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Acting President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar and SSPC
Chairman Senior General Min Aung Hlaing offers Sithu title and
insignia to Presiding Patron of Kengying Monastery longlife Sayadaw

of Kengtung

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing presents offertories to Presiding Patron of Kengying Monastery
of Kengtung longlife Sayadaw Aggamaha Saddhammajotikadhaja Bhaddanta Khemacara.

NAY PYI TAW January 19

Acting President of the Repu-
blic of the Union of Myanmar
and State Security and Peace
Commission Chairman Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing pre-
sented honorary titles to the
individuals who diligently serv-
ed interests of the State and
defence and security duties of
the State as well as monks and
laypersons for their outstand-
ing performances on 4 January
2026.

In his regard, a ceremony to
offer Sithu title to Presiding
Patron of Kengying Monastery
of Kengtung longlife Sayadaw
Aggamaha Saddhammajotika-
dhaja Bhaddanta Khemacara
was held at Dhammayon of
Kengying Monastery this morn-
ing, attended by the Senior
General.

The ceremony was also atten-
ded by members of the Sangha,
Commission Secretary General
Ye Win Oo, the entourages of
the Senior General, the Chief
Minister of Shan State, the com-
mander of Triangle Region Com-
mand, officials and residents.

The ceremony was opened
with three-time recitation of
Namo Tassa. The Senior Gene-
ral and party took the Five
Precepts from State Ovada-
cariya of Kengtung Tuya Mona-
stery Sayadaw Aggamaha Gan-
thavacaka Pandita.

Union Minister for Religious
Affairs and Culture U Tin Oo
Lwin read the paper to offer
the title to the Sayadaw.

The Senior General offered
Sithu title and insignia, offerings,
cash for nine prerequisites to
the Sayadaw who returned the

Dhamma gift to the Senior
General.

The Commission Secretary
and officials offered alms to
members of the Sangha.

After the ceremony, members
of the Sangha recited Metta
Sutta.

The title recipient Kengying
Sayadaw gave an Ovada Katha,
saying that looking back at
history from the Bagan period
through the Konbaung period, it
is neither seen nor heard that a
long-lived senior monk has been
conferred a State honour by
the government. Therefore, this
must be recorded as a unique
and significant event for both
myself and the government
that administers the country. At
present, he has reached the age
0f101, and he was deeply pleased
and honoured that the Acting

Lo

President of the Republic of the
Union of Myanmar, Chairman
of the State Security and Peace
Commission, Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing, personally
came to confer the “Sithu”
title and its insignia upon me.
I also extend my prayers and
loving-kindness, wishing the
Acting President and all the
people of the country good
health and prosperity, success
in carrying out their duties,
and the fulfillment of all their
wishes and aspirations.

The Senior General and atten-
deeslistened to the Anumodana
from Presiding Patron of Sasana
Weponla Pariyatti Buddhism
Learning Centre of Kengtung
Aggamaha Ganthavacaka Pan-
dita Aggamaha Saddhammajoti-
kadhaja Bhaddanta Vijaya and
shared merits gained.

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing presents cash donation for nine prerequisites to Presiding

Patron of Kengying Monastery of Kengtung longlife Sayadaw Aggamaha Saddhammajotikadhaja
Bhaddanta Khemacara.

The ceremony concluded with
three-time recitation Buddha
Sasanam Ciram Titthatu.

The title recipient Sayadaw
established Peinsan Buddhism
Learning Centre in Mongping,
Yanglao and Palyanlon Budd-
hism Learning Centres in
Yanglao Village-tract in Keng-
tung Township to perform per-
petuation of the Buddhism in the
state. The Sayadaw is the chief
of Gon Shan Sangha and leads
drawing the yearwise Samdittha
calendar in Gon Shan language
and renovation of Hnee Buddha
Image in Mongkhat as part of
serving the religious duties as
well as interests of the region.
As such, the Acting President
of the Republic of the Union of
Myanmar offered Sithu title to
the Sayadaw.
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

and property of innocent people.

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives
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Myanmar presented its first oral arguments in the case brought
by The Gambia against Myanmar at the International Court of

Myanmar continues submitting oral arguments

Justice in The Hague from 10 am to 6 pm local time today.
Lawyers of Myanmar Mr Sam-Bloom cooper submitted his

presentation concerning the allegations made by The Gambia,

which claimed that Tatmadaw, under the reason of counter-

terrorism operations, conducted similar pattern of conduct in
Min Gyi, Chut Pyin and Maung Nu villages in northern Rakhine
State with genocidal intent against Bengalis, and Mr Christopher
presented arguments against the pieces of evidences cited and
submitted by The Gambia. (The statements of two lawyers are

excerpted separately.)

-

Counsel for Myanmar; presented
his submissions to the ICJ in

The Hague, the Netherlands,
today.

Other than the FFM reports,
the documents relied on by
The Gambia as evidence of
the claimed events of 2016
and 2017 consist primarily of
witness statements, interview
records, reports and documents
of the United Nations and other
official bodies and NGOs, and
media articles.

