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109 more illegal foreign migrants to Myanmar detained

—

Aluthorities inspect;thelcollection of personal nforma.tg)rn of illegal _&)rrelgn

l-‘}g ——

[55]

gl:airrlts.

Nay Pyi Taw February 23
The government has
cracked down on those who

~ are involved in online gam-

bling and scams and criminal
activities in Shwe Kokko
and KK Park - Myawady in
Kayin State after transiting
some neighbouring countries
including Thailand and il-
legally entering Myanmar
through border routes and
109 more foreigners were
uncovered and detained
today.

Combined teams of rele-
vant departments are collect-
ing their personal informa-

tion and documents within
a day in order to repatriate
them to relevant countries
as soon as possible. Between
30 January and 23 February,
2025, a total of 2,220 il-
legal foreign migrants were
uncovered and detained and
673 of them have been repat-
riated to relevant countries
through Thailand in accord-
ance with the law, rules and
regulations. The remaining
1,547 illegal migrants are
ready for repatriation and
they have been detained
properly.

The government has ef-

fectively cracked down on
various online criminal ac-
tivities including online
gambling and scams, which
pose a threat to the country
and the people, in coop-
eration with international
organizations and the people
as a national cause and those
who were involved in such
crimes are being repatri-
ated. Authorities at different
levels in regions and states
are also uncovering online
criminal activities including
online gambling and scams
effectively and taking reso-
lute action against them. 100

Kanbalu Township to cultivate
more than 1,000 acres of summer
sesame this year

Kanbalu February 23

According to the Kan-
balu Township Agriculture
Department, a total of 1,063
acres of summer sesame will
be cultivated in Kanbalu
Township of Sagaing Region
this summer crop season.

For the 2024-2025 sum-
mer cropping season, the
township has planned to
cultivate sesame starting in
March, with a primary focus
on winter sesame.

"This year, we have al-
located over 1,000 acres for
summer sesame cultivation
in Kanbalu Township. We
will ensure that the planned

acreage is fully cultivated.
Efforts are also being made
to expand sesame cultivation,
improve yields, and promote
Good Agricultural Practices
(GAP)," said U Myo Zaw,
Head of the Kanbalu Town-
ship Agriculture Department.

The department will pro- &

vide farmers with guidance
on sesame expansion, ad-
vanced farming techniques,

and the adoption of GAP

methods to ensure high-
quality and high-yield crops.
Sesame grown under

the GAP system is known |

for its superior quality and
higher market prices com-

pared to traditionally grown
crops. Moreover, GAP-
certified produce has bet-
ter market potential, both
domestically and interna-

tionally, enabling farmers
to enhance their economic
well-being and improve their
livelihoods.

206

Black gram cultivation in Myaung
Township reaches 12,501 acres

Myaung February 23

In accord with the records
from the Sagaing District
Department of Agriculture
of Sagaing Region, a total
of 12,501 acres of black
gram have been cultivated in
Myaung Township during the
winter crop planting season.

For the 2024-2025 winter
planting season, the target
for black gram cultivation
in Myaung Township was

set at 12,455 acres. Planting
began in October 2024, and
as of today, a total of 12,501
acres have been successfully
cultivated, surpassing the
initial target.

"Myaung Township ini-
tially planned to cultivate
12,455 acres of black gram,
but we have now exceeded
that, reaching 12,501 acres.
During the planting process,
we provided necessary tech-

nical support, high-quality
seeds, and pest and disease
control measures directly on
the ground," said Daw Thida
Lwin, head of the Sagaing
District Department of Ag-
riculture.

The township's agricul-
ture department continues to
assist local farmers by ensur-
ing access to high-quality,
regionally suitable seeds,
proper planting techniques,

pest control measures, and
the correct use of fertilizers
to enhance yield and quality.
During this year’s winter
planting season, the agricul-
ture department is collaborat-
ing with farmers to improve
productivity and quality by
providing essential inputs
such as high-quality seeds,
fertilizers, and post-harvest

management techniques.
206

Germany Kicks off
federal election

Berlin February 23

German voters went to
polls Sunday to decide the
composition of the next Bun-
destag, the country's lower
house of parliament.

