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President U Min Aung Hlaing inspects uniquely beautiful and
massive raw sapphire stone, found in Mogok gem land

NAY PYI TAW June 14

The Republic of the Union of
Myanmar is advancing firmly on
the road to democracy, follow-
ing the establishment of a de-
mocratic government led by
President U Min Aung Hlaing,
who was unanimously elected
by the people in a free and fair
multi-party democratic general
election.At this time, a uniquely
beautiful and massive raw
sapphire stone weighing 14,300
grams (71,500 carats), along
with a sapphire crystal weighing
354.77 grams (1,773.85 carats)—
both discovered in the Mogok
gem land of Myanmar in 2020—
were formally entrusted to the
State.

U Min Aung Hlaing, President
of the Republic of the Union of
Myanmar, inspected the raw
sapphire stone and the sapphire
crystal at the Parlour of the Pre-
sidential Office this morning.

Vice Presidents U Nyo Saw

and Daw Nan Ni Ni Aye, Pyithu
Hluttaw Speaker U Khin Yi,
Amyotha Hluttaw Speaker
U Aung Lin Dway, Union Mini-
ster at the President’s Office
U Khin Maung Yi, Deputy Mini-
ster for Natural Resources
and Environmental Conser-
vation U Khin Latt Gyi, and
other officials were also pre-
sent.

The Union Minister and the
Deputy Minister briefed the
President and attendees on the
prominent features of the raw
sapphire stone and the sapphire
crystal.

The President and attendees
then closely inspected both the
raw sapphire stone and the
sapphire crystal.

Previously, a raw sapphire
weighing 11,877 grams (59,385
carats) was found in Myanmar
in 2009. The raw sapphire stone
recently entrusted to the State
weighs 14,300 grams (71,500

carats), making a find of this
size exceptionally rare. Found in

President U Min Aung Hlaing inspects the raw sapphire stone.

its natural state, the unpolished featuring a deep blue color.
sapphire is a translucent stone Myawady

Pwintbyu Township harvests all plantations of chickpea

PWINTBYU June 14

Local farmers have reaped all sown acreage of
chickpea in Pwintbyu Township of Magway Region,
according to the Township Agriculture Department.

In Pwintbyu Township, a total of 62,120 acres of
chickpea were cultivated during the winter cropping
season. Harvesting of the chickpea fields began in
February this year, and as of today, all acres have
been fully harvested, with an average yield of 20.58
baskets per acre.

“During the winter cropping season, 62,120 acres
of chickpea were cultivated in Pwintbyu Township.
Harvesting of these chickpea fields started in February

this year, and at present, 100 percent of the total
acreage has been completely harvested. In relation
to the harvesting and threshing of the chickpea
crop, field inspections and supervision were carried
out to ensure that crops were harvested on time so
as to prevent yield losses, and that the harvested
chickpeas were properly stored and maintained
to preserve good quality,” said Daw Moe Moe Wali,
Head of the Township Department of Agriculture in
Pwintbyu Township.

During the 2025 winter cropping season in Pwintbyu
Township, the Township Department of Agriculture
reportedly provided support and agricultural aware-

ness services to local chickpea farmers, including
assistance in expanding cultivated acreage, selecting
quality and regionally suitable seed varieties, applying
correct cultivation techniques to improve yields, and
preventing pest infestations.

If chickpeas can be cultivated with good yields,
they will not only be sufficient for local consumption,
but the surplus can also be sold, thereby increasing
farm income and improving the socioeconomic lives
of farmers. Therefore, Township Head Daw Moe
Moe Wai said that efforts should be made to expand
chickpea cultivation in all suitable areas.

SK

All plantations of kidney bean harvested in Phaungpyin Township

PHAUNGPYIN June 14

Mawlaik District Agriculture Depart-
ment stated that all plantations of kKidney
bean were harvested in Phaungpyin
Township of Sagaing Region.