Myanmar’s written plead-
ings individually address each
annexe cited as evidence in the
chapters of The Gambia’s plea-
dings relating to the claimed
events of 2016 and 2017.

Myanmar says that, as in the
case of the FFM reports, little
or no weight can be given to
any of the other material relied
on by The Gambia to prove the
core facts central to its claim
of genocide.

In all of this other material, as
in the FFM reports, the infor-

mation concerning alleged atro-
cities overwhelmingly has as its

Myawady
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ultimate source pedple living in
the camps in Bangladesh. The
witness statements are largely
from people in the camps in
Bangladesh. The reports of
the United Nations, official
bodies and NGOs, like the FFM
report, are largely based on
interviews of people in the camps
in Bangladesh. The witness
statements also predominantly
come from such persons.

In all of this material, those
providing the information are
almost entirely anonymous.
As I said on Friday, the FFM
interviewed hundreds of
witnesses, and almost all of
them are anonymous. In the
reports and documents of the
United Nations and other official
bodies and NGOs, the sources
of information about atrocities
are also largely anonymous.
With rare exception, even the
witness statements provided
by the IIMM are redacted to
conceal identities. That is truly
remarkable because the IMM is

meant to be producing evidence
for use in judicial proceedings,
and it is difficult to see what

use can be made in judicial
proceedings of anonymous wit-
ness statements. The witness
statements prepared by Legal
Action Worldwide were also
originally annexed to The Gam-
bia’s written pleadings in ano-
nymized form.

The Gambia filed new versions
of 15 of these witness statements
so that they now disclose the
identities of these 15 witnesses.
By doing this, The Gambia
appears to acknowledge that
anonymous statements lack
evidential weight. However,
the fact remains that many of
the Legal Action Worldwide
witness statements are still
anonymous.

Due to the presence and in-
fluence of ARSA in the camps
in Bangladesh, it is unlikely
that anyone living there would
give an account contradicting
the ARSA narrative. Some
living there will be members
or sympathisers of ARSA, while
others live in fear of ARSA. In
either case, either loyalty to
ARSA, or fear of ARSA, or a
combination of both, will make
it unlikely that accounts given
are true and objective. ARSA
has attacked and even killed
others in the camps who oppose
its views. At least two IIMM
witnesses, when asked about
those responsible for the ARSA
attacks in northern Rakhine
State, have stated openly that
they are not able to speak about
this because those concerned

are present in the camps in
Bangladesh.

The Gambia has claimed
that this pervasive anonymity
has been required because
witnesses are at risk from the
authorities in Myanmar, yet The
Gambia has in fact presented
no evidence to the Court to
establish such a claim, nor
has the Court ever made any
finding that any such objective
risk exists. Even the Head of the
IIMM does not state that any
such objective risk exists: rather,
he says that witnesses express
asubjective fear of such arisk.
In fact, there is a large amount
of evidence that witnesses in
the camps in Bangladesh are
atrisk from ARSA, but none at
all is presented of any actual
risk from the authorities of
Myanmar.

Having identified overarching
features of the material relied
on by The Gambia to establish
the core elements of its claim,
I now proceed to examine
particular types of materials in
turn. I begin with the reports
and other documents of United
Nations bodies, other official
bodies, and NGOs.

I have already mentioned
that the witnesses giving the
witness statements prepared
by Legal Action Worldwide are
all clients of that organization,
which is providing legal services
to them in what is said to be
their quest for “justice and
accountability”. The purpose

of preparing the Legal Action
Worldwide witness statements

is said by the executive director
of Legal Action Worldwide to be
“to gather witness testimony
evidencing the physical acts
of genocide”.

Legal Action Worldwide has
also received support from the
Government of Canada, which
provided investigators from
the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police to take some of the
witness statements prepared
by Legal Action Worldwide.
Canada has also stated that its
intervention in this case would
be to “support [the] efforts” of
The Gambia, which Canada says
has taken the “laudable step”
of bringing this case before
the Court. Canada, therefore,
overtly sides with The Gambia.
Myanmar’s written pleadings
highlight other issues with
the lack of neutrality of this
organization.

Myanmar also does not accept
the impartiality of Fortify Rights.
Mr Smith of Fortify Rights is
officially part of The Gambia’s
delegation at this hearing. The
evidence in the case includes
documents produced by Fortify
Rights, a witness statement by
Mr Smith, an article authored
by Mr Smith, and a witness
statement that was taken by
Mr Smith.

The position of Myanmar is
that any evidential weight that

might otherwise be given to
See Page - 23»»
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cooking oil each year places
the country at a disadvantage.
Since oilseed crops can be suc-
cessfully grown and processed
within the country, greater effort
is needed to produce enough to
satisfy domestic consumption.

