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Yinmabin District plants more than 18, 000 acres of vegetables
in cold season

YINMABIN January 27

Statistics of Yinmabin Dis-
trict Agriculture Department
of Sagaing Region stated that
a total of 18,886 acres of vege-
tables have been planted in the
district this cold season.

In 2024-2025 cold season,
local authorities earmarked
cultivation of 19,545 acres of
vegetables in Yinmabin Dis-
trict but farmers have so far
planted 18,886 acres of crops
against the target cultivation.

Daw Myat Moe Win, Head of
Yinmabin District Agriculture
Department, explained: “Town-

ship authorities adopted a plan
to grow more than 19,000 acres
of vegetables in the district but
farmers have so far grown over
18,000 acres of crops against
the target. They grow mustard,
chilli, spicy, potato, cabbage,
eggplant, cauliflower, Chinese
cabbage, cucumber and lady-
finger and others. Our depart-
ment urged local farmers to
use GAP system in growing
the crops and produce healthy
crops with least chemical resi-
dues”

This year, Yinmabin Town-
ship planted 3,881 acres of

vegetables, Kani Township
6,705 acres, Salingyi Township
6,800 acres and Pale Township
2,500 acres, totalling 18,886
acres.

In setting plans to grow
crops in 2024-2025 cold season,
Yinmabin Township earmarked
4,320 acres of vegetables, Kani
Township 5,790 acres, Salingyi
Township 6,700 acres and Pale
Township 2,735 acres, totalling
19,545 acres.

Officials from relevant De-
partments of Agriculture con-
duct training courses for local
farmers and agricultural staff

to enhance thelr capac1ty to

grow vegetables in GAP system,
produce healthy crops and ex-
pand sown acreage of veget-
ables.

Officials from the depart-

ment helped local farmers

with correct agricultural tech-
niques, prevention of pests,
use of natural fertilizers and
pests.

SK

More than 22,000 acres of canola and niger planted in Katha District

KATHA January 27

According to the Katha Dis-
trict Agriculture Department,
a total of 22,378 acres of canola
and niger have been planted as
cold season crops in the district
of Sagaing Region.

In 2024-2025 cold season, Ka-
tha District earmarked 23,832
acres of canola and niger. Local
farmers started cultivation of

these crops on 22,378 acres of
croplands in October 2024.

U Myint Soe, Head of Katha
District Agriculture Depart-
ment explained: “Local far-
mers cultivate canola and niger
yearly. These crops can be used
in extracting oil for cooking as
well as traditional medicines.
This year, local farmers planted
more than 22,000 acres of canola

and niger in the district against
the target of more than 23,000
acres of crops. They continue
cultivation of crops in the district
with the aim of meeting the
target cultivation.”

In Katha District, Katha
Township finished cultivation
of 149 acres of canola and 12,749
acres of niger, Indaw Township
150 acres of canola and 2,200

acres of niger, Htigyaing Town-
ship 4,680 acres of niger and
Bamauk Township, 2,221 acres
of canola and 229 acres of niger,
totalling 22,378 acres.

With regard to setting cultiva-
tion plans, Katha Township has
to grow 207 acres of canola and
13,600 acres of niger, Indaw
Township 220 acres of canola and
1,860 acres of niger, Htigyaing

Township 335 acres of canola
and 3,970 acres of niger and
Bamauk Township 3,220 acres
of canola and 420 acres of niger;
totalling 23,832 acres.

They grow canola and niger
yearly. Among the townships
of Sagaing Region, Katha and
Kawlin townships mostly grow
canola and niger.

SMK

Mlngln Townshlp grows over 5,000 acres of winter sesames
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MINGIN January 27

Atotal of 5,322 acres of winter
sesame have been planted in
Mingin Township, Kalay District,
Sagaing Region, according to
statistics from the Department of
Agriculture for Mingin Township.

During the 2024-2025 winter
crops planting season, 4,899
acres of winter sesame are
planned to be planted in Mingin

Township, and 5,322 acres have
been planted since mid-October
this year.

“As for sesame cultivation, it is
possible to plant more than the
designated acres at the present
time. Sesame cultivation is
improving year by year. Sesame
is planted in rainy season. It is
in a successful position,” said
Daw Hayman Kyaw Win, head of

the Department of Agriculture
for Mingin Township.

