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Chairman of the State Administration Council Prime Minister
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing accepts credentials of
Ambassador of Pakistan

Chairman of the State Admini-
stration Council Prime Minister
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
accepted the credentials of
H.E. Mr. Imran Haider, the
newly-accredited Ambassador
of Pakistan to the Republic of
the Union of Myanmar, at the
Credentials Hall of the Office
of the State Administration
Council Chairman, Nay Pyi Taw,
at 10 am today.

Afterwards, both sides cor-
dially discussed diplomatic
relations between the two
countries, areas including
cultural, education, defence,
agriculture, industrial, tourism
fields where G-to-G coopera-
tion can be conducted, coope-
ration in garment and phar
maceutical industries, promo-
tion of mutual trade, and cemen-
ting of friendship and coope-
ration between the two coun-
tries.

After the meeting, the Senior

/

- .

/
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G

o N o . . .
Ws‘g@m General'Min*Aung Hlaing receives Ambassador of Pakistan to Myanmar H.E. Mr. Imran Haider.

General and the Pakistani
Ambassador posed for group
documentary photos.

Also present on occasion
were SAC Joint Secretary Lt-
Gen Ye Win Oo, Deputy Prime

Minister Union Minister for
Foreign Affairs U Than Swe
and Director-General of the

Protocol Department U Wunna
Han.
100

AGRICULTURE

Myinmu Township completes harvesting of kitchen

The statistics of Sagaing
District Agriculture Depart-
ment stated that a total of 1,683
acres of kitchen crops has been
harvested in Myinmu Township
of Sagaing Region.

Local farmers have so far
started harvesting of kitchen

crops from February 2024.
“Local farmers planted 1,683
acres of kitchen crops last
winter. Our department rend-
ers agricultural techniques
to local farmers and urges
them to use GAP system and
prevent pests,” said Daw Thida

Lwin, Head of Sagaing District
Agriculture Department.

In the township, dried chilli
yielded 280 viss per acre from
168 acres, fresh chilli 878 viss
per acre from 170 acres, 4,330
viss of onion per acre from 1,082
acres, 2,560 viss of garlic per

acre from 58 acres, and 4,717
viss of potato from 205 acres.

In 2023-2024 financial year,
Myinmu Township earmarked
cultivation of 2,097 acres of
kitchen crops. Local farmers
planted 1,683 acres of kitchen
crops in 2023.

crops

Staff members of the Town-
ship Agriculture Department
provide assistance forlocal far-
mers to have knowledge of agri-
cultural techniques, prevention
of pest and improvement of
fertile soil.

SK

AGRICULTURE

More than 3,000 acres of maize harvested in ChaungU Township

Local farmers have harvest-
ed 3,043 acres of maize and
corns in ChaungU Township of
Monywa District, according to
ChaungU Township Agriculture
Department.

In the township, local farmers
planted 68 acres of maize and

2,975 acres of corns. Maize
yielded 70.25 baskets per acre
and millets 20,361 pieces of corn.

“Local farmers planted 3,043
acres of maize and corns. So
far, they have harvested all
acres of crops. Our department
helps local farmers prevent

pests and thrive crops,” said
Daw Khin Myat Myat Oo, Head
of ChaungU Township Agricul-
ture Department.

The township earmarked cul-
tivation of 3,296 acres of maize
and corns in 2023-2024 financial
year but local farmers could

grow 3,043 acres of these crops.

In this regard, the township
department hosted training
course for agricultural techni-
ques, field demonstration, pre-
vention of FAW and use of pesti-
cides.

In 2022-2023 financial year,

they grew 3,296 acres of maize
and corns. In 2023-2024 FY, the
authorities set a plan to grow
6,291 acres of maize and corns.
Local farmers planted 2,732
acres of maize, 86 acres of corns
and 1,254 acres of millets, totall-
ing 4,072 acres. SMK
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Konbaung-era architecture in Amarapura ancient city
maintained annually

Amarapura ancient city and
architectural works from the
Konbaung era are repaired and
maintained annually to facili-
tate study at the same location,
according to U Aye Lwin, Assi-
stance Director of the Depart-
ment of Archaeology and Natio-
nal Museum.