Shan State (East) has a popu-
lation of about one million and
must ensure food security for the
region. When local production
cannot keep pace with demand,
prices inevitablyrise. Therefore,
departmental officials must
continually assess how to im-
prove the socio-economic con-
ditions of the communities they
serve. They should be civil ser-
vants who deliver real benefits
to the region. This includes wor-
king to increase the production
oflocal agricultural and livestock
products so that residents can
access food at reasonable and
affordable prices.

To develop highly educated
and skilled human resources

To achieve this goal, it is ess-

ential to develop well-educated
human resources. However,
school grade-transition rates
in Shan State (East) have been
declining, It is therefore crucial
to improve both school enroll-
ment and grade-transition rates.
Only when students progress
through their grades can they
acquire the skills they need—
and without skills, economic
development becomes difficult.
As agriculture and livestock
remain key sectors of our coun-
try’s economy, the State is
prioritizing the development
of experts and specialists in
these fields. At the same time,
numerous drug-production
sites have been uncovered in
the Mongyai and Hsipaw areas,
showing that some are resor-
ting to unethical activities for
profit. These actions not only
harm society but also under-
mine the moral fabric of huma-
nity, and they often thrive in
environments where education
is lacking. Educational gaps

are also worsened by language
barriers in ethnic regions. To
address this, teacher training
and capacity-building programs
have been systematically im-
plemented based on the needs
reported by local leaders. The
State is working to provide edu-
cation personnel at every level
as much as possible, taking the
first steps toward achieving full
national coverage.

In addition to the State’s guide-
lines for economic development,
itis necessary to expand agri-
cultural production and promote
other industries that are suit-
able for the region. Shan State
(East) has strong potential for
developing the rubber, coffee,
tea, and roof-tile industries. If
rubber cultivation is carried out
successfully and rubber-based
products are produced to meet
local and domestic demand, it
will significantly contribute to
regional development. Coffee
and tea cultivation can also be
expanded effectively. Further-

more, high-quality roof tiles
already being produced in the
region can be developed further
through cooperation with the
Ministry of Industry and the
Ministry of Cooperatives and Ru-
ral Development. As agricultu-
ral and livestock production
improves, industries based on
these sectors will naturally grow.
This expansion will create more
job opportunities and greatly
enhance the socio-economic
conditions of the region. Since
this affects the entire Shan State,
it is important to encourage
everyone to voice their views.
Production should not be carri-
ed out individually but through
cooperative systems where
people work together. When
communities join forces with
a shared vision and common
goals, the State will also provide
the necessary investment to
support their efforts.

In summary, our government
will continue to carry out the
political commitments we have
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made. Regardless of which go-
vernment leads, the advance-
ment of education must re-
main a priority nationwide.
Shan State (East) also needs
to persist in strengthening its
education sector. For the region
to develop, everyone living and
working there must cooperate
and contribute. When each
region progresses, the entire
country moves forward as well.

The Senior General then
warmly greeted the departmen-
tal officials, town elders, and
local residents attending the
meeting.

Afterwards, the Senior Gene-
ral and accompanying officials
visited each exhibition showca-
sing products produced by micro,
small, and medium enterprises
(MSMEs) in Shan State (East).
They observed the displays
with interest and provided
necessary guidance based on
the presentations given by the
respective officials.
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station. At the school hall, the
commandant briefed on the
unit’s history, objectives, and
performance. The briefing in-
cluded details on the conduct
of tiered training for personnel,
the status of ongoing People’s
Military Service training cour-
ses, and the capacity of existing
training grounds. Furthermore,
the commandant reported on
the provision of balanced, nutri-
tious meals for trainees, welfare
programs, and the progress of
school-scale agriculture and

livestock operations.
Regarding the briefings, the
Senior General stated that the
mandate of Advanced Military
Training Schools is to enhance
the capabilities of individual
units and personnel. He empha-
sized that training standards
must not be compromised and
required systematic supervi-
sion. Only through rigorous
training can combat profici-
ency and bravery be improved
to achieve successful results on
the actual battlefield. He stated
that training at the school must

be conducted by creating simu-
lated battlefield environments.
As the proverb “A good start
ensures a successful end” su-
ggests, only the systematic
training and production from
these schools will yield excell-
ent soldiers. Soldiers produced
must be physically and men-
tally fit and strong, serving as
reliable assets for the State and
Tatmadaw. Since the national
defence sector is highly exten-
sive, training duties must be
carried out with great serious-
ness.

Astoday is the age of techno-
logy, research must be condu-
cted to adapt military tactics
based on daily advancements
in military hardware. Conven-
tional tactics must be moder-
nized, and special tactics must
be applied in line with the
contemporary era. Instructors
must serve as role models
and maintain mastery of their
respective subjects. Arrange-
ments must be made to ensure
the smooth accommodation
and sustenance of trainees,
and supervision is required to

ensure they receive all entitled
rights. Other necessary in-
structions were also provi-
ded.

Subsequently, the Senior
General and members inspe-
cted the trainee mess hall of
the training school and provi-
ded necessary instructions
based on reports from offici-
als.

