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Pantanaw Township ships sweet corns to Yangon market

PANTANAW June 2

Alarge number of sweet corns were
sold to Yangon market from Pantanaw
Township of Ayeyawady Region said
Daw Akyee Lay, the agricultural produce
trader in Pantanaw Township.

"A total of 95,000 cobs of locally grown
sweet corn from Pantanaw Township
were successfully sold to the Yangon
market”, she explained.

"Over the past month, a large quantity
of sweet corn from Pantanaw Township
was delivered to the Yangon market. The
demand from Yangon buyers for sweet
corn grown in Pantanaw has been strong,
which led to increased sales.As more

goods are being delivered and sold, it
is creating better job opportunities for
traders. The sweet corn that has been
exported is of good quality," said Daw
Akyee Lay, alocal agricultural produce
wholesale market entrepreneur from
Pantanaw Township.

Agricultural produce traders from
Pantanaw are purchasing locally grown
sweet corn and transporting it via cargo
trucks to redistribute and sell in the
Yangon market. The local sweet corn
is reportedly free from pests, and the
current market price ranges between
Ks-29,500 and Ks-31,000 per 100 cobs.

SMK

Green gram marketable ianyon
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KYONPYAW June 2

Green gram produced by Kyonpyaw
Township of Ayeyawady Region are
marketable due to high demand of
merchants, said Daw Yi Yi Tun, the
pulses and bean trader in Kyonpyaw
Township.

Since the first week of May this year,

N2

there has been strong demand for
green gram in Kyonpyaw Township,
and trading activity has been good. It
is reported that this strong demand
is due to increased purchasing from
the Yangon market for green grams
produced in the region.

"Not only are the local markets, but also

pyaw Township

buyers from other regions purchasing
green grams produced here. The dem-
and has noticeably increased since
around the first week of May. Along with
this growing demand, prices have also
slightly improved. Green grams from
this region are now being bought up by
the Yangon market. Due to the decline
in overall bean production, buyers are
actively purchasing, and sales have
become lively," said Daw Yi Yi Tun,
a trader and owner of a bean trading
business in Kyonpyaw Township.

It is reported that the price for a
16-basket (pail) bag of green gram in
Kyonpyaw Township has reached as
high as Ks-167,000. Local agricultural
commodity traders in the region are
mainly transporting and selling their
produce to the Yangon market. In addition
to green gram, they are also selling
matpe (black gram), cowpeas, sesame,
rice, and other seasonal products.

SMK

More than 7,000 acres of sunflower reaped in Monywa Township

MONYWA June 2

Local farmers have reaped 7,843
acres of sunflower planted in cold sea-
son in Monywa Township of Sagaing
Region, according to the township agri-
culture department.

In Monywa Township, during the
winter crop growing season, sunflower
crops were cultivated on up to 7,843
acres. It is reported that harvesting of
these sunflower fields began in January
this year and has been fully completed
as of today, with a yield of 24.53 baskets
per acre.

"The total area of sunflower cultivation

in Monywa Township during the winter
crop season reached 7,843 acres. At
present, all of these fields have been
fully harvested. We’ve managed to cul-
tivate more than the initially projected
acreage. In order to reduce the import of
palm oil from abroad, we are expanding
the cultivation of oil-producing crops
like sunflower. Sunflowers yield more
oil per acre compared to other oil crops
like groundnuts and sesame. Sunflowers
are cultivated exclusively during the
winter," said U Soe Thet Aung, Head of
the Township Department of Agricul-
ture.

To promote the expansion of sunflower
cultivation in Monywa Township, the
Township Department of Agriculture has
been intensifying educational training
programmes to enhance the capacity
of both agricultural staff and farmers
planning to grow sunflowers.

Township authorities have managed
distribution of quality sunflower seeds
to farmers and sales of urea fertilizer at
fair price to farmers. Moreover, quality
seeds of sunflower were exchanged
among farmers to increase per-acre
yield of crops.

