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A video message sent by State Ad

Prime Minister Senior General Min Aung Hlaing to the opening ceremony
of the 53" Myanmar Health Research Congress
(20 January 2025)

Everybody, Mingalaba!
First of all, I would like to

extend my greetings and best
wishes to all the distinguished
guests attending today’s “53™
Myanmar Health Research Con-
gress,” wishing you all peace of
mind, good health, and prosperity
in every aspect.

The Myanmar Health Re-
search Congress has been held
for 53 times to conduct health
research of Myanmar keeping
abreast of other countries.

The first congress was succe-
ssfully held in 1965. During the
early years of the congress,
only research papers were sub-
mitted. However, starting from
the health research congress
held in 1991, research poster
exhibitions were introduced.
From the 2002 congress onwards,
subject-wise seminars were
also incorporated, making the
congresses more impactful and
extensive.

Research findings based on
solid and reliable results emerg-
ing from health-related research
congresses are instrumental
in formulating modern and
appropriate health policies
for the nation. They also play a
significant role in enhancing
the effectiveness of healthcare
initiatives, ensuring accessible
and quality healthcare for every-
one, and driving large-scale
processes aimed at improving
overall public health outcomes.

The theme for the 53¢ Myan-
mar Health Research Congress
is reported to be: "Moving for-
ward to a healthy lifestyle and
addressing health risk beha-
viors." It aims to shed light on
the growing significance of
non-communicable diseases
in the current context.

The Ministry of Health, in
collaboration with relevant mi-
nistries, effectively implement-
ed measures to prevent, control,
and treat diseases during the
COVID-19 pandemic. Currently,

ministration Council Chairman

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing delivers a speech.

with the aim of controlling the
rise of non-communicable dis-
eases, the World Health Organi-
zation (WHO) is working toge-
ther with the Department of
Public Health, the Department
of Medical Services, the De-
partment of Human Resources
for Health, and the Department
of Medical Research under the
Ministry of Health. They are
conducting the "STEP Survey
2024," a study to assess the pre-
valence of non-communicable
diseases in Myanmar.
Especially, it is essential for
our people to maintain good
basic health and live long, heal-
thy, and resilient lives. To achi-
eve this, it is necessary to pro-
mote the selection and consum-
ption of nutritious and health-
conscious foods, as well as to en-
courage health-conscious life-
styles and behaviors. This invol-
ves advancing practical health
research related to these areas,
widely disseminating the find-
ings to the public, and providing
knowledge to raise awareness.
Regarding traditional medi-
cine, it is essential to collaborate

with senior traditional medicine
practitioners and the Depart-
ment of Traditional Medicine
to conduct practical research.
This will ensure tangible bene-
fits for the public, strengthen
the foundation of our country's
traditional medical practices,
and enable traditional medicine
products to penetrate the inter-
national market by generating
more reliable and robust re-
search-based data.

Itis essential to make decis-
ions and formulate health polic-
ies based on accurate and reli-
able research findings. There-
fore, researchers conducting
these studies must fully under-
stand the significance of their
findings and consistently adhere
toresearch ethics. This aware-
ness and commitment are cru-
cial at all times.

In our country, it is essential
tofoster amindset of thoroughly
exploring, studying, and con-
ducting research before under-
taking any activities. This means
encouraging the emergence of
young people and intellectuals
with a passion for research. We

need to take action to ensure
the development of individuals
who are committed to research
inaccordance with ethical stan-
dards. To achieve this, efforts
should be made to establish a
thriving research culture in
the country, with numerous re-
searchers emerging. This in-
cludes systematically reorgani-
zing research advisory commi-
ttees and enhancing the struc-
ture of research ethics boards
as needed. Such measures are
necessary to promote the
growth and sustainability of
aresearch-oriented culture.

The organizing committee for
the congress has categorized
the research papers submitted
into three systematic categories:
fundamental research papers,
applied research papers, and
papers on social and healthcare
systems. The committee has re-
viewed and selected these sub-
missions to ensure they are
suitable for presentation during
the congress. Ithasbeen plann-ed
to present 54 research papers
and display 43 posters as part
of the event.

