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President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar U Min Aung Hlaing
inspects ongoing undertakings for tourism development, greening and

urban development in PyinOoLwin

President U Min

NAY PYI TAW May 17 party walked over the 5D LED

President of the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar U
Min Aung Hlaing, accompanied
by Daw Kyu Kyu Hla, wife of
the President, members of the
entourage, Mandalay Region
Chief Minister U Myo Aung, the
Central Command commander;
and officials, inspected ongoing
undertakings for tourism de-
velopment, greening and urban
development in PyinOoLwin
this morning,.

glass bridge, observed the ele-
phant show and Dinosaur King-
dom by buggies, and rode the
Sky Cable Car. The President
looked into the requirements in
connection with a 5D Cinema
project at the resort and looked
around the resort by buggies.

During the inspection, the
President looked into the requi-
rements presented by officials,
saying that the resort must
always be kept clean, pleasant

Pwegauk Falls resort and lush. He then spoke of the
(B.E Falls) need to systematically grow
Onarrivalatthe PwegaukFalls  plants and flowers, to always
resort (B.E Falls), the President maintain walkways and bridges,
and wife were welcomed by tokeep the creek clean and its

officials.
The President and wife and

banks pleasant, to ensure safety
and provide proper services. He

also looked into other require-
ments.

The resort was upgraded and
opened in 2021 in accord with
the guidance of the Head of
State to turnit into a place where
ecosystem can be studied by
preserving the natural forests,
boulders and water quality of
the creek and an international
level resort, and to support the
socio-economic development
of the local people. The resort
was upgraded with the aim of
turning it into a public relaxation
place.Itnowhas a5D LED glass
bridge, 554-meter-long Sky Ca-
ble Car, Roller Coaster, Bumper

Rh

(Nyandaw: Market).
RGOS T e

Car; Tea Cups, Marry-Go-Round,
Dinosaur Kingdom, jungle pa-
thways, recreation centres, and
playgrounds. It has become one
of the landmarks of PyinOo-
Lwin which is crowded with
local and foreign vacationers
and a place people can enjoy
the beautiful natural sceneries.
Thumingala Market and

National Kandawgyi Gardens
At the Thumingala Market
(Nyandaw Market), the Presi-
dent and wife and party looked
around the shops, asked for
information about the market
situation and sales and gave
See Page - 19»»
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encouragement to shopkeepers.
The President gave necessary
directives to officials.

They then went to National
Kandawgyi Gardens, observed
the preservation activities to
keep the gardens green and
clean, systematic raising and
showcasing of wild birds and
animals and fed fish and geese
in the gardens.

At the briefing hall of the
gardens, the President heard
areport on salient points of the
gardens, progress in implemen-
ting the guidance given by the
Head of State during his inspe-
ction, water resources conser-
vation, constant activities of
garden staffto make the gardens
clean and pleasant, holding
annual flower festivals, and
organizing of mass public acti-
vities occasionally, presented
by officials there.

Concerning the reports, the
President said that as the Natio-
nal Kandawgyi Park is a land-
mark in PyinOoLwin, itis always
necessary to preserve its bea-

uty with its teeming water and
flowering plants. To create plea-
sant sights in the park, it is
necessary to clear the lower
parts of plants and lighten
them and measures must be
taken to create pleasant sights
naturally. As PyinOoLwin boasts
various kinds of flowers that
bloom and are fragrant in all 12
seasons, efforts must be made
to allow plants to always bloom
to make visitors feel pleasant
whenever they visit the park.
Flowers tend to make people
fresh and everyone likes them.
It is necessary to give peace of
mind to visitors to the town with
the beauty of flowers, water
surface of the lake, cool and
fresh water and air. Therefore,
responsible officials are requi-
red to make concerted efforts
to help keep the park green
and proper flow of water in its
lakes.