Afterwards, the Senior Ge-
neral and members conducted
a motorcade inspection of the
training school grounds.
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ARSA members from Maung
Nu had cut the informant’s
throat, placed him in a sack,
and then thrown him down a
hill.

As far as fatalities in and

around the area of Maung
Nu is concerned, Myanmar’s
contemporaneous reports re-
cord that 15 terrorists died
during clashes with the Myan-
mar Defence Services. This
was out of a population of

approximately 4,600. It is not
disputed that Rules of En-
gagement, accepted as being
consistent with international
standards, were distributed
to security services person-
nel prior to engagement with

ARSA and its mobilized suppor-
ters.

Events in Min Gyi, Chut Pyin
and Maung Nu were not typical
of events during the counter-
terrorism operations elsewhere
in northern Rakhine State,

and, as Ms Lawrie will demon-
strate this afternoon, there
was no consistent “pattern of
conduct” throughout northern
Rakhine State mirroring what
occurred in these three main
locations.

More than 13,000 acres of winter sesame planted in Kyaukmyaung Sub-Township

KYAUKMYAUNG January 19

Agricultural data of the
Kyaukmyaung Sub-Township
Agriculture Department stated
that local farmres have planted
more than 13,000 acres of winter
sesame in the sub-township of
Sagaing Region.

For the 2025-2026 winter crop
season, Kyaukmyaung Sub-
Township planned to cultivate

13,125 acres of winter sesame,
and planting began in October
last year. It is reported that all
planned acres have now been
fully sown.

Daw Khin Win, Head of the
Kyaukmyaung Sub-Township
Agriculture Department, said:
“We planned to grow more than
13,000 acres of winter sesame
in Kyaukmyaung Sub-Town-

ship. As of today, we have
already completed planting
on 100 percent of the planned
acreage. Sesame cultivation
has been increasing year by
year. Farmers mainly grow
sesame in the winter season
rather than the monsoon sea-
son. As an oilseed crop, it is per-
forming well.”

The Sub-Township Agricul-

ture Department has been
providing technical guidance
to monsoon sesame farmers,
including methods for expand-
ing sesame cultivation, recom-
mended cultivation practices,
GAP (Good Agricultural Pra-
ctices) methods, and the use
of quality and high-yield seed
varieties.

Crops grown under the GAP

system achieve better quality,
higher market prices, and
access to both domestic and
foreign markets, compared to
those grown using other met-
hods. As aresult, farmers adopt-
ing GAP practices are expected
to increase their income and
improve their socio-economic
conditions, according to the de-
partment. SMK
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Acting President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, Chairman
of the State Security and Peace Commission Senior General

Min Aung Hlaing meets with departmental of;

icials and town elders

in Kengtung and d1scusses reglonal development matters

NAY PYI TAW January 19

Acting President of the Re-
public of the Union of Myanmar;
Chairman of the State Security
and Peace Commission Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing met
with departmental officials and
town elders in Kengtung, Shan
State (East), at the City Hall this
morning and discussed regional
development matters.

The meeting was attended by
Commission Secretary Gene-
ral Ye Win Oo, Union Minist-
ers, Shan State Chief Minister
U Aung Aung, senior military
officers from the Office of the
Commander-in-Chief, Triangle
Region Command Commander,
Deputy Ministers, state and
district-level departmental
officials in Kengtung, town
elders, ethnic literature and
culture groups, and local ethnic
people.

Relevant information and
development needs of the
region discussed

First, the Shan State Chief
Minister explained the regional
information of Shan State (East),
ongoing agriculture and live-
stock tasks and regional food
sufficiency, efforts to achieve
target yields per acre in crop
cultivation, cultivation and pro-
duction of oil crops and efforts
to expand cultivation and pro-
duction, providing knowledge
to farmers and supplying seeds
and fertilizers, development in
cultivation and production of co-
ffee, tea, and rubber, implemen-
tation of intercropping, availabi-
lity of upland farmlands, ongoing
livestock tasks and production
and distribution of livestock feed
made from local agricultural raw
materials, providing loans from
the State Economic Development
Fund, efforts to develop MSMESs,
strict measures to preventillegal
trade, annual improvement of re-
gional transportation under the
financial year plan, distribution
of electricity from hydroelectric
power plants, reopening of
schools temporarily closed for
various reasons and efforts to
enable students to continue
their education and develop the
education sector, development
of health and sports sectors,
successful holding of Parts

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing observes MSME products.

(1) and (2) of the election and
preparations for Part (3) of the
election.

Then, town elders presented
their requests for upgrading
the Kengtung-Tachilek and
Kengtung-Taunggyi roads to
Union highways, the flower fes-
tival held in Lwemway resort
town, and the planting of about
14,000 cherry trees in accorda-
nce with the guidance of the Act-
ing President. They also expre-
ssed their gratitude for the
Acting President's continuous
visits and guidance for the deve-
lopment of Shan State (East),
which has led to significant pro-
gress in the region, and the local
people's joy and appreciation.
They further requested assist-
ance for reducing floods in
Namtlap Creek in Kengtung,
improving the roads in Wards
(3) and (4), solving annual
floods in Tachilek, fulfilling
the need for teachers in the
education sector in Shan
State (East), and other regional
needs.