SMK

Number of
nipa thatching
sent to

Yangon market

NGAPUTAW June 2

Businesspersons from Ngaputaw
Township of Ayeyawady Region sent a
large number of sheets of nipa thatch
to Yangon market said Daw Ni Ni Win,
the owner of nipa thatching trading in
Ngaputaw Township.

Ngaputaw Township is a region where
nipa palm thrives, and the harvested nipa
thatch is being sold not only in the local
market but also in the Yangon market.
As of this year, a total of 850,000 sheets
of nipa thatch were exported and sold
within a single month.

“A large volume of nipa thatch was
exported and sold to the Yangon market
within a month. The nipa thatch exported
from this region is not only in high
demand but also of good quality. Over
the past month, demand from the Yangon
market has been strong. Thanks to this
strong demand, local nipa palm plant
cultivators and nipa thatch workers
have been experiencing better condi-
tions," said Daw Ni Ni Win, a nipa trad-
ing operator from Ngaputaw Town-
ship.

In Ngaputaw Township, nipa plant
cultivation is widely practised by locals
from 14 villages. Currently, the price of
100 sheets of nipa thatch has reached
up to Ks-26,500. Due to the increasing
demand for nipa thatch, cultivators,
thatch workers, and trading operators
are reportedly doing well.

SK
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Danubyu Township sells 75,000 baskets of Manaw
Thukha paddy to Yangon market

DANUBYU June 2

Businesspersons from Danu-
byu Township of Ayeyawady
Region supplied 75,000 baskets
of Manaw Thukha paddy to
Yangon market said Daw Htet
Htet Khaing, the businessperson
engaging in rice and paddy
trading in Danubyu Township.

They could sell 75,000 baskets
of Manaw Thukha paddy to
Yangon. Such a paddy is inclu-
ded in the premium paddy
strains.

Daw Htet Htet Khaing said:
“We sent a large volume of
Manaw Thukha paddy to Yangon
within one month. We emphasize
sales of agricultural produce to
Yangon. Due to high demand
from Yangon, we could send
larger volume of paddy. Now,

paddy prices are on the rise
We send the paddy to Yangon
through both land route and
waterway.”

Manaw Thukha paddy fetc—
hes Ks-1.61 million per 100 bas-
kets in Yangon market. Higher
prices of the paddy help local

farmers and those in production
chain have convenient liveli-
hoods.

SMK

Larger volume of 75-day paddy strain sent to Yangon
from Mawlamyinegyun Township

MAWLAMYINEGYUN June 2

Local businesspersons from Mawlamyinegyun Township of
Ayeyawady Region could ship larger volume of 75-day paddy
strain to Yangon market within two and a half months, said Daw
Yi Yi, the rice and paddy trader in Mawlamyinegyun Township.

In the past month, over 85,000 baskets of 75-day paddy variety
have been sold in the Yangon market. The majority of rice, paddy,
and other agricultural products sent to the Yangon market come
from Mawlamyinegyun Township. The 75-day paddy strain is
considered a premium paddy variety. Due to high demand from
buyers in Yangon, the volume of shipments has increased.

Currently, paddy prices are still rising. There are ongoing
negotiations and arrangements for large purchases of this
paddy variety in Yangon this month as well. Compared to other
paddy types, the 75-day paddy variety has seen higher trading
volumes both in the past month and at present," said Daw Yi Yi.

In the past month alone, the 75-day paddy variety exported
from Mawlamyinegyun Township to the Yangon market has been
priced as high as Ks-1.55 million per 100 baskets. The strong
sales of this paddy variety have provided job opportunities for
farmers, traders, transport laborers, and truck rental operators.

SK

K1tchen Crops harvested in Pwmtbyu Townshlp with high yield
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viss per acre and garlic, 2,950
Viss per acre.

