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Farmers plant canola and niger on more than 7,000 acres of croplands

in Tamu District

TAMU February 2

According to the Tamu District Agri-
culture Department, local farmers
planted more than 7,000 acres of canola
and niger as cold season crops in Tamu
District of Sagaing Region.

During the 2025-2026 winter cropping
season, Tamu District has set a target
of cultivating 9,320 acres of canola and
niger, according to reports. Planting
began in October last year, and as of
today, 7,992 acres have already been
completed.

“During the winter cropping season
in Tamu District, we have planned
to cultivate 9,320 acres of canola and
niger. As of today, more than 7,000
acres have already been planted. We
are continuing efforts to ensure that
the full targeted acreage is achiev-
ed. Sesame and mustard are crops
that are cultivated every year. Niger
and mustard are used both for edible
oil and for medicinal purposes,” said
U Hla Myint, District Head of the
Department of Agriculture in Tamu

District.

This year in Tamu District, the
township-wise completed cultivation
areas for canola and niger are 3,326
acres of canola and 75 acres of niger
in Myothit Township, 3,483 acres of
canola and 125 acres of niger in Tamu
Township, and 958 acres of canola and
25 acres of niger in Khampak, totalling
7,992 acres, it is reported.

For the 2025-2026 winter cropping
season, the township-wise cultivation
targets in Tamu District are 3,000

acres of canola and 130 acres of niger
in Myothit Township, 4,870 acres of
canola and 220 acres of niger in Tamu
Township, and 1,050 acres of canola
and 50 acres of niger in Khampak,
totalling 9,320 acres, according to re-
ports.

In Tamu District, canola and niger
are cultivated on a regular annual basis.
Within Sagaing Region, these crops are
most commonly grown in Katha and
Kawlin areas.

SK

Kalay Township cultivates more than 6,000 acres of

sunflower this year

KALAY February 2

Local farmers grew 6,588 aces of
sunflower as cold season crops in Kalay
Township of Sagaing Region, according
to the Township Agriculture Department.

During the 2025-2026 winter cropping
season, Kalay Township has set a target
of cultivating 48,482 acres of winter
sunflower. Planting began in October
last year, and as of today, 6,588 acres
have already been planted, according
to reports.

“During this winter cropping season
in Kalay Township, more than 48,000
acres of sunflower were targeted for
cultivation, and more than 6,000 acres
have already been planted. We are
continuing efforts to ensure that the
full targeted acreage is achieved,” said
Daw Man Oe, Township Head of the
Department of Agriculture in Kalay
Township.
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In Kalay Township, the Department
of Agriculture is intensifying awareness
and training programmes to expand sun-
flower cultivation, and is conducting acc-
elerated training to enhance the capa-
city of both departmental staff and
sunflower-growing farmers, it is report-
ed.
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ThlS year, in Kalay Townshlp, arrange-
ments are also being made to support
sunflower farmers by supplying seeds,
ensuring the sale of urea fertilizer at
affordable prices, and distributing har-
vested sunflower seed varieties through
farmer-to-farmer exchange systems.

SMK

Bogale Townshlp sells up to 60, OOO Viss of crabs to Yangon market

BOGALE February 2

Local merchants from Bogale Town-
ship of Ayeyawady Region sent 65,000
viss of crabs to Yangon market within
one month, said Daw Ei Ei Htay, the

owner of the marine product trading

depot in Bogale Township.

Crabs from Bogale Township were
exported and sold to the Yangon market,
with shipments reaching up to 65,000

viss. Itis learned that demand for these
crabs remains strong in the Yangon
market.

“From Bogale Township, we are ex-
porting and selling seafood products,
including crabs, to the Yangon market. In
the past month, we were able to export
and sell up to 65,000 viss of crabs,” said
Daw Ei Ei Htay.

