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NEW DELHI March 17

DAILY EDITION
NIA of India arrests six Ukrainian
nationals and one US national on
charges of conspiring to carry out
terrorist activities against India

The National Investigation Agency (NIA) of India arrested seven foreign nationals on charges
of conspiring to carry out terrorist activities against India, said the Indian Express.

The seven arrested foreigners included six Ukrainian nationals and one from the United States,
and the arrests were made at Delhi, Kolkata and Lucknow airports. Although the said foreigners
entered India onvalid visas, they went to Mizoram without the mandatory Restricted Area Permit,
and from there the accused crossed into Myanmar, where they reportedly met ethnic groups
hostile to India.Investigations also uncovered that drones from Europe were delivered by them

to armed groups.

The suspects were remanded until March 27 by a court in Delhi, and further investigation is
underway, according to Indian Express.

100

$The Indian EXPRESS

JOURNALISM O COURAGE

Home ePaper India

Cities

SUBSCRIBE

=Q

UPsC Premium Ente

NIA arrests six Ukrainians,
one from US for plotting
terror activities in India

Suspects picked up at airports in Delhi,
Kolkata, Lucknow, remanded in
custody by a Delhi court until Mar 27,

Written by: Nirbhay Thakur, Mahender Singh Manral
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The arrests, made in a coordinated operation by

multiple NIA teams last week, were made unde g,
APP

(UAPA), along with other relevant sections.

Section 18 of the Unlawful Activities (Preventid

Sweet corns planted in Ngaputaw Township this winter

NGAPUTAW March 17

Local farmers cultivated
3,766 acres of sweet corns as
cold season crops in Ngaputaw
Township of Ayeyawady Re-
gion this year, according to the
Township Agriculture Depart-
ment.

In Ngaputaw Township, dur-
ing this year’s winter cropping
season, a total of 3,766 acres of

sweet corn were earmarked for
cultivation. Planting began in
the first week of October 2025,
and as of today, all designated
acres have been fully planted.

“During the winter cropping
season, we carried out advance
preparations by providing the
necessary technologies and
other forms of assistance so
that farmers could cultivate

maize and other winter crops
without difficulty,” said U San
Win, Township Head of the
Department of Agriculture in
Ngaputaw Township.

“This year, sweet corn was
cultivated on the planned 3,766
acres. To ensure full completion
of planting, good yields, and qua-
lity production, the Department
of Agriculture and relevant

departments worked together
to provide proper cultivation
techniques and other required
support. Compared with previ-
ousyears, systematic measures
were also implemented to im-
prove yields and quality and
to prevent pest infestations.
At present, planting of sweet
corn has been completed on 100
percent of the targeted acre-

age,” he said.

During this year’s monsoon
cropping season, the Depart-
ment of Agriculture has been
carrying out field-based farmer
education activities in Ngapu-
taw Township to enable smooth
cultivation of sweet corn, prevent
pest threats such as leaf-rolling
caterpillars, leaf-eating insects,
and cutworms, and to ensure
good yields and quality produc-
tion of sweet corns crops.

SK

Phaungpyin Township grows more than 10,000 acres of groundnut

PHAUNGPYIN March 17

Statistics of Mawlaik District
Agriculture Department stated
thatlocal farmers planted 10,944
acres of groundnut in Phaung-
pyin Township of Sagaing Re-
gion this year.

During the 2025-2026 winter
cropping season, Phaungpyin
Township has planned to culti-

vate 11,516 acres of groundnut.
Cultivation began in October
2025, and as of now, 10,944 acres
have already been planted,
according to reports.

“In the winter cropping sea-
son in Phaungpyin Township,
11,516 acres of groundnut were
targeted for cultivation, and
10,944 acres have been planted.

Groundnut cultivation is pro-
gressing successfully and sho-
wing good results. As an oilseed
crop, it is in a favorable condi-
tion, and groundnut cultivation
has been improving year by
year,” said Daw Kywe Kywe
Hlaing, District Head of the De-
partment of Agriculture in Maw-
laik District.

