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Chairman of Natural Disaster Management Committee Vice Chairman of
SAC Deputy Prime Minister Vice-Senior General Soe Win inspects repair
works on ministry buildings and staff housing

NAY PYI TAW May 26

Chairman of the Natural Disaster
Management Committee Vice Chair-
man of the State Administration Council
Deputy Prime Minister Vice-Senior
General Soe Win, accompanied by
Union Ministers, the Chairman of the
Nay Pyi Taw Council, the Commander
of the Nay Pyi Taw Command, and other
officials, inspected the ongoing repair
works on ministry buildings, staff hous-
ing, and dormitories this evening.

First, the Vice-Senior General and
party arrived at the Ministry of Energy,
where officials briefed them on the
damage caused by the earthquake to off-

Vice-Senior General Soe Win
hears reports on damage to
buildings of the Ministry of

Energy in Nay Pyi Taw.

ice buildings, the temporary operation
of offices using prefabricated structures,
and the completion of modular housing
for staff accommodation. The Vice-Senior
General issued necessary instructions
and then inspected the damage and

repair progress at the Union Minister’s
Office and the Myanmar Oil and Gas
Enterprise office buildings.

Next, the Vice-Senior General and
party visited the Ministry of Planning
and Finance. They examined the earth-

-

quake damage to the main building an
other office structures, as well as the
ongoing repair efforts, coordinating
with responsible officials to address
any needs.

Later, the Vice-Senior General and
party proceeded to Building No. 6209
in the Zabuthiri Township’s Thukha
Theikdhi residential block, which had
been marked as safe for reoccupation
(blue-tagged). They observed minor
earthquake damage and the complet-

Vice-Senior General Soe Win
inspects repair works of the
Nyana Theikdhi residential block of
Zabuthiri Township in Nay Pyi Taw.

ed repairs carried out by the Myanmar
Licensed Contractors Association.
They also checked on the living con-
ditions of government staff, inquired
about their access to the five basic
commodities provided by the state, and

e S 4

coordinated with officials to resolve
any issues.

The Vice-Senior General and his
entourage then visited Building No.
3107 in the Nyana Theikdhi residential
block of Zabuthiri Township, where the
Myanmar Construction Development
Association was conducting repairs
using the stitching method on earth-
quake-damaged structures and rooms.
The Vice-Senior General inspected the
progress and gave necessary instruct-
ions to the responsible personnel.

Finally, the Vice-Senior General and
party inspected the slightly damaged
walls at the Thazin (2) Women’s Dormi-
tory (Building 1) and Thazin (56) Men’s
Dormitory (Building 11). Construction
workers were using Sikalatex liquid,
non-shrink cement-based multipur-
pose mortar (SikaGrout), and mixed
cement to repair cracks. The Vice-Senior
General reviewed the progress and
coordinated with officials to address
any remaining needs.

100

Chickpeas fully harvested in Wetlet Township

WETLET May 26

Chickpeas planted during the
winter crops planting season
have been harvested in Wetlet
Township, Shwebo District,

Sagaing Region, according to
the statistics from the Depart-
ment of Agriculture for Wetlet
Township.

In Wetlet Township, 55,988

acres of chickpeas were planted
during the winter crops planting
season, and the chickpea fields
that were planted have been
harvested since January this

24.50 baskets per acre.

year, so far all of the chickpeas
have been harvested, yielding

Sagaing Region is the largest
region in the country in terms

of area for bean and pulses pro-
duction. Since it can be grown
as an intercropping, farmers
are growing it as an income-
generating crop. SK
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there have been actions beyond these
legal permissions, and thus, it is
necessary to implement strict control
and enforcement.