Daw Moe Moe Wai, Head
of the Township Agriculture
Department, disclosed: “All
sown acreage of kKitchen crops
has been harvested in Pwint-
byu Township. Local farmers
follow GAP system in growing
the crops for ensuring food
security of the people. Pest did
not hit the crop plantations, so
these crops boosted per-acre
yield.”

Local authorities earmarked
2,525 acres of kitchen crops in
the township but farmers plan-

PWINTBYU June 2

As Kkitchen crops planted
in winter has been harvested
at cent per cent in Pwintbyu
Township of Magway Region,
high yield of crops helps local

farmers enjoy socio-economic
development, according to
Pwintbyu Township Agriculture
Department.

Local farmers planted 992
acres of chilli, 1,148 acres of

onion and 38 acres of garlic,
totalling 2,178 acres in winter
in Pwintbyu Township. As
they have harvested all sown
acreage of crops, chilli yielded
752 viss per acre, onion 5,510

ted 2,178 acres of crops. Officials
of the Township Agriculture
Department helped local far-
mers produce healthy crops
with least chemical residue.
SMK
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Farmers finish
reaping of
maize and
sweet corns

in Kawlin
District

KAWLIN June 2

Local farmers are harvesting
1,433 acres of maize and sweet
corns in Kawlin District of
Sagaing Region, according to
the statistics of Kawlin District
Agriculture Department.

During the winter cropping
season, a total of 1,433 acres
were successfully cultivated
with maize and sweet corn
in Kawlin District of Sagaing
Region.

The harvest of these sweet
corn fields began in January of
this year and continued up to
today. It is reported that from
the harvested fields, 19 acres
of maize yielded an average of
36.16 baskets peracre, while 1,414
acres of sweet corn produced
over 21,000 corncobs per acre.

U Win Thein, Head of Kawlin
District Department of Agricul-
ture, stated, "During the winter
cropping season in Kawlin
District, a total of 1,433 acres
of sweet corn were cultivated. "

The harvest completion by
township in Kawlin District was
seven acres of maize and 382
acres of sweet corns in Kawlin
Township, 12 acres of maize
and 1,024 acres of sweet corns
in Wuntho Township, and eight
acres of sweet corns in Pinlebu
Township.

To support farmers growing
maize and sweet corn in Kawlin
District, the relevant Township
Agriculture Departments
provided training courses,
held field demonstrations, and
promoted preventive measures
against pests. They also taught
integrated pest management
practices, including the use
of neem-based pesticides and
natural remedies like ginger
and chili-based sprays, as part
of agricultural education efforts.

Local farmers need to cost
Ks-500,000 per acre for maize,
yielding more than 50 baskets
per acre and more than Ks-
500,000 per acre for cultivation
of sweet corns which yield 15,000
cobs per acre.

SK
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8 injured in
Colorado

“targeted
terror attack”

LOS ANGELES June 2

Eight people were injured
Sunday in "a targeted terror
attack" in Boulder, Colorado,
authorities said.

The suspect was identified as
Mohamed Sabry Soliman, said
Mark Michalek, special agent
in charge of the FBI's Denver
office, on Sunday evening at a
news conference.

Boulder police confirmed
Sunday night that eight people,
namely four women and four
men, were injured in the attack.
Officials initially told news outlets
that six victims had been taken
to hospitals.

The 45-year-old suspect was
allegedly heard yelling "Free
Palestine"while using a "makeshift
flamethrower" during the attack.
He was also reportedly heard
yelling "They are killers" and
"How many children you killed."

Boulder Police Chief Stephen
Redfearn said at a news confer-
ence that Boulder dispatch rece-
ived several calls reporting an in-
cident at the county courthouse
in downtown Boulder at approxi-
mately 1:26 p.m. local time (1926
GMT).

Police officers found several
victims suffering from burns and
other injuries upon arriving at
the scene.

An organizer with Run For
Their Lives, a group that holds
weekly walks to raise awareness
about Israeli hostages held in
Gaza - toldlocal television station
KUSA that a man was waiting
with bottles when they arrived
at the historic courthouse near
13th and Pearl Streets.