In Phaungpyin Township,
groundnut cultivation requires
one and a half baskets of seed
per acre. Including the costs of
seed, labour charge, fertilizers,
and pesticides, total cultivation
expenses exceed Ks-200,000
per acre. Average yields are
more than 50 baskets per acre.

To ensure successful ground-

nut production, prevent pest
and disease infestations, and
keep fields free from weeds,
staff members from the Town-
ship Department of Agricul-
ture are conducting regular
field inspections and maintain-
ing monitoring records for the
crops.

SK

More than 4,000 acres of green gram grown in Wetlet Township

WETLET March 17

Local farmers planted 4,552
acres of green gram in Wetlet
Township of Sagaing Region
this year, according to the Town-
ship Agriculture Department.

During the 2025-2026 winter
cropping season, a total of 4,565
acres of green gram were ear-
marked for cultivation in Wetlet
Township. Planting began in

October 2025, and as of today,
cultivation has been completed
on 4,552 acres, according to re-
ports.

“During the winter cropping
period in Wetlet Township, green
gram was planned for cultiva-
tion on 4,565 acres, and planting
has already been completed
on 4,552 acres,” said Daw Kyin
San, Township Head of the De-

partment of Agriculture in We-
tlet Township.

“Green gram cultivation has
been increasing year by year.
With regard to green gram pro-
duction, we are providing ex-
tension services to encourage
expanded cultivation and edu-
cating farmers on the use of
quality and pure seed to achieve
good yields,” she said.

In Wetlet Township, the re-
levant Township Department
of Agriculture is providing far-
mer education on access tore-
gionally suitable quality seed,
correct cultivation methods,
prevention of pest infestations,
systematic use of chemical fer-
tilizers, and measures to ensure
good yields for green gram
growers.

It is also reported that dur-
ing this year’s winter cropping
season, in cultivating various
pulses, the Department of Agri-
culture is working in coopera-
tion with farmers to provide
quality seed, agricultural inputs,
and post-harvest technologies
required to ensure good yields
and quality of pulse crops.

SMK



(006 1 18-3-2026

KANBALU March 17

According to the Township Agriculture
Department, local farmers harvested
more than 3,000 acres of pigeon pea as
monsoon crops in Kanbalu Township of
Sagaing Region this year.

In Kanbalu Township, up to 123,366
acres of pigeon pea were successfully
cultivated during the monsoon cropping
season. Harvesting of these pigeon pea
fields began in December 2025, and as
of now, 3,636 acres have been harvested.
The average yield is reported to be 14.94
baskets per acre.

“In Kanbalu Township, pigeon pea has
been cultivated on as many as 123,366
acres. Harvesting of the cultivated fields
is currently under way, and to date,
more than 3,000 acres have already

been harvested. Pigeon pea cultivation
has exceeded the originally planned
acreage. Measures are also being taken
to ensure good yields. Pigeon pea is
grown both as a sole crop and as an inter-
cropped crop,” said U Myo Zaw, Town-
ship Head of the Kanbalu Township
Department of Agriculture.

In Kanbalu Township, the Township
Department of Agriculture is providing
field-based awareness and technical
support to pigeon pea farmers on the
selection of high-quality and pure seeds,
proper cultivation methods, pest pre-
vention, and achieving good yields.

The Township Department of Agri-
culture in Kanbalu Township is also dis-
seminating techniques that combine
the use of urea and potash to help pigeon

— A . . -

peafarmers reduce the cost of purchas-
ing foliar fertilizers. It is reported that
the combined use of urea and potash

Local News |19

lowers cultivation costs while promot-
ing healthy plant growth and reducing

pest infestations. SMK

Cultivation of vegetables exceeds the target sown
acreage in Katha Township

KATHA March 17

Local farmers cultivated vegetables
in Katha Township of Sagaing Region,
exceeding the target cultivation, accord-
ing to the statistics of Katha Township
Agriculture.

During the 2025-2026 winter cropping
season, Katha Township planned to
cultivate 3,220 acres of vegetable crops.
Planting began in October 2025, and as
of now, cultivation has been completed
on 3,815 acres.