“The Mandalay Region Arch-
aeology and National Museum
Department has been conduct-
ing small-scale maintenance
annually on the ancient cultural
heritage of Konbaung-era archi-
tectural buildings. A compilation
of historical information and
buildings associated with the

former capital of Amarapura
has been gathered and docu-
mented to assist in identifying
new destinations for the deve-

lopment of the tourism sector
inthe area,” U Aye Lwin explain-
ed.

Bodaw (King Badon) found-

ed and ruled the first royal city
in Amarapura Township, Man-
dalay Region, in 1144 ME. The
cultural heritage of Amarapura
Palace, where seven dynasties
were enthroned, can be observed
on Tamatan Street, adjacent to
the Yangon-Mandalay Highway.
There, people will be able to
learn about an indigo factory
with six brick tanks, 20 feet in
diameter and 40 feet in depth,
and an old furnace, which was
the first built by Prince Kanaung
in Myanmar.

Near the factory, there is the
Nan Myint Tower; approximately
six feet long, 40 feet wide, and

45 feet high, believed to have
been constructed during the
reign of Bodaw (King Badon).
Additionally, there is the ancient
treasury building, measuring 50
feet in length, 40 feet in width,
and 35 feet in height.

Visitors can explore and learn
about the cultural treasures
of the Tombs of Kings Bodaw
(King Badon), King Ba Gyi Daw,
King Thayawady, and U Paw Oo
Pagoda, as well as the Boe Boe
Aung Pagoda, Shwe Sanka
Myodaunt Pagoda, and Myapa-
khet Pagoda around the ancient
city.

SMK

AGRICULTURE

Shwebo Township finishes
cultivation of more than
1,500 acres of summer sesame

this year

According to Shwebo Town-
ship Agriculture Department, a
total of 1,576 acres of croplands
were placed under summer
sesame in Shwebo Township
of Sagaing Region this year.

Local farmers have so far
cultivated 1,576 acres of summer
sesame against the target
of 18121 acres earmarked in
Shwebo Township in 2023-2024
financial year.

“The township earmarked
more than 18,000 acres of sum-
mer sesame. All are trying hard
to meet the target cultivation.
Our department assists in

growing sesame in GAP sys-
tem. Local farmers cost more
than Ks-100,000 per acre of
growing sesame but each acre
yields more than 16 baskets of
sesame,” said U Hsan Oo, Head
of Shwebo Township Agriculture
Department.

Officials from the Township
Agriculture Department raises
farmers awareness for ex-
panding sown acreage of sum-
mer sesame, use of atricultural
techniques and GAP system in
addition to quality strains of
Crops.

SK

COMMERCE

Maritime trade channel earns US$-14 billion
more than land border channels in trade
sector in 2023-2024 fiscal year

The Ministry of Commerce
stated that maritime trade
sector secured US$-14 billion
more than that of border trade
sector in 2023-2024 financial
year.

In the trade sector which
generated US$-30.09 billion
in the previous financial year,
maritime trade sector earned
US$-22.36 billion and border
trade sector US$-7.72 billion.
So, the maritime trade sector
bagged US$-14.64 billion more
than the land borders.

During the financial year,
US$-9.30billion worth of commo-
dities were exported in mari-

time trade sector and US$-5.31
billion in land border.
Meanwhile, Myanmar im-
ported goods worth US$-2.41
billion in land borders and
US$-13 billion through maritime

trade sector.

In 2023-2024 financial year,
maritime trade sector conduct-
ed US$-14.64 billion in export
and import process more than
the border trade sector. SK

AGRICULTURE

More than 40,000 acres of kidney bean harvested in Katha District

Local farmers have harvest-
ed 40,642 acres of kidney bean
grown in last winter in Katha
District of Sagaing Region,
according to the statistics of
Katha District Agriculture De-
partment.

After harvesting, kidney bean

yielded 17.10 baskets per acre.

“Our department renders
assistance for local farmers
in growing kidney bean for
boosting per-acre yield with
high quality, agricultural tech-
niques, dissemination of know-
ledge for systematic use of in-

puts and post-harvest techno-
logy,” said U Myint Soe, Head
of Katha District Agriculture
Department.