On one hand, enforcement actions
such as arrests and controls must be
taken, and on the other hand, it is nece-
ssary to carry out activities in accord-
ance with laws such as the Intellectual
Property Law and the Consumer Pro-
tection Law to ensure robust enforce-
ment. This effort requires collaboration
among the public, the government,
entrepreneurs, and business organi-
zations. When carrying out such efforts,
procedures must align with the Customs
Law, Import and Export Law, Commer-
cial Tax Law, and Special Commodities
Law, as well as enforcement according
to the Competition Law and Consumer
Protection Law. Intelligence gathering
plays a crucial role in combating illegal
trade. In February, March, and April
2025, a total of 255 tips were received:
237 accurate, 13 false, and 5 late. Due to
the decreasing number of late reports
and the increasing accuracy of tips,
enforcement against illegal trade has
become more effective. Authorities
must ensure the confidentiality of tips

and security of the informant public to
prevent any harm or loss for them. Based
on the cases successfully prosecuted
due to informants’ tips, the government
has been offering benefits and honorary
awards. News about these honorary
awards should be frequently publicized
so that the general public is well aware
of the government awards.

With regard to seizures, both goods
and restricted items have been confis-
cated. Committee members and relevant
authorities are required to take mea-
sures to minimize waste or loss of seized
goods, take quick legal action, auction
the goods as soon as possible and con-
fiscate the money as government funds
in accordance with procedures syste-
matically as soon as possible.

In combating illegal trade, it is nece-
ssary for special teams in Nay Pyi Taw
Council, Regions/States and relevant de-
partments to continue to make stronger
collaboration to combat illegal activities
more effectively than ever. Personnel
involved in these operations are urged
to maintain individual security aware-
ness, remain alert, and act responsibly
and to operate with an emphasis on
security and vigilance within relevant
organizations. As combating illegal

Tatmadaw & Local News |19

trade cannot be accomplished by any
one person alone, success depends on
collaborative efforts involving the lead-
ing committee, responsible personnel
from regions and states, relevant mini-
stry staff, security forces, and the gene-
ral public and only through such joint
cooperation can the committee’s object-
ives be effectively realized and threats
that could impact national economic
development be prevented and miti-
gated. Therefore, it is necessary to exert
efforts to combat illegal trade more
efficiently and effectively.

Then, Deputy Minister for Commerce
and Secretary of the Illegal Trade Era-
dication Steering Committee U Min Min
provided a briefing on the progress of the
resolutions made during the Steering
Committee Meeting (1/2025), as well
as its ongoing activities.

After that, Director General U Aung
Thwin Oo, the leader of the steering
committee’s office task force, Director
General U Han Win Aung of the Central
Equipment Statistics and Inspection
Department, Director General U Thein
Swe of the Customs Department,
Director General U Myint Thura of
the Department of Trade, the Deputy
Director General Professor Dr. Ye Myint

of the Department of Food and Drug
Administration read and presented
the orders submitted to the Steering
Committee Work Coordination Meeting
(2/2025).

Next, the Union Ministers who are
members of the Steering Committee
U Win Shein, Lt-Gen Tun Tun Naung,
U Tun Ohn, Chairman of the Revenue
Appellate Tribunal U Myint Oo, Member
of Nay Pyi Taw Council, the chairmen
and officials of the special committees
of the regions and states reviewed find-
ings on illegal trade, and discussed
situations in which drugs, controlled
chemicals, weapons, illegal timber,
vehicles, fuel oils, food, drugs and
cosmetic products are being seized
and taking action. They also discussed
the circumstances under which cases
are being expedited to prevent the
destruction and loss of seized items, iss-
ues related to the broad dissemination
of information, preventive measures, ex-
port and import comparisons and com-
modity flow conditions at trading stat-
ions, and trade conditions with neigh-
boring countries.

After that, the Vice-Senior General
coordinated the presentations and
concluded the meeting. 100

Farmers harvest all acres of maize in Maubin Township

MAUBIN May 26

A total of 4,270 acres of maize has
been harvested in Maubin Township
of Ayeyawady Region, said U Zaw Min
Tun, the head of Maubin Township
Agriculture Department.

In Maubin Township, during this year’s
winter crop season, maize was cultivated
across up to 4,270 acres of croplands.
The harvesting of these maize fields
began in the first week of March this
year. As of today, harvesting has been
completed for 100 per cent of the maize
fields, and a yield of 85.12 baskets per
acre has been reported.

“To ensure farmers could grow their
winter crops without difficulty, we pro-
vided necessary technical support and
other assistance in advance. This season,

more than 4,200 acres of maize were
cultivated. To ensure full cultivation
and good yields, the Department of Agri-
culture and relevant agencies worked
together to provide proper farming
methods and necessary support,” said
U Zaw Min Tun, head of the Department
of Agriculture for Maubin Township.