During the winter cropping season in
Phaungpyin Township, a total of 7,035
acres of kidney beans were cultivated.
Harvesting of these crops began in
January this year, and as of now, 100
percent of the planted acreage has

been harvested, with an average yield
of 20.50 baskets per acre, according to
reports.

“We were able to cultivate up to 7,035
acres of kidney beans in Phaungpyin
Township. At present, all of the cultivat-
ed bean fields have been completely
harvested. In terms of cultivation, we
managed to expand beyond the target
acreage. To ensure goodyield and quality,
we worked in cooperation with farmers

by providing necessary quality seeds,
inputs, and post-harvest technologies,”
said Daw Kywe Kywe Hlaing, District
Head of the Agriculture Department
in Mawlaik District.

In Phaungpyin Township, the Township
Department of Agriculture has been
carrying out awareness and extension
activities to help farmers expand
cultivation acreage, improve yields,
adopt Good Agricultural Practices

(GAP), use high-quality seeds, and grow
high-yield crop varieties.

Crops grown using GAP methods
are reported to have better quality
than those grown with other methods,
fetch higher prices, and meet standards
for both domestic markets and export
markets. As aresult, farmers adopting
these methods can achieve greater
economic benefits.

SMK
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Thabaung Township sees booming trade of Watermelon ‘with }11gh demand
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THABAUNG June 14

Trading of watermelon is in
high demand at the domestic
market in Thabaung Town-
ship of Ayeyawady Region, said
Daw Nyo Nyo, the owner of fruit
wholesale centre in Thabaung
Township.

In Thabaung Township, locally
produced watermelons have
been traded in the market from
the second week of April this year
up to the present. Daily demand

has increased to between 3,500
and 5,500 fruits, and trading
activity is reported to be strong.

“Watermelons are in high de-
mand in the market. Currently,
daily sales have reached up to
5,500 fruits. As more local pro-
duce is cultivated and sold,
transportation costs are lower,
and consumers can enjoy fresh
and clean fruits. With the grow-
ing demand for watermelons,
opportunities for watermelon

growers have also improved,”
said Daw Nyo Nyo.

In Thabaung Township, water-
melons with strong market
demand are priced between
Ks-3,500 and Ks-9,500 per fruit,
depending on size. The strong
demand and active trading
have benefited growers, re-
duced transportation costs, and
ensured that only fresh produce
is sold, bringing multiple advan-
tages to those involved. SMK

KhinU Township sees completion of harvesting
wheat plantations

KHINU June 14

Officials of the KhinU Town-
ship Agriculture Department
said that local farmers have
harvested all plantations of
wheat in KhinU Township of
Sagaing Region.

Local farmers placed 1,012
acres of farmlands under wheat
plantations in KhinU Township.
They have so far harvested all
plantations of wheat and pro-
duced 20.70 baskets per acre.

During the winter cropping

season in KhinU Township,
wheat was cultivated on 1,012
acres. At present, all of the culti-
vated wheat fields have been
fully harvested. Awareness
discussions were conducted
with farmers regarding wheat
cultivation. To increase yield,
support was provided for irri-
gation, proper fertilizer appli-
cation, and weed control. Efforts
were also made to promote the
use of quality seeds to improve
wheat productivity,” said U Nay

Win Naing, Head of the Township
Department of Agriculture in
KhinU Township.

In KhinU Township, activit-
ies were carried out to ensure
that all winter crops met target
acreage, to improve wheat yield
and quality, to enable syste-
matic cultivation of high-quality
wheat, and to prevent pest in-
festations. Wheat is cultivated
annually from October to De-
cember, and harvested from
February to April.

It is reported that the culti-
vation cost for wheat is around
Ks-300,000 per acre, with an ave-
rage yield of about 21 baskets
per acre.

The Township Department of
Agriculture in KhinU Township
has supported wheat farmers
by providing training to increase
yields, ensuring the availability
of quality seeds, and selling com-
pound fertilizers at affordable
prices.

