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Vice Chairman of State Administration Council
Deputy Prime Minister Vice-Senior General Soe Win
addresses meeting of National Committee on Social Protection

i

QUIBTIY A

e

{

Nay Pyi Taw February 24

The National Committee
on Social Protection held a
meeting at the Ministry of
Social Welfare, Relief and
Resettlement here this after-
noon, addressed by Chairman
of the committee Vice Chair-
man of State Administration
Council Deputy Prime Min-
ister Vice-Senior General
Soe Win.

Also present were vice
chairs of the committee,
union ministers, deputy min-
isters, the deputy auditor-
general, the permanent sec-
retary, directors general and
officials.

In his address, the Vice-
Senior General said today’s
meeting was the 8th meet-
ing of the committee. The
current social protection un-
dertakings must be further
broadened by applying year-
by-year improving work
implementation methods
through suggestions and
resolutions of the meeting.

The National Level
Social Protection Strategy
(2014) of Myanmar, adopted
for carrying out social pro-

|

|

tection activities is now ten
years old. Union minister
members of the committee
and departments must collect
the progress of work in con-
nection with the task of the
strategy during the ten-year
period, and must document
its pros and cons. This pro-
cess will enable the coming
governments to further im-
prove and widen social pro-
tection undertakings, which
has two parts. The first one is
the Social Insurance System,
set up with the funds propor-
tionately contributed by the
employers and employees
and State’s fair contribution,
and the social security teams
under the MoSWRR are ap-
plying this system. The sec-
ond is the Social Assistance
Scheme, set up by the State
funds and contributions of
well-wishers, and MoOSWRR
is implementing it. Today, the
MoSWRR’s undertakings
will be discussed.

With the aim of carry-
ing out social protection
undertakings in connection
with the international com-
munity and sharing the good

practices with other member
countries, Myanmar has been
cooperating with 338 bod-
ies of 163 countries of the
International Social Security
Association-ISSA) since 4
October 1927. Moreover,
Myanmar became a member
of ASEAN Social Security
Association-ASSA, with the
aim of sharing good experi-
ence and practices, on 10
September 2015 after signing
the MoU. The country is now
working together with 20
social security bodies of 10
ASEAN member states.
Social protection has nine
kinds of benefits. They are:
healthcare benefit, sickness
benefit, unemployment ben-
efit, old age benefit, work-
place injury benefit, benefit
for family support, maternity
benefit, survivor benefit, and
critical injury benefit. The
amount of each benefit de-
pends on the financial power.
Myanmar is conducting so-
cial protection activities with
international cooperation.
The Social Welfare Depart-
ment is planning to provide
Social Pension for 85 and

above seniors, and launch
the Maternal and Child Cash
Transfer Program (MCCT)
for expectant mothers and
their children under two
years of age in fiscal year
2024-2025 through Myanmar
Economic Bank branches.
The two schemes are covered
by its financial aid program
for social protection. The de-
partment is also planning to
start a financial aid program
for children under two years
of age. Officials must ensure
that no child is left behind in
their all-inclusive intellectual
development scheme for chil-
dren under two years of age.
In addition, the Anti-Cor-
ruption Commission will also
initiate a social protection
financial assistance program
through the ongoing “Pub-
lic Feedback Programme
(PFP).” Furthermore, the
relevant ministries are facing
challenges in securing fund-
ing for the implementation of
social protection programs.
Immediate action must be
taken to implement measures
that will enhance social pro-
tection activities. At present,

support is provided through
state funds, and preparations
must be made to increase

. this support in the future.

Likewise, employers should
explore various ways to pro-
vide support to their employ-
ees. He stated the intention
to discuss not only current
activities but also future sup-
port programs, with a focus
on the state's financial sector.
Social protection services
are present in every country.
Globally, social protection
spending accounts for 12.9
percent of GDP, while in the
lowest-income countries, it
represents only 1.1 percent of
GDP. The percentage of sup-
port can be observed based
on each country's GDP. A
study should be conducted to
analyze the support provided
by various countries and
compare it with the support
provided by our own country.