Then, the President gave
instructions on production of
seeds and conducting research
to improve the colour and fra-
grance of May Myo and Gan-

dama flowers, which are native
species of PyinOoLwin, grow-
ing flowers in green houses
by developing a master plan to
make the park teeming with
flowers, reconstruction of the
jungle trail, establishing bam-
boo plantations and building
footpaths between bamboo
plants for greening the environ-
ment, creating favourable cli-
mate and attracting visitors,
increased cultivation of cherry
trees and other needs.
Afterward, the President pre-
sented cash donations for Ch-
erry Yeik Foundation. Before
presenting cash donations, the
President said the foundation
is led by senior officers who
graduated from the DSA and
former teachers, who are sec-
ond parents who share status
as one's own and trained and
nurtured graduating officers
like us to be honest persons
and good leaders. During the
training courses, trainees were
supervised hierarchically thro-
ugh the Guardian system like
one's own brothers under the

Tatmadaw & Local News |19

care of real parents. Not only
guardians but also teachers
provided admonitions and care.
In conclusion, the President said
they would always be grateful to
all teachers, who taught them
to exercise self-restraint and
to be good leaders.
Afterward, President U
Min Aung Hlaing (Senior Gene-
ral-Retired) and well-wishers
presented cash donations for
the foundation to responsible
officials, who returned comme-
morative gifts to donors.
Anisakan Airport
Then, the President and party
arrived at the Anisakan Airport
and inspected the upgrades
of the airport before hearing
reports on salient points of the
airport, implementation of in-
structions of the Head of State
when he visited the airport,
upgrading works of the airport,
systematic measures taken
by quality control teams in up-
grading the airport to meet its
standards, completion of new
airport buildings, construction
of a new parking facility, up-

grades of entrance road and
environs of the airport, comple-
tion of a new air traffic control
tower submitted by an officer
from a local military engineer-
ing corp.

After hearing the reports, the
President said the purpose of
the upgrade of the airport is
for domestic flights while contri-
buting to tourism development,
rapid transport of flowers and
fruits produced in PyinOoLwin
to other regions and regional
development. Under the cur-
rent upgrading plan, measures
are being taken to serve about
1,000 passengers every day and
chairs and lounges for the public
must be arranged properly.
In upgrading the runway, it is
necessary to make systematic
efforts to meet its standards.
Safety for takes-off, landing and
departures must be ensured.
In conclusion, the President
gave instructions on planting
trees for greening the envi-
rons of the airport and other
needs.

100

Equipment used in online gambling and fraud, along with suspects
involved, arrested in Swamsaw Ward, Muse Town, Northern Shan State

NAY PYI TAW May 17

The Government of Myanmar
is actively addressing the fight
against online fraud and online
gambling, which pose a global
threat, as a national duty. To
ensure these activities cannot
take root in Myanmar, autho-
rities are working vigorously
in coordination with domestic
forces as well as neighbouring
governments.

As part of these efforts, joint
security teams conducted clea-
rance and investigation opera-
tions to prevent those engaged
in online fraud and gambling
from operating or residing in
relevant areas. Today, at around
4:15 PM, authorities raided a
house in Swamsaw Ward, Muse

Town, Northern Shan State. They
arrested a total of 38 individuals
—4 Chinese nationals (male) and
25 Myanmar nationals(male)
and 9 Myanmarnationals (female)
— involved in online fraud and
gambling. Seized items included
155 mobile phones of various
types, 30 all-in-one computers,
10,000 Chinese yuan, 1,000,000
Myanmar kyat, and two Crown
brand vehicles.

Later; around 5:00 PM, during
continued clearance and inves-
tigation operations in the same
ward, security forces arrested
an additional 4 Myanmar male
nationals from another house.
Seized items included 95 mobile
phones of various types, one
laptop, and two Wi-Fi devices.

Those who committed online fraud and gambling in Swamsaw Ward, Muse Town, Northern Shan State.

Four Chinese nationals (male).

After necessary investiga-
tions are completed, all arrested
individuals will face effective
and severe legal action under
existing laws. Confiscated equip-
ment will be handled in accor-
dance with established proce-
dures.