He also stated, “Compared to previous
years, yield rates and quality have im-
proved, and we implemented systematic
measures to protect the crops from
pests and diseases.”

During this year’s monsoon crop
season, the Department of Agricul-
ture, in collaboration with related
agricultural organizations, worked
with local farmers in Maubin Township
to enable smooth cultivation of maize.
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They also supported the selection and maize varieties.

planting of high-quality, marketable

Indaw Township finishes harvest of kidney bean

INDAW May 26

Indaw Township Agriculture Department mentioned that local farmers harvested all sown acreage of kidney bean in Indaw Township of Sagaing Region.
In Indaw Township, a total of 3,430 acres of kidney beans were cultivated during the winter cropping season. Harvesting of these kidney bean fields
began in January this year and continued until today, with 100 percent of the acreage now fully harvested. It is reported that the yield was 16.58 baskets

per acre.

U Thein Khine, Head of the Indaw Township Department of Agriculture, stated, “In Indaw Township, kidney beans were cultivated on 3,430 acres. At present,
all of the cultivated areas have been fully harvested. To ensure good yield and quality of the beans, we have worked together with farmers by providing high-
quality and pure seeds, proper input support, and post-harvest technology.”

In Indaw Township, the Department of Agriculture has conducted educational programs to support kidney bean farmers in expanding cultivation areas,
improving yields, adopting GAP (Good Agricultural Practices), and using quality seed varieties with high productivity.

Crops grown using GAP methods have better quality than those grown with traditional methods. These crops can fetch higher prices and are eligible not only
for the domestic market but also for export to international markets. As a result, farmers who adopt GAP methods can enjoy greater economic benefits.

SMK



20| International News

Cambodia spots newborn rare Mekong dolphin, bringing total
population to 111

PHNOM PENH May 26
Cambodia has welcomed
seven newborn Mekong Irra-
waddy dolphins so far this year,
bringing the total population of
the aquaticmammalsto 111, the
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry
and Fisheries (MAFF) saidina
press release on Monday.
The latest newborn dolphin
calf, about two days old, was
spotted on Sunday at the Kampi
dolphin pool in Kratie province’s
Preaek Prasab district by a
team of researchers from the
Fisheries Administration and

the World Wide Fund for Nature
(WWF).

“This newborn dolphin was
seen swimming alongside a pod
of four adult dolphins,” the press
release said. “Itis the seventh
dolphin calf born in 2025.”

The Mekong River Irrawaddy
dolphins have been listed since
2004 as critically endangered on
the International Union for Con-
servation of Nature’s Red List
of Threatened Species.

In 2024, the Southeast Asian
country recorded a total of nine
newborn dolphin calves, with

four deaths, according to the
news release.

The MAFF estimates that to
date, there are 111 Irrawaddy

dolphms 11V1ng along a 120- km
main channel of the Mekong
River in northeast Stung Treng
and Kratie provinces. Xinhua

Russia launches record 355 drones at Ukraine in overnight attack

KIEV May 26

The Russian forces launched a record of
355 drones at Ukraine on Sunday night into
Monday morning, in a third major aerial
attackin three days, the Interfax-Ukraine
news agency reported, citing data from
the country’s Air Force.

According to the report, 233 drones were

destroyed by firepower, while 55 disappear-
ed from the radars or were suppressed by
electronic warfare means.

Besides, Russia attacked Ukraine with
nine cruise missiles and all of them were
shot down. The Russian-launched pro-
jectiles struck five sites in Ukraine, while
debris from downed drones hit 10 other

locations, the Air Force said in a state-
ment.

The Russian Defence Ministry said
on Sunday that Russia intercepted and
destroyed 110 Ukrainian drones across
various regions of the country overnight,
including 13 over the Moscow region.

Xinhua

33 kllled by Israeli alrstrlke on school-turned shelter in Gaza City

“The explosion was like an earthquake. Minutes later, we saw
flames engulfing the tents and charred bodies inside them,”
Mahmoud Suleiman, a resident of the area, told Xinhua.