Union Ministers and Deputy
Ministers gave clarifications
and held discussions

Then, Union Ministers and
Deputy Ministers explained
about the requests for upgrad-
ing the Kengtung-Taunggyi
and Kengtung-Tachilek roads,
stating that some sections
were damaged by natural disa-
sters and repair works are

underway, road upgrading
works are being carried out
annually, roads in Shan State
are being upgraded according
to traffic volume, regarding the
need for teachers, the State is
training teachers and assigning
them to regions and states,
assisting in the development
of agriculture and livestock,
providing State capital loans
for the development of MSME
production businesses, expor-
ting locally produced MSME
products to foreign countries,
organizing MSME product
exhibitions and sales fairs at
Union, region, and state levels,
conducting training courses to
ensure quality MSME produc-
tion, focusing on producing qua-
lity human resources skilled
in agriculture, livestock, and
industrial basics, and establish-
ing Polytechnic Universities.
The Shan State Chief Mini-
ster also clarified and discussed
the submissions of the town
elders.

Carrying out State responsi-
bilities in accordance with the
Constitution and working to
ensure a strong multi-party

democratic path

Then, the Senior General,
in his discussion, expressed
gratitude to all ethnic people for
successfully holding Parts (1)
and (2) of the 2025 multi-party
democracy general election in
Shan State (East). He stated

that they have ensured the
ability to vote freely, that they
are performing State duties in
accordance with the law due to
the electoral fraud situation in
the 2020 multi-party democracy
general election, and that it is
imperative to ensure a strong
multi-party democratic path.
Therefore, preparatory works
have been carried out to ensure
the current election is free
and fair.

In democracy, electoral fraud
is a very vile and ugly matter
and would remain a stain on
the nation. At that time, they
repeatedly urged the responsi-
ble government to resolve the
massive discrepancies in voter
lists, but as no resolution was
provided and attempts were
made to forcibly seize State po-
wer by convening the Hluttaw; the
State of Emergency was decla-
red, leading to the current situa-
tion. Therefore, it was decided
that the current election must
be a free, fair, and dignified
election, and implementation
has been carried out accor-
dingly.

A government is responsible
for ensuring national stability,
peace, and development. When
they assumed State responsibi-
lities, the COVID-19 pandemic
was occurring, and they faced
many difficulties and crises due
to some civil servants, including
health and education staff, leav-

ing their posts. Moreover, they
faced political problems not
resolved politically, unrest and
violence arising from political
differences, and armed vio-
lence. They also faced natural
disasters such as floods, storms,
and earthquakes. Amid such
numerous difficulties and
crises, they have been able
to endure and overcome them
with the cooperation of loyal
civil servants and the pub-
lic who desire stability and
peace.

Promoting domestic
production businesses based
on agriculture and livestock

During their administration,
some countries and organiza-
tions imposed economic sanc-
tions on the nation. The State's
economy had trade deficits since
before their administration,
during the previous governm-
ent. They focused on promoting
the key economic sectors of
domestic agriculture and live-
stock and improving production
businesses. Despite sanctions,
there has been reasonable pro-
gress. Moreover, due to striving
efforts for national economic
development, the trade deficit,
previously negative, has return-
ed to a positive.

We can see that our country’s
GDP remains lower than that
of other nations in the region,
highlighting the need for serious
effort. Expanding domestic
agricultural and livestock pro-
duction is essential, as this will
contribute to increasing the
national GDP. The government
is also committed to repaying
the foreign loans accumulated
during its term. Without suffi-
cient production, the country’s
future becomes uncertain. For
this reason, we are encouraging
the growth of agricultural and
livestock-based manufacturing
industries. Meaningful economic
growth requires consistent hard
work. If we can meet domestic
demand for food, beverages, and
other consumer goods through
local production, the need for for-
eign exchange will significantly
decrease, strengthening the na-
tional economy in the process.
Additionally, relying on imported

See Page -20 00
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Chairman of State Security and Peace Commission Commander-in-
Chief of Defence Services Senior General Min Aung Hlaing inspects
security measures in Triangle Region Command, delivers address to

o

NAY PYI TAW January 19

Chairman of the State Security
and Peace Commission Comman-
der-in-Chief of Defence Services
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing,
accompanied by senior military
officers from the Office of the
Commander-in-Chief, inspected
security measures in Triangle
Region Command and delivered
an address to officers, other
ranks and families in the station
this morning,

First, the Senior General and
party arrived at the headquart-
ers of the command and Com-
mander Maj-Gen Soe Hlaing
reported to the Senior General
on border security measures,
cooperation with neighbouring
countries, combat against online
scams and gambling in the area
of the command, seizures of and
combat against narcotic drugs,
regional stability and security
measures, plans to reopen
schools that have been closed
for various reasons, successful
holding of the phase-1 and
phase-2 of elections, preparat-
ions for the phase-3, arrests of
illegal foreigners, actions taken
against illegal trade, general
staff, adjutant and quartermas-
ter affairs, healthcare services
forlocal residents, manageable
level agriculture and livestock
breeding tasks owned by the
defence services and distribution
of agricultural and livestock
products to families of battalions
and local residents at cheap
prices at the meeting hall of
the command.