SMK

Dried mackerel ﬁsh tradmg boomlng in Pathein Township

PATHEIN June 14

Trading of dried mackerel fish
are in high demand at the do-
mestic market in Pathein Town-
ship of Ayeyawady Region, said
Daw Swe Swe, the owner of dri-
ed fish trading depot in Pathein
Township.

In Pathein Township, starting
from the second week of April
this year up to the present, de-
mand for dried mackerel fish
has increased in the market,
leading to strong trading acti-
vity. The price of dried mackerel
currently ranges from Ks-25,000
to Ks-55,000 per viss.

“Within this month, demand
for dried mackerel has been
strong. Compared to other types
of dried fish in the local market,

dned mackerel is selhng better
This reflects domestic consum-
ption trends. Prices are also at
a favorable level. As trading

has become more active than
usual, fishermen, traders, and
those involved in the dried fish
industry are experiencing bet-
terjob opportunities,” said Daw
Swe Swe.

In Pathein Township, traders
dealing in various dried fish pro-
ducts purchase dried mackerel
along with other fishery pro-
ducts, different types of prawns,
and crabs. These are systema-
tically cleaned, processed, and
packaged before being distri-
buted and sold to respective
markets.

SK

Mingin Township harvests 100 percent completion of green gram

MINGIN June 14

According to the township agricultural
data, local farmers have harvested all plan-
tations of green gram in Mingin Township
of Sagaing Region.

In Mingin Township, a total of 5,639 acres
of green gram were cultivated during the
winter cropping season. Harvesting of
the cultivated green gram fields began in
January this year, and as of today, 100 per-
cent of the acreage has been harvested,
with an average yield of 14.87 baskets per
acre, according to reports.

“During the winter cropping season in
Mingin Township, 5,639 acres of green
gram were cultivated. At present, all of
the cultivated acreage has been fully
harvested. Green gram cultivation has
been increasing year by year. In relation
to green gram cultivation, we have been
providing education to expand cultivation
areas and to use high-quality seeds in
order to achieve better yields,” said Daw
Hayman Kyaw Win, Head of the Agriculture
Department in Mingin Township.

In Mingin Township, the Township Agri-

culture Department has been providing
awareness and technical assistance to
green gram farmers to ensure access to
suitable high-quality seeds for the region,
correct cultivation methods, pest control,
systematic use of fertilizers, and improved
yields.

During this year’s winter cropping season,
in cultivating various pulses, necessary
support such as quality seeds, agricultural
inputs, and post-harvest technologies has
been provided in cooperation with farmers
to improve both yield and quality. SK

All sunflower
plantations
reaped in
Bamauk
Township

BAMAUK June 14

Agricultural data compiled by
Katha District Agriculture De-
partment stated that local far-
mers harvested all plantations
of sunflower in Bamauk Town-
ship of Sagaing Region.

They grew 1,335 acres of sun-
flower as cold season crops in
Bamauk Township. So far, they
harvested all plantations of
crops, yielding more than 18
baskets per acre.

During the winter cropping
season in Bamauk Township,
sunflower was cultivated on
1,335 acres. At present, all of the
cultivated sunflower fields have
been fully harvested. To reduce
reliance on imported edible palm
oil, efforts have been made to
expand the cultivation of oilseed
crops such as sunflower. Among
oilseed crops, sunflower yields
more oil per acre compared to
groundnut and sesame. Sun-
flower is cultivated only during
the winter season,” said Daw
Khin Myat Myat Oo, District
Head of the Department of Agri-
culture in Katha District.

In Bamauk Township, the Town-
ship Department of Agriculture
has intensified awareness and
training programs to expand
sunflower cultivation, including
capacity-building training for
both staff and farmers who plan
to grow sunflower.