Seafood products, including crabs,
from Bogale Township are being expor-
ted and sold to the Yangon market, where
crabs are currently fetching prices
ranging from Ks-18,000 to Ks-22,500
per 10 viss. Due to the rising demand
for these sea crabs, it is reported that
fishermen, traders, and cargo truck
rental operators are experiencing im-
proved business conditions. SK

Bogale
Township

sells large
volume of
broken rice to
Yangon market

BOGALE February 2

“Local merchants from Bogale Town-
ship of Ayeyawady Region sent a large
number of bags of broken rice to Yangon
market” said Daw Aye Myint, the owner
of rice and paddy trading depot in
Bogale Township.

From Bogale Township, about 64,000
bags (each 24-pyi) of broken rice were
exported and sold to the Yangon mar-
ket. Broken rice produced in the area
is said to be enjoying strong demand
from Yangon buyers.

“We mainly export and sell broken
rice from Bogale Township to the
Yangon market. The broken rice bags
are mostly transported and sold by
cargo trucks. Demand for broken rice
started to rise noticeably from the
first week of the month. Rice brokers
and traders are continuously export-
ing and selling. As transportation
and sales are going smoothly without
any difficulty, traders are satisfied,”
said Daw Aye Myint.

The broken rice exported and sold
from Bogale to Yangon is priced at
around Ks-45,000 per 24-pyi bag. Due
to the growing demand and improved
trade, rice traders, rice depot owners,
cargo workers, and truck renters are
all enjoying better business condi-
tions.

SMK
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Farmers grow more than 1,000 acres of groundnut as cold season crops in

Bamauk Township

BAMAUK February 2

Statistics of Katha District Agriculture
Department stated that more than 1,000
acres of groundnut has been cultivated
in Bamauk Township of Sagaing Region
this year.

During the 2025-2026 winter cropping
season, authorities in Bamauk Town-
ship planned to cultivate 4,237 acres of
groundnut. Planting began in October,
and as of today, 1,255 acres have been
completed.

“For this year’s winter season in
Bamauk Township, we planned to grow
more than 4,000 acres of groundnut. As
of today, over 1,000 acres have already
been cultivated. We are working to en-

sure the full targeted acreage is planted.
Groundnut cultivation is progressing well
and has been successful. As an oilseed
crop, its performance has been strong,
and groundnut cultivation continues to
improve year by year,” said Daw Khin
Myat Myat Oo, Head of the Katha District
Department of Agriculture.

In Bamauk Township, farmers plant
about one and a half baskets of seed
per acre. The costs involved—including
seed, labour, fertilizers, and pesticides—
amount to over Ks-200,000 per acre.
Farmers report that yields can reach
more than 50 baskets per acre.

To ensure successful groundnut pro-
duction this year, township agriculture

& ” + i el
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staff have been conducting field inspect-
ions to prevent pest and disease out-
breaks, keep fields free of weeds, and

also recording field monitoring data.
SK

More than

1,000 acres of
vegetables planted
in Thabaung
Township

THABAUNG February 2

Local farmers planted 1,094 acres of
vegetables in Thabaung Township of
Ayeyawady Region this year, said Daw
Aye Aye Mu, the head of Pathein District
Agriculture Department.

In this year’s winter crop season, Tha-
baung Township earmarked to culti-
vate 4,579 acres of vegetables. Planting
began in the first week of November,
and reports indicate that 1,094 acres of
mixed vegetables have been planted
to date.

“This year, Thabaung Township is
cultivating more than 4,500 acres of
vegetable crops. So far, over 1,000 acres
have already been planted. We are
coordinating with the relevant departm-
ents to ensure that all winter crops,
including vegetables, can be grown
without difficulty. Training has also
been provided to help farmers respond
quickly if pest outbreaks occur. To meet
the full planting targets for all winter
crops, the Agriculture Department, the
Department of Industrial Agriculture,
and local farmers are working together;”
said Daw Aye Aye Mu.

To ensure successful winter crop cul-
tivation in Thabaung Township this year,
the Township Agriculture Department
has carried out advance activities such
as soil preparation guidance, proper seed
selection, correct cultivation practices,
proper usage of fertilizers and pesticides,
and techniques to improve plant vigour
and prevent pest damage. Among the
vegetables cultivated, the main crops
include winged bean, roselle, eggplant,
yam bean, coriander; and mustard greens.