After hearing the reports, the
Senior General gave instructions
on placing emphasis on preven-
tion of online scams and gambl-
ing and drug production in the
area of the command, making
concerted efforts for reopening
of all schools, taking systematic
measures for regional stability
and security, carrying out suc-
cessful agriculture and live-
stock breeding task owned by
the defence services for the
well-being of personnel and
families and other needs.

Then, the Senior General met
with and delivered an address
to officers, other ranks and
families of the station at Pyi
Nyein Aye hall of the command

headquarters in the afternoon.

Present at the meeting were
Secretary of the commission
General Ye Win Oo, Comman-
der-in-Chief (Navy) Admiral
Htein Win, Commander-in-
Chief (Air) General Tun Aung,
senior military officers from
the Office of the Commander-
in-Chief, officers, other ranks
and families from Kengtung
station.

In his speech, the Senior Ge-
neral said it was found that
phase-1 and phase-2 of the 2025
multi-party democracy general
election were successfully in
the area under Triangle Region
Command and concerted eff-
orts must be made for success-
fully holding the phase-3 of the
election that will be held soon.
The Tatmadaw is responsible
for national security and defence
duties regardless of changing
political governments and history
has proved that the Tatmadaw
has been addressing internal
armed conflicts since regaining
independence. Although it is the
responsibility of the Myanmar
Police Force to handle internal
armed conflicts, the Tatmadaw
has to take the responsibility
due to necessities. Measures
are being taken to enhance the
capabilities of the MPF. The
Tatmadaw has been performing
national defence duties. To do
S0, it must possess capabilities
and abilities. It must be a stand-
ard armed force with full combat
capabilities. To be a standard
armed force, it must be well trai-
ned. Each individual personnel
must have combat capabilities,
be brave and possess sKkills
for military strategies and
ammunition and weaponry.

The benefits of each person-
nel have been fulfilled deserve-
dly. Personnel who are serving
duties in Tatmadaw have done
so out of their own volition. I
appreciate all personnel who
joined the armed forces to
defend the country. The needs
of food, clothing and shelter
for all personnel are being
fulfilled. It is the recognition
of the spirit of personnel who
joined the armed forces out of
their own volition to perform
national defence duties.

ficers, other ranks and families

in Kengtung.

All Tatmadaw personnel are
required to be healthy and fit in
accordance with their ages. In
addition to males, females are
also serving in the Tatmadaw
to perform national defence
duties. Personnel are required
to possess combat readiness
and physical fitness and to
nurture courage. To cultivate
bravery, personnel are required
to consistently train themselves
for military prowess and play
competitive sports that can
inspire courage. It is necessary
to fully apply military prowess
learnt in battlefields.

The Tatmadaw has been
consistently encouraging to
raise the sports standards of
personnel. By playing sports,
personnel will be physically and
mentally strong. It is necessary
to strengthen the national defe-
nce spirit based on the sports
spirit. Physical exercises that
can be practiced individually
must be consistently done so.
It is necessary to take part
in sports because decreased
fitness will affect health.

Skills will make a man a cle-
ver one and wisdom will make
aman wise one. Skilled techni-
cians in respective disciplines
are clever ones. Can skills be
attained only when one has a
formal education. Therefore, it
is necessary to take measures
toraise the education standards
of one's children. As there are
universities and colleges in Ken-
gtung, there are many opportu-
nities to raise education stand-
ards. It is necessary to exert
efforts to enable one's children
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Senior General Min Aung Hlaing delivers an address to officers, other ranks and families of Triangle Region Command

to complete their education and
to lead their own lives. High
education standards of local
people are vital for regional
development. Brighter future
for the country requires many
skilled and clever individuals
and efforts must be made to
include one's children among
such people.

Completion of education pro-
duces disciplined youth capa-
ble of self-control. Parents are
encouraged to strive for their
children’s success and nurture
them into individuals who serve
the national interest. Similarly,
continuous study of literature
is essential to gain knowledge.
To facilitate this, libraries have
been established at various
military units and headquarters
to ensure personnel and their
families have access to necess-
ary reading materials.

Regarding welfare, living
standards and sustenance are
of primary importance. Allow-
ances have been increased for
personnel of Tatmadaw, the
Myanmar Police Force, and
civil servants. As the national
GDP remains lower than that
of regional neighbors, the
government is encouraging in-
creased production based on
agriculture and livestock to
drive economic development.
Boosting production will sup-
port domestic consumption and
enable the export of surplus
goods, generating foreign ex-
change and significantly streng-
thening the national economy.
Since production is a vital natio-
nal sector, collective efforts are

)

urged to increase agricultural
and livestock output. Success-
fully managing military-owned
and small-scale subsistence
farming further contributes
to national production efforts.