It is known that the award
selection committee has re-
viewed and chosen the best
papers and posters from those
submitted to this conference,
and there are plans to present
awards to recognize and honor
them appropriately.

In conclusion, I would like to
express my best wishes for
success in these efforts to
conduct research.

- When conducting health
research, prioritize the public's
benefit by improving the overall
health standards of the people.
Focus on basic healthcare im-
provement, promoting healthy
living and nutrition, under-stand-
ing the nature of communicable
and non-communicable disea-
ses, and taking proactive mea-
sures for prevention. Increase
practical research, traditional
medicine studies, and interna-
tional research collaborations
to advance these goals.

- The research findings
should also be shared with
the public in a timely manner
through activities such as orga-
nizing congresses, publishing
researchjournals, and releasing
magazines, in order to inform
and alert the public accordingly.

- Similarly, when the public
attends and receives treatment
at people’s hospitals, efforts
should be made to ensure the
provision of care that guaran-
tees mental well-being, patient
safety, and high-quality medical
services. Practical research acti-
vities related to medical treat-
ment and hospital management
should be enhanced to achieve
these objectives.

- Through health research
activities, may we be able to
adopt health policies suitable
for our country, ensure that
everyone has access to high-
quality healthcare, and work
towards improving the level
of healthcare in our country.

Thank you, all.
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1,149 foreigners to Vietnam,
19 foreigners to Philippines,
142 foreigners to Malaysia, 21
foreigners to China(Taipei), two
foreigners to Singapore, one
foreigner to Poland, one foreig-
ner to Spain, 13 foreigners to
Russia, 38 foreigners to Indone-
sia, three foreigners to Uganda,
two foreigners to Egypt, three
foreigners to Cambodia, 96
foreigners to India, 13 foreig-
ners to Morocco, 29 foreigners
to Ethiopia, 26 foreigners to
Nepal, three foreigners to Paki-
stan, two foreigners to Nor-
thern Ireland, one foreigner
to Kazakhstan, two foreigners
to Kenya, 60 foreigners to Sri
Lanka, one foreigner to South
Africa, one foreigner to China-
Hong Kong, two foreigners to
Sierra Leone, one foreigner to
Ghana, one foreigner to Burundi

and one foreigner to Turkmeni-
stan while further investigations
are still underway.

The government has formed
committees to take measures
effectively to investigate foreig-
ners who were arrested for
illegally entering Myanmar in
accordance with the law, to take
legal action and file charges
against them and to expel
them to relevant countries as
soon as possible while actively
cooperating with respective
countries to hand over foreig-
ners who are in trouble due to
various reasons and foreign
victims of human trafficking
to relevant countries as soon
as possible.

From 2022 to 19 January, 2025,
the government received re-
quests to help find 4,176 foreign
citizens (3,415 males and 761
females) from 38 countries

from Asia including members
of the ASEAN, Europe, China
and South Africa through diplo-
matic and INTERPOL and
police communication channels.
Up to 19 January, 2025, a total of
1,292 foreign citizens including
958 males and 334 females were
exposed and 1,284 of them
were expelled and handed
over to relevant countries in
accordance with rules and
regulations while other eight
foreign citizens including five
Vietnamese, one Pakistani and
two Chinese are still left to be
handed over. Investigations are
being conducted consistently
for the remaining 2,884 foreign
citizens and information is
shared in real time to relevant
embassies and countries when
something unusual takes place.
Under the Myanmar-China
cooperation, online scam cen-
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ters were cracked down twice
in Muse in Shan State (North).
The first crackdown was carri-
ed out between 28 and 31 March,
2024 while the second one was
conducted between 23 and 26
September, 2024.