The State continues to work
actively with neighbouring co-
untries, regional nations, and
international organizations to
eradicate online fraud and gam-
bling and prevent such activities
from establishing a foothold in
Myanmar. 100
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UK’s Starmer
could quit as
Prime Minister -
Daily Mail

LONDON May 17

UK Prime Minister Keir Star-
mer is considering resigning
amid a deepening political crisis
in the ruling Labour Party, acc-
ording to Daily Mail journalist
Dan Hodges.

Starmer became Prime Mini-
ster after leading Labour to a
landslide victoryin the 2024 gene-
ral election. Less than two years
later, however, his government
is facing falling approval ratings,
internal divisions, and growing
pressure following the party’s
poor performance in recent local
elections.

In a column published on Sat-
urday, Hodges cited an unnamed
cabinet minister as saying that
Starmer “understands the polit-
ical reality” and is considering
arranging his departure on his
own terms.

“Herealizes the current chaos
is unsustainable. He simply
wants to be able to do it in a
dignified way and in a manner
of his own choosing. He will set
out a timetable,” the source said.

The newspaper said it remai-
ned unclear when such an ann-
ouncement could come, with
some of Starmer’s allies urging
him to wait until after the up-
coming Makerfield by-election,
where former Manchester Ma-
yor Andy Burnham is expected
to seek a return to Parliament
ahead of a possible Labour lea-
dership bid.

Pressure on Starmer inten-
sified after four junior ministers
resigned on Monday. According
tothe BBC, more than 80 Labour
MPs have privately or publicly
urged the prime minister to step
down, although more than 100
backbenchers and junior mini-
sters later signed a statement
arguing that it was “no time for
a leadership contest.”

Starmer has remained defiant
in public and has indicated that
he has no intention of resigning.

The UK has experienced re-
peated political upheaval since
the 2016 Brexit referendum,
with four Tory prime ministers
serving over the following eight
years before Starmer took office.
Theresa May, Boris Johnson,
and Liz Truss all resigned after
internal party revolts.

RT
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US cancels troop deployment to Poland amid tensions with allies

WASHINGTON May 17

The Pentagon has canceled
plans to deploy 4,000 troops to
Poland amid growing tensions
between President Donald
Trump and US allies over policy
toward Iran.

The Associated Press repor-
ted on Friday that some soldiers
from the 2* Armored Brigade
Combat Team, 1t Cavalry Divi-
sion —along with Abrams tanks
and Bradley fighting vehicles —
had already arrived in Poland
orwere en route when the Pen-
tagon informed them that the

deployment had been canceled.
General Christopher LaNeve,
the acting Army chief of staff,
told Congress that the head of
US European Command “recei-
ved instructions on the force
reduction.” Headded that “it made
the most sense for that brigade
not to deploy to the theater.”
Polish Prime Minister Donald
Tusk appeared to downplay the
move, saying he had “received
assurances ... that these decisions
arelogistical in nature.” Defence
Minister Wladyslaw Kosiniak-
Kamysz said the pullback was

linked to a “previously announced
change in the presence of some
US Armed Forces in Europe.”
More than 10,000 US military
personnel are stationed in
Poland on a rotational basis.
Although Trump has frequen-
tly accused NATO members
of failing to spend enough on
defence, US Defence Secretary
Pete Hegseth recently descri-
bed Poland as a “model ally”
afterit spent about 4.7 percent of
GDP on defence lastyear—more
than other NATO members.
Earlier in May, the Pentagon

announced the withdrawal of
5,000 troops from the roughly
38,000 US service members sta-
tioned in Germany. German
Chancellor Friedrich Merz has
been among the European lea-
ders critical of US and Israeli po-
licy toward Iran. Trump, in turn,
urged the chancellor to focus
on “fixing his broken country.”

Trump has also suggested
he could withdraw troops from
Spain and Italy after the two
countries reportedly denied
the use of bases and airfields
for strikes related to Iran. RT

Train driver tested positive for drugs in Bangkok traln-bus

collision case

BANGKOK May 17

The train driverin the Bangkok
train-bus collision case was
tested positive for drugs, Thai
media reported on Sunday.