In addition, to grant ex-
emptions for the elderly un-
der the Elderly Law enacted
in 2016, particularly regard-
ing the issuance of senior
citizen identification cards,
the first step is to engage
in discussions with the rel-
evant ministries to negotiate
exemptions and concessions
in the regulations, focusing
on the services they can of-
fer. In the second step, the
committee should issue a
public notice to inform the
public about the exemptions
and percentage reductions
available for each service.
The third step should be to
collect, verify, and issue
identification cards to sen-
ior citizens based on their
age group. Additionally, so-
cial management informa-
tion should be continuously
updated.

Social protection activi-
ties are essential responsibili-

ties for any government. Fur-
thermore, he stated that, as
these are investment projects
that directly benefit the pub-
lic, attendees should openly
discuss the implementation
status of the relevant sectors,
future plans, and necessary
recommendations.

Subsequently, Union
Minister Dr. Soe Win, Deputy
Chairman of the National
Committee for Social Protec-
tion, delivered a presentation
on the national strategic plans
for social protection, ongoing
activities, and future initia-
tives. Next, Deputy Chair-
man Union Minister U Chit
Swe explained and discussed
the Ministry of Labor's ef-
forts in providing full benefits
and medical treatment to
insured workers. Then, Vice
Chairman Union Minister Dr.
Thet Khaing Win explained
and presented the measures
taken to improve healthcare
quality and reduce the pub-
lic's financial contributions.

Afterwards, Deputy Min-
ister U Soe Kyi, Secretary
of the National Commit-
tee for Social Protection,
provided an explanation
on the implementation of
the decisions made at the
previous meeting.

Then, Deputy Ministers
who are members of the
National Committee for So-
cial Protection discussed the
implementation of social
protection activities, col-
laborations, and recommen-
dations from their respective
ministries.

Afterwards, the Vice-
Senior General coordinated
the necessary actions based
on the discussions and pres-
entations, delivered conclud-
ing remarks, and closed the
meeting.

100

Yekyi Township dispatches a large volume of 90-day paddy to
Yangon Market in January

Yekyi February 24

Daw Myat Myat Thu, a
rice and paddy trader from
Yekyi Township of Ay-
eyawady Region, stated that a
significant quantity of 90-day
paddy was supplied to the

Yangon market from Yekyi
Township during January.
In December 2024,
only 55,000 baskets of 90-
day paddy were sent to the
Yangon market. In January
2025, the volume increased

to 72,000 baskets.

"The demand in the Yan-
gon rice and paddy market
started rising from the first
week of January. As a result,
we managed to sell up to
72,000 baskets of 90-day

paddy to the Yangon market.
The domestic rice market in
Yangon has been actively
purchasing rice and paddy
from the Ayeyawady Region.
Currently, the Yangon market
continues to buy paddy, and

the exported paddy is of good
quality," said Daw Myat
Myat Thu.

The price of 90-day pad-
dy from Yekyi Township
reached up to K1,790,000
per 100 baskets. Due to the

continuous exports, traders,
farmers, truck rental opera-
tors, and laborers involved in
loading and unloading goods
are all benefiting from stable
business operations.

Kyaw Kyaw Lin
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150 more illegal foreign migrants to Myanmar detained

Nay Pyi Taw February 24

The government has
cracked down on criminal
activities in border areas
including online gambling
and scams effectively and,
today, detained 150 more
illegal migrants who entered
Shwe Kokko and KK Park
- Myawady through illegal
routes.

Combined teams of rele-
vant departments are collect-

ing their personal informa-
tion and documents within
a day in order to repatriate
them to relevant countries
as soon as possible. Between
30 January and 24 February,
2025, a total of 2,370 il-
legal foreign migrants were
uncovered and detained and
673 of them have been repat-
riated to relevant countries
through Thailand in accord-
ance with the law, rules and

150 illegal foreign intruders

further detained.

regulations. The remaining
1,697 illegal migrants are
ready for repatriation. The
2,370 illegal foreign mi-
grants include citizens of
China, Indonesia, Vietnam,
Malaysia, Pakistan, India,
Uganda, Ethiopia, Nepal,
Thailand, Rwanda, Kenya,
Kazakhstan, Cambodia and
China (Taipei) and majority
of them are from China.
100

Farmers complete cultivation of more than
2,000 acres of chilli in Sagaing District

Sagaing February 24

Statistics of Sagaing Dis-
trict Agriculture Department
stated that a total of 2,291
acres of chilli has been planted
in Sagaing District of Sagaing
Region this cold season.