Those who are involved in
online scams and gambling are
not ordinary people and they
are fugitives who committed cri-
mes in their relevant countries
and lead gambling operations.
According to press releases of
the Information Team of the
SAC, it was learnt that "Chinese
people do not cheat Myanmar
people and the latter do not
cheat the former. As a group
of fugitives who committed
crimes and ran away from their
countries are scamming the
both countries, they and those
who provide protection to them
will be exposed and action will

be taken against them."
Therefore, as those who com-
mit online scams and gambling
target areas, where law en-
forcement and administrative
authorities face difficulties
and limits to fully control due
to regional instability, in coo-
peration with self-interests
seekers from armed groups
and related areas including
some ethnic NCA signatories,
the government has been ex-
posing and taking action against
them resolutely in cooperation
with international organizat-
ions. Regional organizations and
citizens are urged to cooperate
in combating online scams and
gambling as a national duty by
reporting information about
online scams to relevant autho-
rities when such information
is received.
100

Maize, corns harvested in Kanbalu Township

KANBALU January 20

The statistics of Kanbalu Town-
ship Agriculture Department
mentioned that a total of 89,464
acres of maize and corn plantat-
ions have been harvested in
Kanbalu Township of Sagaing
Region.

Local farmers planted 89,464
acres of maize and corn plantat-
ions in monsoon this year. They
started harvesting of crops in
August. So far, they have reaped
88,931 acres of maize yielding
57.38 baskets per acre and 533
acres of corns yielding 15,000

pieces of corns.

U Myo Zaw, Head of Kanbalu
Township Agriculture Depart-
ment said: “Local farmers plant-
ed 89,464 acres of maize and
corns in monsoon in Kanbalu
Township. Now, they are har-
vesting the crops. Our depart-

ment raises farmer awareness
to ensure thriving of the crops
plantations, prevent pests and
boost per-acre yield.”

The township Agriculture
Department conducts training
courses for local farmers and
agricultural staff in order to

enhance their capacity for
growing maize and corns,
urging farmers to prevent pests
and FAW and use traditional
pesticides.

Farmers need to cost more
than Ks-500,000 each per acre
of maize and corns. SK

Cultivation of sunflower finishes on more than 1,300 acres of croplands in Mingin Township

MINGIN January 20
Statistics of Mingin Township
Agriculture Department stated
that a total of 1,327 acres of sun-
flower has been planted as
cold season crops in Mingin
Township of Sagaing Region.
Local farmers started cultiva-
tion of sunflower on 1,327 acres

of land in October this year,
against the target of 16,335
acres of sunflower in 2024-2025
cold season.

Daw Hayman Kyaw Kyaw,
Head of Mingin Township
Agriculture Department said:
“Local authorities earmarked
cultivation of more than 10,000

acres of sunflower in Mingin
Township this cold season but
farmers have so far planted
more than 1,000 acres of crops
against the target cultivation.
They are trying hard to meet
the target cultivation with
the aim of reducing import of
cooking oil abroad. So, they

are striving to expand sown
acreage of sunflower. Yield of oil
from sunflower is larger than
groundnut and sesame. Farmers
prefer to grow sunflower in
winter.”

Mingin Township Department
of Agriculture conducts train-
ing courses for local farmers

and agricultural staffto enhance
their capacity so as to grow sun-
flower.

This year; officials of the Town-
ship Department arrange to
provide quality strains of crops
and urea fertilizers at fair prices
to local farmers.

SMK

Green gram planted in monsoon reaped in Monywa Township

MONYWA January 20
Monywa Township Agriculture
Department of Sagaing Region
mentioned that a total of 10,872
acres of green gram has been
harvested in the township.
Local farmers planted 10,872
acres of green gram in monsoon.

They started harvest of crops in
August. So far, they have reaped
672 acres of pre-monsoon green
gram, yielding 16.50 baskets per
acre and 10,300 acres of mon-
soon green gram, producing
10.16 baskets per acre.

U Soe Thet Aung, Head of

Monywa Township Agriculture
Department, commented: “A
total 0f 10,872 acres of croplands
has been placed under green
gram. So far, local farmers have
harvested all sown acreage.
They exceeded cultivation of
green gram more than the

target cultivation. We urged
local farmers to expand sown
acreage of green gram with
provision of quality strains of
crops.”

