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President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar U Min Aung Hlaing
formally opens 27 Myanmar Traditional Cultural Performing Arts
Competition, delivers keynote address
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NAY PYI TAW October 21

The opening ceremony of
the 27% Myanmar Traditional
Cultural Performing Arts Com-
petition took place at Myanmar
International Convention Cen-
ter (1) in Nay Pyi Taw this morn-
ing. President of the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar U
Min Aung Hlaing formally open-
ed the ceremony and delivered
the keynote address.

Present on the occasion were
President U Min Aung Hlaing
and wife Daw Kyu Kyu Hla, Vice
President U Nyo Saw and wife
Daw San San Aye, Vice Presi-
dent Daw Nan Ni Ni Aye, Pyithu
Hluttaw Speaker U Khin Yi
and wife, Union Chief Justice

U Tha Htay, Commander-in-
Chief of Defence Services Ge-
neral Ye Win Oo and wife,
union level dignitaries, union
ministers and wives,senior
military officers from the Office
of the Commander-in-Chief
and wives, the Nay Pyi Taw
Council chairman, the Nay Pyi
Taw Command commander,
deputy ministers, members
of the steering committee
and subcommittees to hold
the competition, region/state
ministers, judges, supervisors,
coaches, supporters, national
brethren contestants from re-
gions and states, and officials.

Vice President U Nyo Saw,
Patron of the steering com-

President U Min Aung Hlaing addresses the opening cerembny of the 27 Myamﬁar 'H'adition Cultural Performing J

Arts Competition.

mittee Vice President Daw
Nan Ni Ni Aye, Pyithu Hluttaw
Speaker U Khin Yi, Commander-
in-Chief of Defence Services

l President U Min Aung Hlaing greets judges of the 27" Myanmar Traditional Cultural Performing Arts Competition. J

General Ye Win Oo, and Chair-
man of the steering committee
Union Minister for Culture, Hotel
and Tourism U Khin Maung Soe
formally opened the ceremony
by cutting a ribbon.

President of the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar
U Min Aung Hlaing unveiled
the signboard of the opening
ceremony by pressing the
automatic button.

Schoolgirls welcomed the
President, his wife, and party
with dances and music featur-
ing traditional costumes and
dances representing the Pyu,
Bagan, Inwa, Konbaung, Yada-
nabon, and modern eras, and
contestants from regions and
states, with dances of ethnic
peoples Kachin, Kayah, Kayin,
Chin, Bamar, Mon, Rakhine,
and Shan.

At the second part of the
ceremony, artistess from the
Fine Arts Department, the
Ministry of Culture, Hotel and
Tourism staged a song “the
beauty of Myanmar culture”
in honour of the competition.

In his keynote address, the
President said the history, lite-
rature, language, customs, cul-
ture and art of a country play
animportant role in portraying
its dignity and national chara-
cteristics. Art represents the
emotion, thoughts, social lives
and values of human. It also
serves as a vital medium in
relaying historical heritage
from one generation to another.

A study of the history of the
Myanmar Traditional Cultural
Performing Arts Competition
shows the evolution of culture,

SEE PAGE - 22
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reflecting ancient lifestyles
and traditional customs throu-
ghout the Pyu, Bagan, and Kon-
baung eras. Apart from digg-
ing the past, the cultural legacy
provides today’s new generation
with many areas to explore and
study and the future generations
with valuable heritage.

The competition began in
1993, and since the time it has
been playing a crucial role in
systematically preserving and
promoting Myanmar traditional
culture, bringing about artists,
and relaying knowledge to new
generation. The competition
was suspended for a five-year
period from 2017 to 2021 after
the 227 competition in 2016.
The 23" competition could only
be held again in 2022. Since
then, the competition has con-
tinued, reaching the 27" edition
in 2026.

The State is organizing the
Myanmar Traditional Cultural
Performing Arts Competition
under specific policy objectives
aimed at instilling key values
in all citizens. These goals
include raising patriotic spirit
and national pride, preserving
Myanmar's traditional cultural
heritage and national identity,
and fostering the continued
flourishing and propagation
of authentic Myanmar music,
dance, and traditional arts.
Additionally, the policy focuses
on promotes the mental deve-
lopment of youth while preven-
ting the dominance of foreign
cultures.The competition is
not held just to win awards, but
serve as an important tradition
for ensuring the survival of
Myanmar’s traditional arts,
bringing forth talented artists,
and inspiring the younger
generation to value and preserve
their own cultural heritage.

