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Myinmu Township grows more than 1,000
acres of sunflower this year

A thriving sunflower plantation in Myinmu Township.

Myinmu August 16

Statistics of Myinmu
Township Agriculture De-
partment stated that local
farmers have so far planted
more than 1,000 acres of
sunflower in Myinmu Town-
ship of Sagaing Region this
year.

During the 2026-2027
monsoon crop cultivation

season, 2,030 acres of sun-
flower are targeted for culti-
vation in Myinmu Township.
Planting began in June this
year, and 1,343 acres have
been planted so far.

“More than 2,000 acres
of sunflower are targeted
for cultivation in Myinmu
Township during this year’s
monsoon crop cultivation

season. More than 1,000
acres have been planted as
of today.

“Efforts are being made
to ensure that the targeted
acreage is fully cultivated.
Sunflower, an oilseed crop,
is being expanded to reduce
dependence on imported
palm oil. Sunflower pro-
duces a higher quantity of oil

per acre than other oilseed
crops such as groundnut
and sesame,” said U Soe
Paing, Head of the My-
inmu Township Agriculture
Department.

To expand sunflower cul-
tivation in Myinmu Town-
ship, the Township Agricul-
ture Department is stepping
up educational and training
programmes. Training is
also being intensified to
enhance the capacity of staff
and farmers who will grow
sunflowers.

This year, arrangements
have been made to provide
seeds to sunflower grow-
ers in Myinmu Township
and to sell urea fertiliz-
ers at affordable prices.
Quality sunflower seeds
produced locally are also
being distributed through
farmer-to-farmer seed
exchange systems.

206
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and robbing.

general public.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”,

the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist

groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks,
civil servants including schoolteachers, and mem-

bers of the general public, as well as looting

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”,
“NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidat-
ing and killing people and committing destructive

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on ter-
rorists and on possession and transport of weapons/
ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and

property of innocent people.

Over 6,000 acres of monsoon paddy
cultivated in Sagaing Township this season

Sagaing August 16

Over 6,000 acres of mon-
soon paddy have been plant-
ed during this year's mon-
soon crop season in Sagaing
Township, Sagaing District,
Sagaing Region, according
to figures from the Sagaing
Township Department of
Agriculture.

For the current 2026—
2027 monsoon crop season,
Sagaing Township has set a
cultivation target of 26,120
acres of monsoon paddy.
Planting began in June, and a
total 0f 6,993 acres have been

cultivated to date.

"During this year's
monsoon crop season, over
26,000 acres of monsoon
paddy have been targeted for
cultivation in Sagaing Town-
ship. As of today, over 6,000
acres have been planted. We
are working to ensure the tar-
geted acreage is fully met. We
will provide the necessary
agricultural technologies and
quality seeds for monsoon
paddy cultivation. We are
also conducting field visits to
assist farmers in completing
their planting on time," said

U Myo Thant Aung, Head
of the Sagaing Township
Department of Agriculture.
To ensure smooth and
systematic monsoon paddy
cultivation this season, the
relevant township agricultur-
al department is collaborating
closely with local farmers.
The department is provid-
ing paddy farmers with agri-
cultural technical knowledge,
raising awareness on pest
prevention, preventing crop
damage and loss, and advis-
ing farmers to move har-
vested paddy indoors under

shelter in a timely manner.
To ensure healthy crop
development and high yields
for monsoon paddy fields
across Sagaing Township this
year, staff from the Township
Department of Agriculture
are conducting on-site field
support. They are sharing
agricultural techniques on
selecting certified qual-
ity seeds, scouting for pests,
inter-tillage and weeding,
roguing off-type plants, and
the systematic application of
chemical fertilizers.
206

More than 30,000 acres of groundnut
cultivated in Budalin Township

Budalin August 16

According to the town-
ship Department of Agricul-
ture, local farmers planted
32,238 acres of groundnut
as monsoon crops in Budalin
Township of Sagaing Region
this year.

During the 2026-2027
monsoon crop cultivation
season, 35,000 acres of
groundnut are targeted for
cultivation in Budalin Town-
ship. Planting began in May

this year, and 32,238 acres
have been planted so far.
“This year, 35,000 acres
of groundnut were targeted
for cultivation in Budalin
Township during the mon-
soon crop cultivation sea-
son, and 32,238 acres have
already been planted. Efforts
are also being made to en-
sure that the targeted acreage
is fully cultivated. As an oil-
seed crop, groundnut is per-
forming well, and groundnut

cultivation has been increas-
ing year by year,” said U
Phyo Wai, Head of the Bu-
dalin Township Agriculture
Department.