“In the winter cropping season in
Katha Township, vegetable crops were
planned on 3,220 acres, and planting has
already been completed on 3,815 acres.

The crops include mustard greens, chili,
spices, potatoes, cabbage, eggplant,
and cauliflower. Farmers are being pro-
vided with technical guidance to ensure
that all vegetables are cultivated using
the GAP system. We are also offering
techniques to help farmers grow vege-
tables in a health-compliant manner
with minimal chemical residues,” said
U Ko Lay, Township Head of the Katha
Township Department of Agriculture.

In Katha Township, the Township De-
partment of Agriculture is providing
vegetable farmers with technical train-
ing on cultivation under the GAP system,
guidance to ensure that vegetables pro-

duced from farms are safe and suitable
for consumption, and support to enco-
urage farmers to expand vegetable
cultivation.

In Katha Township, a wide variety of
vegetables are cultivated seasonally each
year. These crops have been developing
successfully, contributing to household
income. The Township Department of
Agriculture is also providing awareness
and guidance to prospective vegetable
farmers on correct cultivation methods,
pest prevention, and the preparation
and use of natural fertilizers, natural
pesticides, and insect repellents.

SMK

Merchants from Pantanaw Township dispatch
large volume of catla fish to Yangon market
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PANTANAW March 17

Pantanaw Township of Ayeyawady

Region sold a large volume of catla

fish to Yangon market said Daw Mar

—

Mar Win, the owner of fishery product
trading depot in Pantanaw Township.
From Pantanaw Township to the

Yangon market,up to 55,000 viss of catla

fish were shipped and sold. It is reported
that the market price for catla fish has
reached Ks-17,000 per viss.

“Catla fish from the Pantanaw area
are being shipped and sold mainly to
the Yangon market. In the first week
of last December, shipments of catla
fish have increased again. There is
strong domestic demand for catla fish.
As demand for catla fish is currently
rising, people involved across various
sectors of the fisheries industry are
doing well,” said Daw Mar Mar Win, a
fisheries product trader from Pantanaw
Township.

Catla fish produced in Pantanaw Town-
ship are being shipped and sold to the
Yangon market and, via Yangon, further
distributed to other regions. It is also
reported that fisheries trading depots in
the area are shipping and selling local
aquatic products, including catla fish,
to the Yangon market. SK

Kangyidaunt
Township
dispatches 75,000
bags of bran to
Yangon market

KANGYIDAUNT March 17

Local businesspersons from Kangyi-
daunt Township of Ayeyawady Region
sold 75,000 bags of bran to Yangon market
said Daw Moe Moe Lwin, the owner of
rice and paddy trading wholesale centre
in Kangyidaunt Township.

From Kangyidaunt Township, up
to 75,000 bags of bran (24 pyi per bag)
were transported and sold to the Yan-
gon market. It is reported that the bran
is used domestically as feed for live-
stock such as fish, poultry, pigs, and
ducks.

“Over the past month, we transported
and sold up to 75,000 bags of bran, each
containing 24 pyi, to the Yangon market.
Branis a by-product obtained from rice
milling and is widely used domestically
as animal feed. There is also an export
market. At present, as new paddy output
remains limited, bran production is also
relatively low. Even so, demand from
Yangon has been strong this month.
As livestock businesses are operating
actively, trading of bran bags in the
Yangon market has become brisk. With
stronger demand, farmers and mill
operators are finding their work running
smoothly,” said Daw Moe Moe Lwin.

Bran produced in Kangyidaunt Town-
ship is being purchased mainly by local
livestock operators and is also being
transported and sold to the Yangon
market. The current market price stands
at up to Ks-2.95 million per 100 bags.

SK
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WASHINGTON March 17

The United States was not prepared
for the scale of an Iranian drone threat
ithas faced in the region after launching
amilitary campaign against the Islamic
Republic, CNN reported on Tuesday,
citing sources.

The key obstacle was Congress, which
did not support accelerating counter-
drone purchases and innovations quickly
enough, a US official said.