SK

Local farmers grow more than
1,200 acres of green gram in

Myinmu Township

5 o

MYINMU February 2
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According to Sagaing District Agriculture Department, local farmers planted
1,288 acres of green gram as cold season crops in Myinmu Township of Sagaing

Region.

During the 2025-2026 winter crop season, Myinmu Township planned to
cultivate 1,288 acres of green gram. Cultivation began in October last year,
and reports confirm that the full target of 1,288 acres has now been planted.

“Myinmu Township planned to grow 1,288 acres of green gram du-
ring the winter crop season. As of today, 100 percent of the planned acreage
has been planted. We are continuing efforts to ensure the full target is met.
There will be awareness activities on expanding cultivation, and farmers
will also be guided to use quality, pure seed varieties to achieve good yields,”
said Daw Myat Moe Win, head of the Sagaing District Agriculture Depart-

ment.

It is learned that, the Township Agriculture Department has been
providing training to green gram farmers on the use of quality and locally
suitable seed varieties, seed purity, proper cultivation techniques, pest
prevention, systematic fertilizer application, and improving yield performa-

nce.

During this winter crop season, the authorities have also been working with
farmers on the varieties and inputs required to ensure good yield and quality
in pulse cultivation, including guidance on post-harvest handling and related

technologies.

SMK

More than

8,000 acres of
croplands placed
under groundnut
plantations

PHAUNGPYIN February 2

Statistics of Mawlaik District Agricul-
ture Department stated that local far-
mers have planted 8,019 acres of ground-
nut as cold season crops in Phaungpyin
Township of Sagaing Region.

During the 2025-2026 winter crop
season, Phaungpyin Township has pla-
nned to cultivate 11,516 acres of ground-
nut. Cultivation began in October last
year, and reports indicate that 8,019
acres have been planted to date.

“The township planned to grow more
than 11,000 acres of groundnut this
winter crop season, and over 8,000 acres
have already been planted. We are
working to ensure the full target acreage
is achieved. Groundnut cultivation is
progressing successfully, and as an
oilseed crop, it is performing well. Year
by year, groundnut production in the
township continues to improve,” said
Daw Kywe Kywe Hlaing, head of the
Maukmai District Agriculture Depart-
ment.

Itislearned that farmers in Phaung-
pyin Township plant one and a half
baskets of seed per acre, and the cost
per acre including seed, labour charges,
fertilizers, and pesticides exceeds Ks-
200,000. Yields average more than 50
baskets per acre.

This year, staff members from the
Township Agriculture Department have
been conducting field inspections to su-
pport successful groundnut cultivation,
prevent pest and disease outhreaks, and
ensure fields are kept clear of weeds.
They are also maintaining monitoring
records as part of these field visits.SK
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14 people die in cold snap in New York Clty

NEW YORK February 2

Fourteen people have died
outdoors as a cold snap gripped
New York City for the past
week, Mayor Zohran Mamdani
confirmed on Sunday.

Preliminary findings revealed
that hypothermia played a role
in the deaths of eight people,
local media reported.

Ahuge winter storm brought
record amounts of snow on
January 25, making roads and
sidewalks a slushy mess.

So far, 67 million pounds of

snow have melted, and 188
million pounds of salt have
been used to clear the snow,
said Mamdani.

New measures were also ado-
pted to help the homeless cope
with the freezing temperatures.
New single-room shelter units
will be open for the homeless,
while warming shelters also
remain open to any people across
New York City’s five boroughs.
There are 20 warming buses
parked across the city.

Xinhua

Ukraine’s entry into EU would be its ‘collapse’ - Serbia’s
Former Deputy PM

KIEV February 2

“The collapse of the EU, the long-term collapse, began long ago, but it will become palpable on January 1, 2027, when Ukraine
joins the EU... Because this shows that all those reforms and the speeches of politicians - they are the most ordinary lies, not
even concealed,” former Serbian Deputy Prime Minister Aleksandar Vulin tells Sputnik.