In Budalin Township,
about one and a half baskets
of seed are required to culti-
vate one acre of groundnut.
The total cost, including
seed, labour, fertilizer and
pesticide expenses, is more
than K200,000 per acre. An
average yield of more than

50 baskets can be obtained
from one acre.

This year, staff members
from the Township Agricul-
ture Department have been
conducting field inspections
of groundnut plantations to
ensure healthy crop growth,
prevent pest and disease out-
breaks, and keep the fields
free of weeds. They are also
conducting field surveys and
maintaining pest-monitoring
records. 206

2,276 acres of vegeta-
ble crops cultivated
during this year’s
monsoon Crop season
in Kawlin District

Kawlin August 16

A total of 2,276 acres of
vegetable crops have been
cultivated during this year's
monsoon crop season in Kaw-
lin District, Sagaing Region,
according to figures from the
Kawlin District Department
of Agriculture.

During the current 2026~
2027 monsoon crop season,
a target of 2,699 acres was
set for vegetable cultivation
across Kawlin District. Plant-
ing began in May, and to date,
a total of 2,276 acres have
been cultivated: 622 acres in
Kawlin Township, 1,093 acres
in Wuntho Township, and 561
acres in Pinlebu Township.

"For this year's monsoon
crop season in Kawlin Dis-
trict, 2,276 acres have been
planted out of the targeted
2,699 acres. We are currently
working to meet the full acre-
age target. The crops grown
include mustard greens, chili,
culinary spices/herbs, po-
tatoes, cabbage, eggplants,
and cauliflower. To ensure
all vegetables are grown un-
der the Good Agricultural
Practices (GAP) system, we
provide technical training to
farmers so that crops meet
health standards with mini-

mal chemical residues," said
Daw Mar Cho, Head of the
Kawlin District Department
of Agriculture.

The township-wise
breakdown of the 2,699-acre
monsoon vegetable target
for Kawlin District in the
2026-2027 season is 829
acres in Kawlin Township,
1,390 acres in Wuntho Town-
ship, and 480 acres in Pinlebu
Township.

This year, relevant town-
ship agricultural departments
in Kawlin District are con-
ducting technical training on
GAP methods for local farm-
ers, providing techniques to
ensure harvested vegetables
are wholesome and safe, and
encouraging farmers to ex-
pand their vegetable acreage.

Farmers in Kawlin Dis-
trict grow a variety of sea-
sonal vegetables year-round,
generating steady family in-
come from successful yields.
To support these growers,
township agricultural de-
partments continue to share
educational knowledge on
proper planting techniques,
pest control, and the prepara-
tion and use of organic ferti-
lizers, natural pesticides, and
bio-repellents. 206



17-8-2026

@,
Pwintbyu Township finishes
cultivation of more than 60,000 acres
of rainfed paddy

g

Farmers are seen cultivating paddy in a field.

Pwintbyu August 16

Local farmers planted
61,250 acres of rainfed
paddy as monsoon crops
in Pwintbyu Township of
Magway Region this year,
according to the township
Agriculture Department.

Local authorities ear-
marked cultivation of 70,033
acres of rainfed paddy in the

township. But, local farmers
have so far planted 61,250
acres of crops against the
target cultivation.

“This year, 70,033 acres
of paddy are targeted for cul-
tivation in Pwintbyu Town-
ship during the monsoon
crop cultivation season. As
of today, 61,250 acres have
already been planted. Efforts

are being made to ensure that
the targeted acreage is fully
cultivated. We are provid-
ing the necessary cultiva-
tion techniques, quality and
pure seeds, and agricultural
inputs required for paddy
cultivation. We are also
conducting field activities
in cooperation with relevant
departments to enable farm-

ers to plant monsoon paddy
on time,” said Daw Moe
Moe Wai, Head of the Pwin-
tbyu Township Agriculture
Department.

In Pwintbyu Township,
farmers cultivating monsoon

paddy are being provided

| with agricultural technical

assistance and awareness
programmes on prevent-
ing pest infestations, as
well as guidance on the
systematic use of irriga-
tion water and agricultural
inputs.

Daw Moe Moe Wai said
that efforts should be made
to expand paddy cultivation
year by year, as improved
paddy yields would not only
ensure adequate supplies
for local consumption but
also generate income by al-
lowing surplus production
to be sold, thereby con-
tributing to socioeconomic
development.

Ye Win Naing (NyaungU)

Yekyi Township sends 68,000 viss of
young areca fruits to Yangon in July
as overseas demand increses

Yekyi August 16

Local merchants from
Yekyi Township in Ay-
eyawady Region sold 68,000
viss of young areca fruits to
Yangon market in July, said
Daw Su Su San, the owner
of areca nut trading in Yekyi
Township.