In 2024-25 cold season,
local authorities earmarked
cultivation of 2,373 acres of
chilli in Sagaing District but
farmers have planted 2,291
acres of crops against the
target.

Daw Thida Lwin, Head of
Sagaing District Agriculture
Department explained: “Lo-
cal farmers have grown 2,291
acres of chilli against the
target of 2,372 acres in Saga-
ing District. They are trying
to meet the target cultivation.
The crops are thriving at the
farms. Our department helped
local farmers grow chilli on a

commercial scale.”

Sagaing Township planted
1,161 acres of chilli, My-
inmu Township 341 acres and
Myaung Township 789 acres,
totalling 2,291 acres.

In 2024-25 cold season,
local authorities earmarked
cultivation of 1,151 acres
of chilli in Sagaing Town-
ship, 450 acres in Myinmu

T

Township and 771 acres in
Myaung Township, totalling
2,372 acres.

Staff members of district
and township Agriculture
Departments help local farm-
ers get good prices for chilli,
secure market share, apply
agricultural techniques, pre-
vent pests and improve soil
nitrition.

In growing chilli plants,
farmers need to cost some
K1.5 million per acre for own
croplands and some K2.5
million for rented croplands.
Harvest of chilli can be con-
ducted once every 15 days till
six months. The chilli farm can
yield some 100 viss of chilli for
the first time and then 400-500
viss per week. 206

%

Feature: Ancient Afgh

an method preserves

grapes fresh for 6 months

Kabul February 24
Most families in the north-
ern outskirts of Kabul, the
capital of Afghanistan, use an
age-old technique to preserve
fresh fruits, especially grapes,
for up to half a year.

The preservation technique
using an airtight mud container
called Kangana has been prac-
ticed for over a thousand years
in Afghanistan, especially by
the residents of the Kalakan
district of Kabul, a tradition that

continues to thrive today.
Made of mud, Kangana
consists of two bowl-like sec-
tions which can be sealed after
people put grapes in them.
Storing grapes in early October
can keep the fruit fresh until

the end of March next year.
According to local resi-
dents, peppers and apples were
stored in this way in the past,
but now that these products are
available in the winter, there's
no need to do so. Xinhua

USAID to fire 1,600
employees

Washington February 24

The U.S. Agency for In-
ternational Development
(USAID) will lay off 1,600
employees in the United
States and place the major-
ity of the remaining staff
on administrative leave, the
agency said Sunday.

"As of 11:59 p.m. EST
(Eastern Standard Time) on
Sunday, Feb. 23, 2025, all
USAID direct hire personnel,
with the exception of desig-
nated personnel responsible

' | for mission-critical functions,

core leadership and/or spe-
cially designated programs,
will be placed on adminis-
trative leave globally," the
agency said on its website.

"Concurrently, USAID
is beginning to implement a
Reduction-in-Force that will
affect approximately 1,600
USAID personnel with duty
stations in the United States,"
it said, noting that individu-
als who are affected will
receive specific notifications
on Sunday.

"Designated essential
personnel" who are expected
to continue working will
be informed by the agency
leadership by 5 p.m. EST on

Sunday.

For overseas personnel,
USAID intends for a volun-
tary agency-funded return
travel program and other
benefits, it added.

USAID is a key target for
government reform by the
Department of Government
Efficiency (DOGE), led by
Elon Musk.

Earlier this month, U.S.
President Donald Trump said
that there was "tremendous
fraud" in the use of USAID
funds at "unprecedented lev-
els of corruption," and de-
manded that it be shut down.

On Feb. 4, the official
website of USAID issued a
notice that starting 11:59 p.m.
EST on Feb. 7, all directly
employed personnel world-
wide would be placed on
"administrative leave," with
a few designated individuals
as exceptions.

On Feb. 7, Judge Carl
Nichols of the U.S. district
court for the District of Co-
lumbia ruled in favor of a
request from U.S. labor un-
ions to delay USAID's global
employee "administrative
leave" plan.

Xinhua

of innocent people.

to protect the lives and property of the general public.

schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

Rublic:Notice for Eliminationt of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property
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