In his opinion, once Ukraine joins the EU, the bloc will never be the same, especially for opposing member states like Hungary,
Slovakia, and the Czech Republic.

The current US-EU conflict is “the new reality we must get used to and accept,” he says, adding that there is a “Berlin Wall”

in the EU again.

Sputnik

»
322026 ({36

Iran,

United States
may start
negotiations in
coming days -
reports

MOSCOW February 2

Iran and the United States
may start negotiations in the
coming days, Iranian Foreign
Minister Abbas Araghchi and
US special envoy Steve Witkoff
may act as negotiators, the
Tasnim news agency reported
on Monday, citing a source.

The exact location and time
of the negotiations have not
yet been determined, the news
agency added.

Earlier on Monday, Iran’s
foreign ministry spokesman
Esmaeil Bagaei said that Tehran
has been carefully evaluating
the framework for potential neg-
otiations with the US, focusing on
lifting sanctions and safeguard-
ing nationalinterests. Sputnik

France wants EU to talk to Russia

MOSCOW February 2

The European Union needs a
direct channel of communicat-
ion with Russia, French Foreign
Minister Jean-Noel Barrot
has said. The bloc has refused
to communicate with Moscow
for four years, folllowing the
escalation of the Ukraine con-
flict.

The remarks echo growing
concern among EU members
that their influence has been
reduced by US President Do-
nald Trump, who for months
has sought to broker an end

to the Ukraine conflict through
direct talks with both Kievand
Moscow. French President
Emmanuel Macron and Italian
Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni
have called on the EU to appoint
a special envoy to Russia to
ensure the bloc has a seat at
the table.

Inaninterview with Liberation
published on Sunday, Barrot
said France had “never ruled
out, in principle, engaging with
Russia,” provided such talks
were conducted transparently
with Ukraine and the EU and

were “beneficial.”

“The Europeans, who are
now Ukraine’s main financial
and military backers, must
have a channel to assert their
interests, without delegating
responsibility to anyone else,”
he said.

In December, Macron urged
Europe to reopen talks with
Russian President Vladimir
Putin to help resolve the Ukra-
ine conflict, warning that other-
wise negotiations could proceed
without European involvement.
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry

Peskov responded that Putin
was open to dialogue with
Macron if there was “mutual
political will.” Any potential
conversation, however, should
not be used by one side “to
read lectures” to the other and
must serve a clear purpose,
he said.

The Russian and French
leaders last had a phone call
in July. The conversation was
their first direct contact since
early 2022, when the Ukraine
conflict escalated.

EU foreign policy chief Kaja
Kallas, however, has ruled out
any direct talks with Moscow,

saying last month the bloc has
nothing to “offer” Russia and
will instead rely on “more press-
ure” over negotiations. She di-
smissed reopening diplomatic
channels, arguing that US con-
cessions to Ukraine are already
significant and the EU has no
leverage to entice Moscow.
Meanwhile, Russian officials
have repeatedly stated they
are open to good-faith nego-
tiations, provided the West re-
spects Russia’s security con-
cerns and abandons the goal
of inflicting a strategic defeat
through Ukraine.
RT

Death toll in Indonesian
landslide reaches 80 after
10 days of search

JAKARTA February 2

The search for victims of a landslide in Indonesia’s West Java
province continued on Monday, with the number of recovered
bodies reaching 80, local media Kompas.com reported.

The news website quoted Ade Dian Permana, head of the
Bandung Search and Rescue Office, as saying that by 11:45 am
local time Monday, all recovered bodies had been evacuated.

The landslide struck the Cisarua area in West Bandung
regency on January 24, affecting 158 people, displacing 564 in-
dividuals from 164 families, and damaging 48 homes.

Indonesia is prone to floods and landslides during the rainy
season, which typically runs from October to March.