The election was sched-
uled for September this year,
but a snap election was trig-
gered by the collapse of the
current ruling coalition of
the Social Democratic Party
(SPD), the Greens, and the
Free Democratic Party last

B | year.

The latest polls show
that the sister parties of the
Christian Democratic Union
(CDU) and Christian Social
Union (CSU) are taking the
lead.

According to Friday's
survey conducted by the
Forsa Institute, support for
CDU and CSU stood at 29

percent, compared with 21
percent for the far-right Al-
ternative for Germany (AfD)
and 15 percent for Chancel-
lor Olaf Scholz's SPD.

It takes a majority of the
630 seats in the Bundestag
to form a stable federal
government.

The Forsa survey also
showed that 22 percent of
respondents were still unsure
of their choice shortly before
the election.

Polling stations closes
at 18:00 local time (1700
GMT) on Sunday when the
counting of votes begins.

A total of 4,506 candi-
dates stand for the election
in 299 constituencies, with
at least 59.2 million people
eligible to vote, official fig-
ures show.

Xinhua

ARNSBERG |

Washington February 23

U.S. President Donald
Trump has expressed confi-
dence that Washington can
successfully negotiate the

Trump "confident" about striking deal to end

Ukraine conflict soon: White House

end of the Ukraine conflict
"this week," White House
Press Secretary Karoline
Leavitt said Saturday.

"The president, his team

are very much focused on
continuing negotiations with
both sides of this war to end
the conflict, and the presi-
dent is very confident we

can get it done this week,"
Leavitt was quoted by top
U.S. political website "The
Hill" as saying on the South
Lawn after returning from

the Conservative Political
Action Conference.
Leavitt also said that
Treasury Secretary Scott
Bessent has been involved

in discussions about a
proposed deal with the
Ukrainians to harness raw
minerals.

Xinhua
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Farmers plant over 2,000 acres of sunflower
as cold season crops in Phaungpyin Township

Phaungpyin February 23
During the winter crop

planting season in Phaung-
pyin Township of Sagaing
Region, a total of 2,407 acres
of sunflower crops have been
planted, according to records
from the Mawlaik District
Agriculture Department.

For the 2024-2025 win-
ter crop season, Phaung-
pyin Township had planned
to cultivate 2,436 acres of
sunflowers. Planting began
in October 2024, and as of
today, 2,407 acres have been
successfully cultivated.

"The target for sunflower

. in the winter season,’

cultivation in Phaungpyin
Township this winter sea-
son is 2,436 acres. So far,
2,407 acres have already
been planted. Efforts are on-
going to ensure the full target
is met. To reduce dependence
on imported palm oil, we are
expanding the cultivation of

oilseed crops like sunflowers.
Sunflower oil yield per acre
is higher than other oilseeds
such as peanuts and sesame.
Sunflowers are grown only
' said
Daw Kywe Kywe Hlaing, the

. head of the Mawlaik District

Agriculture Department.

To support the expan-
sion of sunflower cultivation
in Phaungpyin Township,
the Township Agriculture
Department is intensifying
training programmes for

"= farmers and agricultural staff

to improve their efficiency.
Additionally, plans are
in place to provide farmers
with sunflower seeds, sell
Urea fertilizers at affordable
prices, and distribute newly
developed sunflower varieties
through a farmer-to-farmer

exchange system. 206

More than 2,000 acres of cowpea crops
planted in Pwintbyu Township this winter

Pwintbyu February 23

According to the De-
partment of Agriculture in
Pwintbyu Township, Mag-
way Region, a toatla 0of 2,010
acres of cowpea crops have
been successfully planted in
the current winter cropping
season.

In Pwintbyu Township, a
total of 3,232 acres of cowpea
crops are planned for this
winter season. Local farmers
began planting in November
2024 to meet the planned
acreage, and so far, 2,010
acres have been completed.

“The goal of winter crop-
ping in Pwintbyu Township
is to ensure food security,
improve crop production, and

increase farmers' incomes.
Out of the planned 3,232
acres for cowpea, 2,010 acres
have been planted so far. To
enhance crop yield and qual-
ity, farmers are encouraged to
select quality seeds, follow
proper cultivation methods,
and prevent pest infesta-
tions,” said Daw Moe Moe
Wai, Head of the Pwintbyu
Township Department of
Agriculture.

