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the ages.

the families that make up the beautiful land of Myanmar.

H.E. Mr. Daniel Ortega Saavedra and H.E. Mrs. Rosario Murillo, Co-Presidents of
the Republic of Nicaragua send Congratulatory Message to Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing, Acting President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar

On behalf of the Government of Reconciliation and National Unity of the Republic of Nicaragua, our people, and ourselves, we extend our warmest and most fraternal
congratulations to you and the brotherly people of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar on the 78th anniversary of your nation's independence, on January 4.
Nicaragua deeply recognizes and values the rich cultural heritage, spirituality, and fraternity of your people, pillars that have sustained your national identity throughout

Our best wishes join those of your people on this national holiday, with the aspiration that the path forward will be illuminated by understanding and well-being for all

We reiterate our commitment to strengthening peoples of friendship, solidarity, and mutual respect that unite our Peoples and Governments.
Receive, Brother President, our fraternal and revolutionary embrace, with the affection of the Nicaraguan people for the beloved People of Myanmar.

More than 2,000 acres of croplands placed
under black gram plants

Wetlet January 7

Local farmers grew
2,785 acres of black gram as
cold season crops in Wetlet
Township of Sagain Region
this year, according to the
statistics of the township
Agriculture Department.

During the 2025-2026
winter crop cultivation sea-
son, Wetlet Township has set
a target of cultivating 2,794
acres of black gram. Plant-
ing began in October this
year, and as of today, 2,785

acres have been success-
fully cultivated, according to
reports.

“This winter crop season,
Wetlet Township planned
to cultivate 2,794 acres of
black gram, and planting
has been completed on 2,785
acres. We are continuing ef-
forts to meet the full target
acreage. During the cultiva-
tion period, we are also con-
ducting field-level activities
to provide necessary tech-
nologies, quality seeds, and

pest and disease prevention
methods,” said Daw Kyin
San, Township Head of the
Department of Agriculture in
Wetlet Township.

In Wetlet Township, the
Township Department of
Agriculture is providing
awareness and guidance to
black gram farmers on ac-
cess to regionally suitable
high-quality and pure seed
varieties, correct cultiva-
tion practices, effective pest
management, systematic use

of fertilizers, and measures
to achieve good yields.
During the current winter
cropping season, in culti-
vating various pulse crops,
the relevant township De-
partments of Agriculture
are working in cooperation
with farmers to ensure good
yields and quality of pulse
crops by providing quality
seed varieties, agricultural
inputs, and post-harvest
technologies.
206

Wakema Township supplies 580,000 bunches
of Pheegyan banana to Yangon in December

Wakema January 7

Local merchants of
Wakema Township in
Ayeyawady Region sold
580,000 bunches of Pheeg-
yan banana to Yangon mar-
ket in December, said Daw
Myint Myint Aye, the owner
of banana trading depot in
Wakema Township.

From Wakema Town-
ship, shipments of Pheeg-

yan bananas to the Yangon
market over the past one
month of this year reached
only 450,000 bunches, while
a total of 580,000 bunches
were exported and sold dur-
ing the period from 1 to 31
December 2025.

“Over the past month,
shipments of Pheegyan ba-
nanas to Yangon have been
strong. Locally produced

crops have been sold main-
ly to the Yangon market.
Domestically, demand for
bananas remains high. Most
of the bananas shipped to
the Yangon market were
Pheegyan bananas. At pre-
sent, banana prices have
declined slightly compared
to earlier, and buying and
selling activities are operat-
ing smoothly,” said Daw

Myint Myint Aye.
Pheegyan bananas
shipped from Wakema
Township to the Yangon
market over the past month
were traded at prices of up to
K145,000 per 100 bunches.
As trading of these locally
produced bananas remains
active, workers, traders, and
growers are benefiting.
Kyaw Kyaw Lin

Long bean in high
demand at domestic
market in Nyaungdon
Township

Nyaungdon January 7

Long beans produced
in Nyaungdon Township of
Ayeyawady Region are in
high demand at the domestic
market, said Daw Nyo Nyo,
the owner of green grocery
depot in Nyaungdon Town-
ship.

In Nyaungdon Township,
locally produced long beans
are being traded at the fresh
produce market from the first
week of January this year up
to the present. Currently, dai-
ly purchases have increased
to between 2,500 and 5,500
viss, with trading reported to
be brisk. The market price of
long beans has reached up to
K9,500 per viss.