The four branches of Myan-
mar’s traditional performing

.............................................................................................................. 22-10-2026

l President U Min Aung Hlaing and wife Daw Kyu Kyu Hla being welcomed by dance troupes. J

arts—singing, dancing, com-
position and music—are each
important in their own right
while also being interconnect-
ed and mutually supportive.
Systematically preserving and
promoting these branches will
further develop and enhance
the essence and quality of
Myanmar’s arts.

The main purpose of holding
national-level competitions in
singing, dancing, composition
and music is not to determine
winners and losers among arti-
stes. Rather, the competitions
aim to create opportunities for
systematic learning and study
of the arts, identify and nurture
talented individuals, facilitate
the exchange of artistic experi-
ences, and raise the overall
standard of the arts.

It will also be necessary to
continue providing further
training and instruction to
talented individuals emerging
from the competitions, creating
appropriate opportunities for
them, and passing on the experi-
ence and knowledge of senior
artists to the next generation.

In particular, younger gene-
rations need to understand the
historical background, meaning
and essence of traditional arts.

Only with such an understand-
ing will they be able to preserve
traditional values in their own
creative works while also creat-
ing and presenting artistic
works that are in keeping with
the times.

Inthe present era, technologi-
cal advancements have broad-
ened opportunities for artistic
creation, documentation and
dissemination. If these opport-
unities are utilized appro-
priately, they can help foster
greater interest in Myanmar’s
arts among young people and
introduce them to internatio-
nal audiences. It is therefore
strongly urged that efforts be
made to continuously enhance
artistic skills and standards and
pass on the distinctive beauty
of Myanmar’s arts to future
generations.

Each artist participating in
today’s competition is urged to
demonstrate their abilities to
the fullest, make every effort
and continue learning and
improving their skills. They
are also encouraged to respect
one another; accept victory and
defeat with dignity, and learn
from one another’s strengths.
By doing so, the competition
will become not only a venue

for testing artistic abilities but
also a platform for promoting
professional development
and unity within the artistic
community.

Members of the judging panel
are also instructed to conduct
their assessments fairly and
transparently in accordance
with the prescribed rules and
evaluation criteria, assess the
abilities and creative works of
the contestants from an artistic
and professional perspective,
and provide necessary advice
and guidance.

Myanmar’s traditional arts
are a valuable cultural heritage
that reflects the nation’s identity.
Preserving and safeguarding
this heritage is the responsibi-
lity of the present generation,
while passing it on to future
generations in its full quality is
also a duty that must be fulfilled
through the collective efforts of
all concerned.

Therefore, artists, art enthu-
siasts, young people and all
relevant organizations are once
again urged to value, preserve
and safeguard Myanmar’s
traditional arts, continuously
study and learn various artistic
disciplines, work together to
nurture a new generation of

artists, and make sustained
efforts to enhance the quality
of Myanmar’s arts.

Itis believed and hoped that
the 27 Traditional Myanmar
Cultural Performing Arts Com-
petition, being held today, will
produce outstanding and talen-
ted artists and further contri-
bute to the preservation and
promotion of Myanmar’s tradi-
tional artistic heritage. Best
wishes are extended to all con-
testants for showcasing their
artistic abilities to the fullest
and achieving success in the
competition. It is also wished that
everyone enjoy good physical
and mental health and achieve
success in efforts to promote
the development of Myanmar’s
traditional arts and national
culture.

The Chairman of the Leading
Committee, Union Minister for
Culture, Hotels and Tourism
reported to the President
on preparations to hold the
competition.

After the ceremony, the
President, his wife and party
cordially greeted maestros
who will serve as members of
the panel of judges.

The 27" Traditional Myanmar
Cultural Performing Arts Com-
petition will be held with partici-
pation of more than 2,400 conte-
stants till 29 October under the
objectives: To enhance national
prestige, integrity, and preserve
the traditional cultural herit-
age of ethnic people; To prese-
rve national characteristics and
promote the national spirit,
cherishing traditional culture
among the younger generation;
Toexplore, preserve and promote
the sustainable development
of traditional Myanmar arts
able development of traditional
Myanmar arts; and To function
as a cultural and artistic insti-
tution that contribute to nation-
building. Myawady

Nyaungdon Township ships tilapia fish to Yangon market

NYAUNGDON October 21
Alarger volume of tilapia was
exported from Nyaungdon
Township, Ayeyawady Region,
to the Yangon market accord-
ing to Daw Khin Khin, an entre-

preneur running a fishery pro-
ducts trading depot in Nyaung-
don Township.