This year, the township De-
partment of Agriculture is pro-
viding knowledge to the winter
sesame growers in Kyaungm-
yaung Sub-Township to expand
sesame cultivation, to plant using
GAP methods, to plant good vari-
eties, and to plant varieties with
good yield. SMK

Farmers in Thabaung Township complete cultivation of black gram on
more than 4,000 acres of land

THABAUNG January 27

A total of 4,301 acres of black
gram has been planted in Tha-
baung Township of Ayeyawady
Region, said Daw Aye Aye Mu,
Head of Pathein District Agri-
culture Department.

Local authorities earmarked

cultivation of 13,976 acres of
black gram in Thabaung Town-
ship this cold season. But, local
farmers started cultivation of
black gram in the first week of
October. So far; they have grown
4,301 acres of crops. Officials of
the Township Agriculture De-

partment provided necessary
assistance for local farmers in
growing the black gram with
agricultural techniques for
meeting the target cultivation.

Daw Aye Aye Mu explained:
“So far, farmers have planted
more than 4,000 acres of black

gram in Thabaung Township.
They continue cultivation of
crops to meet the target culti-
vation. The Agriculture Depart-
ment provides necessary techni-
ques and agricultural inputs for
farmers to grow all cold season
crops without difficulties.”

Department of Agriculture,
Township Administration Body
and relevant departments are
joining hands in providing nece-
ssary aid for local farmers in
growing black grams to meet
the target cultivation.

SK
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Farmers harvest more than 6,000 acres of corns
in Sagaing Townshlp

SAGAING January 27

According to Sagaing Town-
ship Agriculture Department,
local farmers have harvested
6,403 acres of corns planted in
monsoon in Sagaing Township
of Sagaing Region.

Local farmers could grow
6,403 acres of corn as monsoon
crops in Sagaing Region. Far-
mers started harvesting of
crops in August this year. So
far, they have reaped all 6,403
acres of corns in the township,
producing 15,000 pieces of corn
per acre.

U Zaw Oo, Head of Sagaing

Township Department of Agri-
culture, clarified: “Farmers
have so far harvested all 6,403
acres of corns in the township

with high yield of crops. Our
department helped local far-
mers prevent pests to boost
per-acre yield of crops.”

Officials of the Township Agri-
culture Department lectured
local farmers and agricultural
staff to share agricultural tech-
niques of growing corns in the
township with field demonstra-
tion and prevention of FAW and
other pests. In addition, officials
trained the local farmers make
natural fertilizers and pests
with the use of traditional raw
materials obtained from vicinity.

Farmers need to spend more
than Ks-500,000 per acre of gro-
wing the corns. It yields 15,000
pieces of corns per acre in
Sagaing Township. SK

Farmers plant more than 2,000 acres of kitchen crops in
Pwintbyu Township

PWINTBYU January 27
According to the Township
Agriculture Department, local
farmers have planted 2,178
acres of kitchen crops in cold
season this year in Pwintbyu
Township of Magway Region.
Local authorities earmar-
ked cultivation of 2,557 acres

of kitchen crops this year in
Pwintbyu Township but local
farmers have so far planted
2,178 acres of crops against
the target cultivation.

Daw Moe Moe Wai, Head of
Pwintbyu Township Agricul-
ture Department said: “Far-
mers have grown 2,178 acres of

kitchen crops against the target
of 2,557 acres in the township to
ensure food security and increase
incomes for farmers’ families.
We supervise local farmers in
growing crops whether they use
GAP system and fertilizers or
not to increase per-acre yield
of crops.”

Under the guidance of the
Township Agriculture Depart-
ment, local farmers are striving
for meet the target cultivation
in cold season this year. So far,
local farmers have planted 992
acres of dried chilli, 1,148 acres
of onion, and 38 acres of garlic,
totalling 2,178 acres. SK

_Betel leaves marketable_ln Kyalklat Township

KYAIKLAT J anuary 27
Betel leaves produced from

Kyaiklat ’Ibwnshlb oAyeyawady

Regionis in good trading at the

domestic market, said Daw
Thuza, the owner of betel leave
trading commodity in Kyaiklat
Township.

Starting from the second week
of December, trading process
of betel leaves is rising day by
day at the domestic market. The
leave fetches Ks-1,400 per viss.

Daw Thuza disclosed: “At
present, betel leaves are marke-
table in the township. It faces
high demand from merchants of
Bogale, Mawlamyinegyun and
otherregions. Local merchants

deliver betel leaves to custo-
mers. Consequently, high trad-
ing of betel leave helps local
betel farmers with convenience
of livelihoods.”

Merchants sell betel leaves
from Kyaiklat Township with
systematic packaging pro-
cess tobe sent to other regions.
Now, local growers, merchants,
wholesale centres and farming
workers and freight workers
are convenient in earning in-
comes.