In a statement, the Israeli army confirmed the targeting of

GAZA May %

At least 33 Palestinians, including 18 children and six women,
were Killed and dozens of others injured in an Israeli airstrike
early Monday morning targeting the Fahmi Al-Jarjawi school
sheltering displaced families, according to Gaza’s Civil Defence.

Mahmoud Basal, a civil defense spokesperson, told Xinhua
that searching operations, still underway for missing persons
under the rubble, were hampered by the scale of the devastation.

Eyewitnesses described the scene as “catastrophic.”

the school, claiming that it was being used as a “command and
control compound” by Hamas and Islamic Jihad to plan “terrorist
attacks.” The army added that it had employed precision-guided
munitions and aerial reconnaissance to minimize civilian
casualties.

The bombing coincided with the Israeli army issuing urgent
evacuation orders for residents of the Bani Suheila, Abasan, and
Al-Qarara areas of Khan Younis in the southern Gaza Strip, in
preparation for an “unprecedented” attack.

The evacuation came after three rockets were fired from
southern Gaza toward Israel, one of which was intercepted.

Since Israel resumed its military campaign on March 18, at
least 3,822 Palestinians have been killed and 10,925 injured,
bringing the overall death toll in Gaza since the war began in
October 2023 to 53,977, with a total of 122,966 people injured,
according to health authorities in Gaza on Monday.

Xinhua

Macron says he, his wife were ‘Horsing Around’ during incident

caught on video

MOSCOW May 26

French President Emmanuel Macron
rejected media claims on Monday that
a video of him being punched in the face
by his wife Brigitte was a “family scene,”
saying they were just “horsing around.”

“We were arguing, or rather just horsing
around with my wife, but to my surprise it
became a kind of planetary catastrophe.
People are saying a lot of stupid things.

Everyone needs to calm down,” Macron
told reporters during a visit to Vietnam,
as broadcast by the Elysee Palace on X.

Macron added that the video was real,
but misinterpreted.

The president and his wife arrived in
Vietnam on May 25. Journalists capturing
the moment of Macron’s exit from the
plane recorded an incident where he was
struck in the face by his wife. In the video,

Brigitte is not visible, but it is clear that
her hands are pushing the president quite
forcefully into his chin.

Initially, the Elysee Palace denied the
authenticity of the footage, but when it
became known that many media outlets
had circulated the video, a source close
to the president said that it was a “family
quarrel.”

Sputnik
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India
surpasses
Japan as fourth-
largest global
economy —
New Delhi

NEW DELHI May 26

India has surpassed Japan
to become the world’s fourth-
largest economy, government-
backed policy think tank NITI
Aayog has said. The Indian
economy has grown to US$-4
trillion, behind only the US, China,
and Germany, NITI Aayog CEO
BVR Subrahmanyam stated in
a press briefing on Saturday.

Subrahmanyam cited data
from the International Monetary
Fund (IMF), adding that “if
we stick to what is being plann-
ed and what is being thought
through, in the next three years,
we will be the third largest
economy.”

The NITI Aayog CEO also
mentioned that a new round of
the government’s asset moneti-
zation plan is being prepar-
ed and will be announced in
August. This is in line with
Indian Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman, who said in
astatement to the IMF in April
that to achieve economic stabi-
lity and development goals,
“country specific structural
reforms and domestic resource
mobilization are indispen-
sable.”

India’s GDP growth of 6.5
percent in 2024-25 remains the
highest amongst large econo-
mies, according to economists.
Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday reiterated
his call towards transforming
the country into a developed
nation by 2047.

The South Asian nation’s push
also comes at a time when tariffs
with major economies, such as
the US and in Europe, are being
negotiated. India’s regulators
have been setting the ground
for growth, including in April
when the country’s central bank
cut its key interest rate for the
second time this year. RT
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Vice Chairman of the State Administration Council Deputy Prime Minister
Vice-Senior General Soe Win addresses Work Coordination Meeting 2/2025

of the Illegal Trade E

radication Steering Committee

Vice-Senior General Soe Win addresses the Work Coordination Meeting 2/2025 of the Illegal Trade Eradication Steering Committee.