This year; officials of the Town-
ship Agriculture Department
assisted in use of quality strains

of crops, applying agricultural
techniques and prevention of
pests and systematic broad-
casting of fertilizers to boost

per-acre yield of crops.
Township authorities pro-
vided quality seeds, agricultural
inputs and post-harvest tech-

nology to local farmers.
SK

Maubin Township plans to grow more than
2,000 acres of chilli this winter

MAUBIN January 20

A plan is underway to grow
2,163 acres of chilli in Maubin
Township of Ayeyawady Re-
gion this cold season, said

U Zaw Min Tun, Head of Maubin
Township Agriculture Depart-
ment.

This year, officials of the
Township Agriculture Depart-

ment make field trips to inspect
thriving plantations and pro-
vide assistance for local far-
mers to meet the target culti-
vation of crops.

U Zaw Min Tun, Head of
Maubin Township Agriculture
Department, disclosed: “Local
farmers will grow more than
2,100 acres of chilli in Maubin
Township this cold season.
We will assist local farmers
in selecting quality strains of
crops to meet the target culti-

vation.”

Officials of Township Agri-
culture Department will coo-
perate with farmers in growing
chilli without difficulties, using
quality strains of crops, boosting
per-acre yield of crops and pre-
venting pests.

SMK
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Russia’s floating Arctic nuclear power plant hits milestone

Russia’s floating Arctic nuclear. power plant hits milestone.

MOSCOW January 20

The world’s only operational
floating nuclear power plant,
The Akademik Lomonosov, has
reached a milestone by gene-

rating over one billion kilowatt-
hours (kWh) of electricity, Russ-
ian state nuclear corporation
Rosatom has revealed. This
is enough energy to “make a

double espresso for everyone
on earth,” it added.

The floating plant, located in
the Chukotka Autonomous Area
in the Russian Far East, is the
world’s northernmost heat and
electricity-producing unit. It
supplies more than 60 percent
of the region’s energy needs,
Rosatom said in a statement
on Thursday.

The Akademik Lomonosov
is based on technology used in
Russian nuclear icebreakers
and is fueled by low-enriched
uranium. It was designed to

supply power to large industrial
sites and port cities located in
remote areas of the Arctic and
Far East.

Measuring 144 meters in
length and 30 meters in width,
the vessel’s capacity is enough
to provide electricity to roughly
100,000 people.

The floating plant currently
serves a population of 5,000. It
also supports operations in a
local copper and gold mine and
is used for desalinating water.

Equipped with two reactors,
each generating 35 megawatts

21-1-2025 | @6@

of electricity, the Akademik
Lomonosov began commercial
operations in May 2020 and has
consistently exceeded state
power generation targets. Rosa-
tom credits its success to effect-
ive planning and coordinated
efforts by on-site and rotating
personnel.

Russia’s nuclear energy giant
is exploring the construction of
four new floating nuclear power
plants, each with a capacity of
100 megawatts-electric (MWe)
and a lifespan exceeding 60
years. RT

Israel releases first 90 palestinian prisoners in exchange for hostages

JERUSALEM January 20
Israel has released the first
90 Palestinian women prisoners
under an agreement with
Palestinian movement Hamas
in exchange for the release
of three hostages from the

Gaza Strip, Israel newspaper
reported, citing the Israel
Prisons Authority.

The day before, Egypt’s state
news service reported that
Israel would soon release 90
Palestinian prisoners in ex-

change for the release of three
Israeli hostages by Hamas.
Al-Qassam Brigades (the mili-
tary wing of Hamas) earlier
said they had decided to re-
lease the three hostages on
Sunday as part of a deal with

Israel.

The Israeli army later re-
ported that the International
Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) had handed over the
hostages to the Israeli military,
after which the girls arrived in

Israel. They later arrived at a
first reception center, where
they were reunited with some
of their relatives, and then
they went to Israel’s Sheba
Hospital.

Sputnik

China launches five new satellites

JIUQUAN January 20

China on Monday launched
a CERES-1 carrier rocket with
five satellites onboard.

The rocket blasted off at
6:11 p.m. (Beijing Time) from
the Jiuquan Satellite Launch
Center in northwest China
and sent a group of satellites,
including the Yunyao-1 37-40
and JTX-A-05 models, into their
planned orbits.