On Saturday afternoon, a train
traveling from Chachoengsao
Province to Bang Sue in Bangkok
collided with a bus at a railway
crossingin the center of Bangkok,
triggering a fire accompanied
by popping sounds. Several

other cars and motorcycles
were also involved. The accident
has caused eight deaths and 32
injuries. All the deceased were
people on the bus.

More detailed urine test re-
sults of the train driver and the
railway crossing signalman will
be officially announced on Mon-
day, and the relevant personnel
will be charged, Thai police said.

Xinhua

Indonesia’s Dukono volcano erupts, spewing ash 5,000 meters

above peak

JAKARTA May 17

Dukono volcano in Indonesia's
North Maluku Province erup-
ted on Sunday, spewing gray
ash up to 5,000 meters above
its peak, the country's Center
for Volcanology and Geological
Hazard Mitigation said.

The 1,087-meter volcano is
currently at the second-highest
alert level.

Authorities urged residents
and visitors to avoid activities
within a4-kmradius of the crater
and to prepare face masks to
reduce respiratory risks from
volcanic ash. Xinhua

UAE’s Sharjah launches logistics corridor to Oman ports

DUBAI May 17

The Sharjah Ports, Customs
and Free Zones Authority said
on Sunday that it has launched
alogistics corridor connecting
Sharjah, one of the seven emi-
rates of the United Arab Emi-
rates (UAE), with ports in Oman
through land border crossings.

The authority said the co-

rridor links the emirate with
Oman's Sohar Port, Dugm Port
and Salalah Port, with Sohar
serving as the primary gate-
way due to its proximity to the
UAE.

Live operations began on May
14 following completion of re-
quired technical and coordina-
tion steps, the authority said.

The first shipments moved from
Sharjah's Port Khalid to Sohar
Port via the Khatmat Malaha
border crossing in Sharjah's
Kalba.

According to the authority,
customs clearance is now han-
dled directly at Sharjah's border
crossings, with no extra tran-
sfers, helping cut processing

time and lowering land tran-
sport costs.

The authority said the project
would provide manufacturers
and trading companies with
more flexible access to regional
and global markets, reflecting
growing economic integration
between the UAE and Oman.

Xinhua
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Myanmar sweeps 10 gold, six silver and nine bronze medals at 20t Southeast
Asian (SEA) Bodybuilding and Physique Sports Championships

YANGON May 17

The 20* Southeast Asian
Bodybuilding and Physique
Sports Championships took
place in conjunction with the
awarding ceremony at the
Myanmar Convention Centre-
MCC in Yangon this morning,
attended by Deputy Minister for
Sports U Nyi Nyi, the president
of World Bodybuilding and Phy-
sique Sports Federation, the
president of SEA Bodybuilding
and Physique Sports Federa-
tion, the regional minister for
social affairs, officials, admini-
strators, coaches and athletes
from eight contending countries.

Athletes from contending co-
untries participated in 12 events
today. Maung Maung Myint
from Myanmar stood first in the
Men’s Bodybuilding 75kg event,
the athlete from Vietnam, the
second, Steven Soe Tun from
Myanmar, third. In the Men’s
Bodybuilding 80 kg event, Chan
Myae Tun from Myanmar clai-
med first and athletes from the
Philippines and Vietnam second
and third. In the Men’s Bodybuild-
ing over 80kg event, Vietnamese
athletes won first and second
prizes while Myanmar’s Aung
Khaing Win secured the third.

Inthe Men’s Athletic Physique
Up to 160 cm event, Hein Htet
Zaw of Myanmar bagged the
first prize, the Vietnamese ath-

Photo show the Myanmar team that wins the “Mr. Southeast Asia” Overall Championship award.

lete second and Ye Htet Naing
of Myanmar, third. Moreover,
Wai Lin Kyaw from Myanmar
clinched the first in the Men’s
Athletic Physique Up to 167cm
event together with first runner-
up Malaysian and second winner-
up Vietnamese. In the Men’s
Athletic Physique Over 167 cm
event, the Thai athlete won the
first prize and Malaysian athletes
second and third. In the Women’s
Ahtletic Physique up to 160 cm
event, the Vietnamese athlete
stood first, Moe Thet Khaing
of Myanmar, second and the

Vietnamese athlete third. Viet-
namese athletes secured first
and second prizes in the Women’s
Athletic Physique Over 160 cm
event together with the third-
prize winner Malaysian athlete.