Up to 52,000 viss of tilapia
were exported and sold from
Nyaungdon Township to the

Yangon market. The price of
tilapia was as high as Ks-18,500
per viss.

“Tilapia from Nyaungdon
Township is being exported
and sold to the Yangon market.

Alarger volume was exported
and sold last month than pre-
viously, creating better employ-
ment opportunities and im-
proving livelihoods for people
involved in the fisheries sector

and related businesses. We are
systematically processing and
transporting locally produced
fishery products to prevent
spoilage,” said Daw Khin Khin.

SMK
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Tatmadaw columns assault terrorists based around Laungshay-Hlaingdok-Kyindwe
route, occupy Hlaingdok Village and continuously take area security measures to

reopen the route

NAY PYI TAW October 21

Tatmadaw columns have
been carrying out area security
operations to drive out and eli-
minate the combined forces of
the AA and CDF terrorist groups,
which have been engaging in
terror activities around the
Laungshay-Hlaingdok-Kyindwe
route, with the aim of reopen-
ing the route. Today, Hlaing-
dok Village along the route was
retaken and brought under
control.

The combined forces of the
AA and CDF terrorist groups
began launching attacks with
superior strengths in December
2023 against security troops
responsible for maintaining
security in Kyindwe Town, which

sive positions inside religious
buildings, hospitals, clinics,
schools and departmental build-
ings in the town, and carried out
explosions and acts of destruct-
ion. They broke into the homes
and shops of local residents
who had been temporarily dis-
placed and forcibly took away
valuables, food supplies and

[ The documents on Tatmadaw columns’ retaking control over villages and camp hillocks on Laungshay—Hlaingdok—]
Kyindwe route temporarily controlled by terrorists.

L

Swelwekyin Village

[ Bunkers, trenches and defensive trenches dug as bases by terrorists in villages and surrounding areas along the
ndwe communication route areas.

Laungshay-Hlaingdok-Kyi
— - T

l Defensive trenches and communication trenches built as camps by terrorists at the school in Swelwekyin Village. J

[ Arms, ammunition, mines and related equipment seized from terrorists.

R ——

-] - -

l Arms, ammunition and related equipment seized near Point 1059 hill. J

lies along the communication
route connecting Chin State and
Rakhine State. After temporarily
gaining control of the town,
these terrorists unlawfully com-
mitted acts of sabotage and de-
struction. As aresult, local resi-
dents, including children and
elderly people, were forced to
abandon their homes, buildings
and property and flee to safer
areas.

While temporarily occupying
Kyindwe Town, the terrorists

household items. In addition,
they entered and occupied
villages along the Hlaingdok-
Laungshay communication
route via Kyindwe and carried
out acts of sabotage, destroyed
roads and bridges through ex-
plosions, built fortified defensive
positions, planted landmines
along the route, collected extor-
tion money from vehicles trave-
lling along it, and arrested,
tortured and killed innocent
travellers. Due to restrictions

sport vehicles, the flow of goods
within the region came to a halt,
resulting in exorbitant increa-
ses in commodity prices. Local
ethnic residents have been suff-
ering severe hardship in meet-
ing their basic needs, while
regional development and
socio-economic conditions have
deteriorated significantly in
all aspects.

Therefore, to restore stability
and peace in the area and enable
local residents to live and work

columns made the necessary
preparations and regrouped
their forces in Laungshay before
splitting into separate columns
to conduct coordinated area
security operations aimed at
regaining control of the Laung-
shay-Hlaingdok-Kyindwe route,
which had been temporarily
occupied and controlled by
terrorist insurgents. Despite
numerous difficulties, the troops
fought courageously and made
daring sacrifices, risking their
lives and fighting resolutely
to drive out and eliminate the
terrorists. As aresult, they succe-
ssively recaptured Point 610 Hill
on 24 September, Yinke Village
on 25 September, Point 934 Hill
and Swelwekyin Village on 26
September, Point 1059 Hill on 29
September, Maswatwi Village
on 4 October, Point 1276 Hill on
8 October, and a terrorist camp

]

12,000 metres northeast of
Kyindwe Town, on 20 October.
It is reported that Hlaingdok
Village was retaken and brought
under control today, 210ctober.

Tatmadaw columns fought
valiantly, sacrificing their lives,
to recapture villages along the
route and positions occupied
by the combined forces of ter-
rorists. A total of 26 major and
minor clashes took place with
the terrorists, resulting in the
recovery of 11 bodies of enemy
combatants, 12 assorted wea-
pons, ammunition and related
equipment.