The suspect threw the bottles,
burning multiple people, includ-
ing a woman who was severely
injured and had to roll on the
ground to extinguish the flames,
according to the report.

One of the victims is a Holoc-
aust survivor, said the report.

In a social media post, FBI
Director Kash Patel said, "We are
aware of and fully investigating
a targeted terror attack in
Boulder, Colorado."

White House deputy chief of
staff for policy and homeland
security advisor Stephen Miller
said in a social media post that
the terror attack was committed
by "anillegal alien." Xinhua
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Iran ready to prove peaceful nature of its nuclear program -
Foreign Minister

TEHRAN June 2

Iranis ready to take measures
to prove the peaceful nature of
its nuclear program, and will
not under any circumstances
give up its right to uranium
enrichment, Iranian Foreign
MInister Abbas Araghchi has
announced.

"Iran is ready to take mea-
sures to prove the peaceful
nature of its nuclear program.
Iran is not going to give up its

nuclear program. Uranium
enrichment is our right based
on international agreements,
and this right cannot be taken
away from us. We will not accept
any demands that go against the
rights of the Iranian people,"
Araghchi told reporters Monday
after talks with his Egyptian
counterpart, Badr Abdelatty,
in Cairo.

Iran supports the Internatio-
nal Atomic Energy Agency's

(IAEA) proposal to create a
nuclear-weapons-free zone in
the Middle East, the top Iranian
diplomat said, adding that Iran
was "one of the architects of that
initiative" and was seeking to
implement it as well. Araghchi
said he held a meeting on this
issue with IAEA Director Gene-
ral Rafael Grossi.

Separately on Monday, For-
eign Ministry spokesman Es-
maeil Baghaei announced that

Iran will respond to the US's
latest nuclear offer "based on
the principles and rights of the
Iranian nation," and will not
bend to radical and maximalist
demands.
Iran supports and is pursuing
a nuclear weapons-free West
Asia, and Israel "is the only
obstacle to the realization of a
region free from nuclear arms,"
Baghaei said.
Sputnik

Finnair cancels dozens of flights amid strike at Helsinki Airport

HELSINKI June 2

Finnish carrier Finnair can-
celled around 50 flights on Mon-
day as a strike disrupted opera-
tions at Helsinki Airport, national
broadcaster Yle reported.

The walkout by members of
the Finnish Aviation Union (IAU)
affected ground handling and
catering services throughout
the day. Finnair estimated that
approximately 3,600 passengers
would be impacted and said
it would offer rebookings or

refunds to those whose flights
were cancelled.

The industrial dispute between
the IAU and aviation employer
organisation Palta has remained
unresolved since late January.
While most air transport emplo-
yee groups have accepted pay
increases in line with national
agreements, the IAU is demand-
ing higher raises.

The union has also announced
additional strike action for
Wednesday. Xinhua

Ukraine, Russia conclude Istanbul peace talks with positive outcomes

ISTANBUL June 2

The latest round of peace
talks between Ukraine and
Russia, held in Istanbul on Mon-
day under Turkish mediation,
concluded with what officials
described as some positive
developments, particularly on
humanitarian matters.

Turkish Foreign Ministry
Spokesperson OncuKeceli con-
firmed that the talks, held

behind closed doors, "did not
end negatively."

Following the talks, Ukrainian
Defense Minister Rustem
Umerov, who led the Ukrainian
delegation, stated at a press
conference that the two sides
had reached concrete humani-
tarian outcomes in the talks.

Umerov said during the talks
Ukraine presented its agenda
to Russia, proposing a 30-day

unconditional ceasefire, along-
side the release of prisoners
and the return of young soldiers
and children.

Moscow will return Ukraine
6,000 bodies of fallen soldiers,
said Russian Presidential Aide
Vladimir Medinsky after the
peace talks. Moscow and Kiev
agreed to exchange all heavily
wounded and 18-25-year-old
soldiers, while Moscow proposed

todeclare a ceasefire with Ukraine
for two to three days at some
areas of the front line, he added.