SK

Monsoon paddy plantations harvested in Ayadaw Township

AYADAW January 27

Local farmers have reaped
5,673 acres of monsoon paddy
planted this year’s monsoon in
Ayadaw Township of Sagaing
Region, according to the stati-
stics of Monywa District Agri-
culture Department.

They grew monsoon paddy
on 21,479 acres of farmlands
as monsoon crops in Ayadaw
Township this year. They star-
ted harvesting of crops in Nove-

mber 2024. So far, they have
reaped 5,673 acres of monsoon
paddy, yielding 77.90 baskets
of paddy per acre.

Daw San San Myint, Head of
Monywa District Agriculture
Department unveiled: “Local
farmers have so far harvested
more than 5,000 acres of mon-
soon paddy out of more than
21,000 acres of paddy in Aya-
daw Township. Our depart-
ment provides necessary assi-

stance and agricultural tech-
niques for local farmers and
urges them to grow monsoon
in time.”

This year, officials of relevant
township Agriculture Depart-
ment cooperate with local far-
mers in growing monsoon paddy
without any difficulties.

Officials of the department
raise farmer awareness with
agricultural techniques to pre-
vent pests, minimize loss and

waste of crops and keep crops
under shelter in time.
Moreover, staff members of
the Township Department of
Agriculture participate in selec-
ting quality strains of crops, con-
ducting surveillance against
pests, weeding the paddy plan-
tations, removing different str-
ains of crops and giving train-
ingtolocal farmers to systema-
tically use fertilizers.
SMK

Local News 119

More than
23,000 acres
of monsoon

paddy
harvested
in Mingin

Township

MINGIN January 27

The Agriculture Department
of Mingin Township in Sagaing
Region stated that a total of
23,937 acres of monsoon paddy
has been harvested in the town-
ship.

Local farmers grew 31,714
acres of monsoon paddy in Min-
gin Township. They started
harvest of paddy in October
2024, and so far, they have har-
vested 23,937 acres of monsoon
paddy, yielding 88.05 baskets of
paddy per acre.

Daw Hayman Kyaw Win, Head
of Mingin Township Agricul-
ture Department, said: “Local
farmers have planted more
than 30,000 acres of monsoon
paddy, over 23,000 acres of
which has been harvested. Our
department helped local far-
mers with necessary techno-
logy and quality strains of crops
aswell as arranged farmers to
grow monsoon paddy in time.”

This year; officials of the Town-
ship Agriculture Department
cooperated with local farmers
in growing monsoon paddy with-
out difficulties this year.

Officials raised farmer awar-
eness to grow monsoon paddy
with agricultural techniques,
prevention of pests, minimizing
loss and waste of crops and
keeping paddy under shelter
in time.

Moreover, officials of Town-
ship Agriculture Department
participated in selection of qua-
lity strains of crops, surveilla-
nce over pests, weeding paddy
plantations, removal of different
strains of crops and systematic
use of fertilizers to boost per-
acre yield of crops.

High yield of crops can help
local farmers enjoy improve-
ment of socio-economic life of
local farmers.

SMK



20! International News

28-1-2025 | w

Lebanon agrees to extend ceasefire with Israel until February 18

BEIRUT January 27

Lebanon's caretaker govern-
ment announced Monday that
ithas agreed to extend the cea-
sefire agreement with Israel
until February 18 as the initial
60-day truce expired on Sun-
day.

The United States, which
brokered the initial truce, said
ina statement that "the ceasefire
arrangement between Lebanon
and Israel will remain in effect
until February 18, 2025," citing
Israel's failure to withdraw its
forces from southern Lebanon
before the deadline under the

agreement.

The statement added that
Lebanon, Israel, and the U.S. will
soon begin negotiations on the
return of Lebanese detainees
held in Israeli prisons since
October 7, 2023.

Lebanese caretaker Prime
Minister Najib Mikati said the
decision to extend the ceasefire
was made "after consultations
with President Joseph Aoun
and Parliament Speaker Nabih
Berri regarding the latest de-
velopments in the south, and
after reviewing discussions
with the U.S. mediator."

Meanwhile, Lebanon's For-
eign Ministry accused Israel
of failing to uphold its commit-
ments, particularly regarding
its withdrawal from Lebanese
territory.

It also condemned "deliberate
Israeli attacks on Lebanese
civilians who were attempting
to return to their occupied vill-
ages."