Plans are in place to support
farmers cultivating sunflowerin
Bamauk Township by supplying
seeds, selling urea fertilizer at
affordable prices, and distribut-
ing harvested sunflower seeds
through farmer-to-farmer ex-
change systems. SK
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Putin holds phone call with Trump - Kremlin

MOSCOW June 14

Russian President Vladimir
Putin wished his US counterpart,
Donald Trump, a happy 80"
birthday during a phone call,
presidential aide Yury Ushakov
has told journalists. Trump was
“touched” by the greeting, and

the two leaders spoke for about
an hourin a “friendly and open”
manner, the official added.
Trump was particularly app-
reciative of the gesture, Ushakov
said, noting that Putin was the
first foreign leader to call and
congratulate him on his birthday

on Sunday.

Putin also thanked Trump for
his Russia Day greeting ear-
lier this week, adding that the
American president’s message
conveyed a “feeling of respect
for the Russian people.”

RT
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Atleast 61 people were Killed,
40 missing and 1,403 injured aft-
er amagnitude 7.8 earthquake
struck off the southern coast of
Mindanao, the Philippines, on
June 8, said the National Disa-
ster Risk Reduction and Mana-
gement Council (NDRRMC)
on Sunday.

The NDRRMC said the earth-
quake affected over 173,000
households, or 724,000 people.
Some 54,000 houses sustained
damage, among which nearly
10,000 were labeled as “totally
damaged.”

A total of 725 infrastructure
facilities were damaged, result-
ing in losses of 1 billion pesos
(approximately 16.2 million
U.S. dollars), according to the
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council. Meanwhile, assistance
worth 67.6 million pesos hasbeen
provided to affected families, and
13 municipalities and cities in
the affected regions are under
a state of calamity.

The Philippine Institute of Vol-
canology and Seismology said
the tectonic earthquake occ-
urredat 7:37 a.m.local time ata
depth of 33 km, with the epicent-
er 32 km southwest of the coast
of Maasim town in Sarangani
province on Mindanao Island.

The Philippines experiences
frequent seismic activity due
toits location along the Pacific
“Ring of Fire,” a zone of major
tectonic plate boundaries known
for earthquakes and volcanic
eruptions.

Xinhua

4 U.S. servicemen arrested in Japan’s
Okinawa over alleged offenses within 2 days

TOKYO June 14

Two U.S. servicemen station-
ed in Japan’s southernmost
prefecture of Okinawa were
arrested by local police on Sun-
day on suspicion of assault
and trespassing, respectively,
following the arrests of two
other U.S. service members
in the previous day for alleged
drunk driving, local media
reported.

According to Kyodo News, one
serviceman allegedly assaulted
aman at arestaurant in the pre-
fecture in the early hours of
Sunday, leaving the victim with
head injuries, while another
allegedly entered an apartment
building without a legitimate
reason later that morning. Both
suspects were arrested at the
scene by local police.

Crimes involving U.S. military

personnel stationed in Japan,
including grave offences such
as murder, rape, and robbery,
have long been a source of deep
public concern.

Official statistics show that in
2025 alone, Okinawa police
handled more than 100 criminal
cases involving U.S. service
members and related person-
nel.

Xinhua

Wildfire area in Russia’s Krasnoyarsk
region expands to over 30,000 hectares

MOSCOW June 14

The total area affected by wildfires in Russia’s
Krasnoyarsk Territory nearly doubled over
the past 24 hours, reaching more than 30,000
hectares, regional forestry authorities said on

Sunday.

According to the regional Forest Fire Center,
97 forest fires covering a total of 30,306.6 hectares
were active across the region as of Sunday
morning. A day earlier, the region recorded 75
active wildfires affecting approximately 16,400
hectares. Authorities said there is currently no

threat to populated areas.

The fires have spread to seven districts of
the vast Siberian region, with most blazes
concentrated in northern areas.

