-
dicator of the country's consu-
mption strength, climbed 4.1
percent year on year, accord-
ing to the National Bureau of
Statistics (NBS).

Investment is another closely
watched economic indicator.
In the April-June period, the
project investment activity in-
dex, compiled based on project
bidding data by the State Infor-
mation Center, surged 32.1 per-
cent quarter on quarter, sugge-
sting the robustness in invest-
ment activities despite drag
from the real estate sector.

Growth of the index indicates
that implementation of related
projects will be accelerated
in the following months, as
winning the bid is the first step
of delivering projects, said Yang
Daoling, division head of the
big data development depart-
ment of the State Information
Center.

Xinhua

UNITED STATES

Gunfire erupts at Trump’s
speech in Pennsylvania,
former president injured

-

£
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-

N ]
Mﬂa former p‘residé‘r‘l’tiinjured.!
, : (AKX .

l

The former president was
reportedly injured but is expe-
cted to survive, said two senior
law enforcement officials. The
78-year-old appeared to have
sustained a bloody ear.

Gunfire reportedly erupted
atformer US President Donald
Trump's speech in Pennsylvania
on Saturday.

The former president was
speaking at his rally in the city
of Butler when it was cut short
by the sound of gunshots. Trump
then put his hand to his ear; sat
down behind the podium and
was surrounded by bodyguards,
a broadcast showed.

A couple of minutes later, the
guards were leading the former
president off the stage, with his
right ear bloodied.

The former president was

in the middle of discussing the
issue of immigration in the US,
and was displaying a chart of
border crossing numbers when
the incident occurred.

US Secret Service spokes-
person Anthony Guglielmi said
on Saturday that Trump is safe
after an apparent shooting
during a campaign rally in the
state of Pennsylvania.

"An incident occurred the
evening of July 13 at a Trump
rally in Pennsylvania. The Se-
cret Service has implemented
protective measures and the
former president is safe. This
isnow an active Secret Service
investigation and further infor-
mation will be released when
available," Guglielmi said on
social media.

Sputnik

CHINA

China-Russia joint naval exercise Kicks off

Chinese and Russian navies
on Sunday kicked off a joint
exercise coded "Exercise Joint
Sea-2024" at a military port in
Zhanjiang in south China's
Guangdong Province.

At the opening ceremony, the
director general of the exercise
from the Chinese navy said that

the mechanism for joint naval
exercises and training between
the two navies, as well as their
capability to conduct joint
maritime military operations,
has continued to improve.
According to the director
general from the Russian side,
holding such joint maritime

military exercises can enhance
the collaboration and professi-
onal levels of the two navies
and contribute to maintaining
maritime and regional security.

Following the ceremony, the
naval forces carried out on-map
military simulation and tactical
coordination exercises. Xinhua

PALESTINE

Death toll from Israeli strike on Gaza’s Khan
Younis rises to 90 - Gaza Health Ministry

The death toll from the
Israeli strike on the Gaza Strip's
southern governorate of Khan
Younis has risen to 90 people,
with 300 injured, the enclave's
health ministry said on Saturday.

"The death toll in the occupa-
tion's [Israel's] horrific mass-
acre, committed on Saturday
morning against citizens and

displaced persons in Al Mawasi
neighbor-hood in Khan Younis
Governorate has reached 90,
half of them women and chil-
dren, 300 injured, among them
dozens of children and women,"
the ministry said in a state-
ment.

Earlier in the day, the ministry
said over 70 people were killed

and 289 injured by the strike in Al
Mawasi area. A representative
of the Israel Defence Forces
told Sputnik that it had stricken
an area in the southern Gaza
Strip, targeting chief of Hamas's
military wing Mohammed Deif
and the commander of one of
Hamas' units, Rafia Salam.
Sputnik

VIETNAM

Atleast 11 confirmed dead due to landslide
in Vietnam’s mountainous north

Atleast 11 people on board a
minibus died after being buried
by a landslide in Vietnam's
northern province of Ha Giang
early Saturday morning while
four others were critically injured,
according to the latest update
by Vietnam News Agency.

When the vehicle was trapped

by a landslide on aroad in Bac
Me district, all the people on
board got out for help. The mini-
bus was reportedly carrying
around 16 people.

Thousands of cubic meters
of soil from above poured onto
the road, burying all the people.

According to the national

center for hydrometeorological
forecasting, rainfall in the area
where the accident happened
was recorded at 280-290 mm
from 7 p.m. on Friday until 7
a.m. on Saturday.

Natural disasters in Vietnam
left 68 people dead or missing
and injured 56 others in the first
six months of this year, said the
General Statistics Office.

Xinhua
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