On Sunday, 22 people, inclu-
ding a Lebanese soldier, were
killed, and 124 others injured by
Israeli gunfire as hundreds of
Lebanese civilians attempted
to enter southern villages still

’Lel‘)‘émon-agrees to'extend ceasefire with'Is
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occupied by Israeli forces,
according to the Lebanese

_Junt;lﬁ-l*;_g:l}gg_gry 185G
Health Ministry.

Nearly 1,000 arrested as immigration raids continue across U.S.

HOUSTON January 27

Nearly 1,000 people suspected
of being in the United States
illegally were arrested on Sun-
day alone across the country,
the U.S. Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement (ICE) said
on X on Sunday night.

The ICE's targeted raids
were reported from Chicago
and Denver to major cities in
Texas including Austin, Dallas
and Fort Worth on Sunday.

In North Texas, 84 people
were arrested and taken to
the ICE's field office in Dallas
for processing, an ICE spokes-
person told alocal media outlet
on Sunday.

"There are consequences for
entering the country illegally,"
said Tom Homan, the border
czar appointed by U.S. President
Donald Trump, warning of
"collateral arrests" during raids.

Trump's administration car-

ried out nationwide ICE raids
during his first week back in
office. By Thursday, roughly
1,300 people had been arrested
across the country, Homan said.

Also on Sunday, in Austin, Dal-
las and Fort Worth, hundreds of
people gathered, waving flags
and holding signs to protest
Trump's immigration policies.

News of the protest spread
across social media over the
weekend, with posts inviting

people to "show up and speak
up for those who can't."
Following his inauguration on
Monday, Trump signed orders to
label cartels as terrorist groups,
declare a border emergency,
and end birthright citizenship.
The White House announced
on Tuesday that it would allow
federal immigration agencies,
including the ICE, to make
arrests at schools, churches
and hospitals. Xinhua

5 killed, 31 injured as fire engulfs residential colony in
Pakistan’s Punjab

pikilled 3 tinjuredlasffirelengulfsiresidentiallcolony;in'Pakistan's)Bunjaby

ISLAMABAD January 27
Five people were killed and

31 others injured when fire
engulfed a resident colony

in Pakistan's eastern Punjab
province in the early hours of
Monday, officials said.

The incident happened at
about 12:25 a.m. local time (GMT
1925 Sunday) in the Multan dis-
trict where a massive explosion
caused by a liquefied petroleum
gas container leakage rocked
the colony, sources from the
district's police told Xinhua.

The gas leakage triggered
the fire, and the force of the
blast scattered debris over a
wide area, severely impact-
ing the densely populated co-
lony.

The police confirmed that the

blaze has been brought under
control, following extensive
firefighting efforts. The injured
have been shifted to nearby
hospitals, and several of them
are in critical condition.

Officials are conducting an
assessment of the total damage
caused by the explosion, which
also disrupted daily life in the
vicinity.

Incidents involving gas ex-
plosions remain a concern in
Pakistan due to inadequate
safety measures and poor in-
frastructure, often leading to
tragic consequences.

Xinhua

Large-scale military drills launched in W, Iran

TEHRAN January 27

The Iranian army's ground
force launched large-scale
"security, offensive and mobile"
drills in the western province
of Kermanshah on Monday,
the semi-official Tasnim news
agency reported.

The drills, involving the gro-
und force's special force, air-
borne and armored brigades,
aviation and drone units, and
electronic warfare battalions,
started in the NaftShahrregion
of Qasr-e Shirin County, accor-
ding to the report.

The drills aim to improve the
forces' preparedness to counter
any foreign threat to Iran's order
and security; according toTasnim.

Iranian Army's Ground Force
Commander KioumarsHeid-
ari and several high-ranking
commanders attended the first

stage of the drills which fea-
tured the overhaul of several
helicopters under the force's
aviation fleet and their delivery
to a base in Kermanshah, acc-
ording to a press release publi-
shed on the army's public rela-
tions website. Xinhua

China’s
homegrown Al
video generation
platform
launches new
version

BEIJING January 27

ShengShu Technology, a Bei-
jing-based Al startup, has un-
veiled its updated video ge-
neration model, Vidu 2.0, which
can create a single 4-second
video clip at 512p resolution
within just 10 seconds, Science
and Technology Daily reported
on Monday.

The report states that the cost
of generating such a videois 2.4
yuan (about 0.33 U.S. dollars)
per minute.

Video generation models have
rapidly improved in terms of
quality, but the speed at which
avideo is generated remains a
significant obstacle. Previously,
free users often had to wait for
hours to generate a single piece
of footage.