Xinhua



@j@ |3-2-2026

Statement & Health [21

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive
activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives
and property of innocent people.

New Nipah virus warning as countries ramp up screening measures ahead

of Chinese New Year passenger surge

Experts have warned that millions
of people travelling to and from Asia
for Chinese New Year could potentially
trigger a spike in Nipah virus cases.

India has so far confirmed two cases
of Nipah virus, a rare disease that can
be caught from contact with an infected
person or by consuming food or drink
contaminated with the faeces, urine or
saliva of infected fruit bats.

Lunar New Year sparks the world’s
largest annual travel migration with
millions of people travelling to and
from Asia.

The 40-day Lunar New Year travel
season, known as chunyun, begins on
February 2 this year and runs until
March 13, involving billions of passenger
journeys across the China.

The China State Railway Group is anti-
cipating a record 539 million rail passen-
gerjourneys between this period, a five
percent year-on-year increase.

Several countries have implemented
screening measures in people arriving
at airports, while others are tightening
the ones they already have in place after
the potentially deadly bat-borne virus
was detected in humans.

On Thursday, Pakistan became the
latest country to order enhanced screen-
ing of people entering the country to
look for signs of Nipah virus.

Thailand, Singapore, Hong Kong,
Malaysia, Indonesia and Vietnam have
all also implemented enhanced screen-
ing procedures at airports, and the UK
has warned travellers about taking
precautions when travelling to West
Bengal, the region of the outbreak.

Though public health experts note
the risk of widespread transmission
remains low, Chinese social media is
reporting growing concern about the
deadly infection in the country.

Travel during the Lunar New Yearin 2020
potentiated the spread of COVID-19.

Dr Katherine O’Reilly, regional medi-
cal director of the security and health
services company, International SOS
told the Daily Mail: 'The Spring Festival
(Lunar New Year) period is expected
to drive significant travel activity both
within China and across Asia.

Increased travel naturally raises ex-
posure to potentially infected indivi-
duals, particularly with respiratory ill-
nesses, as crowded transport hubs and

close contact can facilitate the spread
of viruses.

China and several Asian countries
have strengthened airport health screen-
ing measures after India confirmed two
Nipah virus cases in West Bengal, intro-
ducing preventive steps such as thermal
checks, health declarations, passenger
monitoring, awareness campaigns and
enhanced border surveillance.

So far, all identified contacts linked
to the two Nipah cases in India have
tested negative and no cases have been
reported outside the city of Barasat in
West Bengal.

Current assessments indicate that
Nipah is unlikely to spread to other coun-
tries; the outbreak remains limited to
one area, and health authorities across
Asia have strong screening protocols
in place to prevent imported infections.

However, during periods of heavy
travel, it is important to take general
precautions to protect yourself against
respiratory viruses such as colds, in-
fluenza, COVID 19, and RSV.

'These include washing your hands
regularly, maintaining good hygiene,
and keeping distance from people who
are visibly unwell.'

Cvete Koneska, global security director
at International SOS, said: 'As the Lunar
New Year ushers in the world's largest
annual human migration, the travel
risk environment becomes uniquely
challenging for organisations.'

She warns of 'exceptionally high travel
volumes, extensive cross-regional move-
ment and crowded transport hubs'.

It comes as UK health chiefs have
warned that Nipah virus could kill up
to 75 percent of people infected.

Thevirusis ararebut serious infectious
disease carried by bats that can infect
both pigs and humans, in some cases
causing irreversible brain damage.

The UK Health Security Agency
(UKHSA) has issued new guidance amid
pandemic fears, stating: 'While the
risk to most people remains very low,
understanding the virus is important
if you are planning to travel to areas
where it circulates.'

Officials are watching the virus closely,
as while there have not yet been any
cases identified in the UK, there is no
vaccine or treatment for the infection.

Itis currently estimated that between
40 and 75 percent of people infected with
the virus will die, with others being left
with lasting neurological difficulties,
including persistent seizures and per-
sonality changes.