"Iran and other countries will be watch-
ing what happened and will be develop-
ing new tactics and new adaptations of
drones ... This dynamic of measure,
counter-measure, counter-counter-mea-
sure will be seen here with drones, just
as we saw with IEDs," the report said,
citing a senior adviser with the Center
for Strategic and International Studies,
Mark Cancian.

However, some sources said the US
was adequately prepared to counter
drones, citing ongoing cooperation with
Ukrainian and European partners in
recent years, the broadcaster said. In

addltlon the UShas also been monitoring
the conflict in Ukraine.

On February 28, the United States
and Israel launched strikes on targets
in Iran, including in Tehran, causing

»
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US was unprepared for scale of Iranlan drone threat Reports

o

damage and civilian casualties. Iran
responded by striking Israeli territory
and US miilitary facilities in the Middle
East.

The US and Israel initially claimed
their "preemptive" attack was necessary
to counter the perceived threat coming
from Iran's nuclear program, but they
soon made it clear that they want to
see a change of power in Iran.

Iran's Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei was killed on the first day
of the military operation. The Islamic
Republic declared 40 days of mourning,.

Russian President Vladimir Putin
described Khamenei's assassination as
a cynical violation of international law.
The Russian Foreign Ministry condem-
ned the US-Israeli operation and called
for an immediate deescalation and an
end to hostilities. Sputnik

Indonesia discussing oil purchases with Russia - Energy Minister

JAKARTA March 17

Indonesia is discussing oil purchases
with Russia, Indonesian Energy Minister
Bahlill.ahadalia told Sputnik on Tuesday.

"At the moment, we are discussing
this with our partners in Russia, we
still need to study the proposal and the
situation... We do not rule out working
with any partner country," the minister
said on the sidelines of the event in

Jakarta.

On March 11, Kirill Dmitriev, the head
of the Russian Direct Investment Fund
(RDIF) and Russian special presidential
envoy for economic cooperation with
foreign countries, met with US officials
in Miami for talks addressing the
crisis in the global energy market. The
following day, US Treasury Secretary
Scott Bessent announced the lifting of

all restrictions on approximately 100
million barrels of Russian oil currently
in transit, following last week's waiver
on India’s purchases of Russian oil
"already stranded at sea."

On February 28, the United States
and Israel launched strikes on targets
in Iran, including in Tehran, causing
damage and civilian casualties. Iran
responded by striking Israeli territory

and US military facilities in the Middle
East.

The escalation around Iran has led to
the de facto halt of traffic in the Strait
of Hormuz, a key route for deliveries of
oil and liquefied natural gas from the
Persian Gulf countries to the global
market, affecting oil exports and pro-
duction in the region.

Sputnik

Death toll from Kenya flooding rises to 71

NAIROBI March 17

The number of people killed in recent
flooding in Kenya has risen to 71, police
confirmed on Tuesday.

Police said more than half of the deaths
occurred in parts of Nairobi, the Kenyan
capital, where poor drainage, blocked
rivers, and weak enforcement of building
regulations exacerbated the situation.

"The cumulative number of fatalities
has now risen to 71, with five additional
deaths recorded. Nairobi remains the
hardest-hit region, with 36 victims,"
National Police Service Spokesperson
Michael Muchiri Nyaga said in a state-

ment issued in Nairobi.

Heavy rainfall has triggered flood-
ing in several parts of the country, lead-
ing to road closures, property damage,
displacement, and distress among
affected communities.

With rains expected to continue across
the country, Nyaga urged the public to
exercise extreme caution and vigilance,
and to strictly follow updates and safety
advisories issued by the Kenya Meteoro-
logical Department and other relevant
government agencies.

The warning comes as the Kenya
Meteorological Department forecasts

contlnued rainfall across the country
this week, with intensity expected to
increase from Thursday as the long

rains gradually build toward their April
peak.

Xinhua

2 shot dead in bistro near Frankfurt

Airport in Germany

BERLIN March 17

Two people were shot dead early
Tuesday at a bistro in Raunheim near
Frankfurt Airport in Germany, local
police said.

