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Vice President U Nyo Saw addresses MSME
Development Work Committee Meeting (1/2026)
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Vice President U Nyo Saw delivers an address at the MSME Development Work Committee Meeting

(1/2026).

Nay Pyi Taw June 28

The Micro, Small
and Medium Enterprises
(MSME) Development
Work Committee Meeting
(1/2026) was held at 9:30 am
today in the assembly hall
of Ministry Office No. 30,
the Ministry of Industry and
Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises Development in
Nay Pyi Taw. Vice President
U Nyo Saw, also Chairman
of the MSME Development
Work Committee, attended
and delivered an address.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Union Minister Dr
Charlie Than, Vice Chair-
man of the Work Committee,

along with Union Ministers
Dr Kan Zaw, Dr Myo Thein
Kyaw, U Min Naung, U Ko
Ko Lwin, and U Tun Ohn,
who are committee mem-
bers. Also in attendance
were the Chairman of the
Nay Pyi Taw Council, Chief
Ministers of Regions and
States, Deputy Ministers, the
Chairman and members of
the MSME Agency, experts
from various associations,
and invited guests.

First, Vice President U
Nyo Saw delivered his open-
ing remarks, outlining sev-
eral key directives and im-
plementation strategies. He
highlighted the implementa-

tion of directives given by
the President during the Cen-
tral Committee meeting, as
well as the responsibilities of
the MSME Work Committee
mentioned during the World
MSME Day commemoration
ceremony. He detailed plans
to expand the cultivation of
cotton, bamboo, rubber, and
coffee for national benefit,
and to increase the pro-
duction of finished goods.
Furthermore, he stressed
the need for a comprehen-
sive approach covering raw
materials, technology, capi-
tal, and skilled labour to
produce high-quality prod-
ucts that meet international

market standards. Noting
that MSME development
relies heavily on agricultural
growth, the Vice President
discussed methods to boost
both the quantity and quality
of agricultural production.
Reflecting on the MSME
exhibition successfully held
on 27 June to mark World
MSME Day, where Regions
and States comprehensively
showcased local products,
he emphasised the need to
further diversify and develop
new product lines. He also
addressed the expansion of
the livestock sector across
Regions and States using
modern systems. To ensure

domestic self-sufficiency, he
instructed that the cultiva-

i tion of various oilseed crops

be expanded across Regions
and States, and that oil mills

' be upgraded to produce re-

fined, high-standard edible
oil. He noted that the "One
Region, One Product" pro-
ject—a presidential directive

; successfully implemented

internationally—must utilise
only domestically available
raw materials when creating
new product categories. He
stated that natural resources
across Regions and States
must be used systematically
without illegal exploitation,
and that factories, work-
shops, water supply, electric-
ity, and basic infrastructure
must be properly managed.
Finally, he urged the adop-
tion of modern technologies,
including Artificial Intel-
ligence (Al), and advised
prioritising "Quick Win"
initiatives to rapidly and ef-
fectively implement regional
MSME operations.
Afterward, Work Com-
mittee Secretary Deputy
Minister Dr. Aung Zeya and
the MSME Agency Chair-
man explained the status of
implementations on the deci-
sions of the Working Com-
mittee Meeting (1/2025) and
submissions presented to the
Working Committee.
Then, Work Commit-
tee Vice Chairman Union

Minister Dr. Charlie Than
explained regarding the ac-
tion plans to be continued by
the Working Committee in
accordance with the policies
of the State.
Subsequently, Work
Committee members, in-
cluding Union Ministers,
the Nay Pyi Taw Council
Chairman, Region and State
Chief Ministers, Deputy
Ministers, and experts from
associations, explained
and discussed the status
of measures to be taken to
improve agriculture-based
manufacturing and to ensure
progress throughout the
trade and service chain from
manufacturing, the status of
encouraging and promoting
agriculture-based manu-
facturing businesses such
as bamboo, cotton, rubber,
and coffee businesses using
domestic raw materials, the
status of implementing the
14 duties of the MSME Work
Committee in accordance
with the SME Law, and the
status of arrangements made
for the development of the
human resources sector.
Afterward, the Work
Committee Chairman Vice-
President reviewed and dis-
cussed the presentations
regarding the development
of micro, small, and medium
enterprises, gave a conclud-
ing speech, and adjourned

the meeting. 100

Israeli military activities
continue in S. Lebanon despite
framework agreement: report

Jerusalem June 28

Israeli military activities
continued across southern
Lebanon on Sunday despite
a newly signed framework
agreement between Lebanon
and Israel aimed at lasting
peace and security.