This year, the Department
of Agriculture, in collabora-
tion with relevant depart-
ments, has been conducting
educational programmes for
farmers, promoting the se-
lection of suitable and high-
quality seeds, proper water

management, pest preven-
tion, and the correct use of
agricultural inputs to ensure
better yields.

If high-quality and high-
yield cowpea crops can be
cultivated in Pwintbyu Town-
ship, it will not only meet
local consumption needs but

also enable export oppor-
tunities, contributing to the
socioeconomic development
of farmers. Therefore, all
farmers should make greater
efforts to cultivate cowpea
crops in every region, Daw
Moe Moe Wai remarked.

Ye Win Naing (NyaungU)

- ify

and robbing.

general public.

RubliciNotice
for? Eliminationlof

Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”,

the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist
groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks,
civil servants including schoolteachers, and mem-

bers of the general public, as well as looting

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH?”,
“NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidat-
ing and killing people and committing destructive

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on ter-
rorists and on possession and transport of weapons/
ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and

property of innocent people.

Farmers
Bocate

Thabaung February 23

The cultivation of Bo-
cate beans in Thabaung
Township for this winter
crop season has exceeded
the initial target, according
to Daw Aye Aye Mu, Head
of the Pathein District Agri-
culture Department. While
the planned cultivation area
was 12,922 acres, planting
began in the fourth week of
October 2024, and as of to-

plant more than 13,000 acres of
beans in Thabaung Township

day, 13,981 acres have been
successfully cultivated.
"This year, local authori-
ties initially planned to cul-
tivate over 12,900 acres of
Bocate beans in Thabaung
Township. However, farm-
ers have now successfully
planted over 13,900 acres,
surpassing our target. The
collaboration between rel-
evant departments and local
farmers has made this possi-

ble. We continue to provide
support to ensure a success-
ful harvest and high yields,"
said Daw Aye Aye Mu.

To prevent pests and
ensure good yields, the Agri-
culture Department is work-
ing with local farmers, the
Department of Irrigation and
Water Utilization Manage-
ment, and the Agricultural
Research Department.

"For better yields of

crops this year, we have
selected high-quality seeds
and provided necessary
technical support and in-
puts. Measures are also
being taken to protect the
crops from pests and other
threats. We are striving for
a higher yield compared to

previous years," said local
farmer Daw Hla Htwe from
Thabaung Township.

Kyaw Kyaw Lin

Plan underway to
grow more than
3,000 acres of summer
sesame in Yinmabin
District this year

Monywa February 23

According to records
from the Yinmabin District
Department of Agriculture,
a total of 3,673 acres of
summer sesame will be cul-
tivated in Yinmabin District
of Sagaing Region this year.

For the 2024-2025
summer crop season, the
planned sesame cultivation

area in Yinmabin District

is distributed as follows:
2,079 acres in Yinmabin
Township, 803 acres in Kani
Township, and 791 acres
in Pale Township, totalling
3,673 acres.

"This year, for the up-
coming summer crop sea-
son, we have planned to
cultivate over 3,000 acres
of sesame in Yinmabin Dis-
trict. Efforts are being made
to ensure that the planned
acreage is fully cultivated.
We are also working on ex-
panding sesame cultivation,
improving yield quality,

and promoting the use of
Good Agricultural Prac-
tices (GAP) techniques,"
said Daw Myat Moe Win,
the Head of the Yinma-
bin District Department of
Agriculture.

The respective township
agriculture departments will
provide technical support to
local farmers in expanding
sesame cultivation, adopt-
ing advanced farming tech-
niques, implementing GAP
methods, and using high-
quality seeds to improve
productivity.

Crops produced under
the GAP system offer sev-
eral advantages over those
grown using conventional
methods, including bet-
ter quality, higher market
prices, and export opportu-
nities. As a result, farmers
adopting GAP techniques
can achieve greater profit-
ability and improve their
economic well-being. 206
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