Inrare cases, the virus can lie dormant
and reactivate months oryears after the
initial infection, health officials added.

Because of this, Nipah virus was
labelled a 'high priority pathogen' in
March last year, which 'urgently needs
investment in developing tests, treat-
ments and vaccines'.

Most infections result from consum-
ing fruits or fruit juices - specifically
fermented date palm juice - contami-
nated with the faeces, urine or saliva
of infected fruit bats.

The infection can then be spread from
person to person through close contact
and bodily fluids, which triggered the
current outbreak in West Bengal.

For those travelling to endemic areas,
including Bangladesh and India, pre-
vention primarily focuses on avoiding
contact with bats and taking extra

precautions when preparing food.

All fruit should be washed thoroughly
with clean water and peeled before
eating. Fruit found on the ground should
be avoided due to contamination risk.

Prof Paul Hunter, a professor in medi-
cine at the University of East Anglia and
virus expert, said that the chances of
it spreading are low, but we shouldn't
be complacent.

He said: 'The infection usually spreads
from animals to humans either through
direct contact or consumption of con-
taminated food.

The primary source of infection is bats
and people have been infected from
consumption of fruit or fruit products -
such as raw date palm juice - contami-
nated with urine or saliva from infected
fruit bats.

However, the first outbreak was
associated with contact with infected
pigs. Those pigs probably got infected
by bats.

Person-to-person spread does occur,
but less commonly. Though the spread
from infected patients to their health
professionals is a particular concern.

'Although Nipah is a very serious in-
fection, it is unlikely to pose a signifi-
cant risk of global spread as the risk of
person-to-person transmission is low.

'Nevertheless, we cannot be com-
placent as we have seen recently, some
virus can mutate to increased infecti-
vity. Also, the long incubation period
makes detection at borders very diffi-
cult.'

Health chiefs advise all travellers
against consuming raw or partially
fermented date palm sap, which poses
one of the biggest risks and to avoid
close contact with anyone infected.

Nipah usually begins with the sudden
onset of flu-like symptoms, including
fever, headache, muscle aches, vomiting
and a sore throat.

In some people, this can trigger ence-
phalitis - inflammation of the brain - or
meningitis, which typically develops
three to 21 days after the initial illness
begins and can be fatal without intensive
supportive care.

The latest outbreak in India's West
Bengal region has prompted some
countries to roll out Covid-era airport
screenings to stop it from spreading.
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In some areas, hydroelectric dams use the energy of flowing
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For many people these days, a mobile phone is no longer a
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Coffee was one thing that ------———- me get through the
morning.
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Thu Thu didn’t go to the get-together party because she had
to work late. (Use the zero/ first/ second/ third conditional.)
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If Thu Thu had not had to work late, she would have gone to
the get-together party./
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Thu Thu  would have gone to the get-together party if she
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Why are diet and nutrition considered the most fundamental
human needs? c3ce:qC
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Yet knowing how way leads on to way,
| doubted if | should ever come back.
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“As a result, the amount of carbon dioxide (CO,) in the
atmosphere is increasing dramatically.” o3cozc0o2(§: “We
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dioxide if we continue to use fossil fuel.” o8 cezc00qE
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According to the passage, what does the writer suggest? Do
you agree with it, and why or why not? o%ee:qé o)oeel:aospcl
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[g80loncdi eony @e(gon According to the passage, the writer
suggests that the best way to lead a life is to live inthe moment.
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Yes, (I agree with it) because it is important to concentrate
on the present situation rather than the past and the future.
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No, (I do not agree with it) because we need to consider all
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Thinzar: Hi, Su Mon. We haven’t seen each other since the
beginning of the Thidingyut holiday. (1) --—---—--- ?
Su Mon: | went on a trip to Bagan with my cousins. After the
trip, | helped my mum with the housework.
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You are Kyi Pyar. Your address is No.31, 31% Street, Mandalay.

Write a letter to your friend, Muyar, telling her about a birthday
party at home, informing what your plans are for it, and inviting
her to come and help you at the party.
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