NAY PYI TAW May 26

Work Coordination Meeting 2/2025 of
the Illegal Trade Eradication Steering
Committee was held at the conference
hall of the Ministry of Commerce here
this afternoon, addressed by Vice Chair-
man of the State Administration Council
Deputy Prime Minister Chairman of
the steering committee Vice-Senior Ge-
neral Soe Win.

Also present at the meeting were
union ministers U Win Shein, Lt-Gen
Tun Tun Naung and U Tun Ohn, deputy
ministers, Chairman of the Revenue
Appellate Tribunal U Myint Oo, member
of the Nay Pyi Taw Council, permanent
secretaries, directors-generals, chair-
men and officials of organizations.
Chairs of region and state special com-
mittees for eradication of illegal trade
participated in the meeting in the form
of video conferencing.

In his address, the Vice-Senior General
said at the Security, Peace and Stability
and Rule of Law Committee meeting on
19 March 2025, the Chairman of the State
Administration Council said, “Illegal

trade can harm regional peace and
stability and security as they encourage
criminal activities and funnel financial
assistance for terrorist organizations.
In this regard, officials of the relevant
ministries and region/state governments
should effectively conduct anti-illicit
trade operations.”

At the meetings on economy, the
Prime Minister always gives guidance
to effectively eradicate illicit trade. In
this regard, special attention must be
paid to illegal trade. The SAC made
amendments in 2022 for effectiveness
of the anti-illegal trade activities. Work
coordination meetings have been held
19 times and up to the 18® meeting 619
resolutions were adopted. During the
period of three years and four months,
illegal goods valued at Ks-576.541 billion
were impounded in 22,198 cases. Seizures
in March 2025 tops the monthly chart.
More cases should be exposed and
more illegal goods should be seized.
The volume of illicit trade rose at the
time when border trade was suspended.
The number of seizures had increased

alongside the rise in illicit trade. Anti-
illicit trade activities will achieve more
success if security and inspection teams
make checks more thoroughly.

Moreover, anti-illegal trade operat-
ions must be carried out with neigh-
bours through ministry-to-ministry and
government-to-government infor-
mation sharing and cooperation. As re-
gards anti-illegal trade, Myanmar ranks
117 among 158 nations, in the 2025 Illicit
Trade Index of the Transnational Alli-
ance to Combat Illicit Trade (TRACIT).
Of the 84 countries, Myanmar was at
815t position in the Global Illicit Trade
Environment, released in 2018. So, the
2025 index shows Myanmar’s improve-
ment in the issue. However, Myanmar
ranks 9 in the anti-illegal trade chart
among the ten ASEAN member states.
Hence, anti-illegal trade activities need
more acceleration. Internally, anti-
illegal trade must be launched more
effectively, and externally, G2G and
M2M cooperation must be set up with
neighbouring trade partners.

The 2025 Illicit Trade Index of the

Transnational Alliance to Combat Illicit
Trade (TRACIT) states the 12 sectors
where illicit-trade is extremely high, and
they include farm goods, agricultural
chemicals and pesticides, alcohol,
counterfeit consumer goods, forest pro-
ducts, illegal fishing, petrochemicals,
medicines, precious metals and gems,
tobacco products, human trafficking,
and wildlife trafficking,.

It is necessary for members of One
Stop Service teams and inspection
teams, who are members of the relevant
12 sectors, to identify smuggling activit-
ies and take appropriate actions. It has
been observed that during the period
of three years and four months, the
highest number of seizures involved
unlicensed and unauthorized motor
vehicles and motorcycles. Additionally,
imports related to investment, machinery
and various consumer goods, were also
discovered. Given that our country is
an agricultural nation, the Ministry of
Commerce has officially issued licenses
for agricultural machinery. However,

See Page - 19 0@

and property of innocent people.

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive
activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.
3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives
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Card Services

v Individual Debit Card/ Credit Card

v Corporate Debit Card

v Point of Sales Services

¥ Online Payment/ Tax Payment

Via E-commerce

J

Phone No

v Automated Teller Machine Services

MPUY

+ (01) 2301367, 2301368, 2301452, 2301378