The State has already provi-
ded the best possible rations,
salaries, and entitlements for
personnel of Tatmadaw. All
personnel must fulfill their
duties to the State and Tatma-
daw by successfully executing
their assigned responsibilities.
Furthermore, personnel must
live with self-discipline, avoid-
ing excessive drinking and
indulgence to achieve their
life goals. Expenditure must
be balanced with income. By
maintaining self-control and
physical fitness, personnel
should uphold the dignity of
a good soldier. Through the
dutiful execution of assigned
tasks, the quality and standards
of Tatmadaw must be maintai-
ned. After these remarks, in-
quiries were made regarding
the requirements of officers
and other ranks.

Then, the Senior General pre-
sented foodstuffs for the offic-
ers, other ranks, and families of
the station, which were accep-
ted by the regional comman-
der.

Following the meeting, the
Senior General and members
cordially greeted the attending
officers, otherranks, and families.

Subsequently, the Senior Ge-
neral and members inspected
the local Advanced Military Tra-
ining School in the Kengtung

See Page -20mm
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any materials produced by
the IIMM, Legal Action World-
wide, Fortify Rights, and cer-
tain other organizations, is
seriously diminished by the
lack of impartiality of these
organizations.

Contrary to what The Gambia
suggests, Myanmar does not
take the position that witness
statements taken by a party
to the case, or by someone
overtly siding with a party to
the case, must necessarily be

rejected out of hand. Rather,
Myanmar asks the Court to
apply its settled jurisprudence.
The Court does not simply
accept everything stated in a
witness statement. The settled
jurisprudence is that witness
statements and affidavits are
treated with caution. The weight
such a document is given will
depend on a consideration of
various factors, including the
form and the circumstances in
which it is made.

I need not speak in detail

about the witness statements
of persons other than those
in the camps in Bangladesh.
These are addressed in detail
in Myanmar’s written plea-
dings, to which The Gambia
provides no substantive res-
ponse.

The Gambia also has evidence
from several defectors or deser-
ters from the military. However,
this material also lacks eviden-
tial weight. Apart from anyth-
ingelse, itis not possible to know
whether the claimed defectors

Sam-Bloom Cooper Presents Submissions at ICJ

Mr Sam-Bloom Cooper, Advo-
cate for Myanmar, submitted
his pleadings on key locations
outlined in Chapter 8 of Myan-
mar’s written submissions in
The Gambia versus Myanmar
case to the International Court
of Justice in The Hague, the
Netherlands, today.

He stated: My colleague Ms
Lawrie and I will now address
The Gambia’s allegations of ge-
nocidal acts committed during
the counter-terrorism opera-
tions in northern Rakhine State
in 2016 and 2017. I will focus
on events in and around the
three villages of Min Gyi, Chut
Pyin and Maung Nu. Following
this, Ms Lawrie will deal with
the other 43 specific locations
where The Gambia alleges
acts of violence to have been
committed.

Irefer to Min Gyi, Chut Pyin
and Maung Nu as the ‘main
locations’. This is because, out
of the 509 locations in northern
Rakhine State inhabited who-
lly or in part by Bengalis, The
Gambia focuses predominantly
on these three, the populations
of which were, at the time,
respectively 4,300, 1,200 and
4,600 people.

Throughout these proceed-
ings, The Gambia has repea-
tedly sought to claim that what
happened in these three loca-
tions was typical and repre-
sentative of what happened
in many locations throughout
northern Rakhine State. It
claims repeatedly that there
was a “consistent pattern of
conduct” in 2016 and 2017, from
which a genocidal intent can be
inferred. Events in these three
locations were not as alleged
by The Gambia.

Events in the vast majority of
the other 43 locations referred
to by The Gambia were of a
completely different quality
by way of alleged violence, and

where loss of life was either
minimal or even non-existent.
As for the hundreds of other
locations in northern Rakhine
State inhabited by Bengalis,
The Gambia presents no evide-
nce at all of any violence.

They are words that guide
what we say about the allega-
tions in this case now, just as
those words were central to
the careful village-by-village
analysis of each location in
Chapters 8 & 9 of Myanmar’s
Counter-Memorial. We know
that The Gambia read those
chapters, because its Reply
then radically resiled from
its unsubstantiated, initial
claims of “hundreds of villages”
being subject to a “consistent
pattern of conduct” of extreme
brutality and sexual violence.
The Gambia’s Reply refers to
just 13 locations.

There had been attacks by
ARSA in the region in October
and November 2016, and ARSA
was known to be planning fur-
ther attacks. An increased pre-
sence in security forces in the
region was therefore under-
standable, indeed inevitable.

The evidence shows that
ARSA initiated the violence
with a series of attacks across
northern Rakhine State, and
the military responded to it.
Noresponsible sovereign State
could, or would, sit back and
permit such pervasive violence
to go unchecked. Myanmar
acted in necessity, and justi-
fiably, to protect its citizens
and the integrity of the State.