In the Women’s Model Phy-
sique up to 160 cm event, Mie
Mie Kyaw Naing of Myanmar
lift up the first prize with second
prize winning Vietnamese and
third prize winning Thai athlete.
Inthe Women’s Model Physique
up to 165 cm event, Thailand
stood first, Vietnam second and
Htoo Myat Wai of Myanmar third.

In the Women’s Model Physique
Over 165 cm event, Vietnamese
and Thai athletes won first and
third prizes and Win Thawta
Aung of Myanmar, third.

In the Mixed Paits event,
Vietnam claimed first and se-
cond and Wai Lin Kyaw and Lei
Yi Tun of Myanmar, third. In
the Men’s Team Championship
event, Myanmar clinched the
championship award, followed
by Vietnam and Thailand. In the
Women’s Team Championship
event, Vietnam claimed first,
Myanmar second and Thailand

third. Chan Myae Tun of Myanmar
won the Overall Championship
Mr. Southeast Aaia 2026 award.
Following the conclusion of
the competitions, the award
ceremony was held. Individual
medals, certificates of honor,
and trophies were presented to
the winners by U Nyi Nyi, De-
puty Minister for the Ministry of
Sports; Datuk Paul Chua, Pre-
sident of the World Bodybuild-
ing and Physique Sports Fede-
ration; Mr. Phumvarin Chun-
hawongvarit, President of the
Southeast Asian Bodybuilding
and Physique Sports Federa-
tion; U Bo Htay, Regional Mini-
ster for Social Affairs of the
Yangon Region Government;
and officials from the Myanmar
Bodybuilding and Physique
Sports Federation, the World
Bodybuilding and Physique Sp-
orts Federation, and the South-
east Asian Bodybuilding and
Physique Sports Federation.
The 20% Southeast Asian
Bodybuilding and Physique
Sports Championship was held
from May 14 to 17, 2026. Follow-
ing the conclusion of today's
events, the Myanmar team
successfully won 10 gold medals,
6 silver medals, and 9 bronze
medals, totaling 25 medals, and
deservedly secured 1%t place in
the overall country rankings.

Myawady

Puffer fish trading high at domestic market in MaubinTownship

MAUBIN May 17

Trading of puffer fish is boom-
ing at the dometic market with
high demand in Maubin Town-
ship of Ayeyawady Region, said
Daw Khaing Khaing Lin, the
owner of fisheries trading in
Maubin Township.

Starting from the second week
of March this year up to the pre-

sent, buying demand has been
strong and trading has been
active in the fish market in
Maubin Township. It is repor-
ted that up to 5,000 viss of pu-
ffer fish are traded daily in the
market.

“Among aquatic products,
puffer fish are currently being
traded more frequently. Altho-

ugh they are among the higher-
priced fish varieties, trading
remains strong. This may be
due to the increasing number
of consumers. Besides local
demand, they are also being
traded in the Yangon market.
The main reason is that buyers
from Yangon are purchasing the
puffer fish shipped from this

area. Puffer fish are regularly
arriving at local wholesale cen-
ters, and the fish entering these
centers are also fresh. As ex-
ports increase, those involved
in the fisheries sector and re-
lated businesses are doing
well,” said Daw Khaing Khaing
Lin.

Seafood traders in Maubin

Township purchase puffer fish
and otherlocally produced aqu-
aticproducts, inspect and clean
them systematically, and then
distribute and ship them to the
areas where they are purchased.
The market price of puffer fish
currently ranges from Ks-18,000
to Ks-22,000 per viss.

SK

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants

and property of innocent people.

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives
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