Authorities have increased wildfire response

deployed.

forces in the northern parts of the region to
1,100 personnel. Additional crews and more
than 300 airborne firefighters have also been

To ensure rapid transportation of personnel to

fire sites, up to 30 aircraft and water transport
vessels are being used daily, while resources
from Russia’s Ministry of Emergency Situations
have also been mobilized.

Meteorologists forecast that abnormal hot
weather will persist in the region for several

more days. A state of emergency for forest

Territory.

fires remains in place across Krasnoyarsk

Xinhua

Zelensky not on Trump’s G7 meeting list — Bloomberg

KYIV June 14

US President Donald Trump
has not scheduled an official bi-
lateral meeting with Ukraine’s
Vladimir Zelensky at the upcom-
ing G7 summit in France, Bloo-
mberg reported on Saturday,
citing senior US administration
officials.

Since returning to office in
January 2025, Trump has held
several formal and informal
meetings with Zelensky in an
effort to end the Russia-Ukraine
conflict. Zelensky has reportedly
sought to use the encounters to

finalize pre-negotiated agree-
ments on Ukraine’s post-con-
flict economic recovery and
“security guarantees.” How-
ever, repeated contacts between
the two leaders have so far failed
to produce an agreement.
Trump will hold bilateral meet-
ings with the leaders of France,
Qatar; the UAE, Egypt, and India
during the summit, which will be
held from Monday through Wed-
nesday in the town of Evian-les-
Bains, officials familiar with the
plans told the news agency.
One official said the Ukrainian

leader would take part in a work-
ing session with G7 leaders.
Earlier this week, Western
media, citing US administration
sources, reported that Trump
and Zelensky “may meet on
the sidelines” of the summit.
Aspart ofhis stated effort toend
the Ukraine conflict, the US pre-
sident met with the Ukrainian
leader in the Oval Office in Feb-
ruary 2025. The televised talks
descended into a heated clash
after Zelensky criticized Trump’s
neutral approach to settling the
conflict. He was accused of show-

inginsufficient respect and gra-
titude to Washington as Kiev’s
top benefactor; as well as resist-
ing peace and “gambling with
World War IIL.”

Since then, relations between
Zelensky and Trump seem to
have improved and the two have
met on various occasions.

Zelensky has repeatedly called
for a face-to-face meeting with
Russian President Vladimir
Putin. However, he has ruled
out traveling to Moscow and re-
jected the idea of withdrawing
Ukrainian troops from the Don-

bass region, which Putin has
said would be sufficient for
Russia to declare a ceasefire.

Speaking at the St. Petersburg
International Economic Forum
earlier this month, Putin said
Russia remains committed to
a peaceful settlement based
on compromises reached with
Trump in Alaska last year. He
said the main obstacle is persua-
ding Kiev to accept the terms,
particularly withdrawing from
Donbass, not joining NATO, and
carrying out demilitarization
and denazification. RT
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irrigation water for loc

NAY PYI TAW June 14

The Tatmadaw is working
alongside the government and
local residents to ensure re-
gional peace and stability, im-
prove the quality of life, and pro-
mote socio-economic develop-
ment, in addition to fulfilling
national defence and security
duties. As part of these efforts,
the military is striving to reopen
and regain control of the Kalay-
Tamu route, a key border trade
link between Myanmar and
India.

To achieve this, military colu-
mns have been clearing the
area since June 7, advancing
in a balanced manner from
both the Kalay and Tamu sides.
By the evening of June 13, the
column advancing from Kalay
had recaptured and secured
Razagyo Village. Today, they
have also regained control of
the Razagyo Reservoir.