An armed individual entered the venue
at around 3:45 a.m. local time (0245
GMT) and opened fire on the victims,
who died at the scene from their injuries,
apolice spokesperson said, citing initial
findings.

The suspect fled after the shooting and
remains at large. Police have launched

a large-scale manhunt since early
morning, deploying numerous officers
and cordoning off the area.

The motive for the shooting remains
unclear, and it is not known whether
the suspect had any connection to the
bistro, the police said, adding that the
victims had not yet been identified.

Raunheim is a town southwest of
Frankfurt with a population of around
17,000. According to local media, the
bistro is located on the ground floor of
a two-storey building. Xinhua

8 killed, 157 injured in UAE amid escalating
regional tensions: defence ministry

ABU DHABI March 17

Eight nationals of the United Arab
Emirates (UAE), Pakistan, Nepal, Ban-
gladesh and Palestine have been killed,
and 157 residents of multiple nationalities
have suffered minor to severe injuries
in the UAE amid the recent escalating
regional tensions, the UAE's Defence
Ministry said Tuesday.

Since the start of what the ministry
described as Iranian attacks, the UAE's
air defence systems have engaged a total
of 314 ballistic missiles, 15 cruise missiles

and 1,672 drones, the ministry said.

It said the air defence systems inter-
cepted 10 ballistic missiles and 45 drones
launched toward the country on Tuesday
alone.

Earlier in the day, authorities in Abu
Dhabi confirmed that one person was
killed by shrapnel after a missile inter-
ception. The ministry said that it re-
mains fully prepared to deal with any
threats and will firmly confront any
attempts to undermine the country's
security. Xinhua
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive
activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.
3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives
and property of innocent people.

IEA: EVs Supported 500 percent Growth for Lithium-Ion Batteries

The lithium-ion battery sector
has seen a sixfold expansion in
global deployment since 2020,
driving the market to a valuation
of US$-150bn, the IEA says.

Yet beneath this figure lies a
more nuanced picture of the
technology that is rapidly trans-
forming transport and energy
systems worldwide.

The IEA's analysis found that
the battery market's expansion
is predominantly driven by sur-
ging EV demand, which repre-
sents more than 70 percent of
deployment.

Today, that proportion has
plummeted to under 5 percent.

Declining costs

Reduced costs accelerated
lithium battery uptake, but also
uncovered some challenging
realities about the market's
long-term viability.

During 2024, average battery
prices decreased by 8 percent,
driven down by manufacturing
efficiency and intense compe-
tition among producers.

Grid storage system prices fell
to one-third of their 2020 levels,
rendering batteries equally
competitive with gas peaker
plants in certain markets.

However, these reductions
have arrived with clear geogra-
phical implications.

The IEA found that Chinese
battery packs were sold at app-
roximately 30 percent below
their American counterparts
and 35 percent cheaper than
European pricing.

Additionally, lithium iron pho-
sphate (LFP) batteries expe-
rienced price drops exceeding
15 percent, while nickel-rich
alternatives saw reductions be-
low 5 percent.

Consequently, LFP batteries
now cost 40 percent less than
nickel-manganese-cobalt va-
riants and dominate more than
half the EV market, alongside
more than 90 percent of grid
storage worldwide.

While procurement teams
may welcome this development,

the IEA cautions that these
reduced prices could prove unsu-
stainable, with numerous pro-
ducers operating at a loss.
China's manufacturing
dominance

The EU and US made modest
contributions to the balance,
yet both import the majority
of their battery components
from China, indicating that
dependency runs throughout
the supply chain.

The IEA says that 70 percent
of EVs manufactured outside
China contain batteries or com-
ponents obtained from Chinese
suppliers, while more than 90
percent of battery storage sys-
tems globally rely on LFP cells
manufactured in China.

Beijing's export restrictions
on essential battery compon-
ents, initially introduced in 2023,
have started to highlight these
vulnerabilities by targeting the
most fragile elements in non-
Chinese supply chains.