“Long beans produced
in this area are in strong de-
mand from other townships.
At present, daily trading
volume has reached up to
35,000 viss. As a wide range
of local agricultural products

are cultivated, transportation
costs are reduced, and con-
sumers can access clean and
fresh food. Buyers from other
regions are actively sourcing
long beans from this fresh
produce market. Along with
rising demand, prices have
also increased. With stronger
demand for locally produced
long beans, vegetable farm-
ers are now enjoying better
opportunities,”
Nyo Nyo.
Nyaungdon Township is
currently in the peak season
for locally produced vegeta-
bles, including long beans.
Due to strong demand and
active trading of long beans,
preparations are being made
to expand cultivation. As
only local produce is being
sold, transportation costs are
lower, and trading focuses on
fresh crops, resulting in vari-
ous economic benefits.
Kyaw Kyaw Lin

said Daw

Paris January 7

French Foreign Minister
Jean-Noel Barrot on Wednes-
day reiterated France's sup-
port for Greenland, stressing
that "Greenland is not for
sale."

In an interview with Ra-
dio France, Barrot said that
Greenland belongs to the

Greenland not for sale: French FM

Greenlanders and its future
will be defined in an agree-
ment between the Greenlan-
dic and Danish authorities.
Barrot said that it would
make absolutely no sense
for a NATO country to at-
tack another NATO country,
and it would be completely
contrary to the interests of

the United States.

The minister said that he
spoke with U.S. Secretary
of State Marco Rubio on
Tuesday. "He ruled out the
possibility of what has just
happened in Venezuela hap-
pening in Greenland," Barrot
added.

However, White House

Press Secretary Karoline
Leavitt said Tuesday that
U.S. President Donald Trump
and his team are weighing
"a range of options" to ac-
quire Denmark's Greenland,
including "utilizing the U.S.
military."

On Saturday, U.S. forces
launched a military strike

against Venezuela, forcibly
seizing President Nicolas
Maduro and his wife on
Venezuelan soil. The move
has drawn widespread con-
demnation and protests, with
many denouncing it as an
unlawful act motivated pri-
marily by a desire to control
Venezuela's vast oil reserves.

Barrot stated that in re-
sponse to U.S. threats, France
intends to take action but
will do so in coordination
with European partners, add-
ing that he would discuss
the issue with the foreign
ministers of Germany and
Poland.

Xinhua

of innocent people.

to protect the lives and property of the general public.

schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property
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Cultivation of maize exceeds target acreage

in Sagaing Township this

i

Sagaing January 7

Local farmers grew the
maize on the croplands ex-
ceeding the target sown acre-
age in Sagaing Township of
Sagaing Region, according
to the township Agriculture
Department.

During the 2025-2026
winter cropping season, Saga-
ing Township plans to cultivate
atotal 0f22,911 acres of maize
crops, comprising 3,584 acres

- m.. N
=
* 1

AW

aize? a!n-tatlongn Saga I‘l‘gTO‘.‘ H i

of maize and 19,327 acres of
sweet corn. Planting began
in October 2025, and as of
today, 3,063 acres of maize and
22,487 acres of sweet corn—
totalling 25,550 acres—have
already been planted, accord-
ing to reports.

“During this year’s winter
cropping season in Sagaing
Township, 22,911 acres of
maize and sweet corn were
originally targeted for cul-

tivation, but 25,550 acres
have already been planted.
At present, maize cultivation
has been completed at 100
percent of the planned area.
To ensure successful crop de-
velopment, we are providing
farmers with technical guid-
ance and awareness-raising
activities, including measures
to prevent pest and disease
infestations,” said U Myo
Thant Aung, Head of the Sa-

year

gaing Township Department

| of Agriculture.

This year, the Sagaing
Township Department of
Agriculture has been pro-
viding training to farmers
cultivating grain maize and

&= sweet corn, conducting field

demonstrations, promoting
preventive measures against
fall armyworm, and dis-
seminating information on
integrated crop protection
systems, including the use

t of neem-based pesticides as

well as ginger- and chilli-
based pest control treatments,
it is reported.

In Sagaing Township,
maize yields exceed 50 bas-
kets per acre, with cultivation
costs of about K500,000 per
acre. Sweet corn yields aver-
age around 15,000 ears per
acre, while cultivation costs
exceed K500,000 per acre,
according to available data.

206

Khamti Township

completes

harvest of

all rainfed paddy

Khamti January 7

Khamti Township has
already harvested all of the
rainfed paddy planted in this
year’s rainfed planting season,
according to the statistics
from the Department of Agri-
culture for Khamti Township.

Khamti Township has
been able to plant 8,306 acres
of rainfed paddy this year, and
the paddy fields have been
harvested since October this
year. So far, all of the paddy
has been harvested, yielding
67.65 baskets per acre.