Israeli airstrikes and
drone attacks hit several
areas across southern Leba-
non, including the towns of
Nabatieh al-Fawqa, Deir Siri-
ane, Taybeh, and Baraachit,
Lebanon's state-run National
News Agency (NNA) re-
ported.

Israeli forces carried out

explosions and set homes
on fire in the border town of
Khiam, the NNA reported,
adding they also fired cluster
munitions toward the towns
of Shebaa and Shouaya.

No casualties were im-
mediately reported in the
incidents.

Meanwhile, the Israel De-
fense Forces said in a state-
ment that an Israeli military
officer, Captain David Ha-
zutt, was killed and another
soldier wounded in southern
Lebanon early Sunday.

Israel's state-owned Kan
TV reported the incident

occurred when a Hezbollah
militant opened fire on an
Israeli unit entering Deir
Siriane to check a suspicious
building.

On Friday, U.S. Secretary
of State Marco Rubio said Is-
rael and Lebanon had reached
a framework agreement for
"lasting peace and security."

The agreement, signed
at the end of the latest round
of ambassador-level talks
in Washington, D.C., called
again for the implementation
of a fragile ceasefire between
the two sides.

Xinhua

World Bank approves 250 min
USD for Bangladesh to
strengthen public institutions

Dhaka June 28

The World Bank's board
of executive directors has ap-
proved 250 million U.S. dol-
lars in financing to help Bang-
ladesh modernize five key
government agencies, aiming
to improve transparency, ac-
countability and efficiency in
public sector operations.

The Washington-based
lender, in a statement re-
leased on Sunday, said the
Strengthening Institutions
for Transparency and Ac-
countability (SITA) project
approved on June 12 takes
a comprehensive approach

to strengthening government
institutions for improving data
production, domestic revenue
mobilization, public invest-
ment management, procure-
ment and audit.

It will support investments
in digital systems, institution-
al reforms and capacity build-
ing across the five agencies.

"By modernizing systems
and enhancing transparency in
procurement, data quality, do-
mestic resource mobilization,
public financial management,
and project implementation,
the project is expected to
build a stronger foundation

for effective service delivery,"
Zonayed Saki, Bangladesh's
state minister of finance and
planning, was quoted as say-
ing in the statement.

He said it is also expected
to enhance public trust in
government institutions and
make them more accountable
to the people.

Jean Pesme, the World
Bank's divisional director for
Bangladesh and Bhutan, said
the country's next phase of
growth depends on strong,
transparent institutions that
people and investors can trust.

Xinhua
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Bamauk Township to cultivate more than

38,000 acres of rainfed paddy t

Photo shows a thriving monsoon paddy plantation.

Bamauk June 28

Agricultural daya from
Katha District Agriculture
Department stated that lo-
cal authorities in Bamauk
Township of Sagaing Region
have earmarked cultivation
of more than 38,000 acres of
rainfed paddy in the township
this monsoon.

During the 2026-2027
monsoon cropping season,
Bamauk Township plans

to cultivate 38,867 acres of
rainfed paddy. Planting is
scheduled to take place from
July through September this
year.

“We have targeted the
cultivation of more than
38,000 acres of monsoon
paddy in Bamauk Township
during this year’s monsoon
cropping season. Efforts
will be made to ensure that
the targeted acreage is fully

achieved. Necessary tech-
nologies and quality seed
varieties will be provided for
paddy cultivation. Field-level
assistance will also be carried
out to help farmers plant their
monsoon paddy on time,”
said Daw Khin Myat Myat
Oo, Head of of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture in Katha
District.

During this year’s mon-
soon cropping season, the

his year

relevant township agriculture
department and local farmers

Bl will work together to ensure
y that monsoon paddy can be
| cultivated systematically and

without difficulties.

In Bamauk Township,
monsoon paddy farmers will
receive agricultural technical
support, awareness training
on pest prevention and con-
trol, guidance to minimize
crop losses, and information
on ensuring that harvested
paddy is transported under
shelter in a timely manner.

To ensure successful cul-
tivation and good yields from
this year’s monsoon paddy
fields in Bamauk Township,
staff from the Township De-
partment of Agriculture will
provide field-based techni-
cal assistance, including the
selection and cultivation of
quality certified seeds, pest
surveillance, land prepara-
tion and weeding, rouging
of off-type plants, and the
systematic application of

fertilizers. 206

and robbing.

general public.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”,

the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist
groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks,
civil servants including schoolteachers, and mem-

bers of the general public, as well as looting

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”,
“NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidat-
ing and killing people and committing destructive

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on ter-
rorists and on possession and transport of weapons/
ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and

property of innocent people.