Young areca fruits from
Yekyi Township shipped to
the Yangon market totalled
only 55,000 viss in June,

but shipments increased to
68,000 viss in July. The in-
crease in shipments of young
areca fruits was attributed
to stronger demand from
overseas markets.

“Orders from overseas
markets have increased, so
we have been shipping larger
quantities to Yangon. The
young areca fruit trading
business has become quite
active.

“Currently, 10 viss of
young areca fruits from Yekyi
Township are fetching up
to K140,000. The fruits are
shipped to overseas markets
through the Yangon market.
China is the main overseas
market for young areca fruits.
As areca fruits are currently
in active demand and trad-
ing, those engaged in areca
cultivation are able to operate
their businesses smoothly,”

said Daw Su Su San, owner
of an areca fruit trading depot
in Yekyi Township.

Young areca fruits pro-
duced in Yekyi Township
are purchased directly from
plantations by traders, who
select, sort and package them
before transporting them to
Yangon for sale. The fruits
are then exported to overseas
markets through Yangon.

Kyaw Kyaw Lin

( Local and International News)

Iran urges Qatar to let

in Iranian fact-finding

team instead of deny-
ing pilots' capture

Tehran August 16

An Iranian military com-
mander on Sunday called on
the Qatari government to al-
low a fact-finding team from
the Air Force of Iran's Army
to visit Qatar, instead of deny-
ing that it had captured three
Iranian pilots in March.

Commander of the Miss-
ing Persons Search Com-
mittee of the General Staff
of Iran's Armed Forces Mo-
hammad Bagherzadeh made
the remarks in a statement
published on the committee's
website after Qatar on Sat-
urday denied his claim that
it had detained the Iranian
pilots.

Qatari Foreign Minis-
try spokesperson Majed Al
Ansari issued the denial in a
social media post after Bagh-
erzadeh said earlier in the day
that the Arab state's forces

This photo taken on April 4, 2026 shows equipment

had captured three Iranian
pilots whose fighter jets had
been shot down when return-
ing from a military mission
against a U.S. base in Qatar
in March.

In reaction to Al Ansari's
denial, the Iranian command-
er said a team comprising
experts of the Iranian Army's
Air Force has been waiting for
several months to be allowed
entry into Qatar to conduct
field investigations, but due
to the Qatari authorities
tinuous obstructionism and

"

con-

procrastination," the ground
has not been prepared yet for
the Iranian pilots' return to
their home country.

He called on the Qatari
government to, "instead of
denying the issue and placing
restrictions on the fact-finding

path," allow the Iranian team
to enter Qatar.

Xinhua

destroyed in a U.S. and Israeli airstrike at the Shahid
Beheshti University in Tehran, Iran.

Large volume of eels dispatched to

Bogale August 16

Daw Wai Wali, the owner
of fisheries trading depot
in Bogale Township of Ay-
eyawady Region, said that
local merchants sent a large
volume of eels to Yangon
market in July.

Eel shipments from
Bogale Township to the
Yangon market increased
significantly in July, with

65,000 viss sold compared
with 42,000 viss in June.
The increase was attributed
to stronger demand for eels
in the Yangon market.

“Eel shipments from
Bogale to the Yangon mar-
ket increased significantly
over the past month, reach-
ing as much as 65,000 viss.
Eels from Bogale Township
are mainly shipped and

Yangon market in July

sold in the Yangon mar-
ket, from where they are
further distributed to oth-
er domestic and overseas
markets.

“With demand strength-
ening in this way, eel farm-
ers, workers and those en-
gaged in catching eels are
now able to operate their
businesses more smoothly,”
said Daw Wai Wai.

During the past month,
10 viss of eels shipped
from Bogale Township to
the Yangon market fetched
up to K220,000. Locally
produced eels are mainly
shipped to and sold in the
domestic Yangon market
and are then further distrib-
uted to other regions from
Yangon.
Kyaw Kyaw Lin

12 killed, 10 seriously
injured in bus crash
in Hungary

Budapest August 16

Twelve people were
killed and at least 10 oth-
ers seriously injured af-
ter a Polish-registered bus
overturned on a motorway
in eastern Hungary early
Sunday, Hungarian Prime
Minister Peter Magyar said.

"Twelve people were
killed and at least 10 oth-
ers seriously injured over-
night when a Polish bus
overturned and landed in
a ditch on Hungary's M3
motorway," Magyar said in
a Facebook post.

The crash occurred
around an hour after mid-
night near the town of
Mezokeresztes in eastern
Hungary as the bus was
traveling toward the north-
eastern city of Nyiregyhaza,
police said.

The bus was carrying 57
passengers and two driv-
ers. Firefighters rescued 35
people in two hours after
the crash happened. Cranes
were dispatched to move the
24-ton bus to help rescue
those trapped underneath.

Xinhua
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