Itisreported that Tatmadaw
columns are continuing to step
up the necessary area security
operations to regain control of
and reopen the Laungshay-
Hlaingdok-Kyindwe communi-
cation route as soon as possible.
The route plays a vital role in
supporting the socio-economic
development of local residents
and facilitating the flow of goods.
In addition, the relevant offi-
cials from respective depart-
ments will work in cooperation
with local residents to carry
out necessary repairs to infra-
structure, roads and bridges
damaged by the acts of terro-
rists.

established temporary defen- on the passage of cargo tran- insafetyand security, Tatmadaw near Point 1732, approximately 100
[ Bunkers, trenches and defensive trenches dug as bases by terrorists in villages and surrounding areas along the Laungshay-Hlaingdok-Kyindwe communication route. ]
- - 5 TR T U e =5 e : - - ;ﬁ _ : _

l Defensive trenches, fences and temporary shelters built as the base by terrorists near Point 1059 Hill.

| lB and

communication trenes usedas es by terrorists o Point 567 Hlll.J
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Three Chinese nationals arrested with related equipment operating online fraud,
gambhng operatlons near Hopong Vlllage La1hka Townshlp

‘u o

Equipment and related paraphernalia seized from online fraud and gambhng
operations near Hopong Village, Laihka Township.

operations near Hopong Village, Laihka Township.

lEqulpment andrelated paraphernaha seized from online fraud and gambling

NAY PYI TAW October 21

The Government regards
the detection, prevention, and
deterrence of online fraud and
online gambling syndicates—
which pose severe threats to
the socio-economic wellbeing
of regional communities and
people worldwide—as a national
duty. In close coordination with
neighbouring governments,
authorities are taking effective
measures to identify, appre-
hend, and prosecute perpetra-
tors.

Acting on intelligence that

ek

Equipment and related paraphernalia seized from online fraud and gambling
operations near Hopong Village, Laihka Township.

online fraud and gambling acti-
vities were being conducted in

Laihka Township, southern
Shan State, joint security task

and clearance operations. At
approximately 10:40 am today,
near Hopong Village, located
about 30,000 metres southeast
of Laihka, security forces
uncovered makeshift facilities
used in cyber-fraud operations:
one temporary workshop tent
measuring 30 feet by 15 feet,
a large temporary living tent
(40ftx 15 ft), a smaller living tent
(20 ft x 15 ft), and a temporary
mess tent.Seized on site were
three Starlink satellite receiver
units, eight laptops, four power

stations, 20 mobile phones of
various models, seven network
switches, three networkrouters,
one large generator, 30 plastic
chairs, four folding tables, and
other related paraphernalia.
During further combing opera-
tions in the surrounding area,
joint teams detained three male
Chinese nationals.

Authorities confirmed that
following necessary interro-
gation and investigations, the
apprehended suspects will
face stern legal action under
existing laws. The confiscated
equipment and assets will also
be handled in line with esta-
blished procedures.

To eliminate online scams
and gambling activities and
prevent illicit syndicates from
establishing bases within My-
anmar, the government re-
mains actively committed to
anti-cybercrime initiatives in
close collaboration with neigh-
bouring countries, regional
counterparts, and international
bodies.

100

Systematic demolition of illegal buildings used in online scam/gambllng in
Shwe Kokko (Part-II) continues

NAY PYI TAW October 21
The government has placed
emphasis on combat against
online scams and gambling as
a national responsibility and
systematically carried out total
demolition of illegal buildings
in Shwe Kokko, where majority
of online scams and gambling
were operated, so that they
cannot be used in such crimes.
Indoing so,a 5-storeybuilding,
out of remaining buildings used
in online scams and gambling
in Shwe Kokko Part(I) tobe de-
molished with the use of machi-

nery, was knocked down up to
60 percent today.

Out of 63 buildings to be demo-
lished in Shwe Kokko (Part-II),
25 were classified to be knocked
down with the use of machinery,
four to be detonated and 34 to
be levelled down manually floor
by floor due to their proximity
to residential buildings and
systematic demolition works
were being carried out. Demolit-
ion works of four buildings to
be detonated and two to be de-
molished with the use of machin-
ery completed and plans are

H U
Sl

l Systematic demolition of a 5-storey illegal building used in online scams and gambling in Shwe Kokko (Part-II). J

underway to systematically de-
molish remaining 57 buildings.

In cooperation with neigh-
bouring and regional countries,

the government has placed a
special emphasis on comple-
te eradication of online scams
and gambling, which has posed

a threat on the global socio-
economic arena and national
security.

100

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive
activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.
3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives
and property of innocent people.
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