The four satellites, Yunyao-1
37-40, are all equipped with the

Global Navigation Satellite
System (GNSS) occultation
payload, which can obtain infor-
mation on atmospheric tem-
perature, humidity, pressure
and ionospheric electron den-
sity.

The JTX-A-05 satellite is
equipped with a hyperspectral
camera payload to acquire re-
mote sensing images, which can
be used in many fields such as
ecological environment survei-
llance, agricultural monitoring,

mineral exploration, forest ma-
nagement and urban planning,
According to Galactic Energy,
the rocket developer in the pri-
vate sector, CERES-1has succe-
ssfully completed 16 launches
so far, sending 63 satellites
into preset orbits -- making it
a leading commercial launch
vehicle in the private sector
of China’s space industry with
the largest number of launches
and the highest success rate.
Xinhua

A CERES:-1 carrier rocket carrying ‘filrve satellitesfk.)lishts off fromthe Jiuquan

fuSatelliteIlaunch Centeryin northwestChinalontJanuary,20%2025.

8 dead in Serbian nursing home fire, arson suspected

BELGRADE January 20
Eight people lost their lives
in a devastating fire early
Monday morning at a nursing
home in Belgrade’s suburb
settlement of Barajevo, with
police suspecting the tragedy
was caused by criminal activity.

“Emergency services react-
ed quickly and efficiently, but
the fire had already spread ex-
tensively. Unfortunately, eight
lives were lost,” Nemanja Sta-
rovic, minister for Labor, Em-
ployment, Veterans, and Social
Affairs, told Serbia’s Tanjug

News Agency.

Rescuers safely evacuated
13 people from the burning
building, while seven sustained
injuries and received medical
care.

Starovic stated that initial
findings point to the possibility of

acriminal act. “The investigation
is ongoing, and I expect the
prosecution to provide official
information later today,” he
added.

The fire erupted at approxi-
mately 3:30 a.m. (0230 GMT),
with media outlets reporting

that around 30 residents were
in the building at the time.
Firefighters extinguished
the blaze after deploying many
personnel and vehicles, while
emergency medical teams
provided on-site assistance.
Xinhua

Donald Trump’s inauguration

WASHINGTON, D.C January 20

The four-day celebration of President-elect Donald Trump’s inauguration will

culminate Monday with his swearing-in ceremony.

Donald Trump will take the oath of office at noon local time (17:00 GMT). The
president-elect will use two Bibles during the ceremony: one given to him by his
family in 1955, and the other, the Bible on which Abraham Lincoln was sworn

in back in 1861.

Due to cold weather, the inauguration has been moved indoors to the Capitol,

Following the swearing-in ceremony, there will be a farewell to the outgoing
administration, including former President Joe Biden and Vice President

Kamala Harris.
Afterward, Trump will sign his first executive orders and nominations, and

engage with congressional leaders. The day will also feature a small review of

Office.

troops and a parade in honor of the new president. Finally, Trump will return
to the White House, where he will sign additional documents in the Oval

The day will conclude with three events: the Commander in Chief Ball, the

a rare occurrence last seen in 1985; the event typically takes place outside.

Liberty Ball, and the Starlight Ball, during which Trump will deliver a speech.

Sputnik
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News report on eliminating illegal online gambling at the border areas released

NAY PYI TAW January 20

Recently, illegal criminal acti-
vities including online gambling
were occurring in Myawady-
Shwe Kokko and KK Park areas
in Kayin State.

A gambling project was set
up in the Shwe Kokko area in
2016 under the pretext of esta-
blishing businesses for regional
economic development. Later
it stopped due to media reports
and news about the existence of
illegal businesses. Because of
the various armed groups active
in the areas and the difficult-
ies and limits for rule enforce-
ment teams and administrative
bodies to fully control and govern
the areas, they were unstable
and in the adjoining areas self-
seekers, taking the situation as
an advantage, were committ-
ing crimes including online gam-
bling.