The two countries last held
direct talks on May 16 in Is-
tanbul -- their first face-to-face
negotiations since March 2022.
During that meeting, the two
sides agreed to exchange 1,000
prisoners each, marking the
largest prisoner swap since
the start of the conflict. Xinhua

Gaza calls Israeli video on Rafah aid attack fabrlcated after
31 civilians killed

MOSCOW June 2

The Gaza Strip's authorities
have rejected Israel's account
of a recent incident near a
humanitarian aid distribution
point in Rafah where dozens
were killed, saying it was not
the result of clashes but rather
adeliberate attack by the Israeli
military against Palestinian
civilians.

On Sunday, the Gaza Health
Ministry said at least 21 people
died and 158 others were injured
at the Rafah aid station in an

attack carried out by Israel.
The Israel Defense Forces
(IDF) responded by sharing
footage depicting armed people
throwing stones and firing at
the people who came to the
aid distribution site, insisting
it was not the Israeli military
that opened fire.

"The Israeli occupation publi-
shes a fabricated misleading
video to cover upits brutal crime
in which 31 civilians were killed
and 200 others were injured in
front of the so-called Israeli-

American humamtarlan aid
distribution centers in Rafah,"
the Gaza administration said on
Telegram, pointing out that the

v1de0 was reahzed more than
15 hours after the incident and
contradicts eyewitness accounts
and field data. Sputnik
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and property of innocent people.

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive
activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.
3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

What is renewable energy storage (and why is it important for reaching net zero)?

Renewable energy plays a key role in
the journey to net zero carbon emissions,
helping to reduce the demand for fossil
fuels by providing cleaner sources of
energy.

But as the world derives an increasing
amount of its electricity from these
renewable energy sources, there’s a
growing need for technologies that can
capture and store it.

Why does renewable energy need
to be stored?

Renewable energy generation mainly
relies on naturally-occurring factors —
hydroelectric power is dependent on
seasonal river flows, solar power on
the amount of daylight, wind power on
the consistency of the wind — meaning
that the amounts being generated will
be intermittent.

Similarly, the demand for energy isn’t
constant either, as people generally tend
to use different amounts of energy at
different times of the day and the year.

How would storing renewable
energy help to reach net zero?

Unlike fossil fuels, renewable energy
creates clean power without producing
greenhouse gases (GHGs) as a waste
product. By storing and using renewable
energy, the system as a whole can rely
less on energy sourced from the more
greenhouse-gas emitting fuels like coal,
natural gas or oil.

What are other benefits of storing
renewable energy?

A key benefit of being able to store
this energy is that it helps to prevent
renewable resources from going to
waste.

There are times when the amount of
electricity being generated by renewables
can exceed the amount that’s needed
at the time. When this happens, some
renewable generators may need to curtail
their outputs in order to help the system
remain ‘balanced’ —i.e. when electricity
supply meets demand — meaning that an
opportunity to generate clean electricity
has essentially gone to waste.

What technologies are used for
renewable energy storage?

Energy storage technologies work
by converting renewable energy to and
from another form of energy.

These are some of the different
technologies used to store electrical
energy that’s produced from renewable
sources:

1. Pumped hydroelectricity
energy storage

Pumped hydroelectric energy storage,
or pumped hydro, stores energy in the
form of gravitational potential energy
of water. When demand is low, surplus
electricity from the grid is used to pump
water up into an elevated reservoir. When
demand increases, the wateris released
to flow down through turbines to alower
reservoir, producing hydroelectric power
for the grid as it does so.

2. Electrochemical battery
energy storage

Electrochemical batteries store energy
by separating positive and negative
charges in rechargeable cells. Different
types of electrochemical battery storage
technology include:

e Lithium-ion battery storage

Government and developers are
investing substantially in the creation
of huge lithium-ion batteries to store
energy for times when supply outstrips
demand. Lithium battery technologies
are diverse to address custom needs for
flexibility, modularity, and size, as well as
being relatively inexpensive. However
these batteries do degrade over time
and present unique fire management
challenges.