Korean manufacturers are

rushing to establish LFP produ-
ction capabilities as an alterna-
tive, yet they face formidable
competition from established
Chinese producers in an over-
supplied marketplace.
Higher production costs

Production capacity in Europe
and the US has been growing.

Both regions have attracted
battery sector investments over
the past three years, leveraging
the expanding EV sector to
ensure demand.

However, the IEA found that

production expenses in the EU
and US can exceed Chinese
costs by as much as 50 percent.

Replicating the efficiency of
Chinese manufacturing, where
yields regularly surpass 90 per-
cent, will demand years of sus-
tained investment.

This is because emerging
producers typically generate
far more material waste than
established operations, making
profitability challenging until
processes fully develop.

EVmeg

Building a Unified EV Ecosystem Through Standardisation

The early EV landscape grew
in fits and starts: energetic,
fast-moving, but loosely coor-
dinated. New charging sites
appeared at an impressive rate,
each built on slightly different
assumptions about how vehicles
and infrastructure should in-
teract. It was enough to get the
market moving, but the lack of
alignment was always going to
catch up.

That wait is now over. The
shift towards a single-connector
standard marks the end of that
improvisational phase, and the
focusis no longer on choice, but
on convergence. This stage is
slower to headline, perhaps,
but essential.

Converging the ecosystem

The first wave of charging ex-
pansion rewarded scale rather
than refinement. But a wide
footprint did not guarantee a
smooth experience. A driver
could plug into three chargers
in the same car park and get

three different outcomes. That
was the cost of parallel growth
with little coordination.

Standardisation changes the
scorecard. When the behaviour
of chargers converges, networks
can be judged on performance
rather than presence. It beco-
mes much harder to hide incon-
sistency when everyone is expe-
cted to play by the same rules,
and it's easier for operators to
compare themselves honestly
against the market.

T

The importance of
interoperability
Charging only feels simple
when it works. Behind a smooth
charging session lies a rapid
negotiation, voltage limits, hand-
shake timing, safety permissi-
ons, cooling expectations and
authentication protocols. Dozens
of decisions happen in seconds
and a misstep in any one of them
can bring the whole exchange
to a halt.
Continuous interoperability

testing is the work of preventing
those silent misfires. A standard
may be stable on paper, yet stre-
ssed in practice by individual
OEM interpretations or chan-
ges that arrive through upda-
tes rather than new hardware.
Challenging interoperability
based on standards creates
alignment across the industry/
marketspace.
New standards require
new skill sets

A technician working today
must switch between electrical
troubleshooting, communica-
tion-stack behaviour, firmware
context and physical wear asse-
ssment, and then leave behind
adigital record that proves the
job was done to standards.

This work now aligns more
closely with metrology than
with traditional field service. It
requires judgment, arepeatable
method and enough understan-
ding to distinguish between
mechanical failure and software

conflict. Training must reflect
that reality. It cannot be optional
or assumed. If a chargeris ex-
pected to operate for a decade,
the workforce supporting it
must evolve across that same
span. Standardisation only
delivers value when support
is structured, not improvised.
A future defined by reliability
A mature charging ecosystem
will feel uneventful from the
driver’s side of the cable. That
is the mark of success. Public
charging becomes as ordinary
as a fuel stop and when it rea-
ches that state, adoption acce-
lerates on its own.
Standardisation is what ena-
bles that quiet outcome. It strips
away ambiguity. It reduces the
number of unknowns. It under-
pins predictable behaviour. The
more consistently chargers
speak the same electrical and
logical language, the closer the
market moves to that invisible
maturity. EVmeg
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NIA arrests six Ukrainians, g
one from US for plotting 20081
terror activities in India

Suspects picked up at airports in Delhi,
Kolkata, Lucknow, remanded in
custody by a Delhi court until Mar 27,

Written by: Nirbhay Thakur, Mahender Singh Manral

3minread New Delhi Updated: Mar 17, 2026 05:45 AM IST

The arrests, made in a coordinated operation by
multiple NIA teams last week, were made und
Section 18 of the Unlawful Activities (Preventioa
(UAPA), along with other relevant sections.
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