These areas were receiving
electricity and internet con-
nection, the basic requirement
for online gambling, not from
Myanmar, but from the other
country, and most of the infra-
structures and investments
were provided by foreign orga-
nizations. Online scammers
started their online frauds and
gambling in Philippines and
Cambodia in about 2015 and
entered Myanmar after 2019.

News about the transfer of a
Chinese citizen, Mr. Wang Xing
(film actor), who went missing
at Thai-Myanmar (Maesot-
Myawady), border back to Thai-
land by related organizations
through inter connections. Acc-
ording to verifications, a Chinese
citizen connected Mr. Wang
Xing through WeChat of a
Thaibased art company, GMM
Grammy, and organized him to
work as an actor in Thailand.
Hence, Mr. Wang Xing arrived
in Suvarnabhumi International
Airport from Shanghai, China,
on 3 January by air. Later, he

arrived at a place on the bank
of Thaungyin River (on Thai
side) near Maekonkan Village,
Maesot, Tak Province from
Bangkok. He was then taken
to Myawady-Shwe Kokko area
(Myanmar side) by boat.

He was sent to a building and
was trained to be skilled in
computer typing. There were
about ten Chinese citizens in
the building. He was sent to
a second building where his
head was shaven and ordered
to do online scamming. It was
an online scamming place and
there were about 50 Chinese
citizens. Later; he contacted his
family. Organizations from the
areas he was involved in tran-
sferred him to Thailand, which
he entered illegally, through
No 34 gate, Vansakhiranthaink
village, ward 7, Thasaunglot
Township, Maesot, Tak Province
on 7 January. He was then
transferred back to China at
the Bangkok center to protect
victims of human trafficking
(Donmaung Center) on 10
January evening.

Moreover, three persons in-
cluding a Chinese citizen, Mr.
Cheng Xiao Ning, were found
near a bridge on Friendship
Road in Ward 5. According to

They were involved in an online
scamming business and later
they ran away from the place
as they were not paid.

Similarly, two illegal Chinese
immigrants, Mr. Yin Jie and Mr.
Huang Xiang, were found near
Natshinnaung traffic lights,
Bayintnaung road, Ward 4,
Myawady. According to them,
they illegally entered Myanmar
through Maesot, Thailand in
2023.

Basically, the online scamm-
ing business needs electricity,
internet connection, arms and

Mr. Wang Xing (film actor), who was forced to work for an online scamming
business, seen together with Thai officials.

Foreigners who entered Myanmar illegally and involved in online gambling
are transferred back to their own country.

Foreigners who entered Myanmar illegally are being handed over to
authorities of relevant countries.

them, they illegally entered
Myanmar from Thailand through
various connections in 2022-2023.

ammunition and buildings, and
the scammers got them through
other countries. The scammers

were not from Myanmar and
they were foreigners who sneak-
ed into it via some neighbouring
countries. The eradication of
online scamming and gambling
calls for collective and positive
involvement of neighbours.
The government of Myanmar
is prioritizing the prevalence of
State peace and stability and
the rule of law. But taking the
current situation in some bor-
der areas as an opportunity,
some foreigners with the in-
volvement of self-seekers from
related sectors including EAOs
are extending online gambling.
So, the government is paying
serious attention to exposing

the illegal business and tran-
sferring the victims to their
countries.

Investigations were conduct-
ed to expose foreigners who
illegally entered Myanmar and
it was found that most of them
illegally entered Myanmar
territory to work for their per-
sonal interests by using neigh-
bouring countries including
Thailand as transits. However,
although they were illegal
migrants, the government
has conducted investigations
in accordance with the law
and handed them over to their
respective countries out of con-
siderations for humanitarian
causes and friendship between
countries. When foreigners
who were committing online
frauds and online gambling by
illegally entering the country
were uncovered and the illegal
migrants who were exposed in
border areas such as Laukkai,
Muse, Tachilek and Myawady
and other border areas were
handed over to their relevant
countries. From 5 October,
2023 to 13 January, 2025, a
total of 55,711 foreigners were
handed over to their respective
countries including 53,388
foreigners to China, 648 foreig-
ners to Thailand, 20 foreigners
to Korea, 22 foreigners to Laos,
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and property of innocent people.

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives
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