* Flow battery storage

Flow batteries’ cells consist of two
charged liquids separated by a mem-
brane. Surplus electrical energy is used
to ‘reduce’ the liquid charge state of
one and ‘oxidise’ that of the other to
efficiently store energy. The process
is then reversed to recover electricity
with low loss.

This flowing reduction-oxidation
operation—known as ‘redox flow’ —allows
the batteries to store large amounts
of energy for long durations and be
cycled many times without degradation.
However, they do have a relatively large
project footprint.

3. Thermal and Phase Transition
energy storage

While not limited to renewable energy,
storing excess energy as heat for the
longer term is a huge opportunity for
industry, where most of the process heat
that’s used in food and drink, textiles
or pharmaceuticals comes from the
burning of fossil fuels.

Liquifying rock or superheating sand
and water mixtures can be used to
store thermal energy. Thermal energy

N7 .MSE‘ ~ L_.‘-l — L
storage technologies include:

* Liquid-to-air transition energy storage

Surplus grid electricity is used to chill
ambient air to the point that it liquifies.
This ‘liquid air’ is then turned back into
gas by exposing it to ambient air or
using waste heat to harvest electricity
from the system. The expanding gas
can then be used to power turbines,
creating electricity as needed.

* Thermal sand batteries

Finnish researchers have developed
and installed the world’s first fully
working ‘sand battery’, which can store
power for months at a time. Using low-
grade sand, the device is charged up
with heat made from cheap electricity
from solar or wind. The sand stores the
heat at around 500°C, which can then
warm homes in winter when energy is
more expensive.

4. Mechanical energy storage

This type of energy storage converts
the potential energy of highly compressed
gases, elevated heavy masses or rapidly
rotating kinetic equipment.

Different types of mechanical energy
storage technology include:

» Compressed air energy storage

Compressed air energy storage has
been around since the 1870s as an option
to deliver energy to cities and industries
on demand. The process involves using
surplus electricity to compress air,
which can then be decompressed and
passed through a turbine to generate
electricity when needed.

* Gravity storage

A ‘gravity battery’ works by using
excess electrical energy from the grid to
raise a mass, such as a block of concrete,
generating gravitational potential energy.
When electrical energy is required,
the mass is lowered, converting this
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potential energy into power through
an electric generator.

Pumped-storage hydroelectricity is a
type of gravity storage, since the water
is released from a higher elevation to
produce energy.

* Flywheel energy storage

Flywheel energy storage devices turn
surplus electrical energy into kinetic
energy in the form of heavy high-velocity
spinning wheels. To avoid energy losses,
the wheels are kept in a frictionless
vacuum by a magnetic field, allowing
the spinning to be managed in a way
that creates electricity when required.

* Pumped heat electrical storage

Pumped heat storage uses surplus
electricity to power a heat pump that
transports heat from a ‘cold store’ to a
‘hot store’ - similar to how a refrigerator
works. The heat pump can then be
switched to recover the energy, taking it
from the hot store and placing it in the
cold store. This produces mechanical
work, which is used to power a generator.

5. Hydrogen electrolysis

Hydrogen electrolysis produces hydro-
gen gas by passing surplus electrical
current through a chemical solution.
This hydrogen gas is then compressed
tobe stored in underground tanks. When
needed, this process can be reversed
to produce electricity from the stored
hydrogen.

Hydrogen can be physically stored as
either a gas or liquid and even adhered
directly to solids. As a gas, hydrogen
storage requires high-pressure tanks,
while liquid hydrogen requires storage
at cryogenic temperatures to prevent it
boiling back into a gas. Hydrogen may
also be stored on the surface of solid mat-
erials (known as adsorption), or within
them (known as absorption). NG
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