The counter-terrorism opera-
tions against ARSA and its
supporters were conducted
only in locations where ARSA
was active. That is a profoundly
important point in this case.
They were conducted not over
months oryears but over a short
period of time: just three days
in October 2016; two days in

November 2016, and for just the
last week of August and the first
days of September 2017. That
was the full extent of the military
operations — to be measured
in days — and undertaken in
response to ARSA's widespread
campaign of violence. The vast
majority of Bengali villages
and communities were not
subject to any form of military
intervention at all.

The Gambia omits any details
about events that took place in or
around this village in the hours,
days and weeks prior to 8 am
on 30 August 2017. The Gambia
omits to mention that this was
just five days after ARSA had
commenced its coordinated
attacks throughout northern
Rakhine State.

ARSA’s latest campaign of
violence began by the early
hours of 25 August, with a focus
on Maungtaw Township. In the
days leading up to 30 August,
witnesses noted that there was
a “heavy ARSA presence in
the Kha Maung Seik area and
surrounding village tracts”,
following ARSA’s massacre of
nearly a hundred Hindus at Kha
Maung Seik itself, a village 10
kilometres up the Pyuma river
valley from Min Gyi itself.

Witnesses “consistently
described seeing large groups
of ARSA fighters gathered ...
in the village tracts of Ta Man
Thar and Thit Tone Nar Gwa
Son” on 25 August and the days
following. The Gambia’s own
witness, Andrew Riley, had
himself noted the “strong ARSA
presence” in that particular
area. Military records show
that two days later, some 300
Bengalis attacked and set fire
to the Thet Kaing Nyar Police
outpost.

In the early hours of 25 August,
ARSA attacked the Net Chaung
police post that neighbours
Min Gyi, and the following
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are in fact the persons that
they claim to be, or whether
they were actually in northern
Rakhine State at the time of
the events.

It seems The Gambia simply
received documents from third
parties or took them from pub-
lic sources, and then unques-
tioningly and uncritically ann-
exed them to its pleadings.
There is no suggestion that
The Gambia undertook investi-
gations of its own, or steps to
verify the accuracy, credibility
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day, ARSA conducted a further
attack on the Wat Kyein police
post. Each of these attacks is
corroborated by Myanmar’s
own contemporaneous military
reports, often recorded within
hours of the events taking place,
which detail the involvement in
the attacks of up to 600 armed
Bengalis from the surrounding
villages of La Baw Wa, Pa
Da Khar and Min Gyi. Police
officers fled from their posts
at Net Chaung and Min Gyi,
which were both then burnt.

Following its massacre of the
Hindus at Kha Maung Seik on 28
August, ARSA fighters attacked
Wat Kyein once more, detona-
ting an IED and burning down
30 houses. Contemporaneous
reports describe approximately
400 ARSA militants participa-
ting in the attack upon Khu
Daing, during which they mur-
dered seven Mro villagers.

The threat posed by ARSA
also emanated from other
villages south of Min Gyi, where
hundreds of ARSA-led fighters
engaged in violence. Ms Lawrie
will address events in and around
the villages of Ree Dar, Don
Peik, Kyein Chaung, and Laung
Don, where confrontations with
the Myanmar Defence Services
occurred.

In accordance with the Rules
of Engagement distributed to
all combat personnel, which The
Gambia accepts are consistent
with internationally recognized
standards, warning shots were
fired in repeated attempts to
ward off advancing attackers,

and reliability of the informa-
tion in the material received
from third parties.

As to the witness statements,
when all relevant factors are
considered, including the form
and the circumstances in which
they were made, no evidential
weight can be given to these
either; or atleast, none that could
come anywhere near meeting
the standard of proof required
for a finding of genocide in pro-
ceedings against a sovereign
State.

ployed. Even then, the military
continued to be fired upon
until well into the evening of
30 August, before the attackers

finally withdrew southwards.
Each and every one of the
21 witness statements taken
by Legal Action Worldwide,
which were provided years
after these events took place,
positively denies any suggest-
ion whatsoever of armed acti-
vity by even a single Bengalli,
or even the presence of ARSA
at all, at any stage. Even more
starkly, 53 out of the 54 anony-
mous witnesses interviewed
by the FFM likewise make no
mention of ARSA’s presence, let
alone any of its violent activity.
There are only three plausible
explanations for The Gambia’s
witnesses to so systematically
hide the truth: First, there has
been coordinated management
and control of those witnesses
presented to the organizations
who interviewed or took statem-
ents from them; Second, fear
of ARSA, or loyalty to ARSA,
as described by Ms. Lawrie,
is so entrenched that those
interviewed were too afraid or
unwilling to provide a truthful
account of what occurred.
The third is that there was a
combination of those factors: of
management, of fear, of loyalty.
This Court will appreciate
why, given that his account
includes ARSA’s murder of
a fellow informant, like him,
shortly before its August attacks.
See Page - 200>
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