Launched globally in July
2024, Vidu 1.0 reduced the
time to generate a single video
clip to under 30 seconds, and
within 100 days, it gained over
10 million users. To date, Vidu
has generated over 100 million
video clips.

Vidu's greatest breakthr-
ough lies in its ability to esta-
blish logical relationships among
multiple user-specified objects
within a scene, according to
Tang Jiayu, the CEO of Sheng-
Shu Technology.

Xinhua
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and property of innocent people.

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

Electric cars are now MORE reliable than their petrol and diesel
counterparts, study claims

Electric vehicle (EVs) sales have slum-
ped in Britain, with the public strugg-
ling to fall in love with the technology.

A shortage of public chargers fuels
'range anxiety' among motorists worried
about where they can top up their
batteries, while high prices have also
put off would-be buyers.

Despite these fears, a new study claims
that EVs are even more reliable than
traditional cars and vans with petrol
and diesel engines.

Researchers from the University of
Birminghamand the London School of
Economics (LSE),analysed the 'health’
of nearly 300 million vehicles on UK
roads.

Their analysis found that battery
electric vehicles (BEVSs) not only had
a lower likelihood of failure, but also a
comparable lifespan to traditional cars
and vans.

According to the team, this marks a
'pivotal moment in the drive towards
sustainable transportation'.

Co-author Dr Viet Nguyen-Tien, from
the LSE, said: 'Our findings provide
critical insights into the lifespan and
environmental impact of electric vehi-
cles.

'No longer just a niche option, BEVs
are aviable and sustainable alternative
to traditional vehicles - a significant
step towards achieving a net-zero
carbon future.'

In the study, the team used nearly
300 million UK Ministry of Transport
test records to analyse UK vehicles
from 2005 to 2022.

This allowed them to estimate the
reliability and longevity of each vehicle.

Their analysis revealed that BEVs
demonstrated the most rapid improve-
ment in reliability, with a 12 percent lower
likelihood of failure for each successive
year of production.

For comparison, these figures were
only 6.7 percent and 1.9 percent for pet-
rol and diesel vehicles, respectively.

In addition, the results revealed that
BEVs now have an average lifespan of

18.4 years and can travel up to 124,000
miles.

Petrol cars have a slightly longer
average lifespan of 18.7 years, but with
a lower mileage of 116,000 miles.

Meanwhile, diesel cars have a higher
mileage (159,000 miles), but a shorter
lifespan of 16.3 years.

As part of the study, the team also
identified the top-performing brands
in terms of vehicle longevity.

Among BEVs, Tesla leads the charge,
while Audi is the best performer for
petrol, and Skoda is the top for diesel.

'BEVs offer significant environmen-
tal benefits, especially as Europe
switches to a more renewable energy
mix,' said study co-author Robert Elli-
ott, Professor of Economics at the
University of Birmingham.

'Despite higher initial emissions from
production, a long-lasting electric vehi-
cle can quickly offset its carbon foot-
print, contributing to the fight against
climate change - making them a more
sustainable long-term option.

'Our findings offer consumers reli-
able data to make informed decisions
about their vehicle purchases, whilst
policymakers can use our insights to
shape regulations and incentives that
promote the adoption of durable and

environmentally friendly vehicles and
plan ahead their end-of-life treatment.'

However, the study comes as sales
of electric cars have slowed in Britain.

A shortage of public chargers fuels
range anxiety' among motorists wor-
ried about where they can top up their
batteries, while high prices have also
put off would-be buyers.

Electric vehicles run on energy from
a charged battery much like a smart-
phone but come with hefty pricetags
—around £46,000 on average in the
UK.

'Electric vehicles typically cost more
upfront,' say Milad Haghani, lecturer
in urban analytics at UNSW Sydney, and
HadiGhaderi, a supply chain profes-
sor at Swinburne University of Tech-
nology, in a piece for The Conversa-
tion.

'Sales have slowed in parts of Europe
and the United States often due to
reduced incentives, but strong sales
growth continues in other regions such
as China and India.'

The two experts say a 'flood of cheaper
Chinese vehicles' is lowering the cost
barrier.

However, these Eastern exports have
triggered surveillance fears.

Another 'major issue' for car buyers
is uncertainty about an electric model's
resale value compared to a standard
petrol or diesel, the researchers point
out.

'Consumers are concerned electric
vehicles depreciate faster than traditio-
nal cars... these concerns are particu-
larly tied to battery degradation, which
affects a car's range and performance
over time.'

Meanwhile, EV fires have made
headlines globally - including a high-
profile battery fire in a Korean parking
lot in August - creating doubts among
consumers. Mail Online
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