“All of the planted paddy
fields have now been har-
vested fully. Rainfed paddy

cultivation can be expanded
beyond the target acres. We
are providing the necessary
technology and varieties for
rainfed paddy cultivation. We
have been conducting field
visits to help farmers plant
rainfed paddy on time,” said
Daw Su Su Khaing, head of
Department of Agriculture for
Khamti Township.

During this year's rainy
season, the relevant township
agriculture department and
local farmers have been work-
ing together to ensure that
rainfed rice is planted without
any difficulties and that it can
be planted systematically. 206

Myinmu Township expands target
cultivation of chickpea this year

Myinmu January 7
According to Sagaing
District Agriculture Depart-
ment, local farmers cultivat-
ed chidkpea on the croplands
exceeding the target cultiva-
tion in Myinmu Township of
Sagaing Region this year.
During the 2025-2026
winter cropping season,
Myinmu Township plans
to cultivate 13,534 acres of
chickpea. Planting began in
October this year, and as of
now a total of 14,214 acres
have already been planted,
according to reports.
“During this year’s win-

ter cropping season in My-
inmu Township, more than
13,000 acres of chickpea
were originally targeted for
cultivation, but more than
14,000 acres have already
been planted. At present,
chickpea cultivation has
exceeded the planned acre-
age. Chickpea cultivation
has been increasing year by
year. To ensure good yields
and quality of pulses, we are
working together with farm-
ers to provide quality seeds,
necessary inputs, and post-
harvest technologies,” said
Daw Myat Moe Win, District

Head of the Sagaing District
Department of Agriculture.

It is also reported that lo-
cally suitable, high-yielding
chickpea varieties such as
Yezin-8 and Yezin-11 are be-
ing selected for cultivation,
and that cultivating one acre
of chickpea costs more than
K300,000.

During this winter crop-
ping season, in the cultiva-
tion of various pulse crops,
the Department is cooperat-
ing with farmers to provide
quality seeds, agricultural
inputs, and post-harvest
technologies required to

improve yield and quality. In
addition, awareness-raising
and extension activities are
being carried out through
lead farmers to promote
the use of beneficial fungi
(Trichoderma) during pulse
cultivation.

Sagaing Region is the
leading region nationwide
in terms of total cultivated
area for pulses. Pulses can be
grown as a main crop as well
as in multiple and intercrop-
ping systems, and farmers
are therefore cultivating
them as income-generating

crops. 206

Myaung Township cultivates
over 7,000 acres of winter
seed corn and millets

Myaung January 7

A total of 7,927 acres of
seed corn and millets have
been planted in Myaung
Township, Sagaing District,
Sagaing Region during this
year’s winter crops planting
season, according to the
statistics of the Department
of Agriculture for Sagaing
District.

In the 2025-2026 win-
ter crops planting season,
Myaung Township has
planned to plant 7,224 acres
of seed corn and 726 acres
of millets, a total of 7,950
acres. Planting has started
since October this year. So
far, 7,226 acres of seed corn
and 701 acres of millets,
a total of 7,927 acres have

been planted.

“We are working to en-
sure that the targeted acres
are planted. We are provid-
ing education to help corn
crops grow successfully and
prevent pests and diseases,”
said Daw Myat Moe Win,
head of the Department of
Agriculture for Sagaing
District.

More than 50 baskets
of seed corns are produced
per acre, and the cost of
planting per acre of seed
corns is 500,000 kyats. A
total of 15,000 corn ears
of millets are produced per
acre, and the cost of plant-
ing per acre is over 500,000
kyats.

206

World Insights:
Europe caught in
dilemma after U.S.
raid in Venezuela

Brussels January 7

The shocking U.S. military
operation in Venezuela and the
seizure of its President Nico-
las Maduro have triggered a
heated global debate over the
rule of international law and
the limits of unilateral super-
power. Yet in Europe, official
reactions have been notably
uneven, with major capitals
stressing "principles" while
often avoiding direct criticism
of Washington.

The cautious messaging
has drawn sharp scrutiny from
political analysts and legal
experts in the West, given Eu-
rope's posture on the Russia-
Ukraine conflict. European
governments have condemned
Russia's use of force against
Ukraine and violation of sov-
ereignty.

Europe's defense of a
"rules-based order" is becom-

ing selectively applied, risking
its credibility when the violator
is its most powerful ally.

In the aftermath of the
crisis, European leaders made
remarks widely described as
"calibrated" -- emphasizing
"stability" and the "complex"
nature of the operation, while
steering clear of explicit legal
or political condemnation of
the United States.

In London and Berlin,
officials have largely sought
to separate the operation's
outcome from the legal prin-
ciples usually championed by
the bloc.

British Prime Minister
Keir Starmer described the
situation as "complex," placing
the onus on the United States
to justify its actions, while
emphasizing the need for a
peaceful transition.
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