Demand high in trading of river catfish in
Nyaungdon Township

Nyaungdon June 28

Trading of river catfish
is booming at the domestic
market due to high demand
in Nyaungdon Township of
Ayeyawady Region, said
Daw Khin Khin, the owner
of fishery trading depot in
Nyaungdon Township.

From Nyaungdon Town-
ship, river catfish have seen
strong demand and good
sales from the third week

of May up to the present,
according to reports. In
the area, between 3,500
and 6,000 viss of river cat-
fish are reportedly traded
daily.

“River catfish produced
in Nyaungdon Township are
receiving strong demand
from the Yangon market.
Locally produced river cat-
fish from this area are main-
ly exported and sold to the

Yangon market. At present,
catfish output is lower than
before. Right now, river
catfish are among the best-
selling fish in the market.
As sales have improved,
workers, business operators,
and especially fish farming
entrepreneurs are getting
better business opportuni-
ties. River catfish produced
in Nyaungdon Township are
of good quality,” said Daw

Khin Khin.

In Nyaungdon Town-
ship, brokerage business
owners purchase locally
produced river catfish, pro-
cess them into market-ready
products, and redistribute
them for sale, according
to reports. River catfish
from the area are currently
priced at up to K19,500
per viss.

Kyaw Kyaw Lin

Budalin Township to grow more than
5,000 acres of sunflower this year

Budalin June 28

The agricultural data
compiled by Budalin Town-
ship Agriculture Department
stated that local authorities
have earmarked cultivation
of more than 5,000 acres of
sunflower as monsoon sea-
son crop in Budalin Town-
ship of Sagaing Region this
year.

They set a plan to grow
5,710 acres of sunflower in
Budalin Township in 2026-
27 monsoon cultivation sea-

son. At present, local farmers
are in work of ploughing the
croplands to grow sunflower.

U Phyo Wai, Head of
the Township Agriculture
Department, said: “Authori-
ties earmarked cultivation
of more than 5,000 acres
of sunflower. We will con-
tribute to meeting the target
cultivation. Sown acreage of
sunflower will be expanded
to reduce import volume of
palm oil from abroad. The
oil production of sunflower

is larger than groundnut and
sesame. Local farmers prefer
to grow sunflower in cold
season.”

To promote the expan-
sion of sunflower cultivation
in Budalin Township, the
Township Department of
Agriculture is intensifying
awareness and technical
training programs. It is re-
ported that training courses
aimed at enhancing the ca-
pacity and performance of
both agricultural staff and

farmers who will cultivate
sunflowers will be acceler-
ated.

For this year's sunflower
cultivation program in Bu-
dalin Township, plans have
been made to provide seeds
to sunflower growers and
to sell urea fertilizer at af-
fordable prices. It is also re-
ported that sunflower seeds
produced from the harvest
will be distributed through
a farmer-to-farmer seed ex-

change system. 206

ChaungU

Township

decides to grow
more than 20,000
acres of pigeon pea
this year

ChaungU June 28

ChaungU Township
Agriculture Department of
Sagaing Region stated that
local farmers will plant more
than 20,000 acres of pigeon
pea as monsoon crops in the
township this year.

During the 2026-2027
monsoon cropping season,
ChaungU Township has
targeted the cultivation of
20,300 acres of pigeon pea,
and planting will be carried
out from June through Sep-
tember this year, according
to reports.

“This year, during the
monsoon cropping season,
ChaungU Township has tar-
geted the cultivation of more
than 20,000 acres of pigeon
pea. Efforts will be made
to ensure that the targeted
acreage is fully achieved.
Measures are also being
undertaken to achieve good
yields in pigeon pea culti-
vation. Farmers cultivate
pigeon pea both as a sole

crop and as an intercropped
crop,” said U Tint Swe, head
of the ChaungU Township
Agriculture Department.

This year, the Township
Agriculture Department in
ChaungU Township will
provide field-based educa-
tion and technical assistance
to pigeon pea farmers on the
selection and cultivation of
quality seed varieties, cor-
rect cultivation methods,
pest prevention, and improv-
ing crop yields.

The Township Agricul-
ture Department in ChaungU
Township is also distributing
technologies that combine
the use of urea and borax in
order to reduce the cost of
purchasing foliar fertilizers
for pigeon pea farmers. It is
reported that the combined
use of urea and borax helps
reduce cultivation costs,
keeps plants free from pests,
and promotes better crop
growth.

206
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