The Razagyo Reservoir is
located near Razagyo Village in
northern Kalay Township, Sa-
gaing Region. Built to provide
irrigation water and generate
electricity for the Kabaw Valley
area, construction began in
2003-2004 and was completed
successfully in 2015-2016. It be-
came operational on February
27, 2016. The reservoir has an
installed power generation
capacity of 4 megawatts and a
storage capacity of 52,000 acre-
feet, capable of irrigating 8,000
acres of farmland, thus playing
a vital role in improving the

a

Military columns recapture Razagyo Village on the Kalay-Tamu route.

livelihoods of local residents.
While under the control of ter-
rorist insurgents, the reservoir
was used as a military camp,
complete with bunkers and fir-
ingranges. The terrorists mani-
pulated the water control gates
for their own benefit, without
regard for the people’s need for
electricity, drinking water, or
irrigation. As aresult, surround-

ing villages suffered from lack
of electricity, insufficient drink-
ing water, and inadequate irri-
gation supply.

Now that military columns
have recaptured the reservoir,
they have prevented further
damage to the social and econo-
mic well-being of the local popu-
lation. They will be able to re-
store stability in the region, sys-

Tatmadaw & Local News |21

Military columns work to reopen Kalay-Tamu route, recapture Razagyo Village
and Reservoir temporarily controlled by PDF terrorists, restoring electricity and

Military columns recapture the Razagyo Reservoir on the Kalay-Tamu route.

tematically operate the water
gates, manage water storage
andrelease according to seaso-
nal needs, and ensure adequate
supply of electricity, drinking
water, and irrigation for the re-
sidents. The local people are
reportedly overjoyed and end-
lessly grateful to the military
columns.

During the period when the
so-called PDF terrorist groups
temporarily controlled the Kalay-
Tamu route, they engaged in
numerous violent acts: extort-
ing tolls from cargo and passen-
ger vehicles, intimidation and
armed coercion, kidnapping
and killing, burning and destroy-
ing vehicles, and looting goods.
These actions severely disrupt-
ed trade flows, forcing locals to
buy consumer and food goods
at inflated prices, driving their
socio-economic conditions to
rock bottom.

Furthermore, these PDF terr-

orists entered villages along
the route, forcibly recruited re-
sidents, collected extortion
money, built bunkers with sand-
bags in homes, religious build-
ings, and schools, and dug com-
munication trenches and fir-
ing ranges to set up temporary
defensive positions. They att-
acked military columns with
gunfire.

Similarly, in Razagyo Village,
the terrorists constructed bun-
kers in residents’ homes using
sandbags and tyre rims, dug
firing positions, and established
fortified camps to create battle
grounds.

Now, the military columns will
continue to intensify area secu-
rity operations to crush the in-
surgents, with the goal of re-
opening the Kalay-Tamu route
as quickly as possible, ensuring
local residents can live, work,
and eat in peace of mind.

100

Harvesting chickpea plantations finishes in Sagaing Township

SAGAING June 14

Local farmers in Sagaing
Township of Sagaing Region
have reaped all plantations of
chickpea, according to the Town-
ship Agriculture Department.

During the winter cropping
season in Sagaing Township, a
total 0f26,914 acres of chickpea

were cultivated. Harvesting of
the chickpea crops began in Jan-
uary this year; and as of now, 100
percent of the acreage has been
harvested, with an average yield
of23.53 baskets per acre, accord-
ing to reports.

In Sagaing Township, far-
mers select locally suitable,

high-yielding varieties such as
Yezin-8 and Yezin-11 for chick-
pea cultivation. The cost of culti-
vating chickpea is reported to
be over Ks-300,000 per acre.
During this year’s winter
cropping season, for various
pulses cultivation, efforts have
been made in cooperation with

farmers to improve yield and
quality by supplying quality
seeds, agricultural inputs, and
post-harvest technologies. In
addition, awareness activities
have been carried out to encour-
age the use of beneficial fungi
such as Trichoderma during
cultivation, with support provid-

ed through farmer networks.
Sagaing Region is the largest
producer of pulses in the coun-
try in terms of cultivated area.
Pulses are grown not only as a
main crop but also as an inter-
cropped crop, making them an
important income-generating
crop for farmers. SMK

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive
activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.
3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives
and property of innocent people.
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