In harvesting the crops, Katha
Township completed harvest-
ing of 15,176 acres of kidney
bean, Indaw Township 3,430

acres, Htigyaing Township 17,285
acres and Bamauk Township
4,751 acres, totalling 40,642 acres.

Local farmers grew 40,642
acres of kidney bean starting
from October to December 2023
in 2023-2024 financial year
exceeding the target of 39,001

acres in Katha District.
Relevant township agricul-
tural departments advise local
farmers to expand sown acre-
age of kidney bean with boost-
ing per-acre yield, use of GAP
system, and quality strains of
crops. SMK
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LAOS

Laos rol

The Lao Government, in
cooperation with a private
company, is rolling out a forest
carbon credit initiative in an
effort to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions from forest de-
struction and forest degrada-

s out project to reduce ;

the Lao Ministry of Agriculture
and Forestry, the Lao Ministry
of Natural Resources and En-
vironment, and AIDC Green
Forest, a private company, the
project will involve eight forests
with a total area of approxima-

national strategy and is in line
with strategies adopted by
other countries to reduce forest
destruction, which is one of
the causes of climate change,
according to a report from the
Lao Ministry of Agriculture and

and restore forests while also
improving the quality of life of
local communities, and streng-
thening the national economy
and the overall development
of society.

Under the agreement, signed

9-5-2024 | @i@

oreenhouse gas emissions

will be followed to advance the
purchase and sale of carbon
credits in the future.

The project will be a big step
forward in enabling Laos to buy
and sell forest carbon credits in
line with Lao and international

tion. tely 1.4 million hectares. Forestry on Wednesday. in Lao capital Vientiane on market mechanisms.
Under an agreement between The scheme is an important The initiative will help protect May 5, international standards Xinhua
BRITAIN PAKISTAN

AstraZeneca withdraws Covid vaccine worldwide

AstraZeneca pharmaceutical
company has announced the
withdrawal of its COVID-19
vaccine from global markets,
claiming the drug has been
sidelined by alternatives.

The development comes after
the drug manufacturer recen-
tly admitted that the vaccine
can cause potentially fatal blood
clots in rare cases.

In a statement on Wednes-
day, cited by multiple media
outlets, a spokesperson for
AstraZeneca said multiple
variants of the vaccine had
been developed since the
start of the pandemic, leading
to a decline in demand for
Vaxzevria, which is no longer
being manufactured or deve-
loped. A spokesman also cited
independent estimates claim-
ing that “over 6.5 million lives
were saved in the first year of
use alone and over 3 billion
doses were supplied globally.”

The AstraZenecavaccine was
rolled out in early 2021, shortly
after the COVID-19 outbreak
was declared a pandemic by
the World Health Organization.
AstraZeneca voluntarily with-
drew its market authorization
for the vaccine in the EU last
March, with the European
Medicines Agency confirm.

Shortly after the rollout,
AstraZeneca found itself at
the center of controversy after
numerous Western countr-
ies suspended the use of its
vaccine over fears that it may
have caused some patients to
develop blood clots. However,
EU health officials at the time
insisted that the benefits of the

inoculation still outweighed
the risks.

In recent months, the drug-
maker has been fighting an
uphill legal battle, with a class-
action lawsuit claiming that
the AstraZeneca vaccine is
“defective” and less safe than
expected. The company has
denied the allegation. RT

INDIA

Some 70 flights cancelled in India with crew on
mass sick leave

About 70 flights, both interna-
tional and domestic, of private
airline Air India Express were
cancelled on Wednesday after
senior cabin crew members
reported sick at the last minute,
confirmed a senior official of
the airline company.

Private airline Air India Ex-

pressis a subsidiary of Air India,
and a part of the Tata group,
operating over 2,500 flights
weekly across 31 domestic and
14 international airports, with
afleet of over 70 aircraft, com-
rising Boeing 737s and Airbus
A320s.

“A section of our cabin crew

has reported sick at the last
minute, starting last night,
resulting in flight delays and
cancellations. While we are
engaging with the crew to un-
derstand the reasons behind
these occurrences, our teams
are actively addressing thisissue
to minimize any inconvenience

caused to our guests as a
result,” an Air India Express
spokesperson said.

The spokesperson also said
that passengers will be given
arefund or their tickets resche-
duled to another date as per
the demand.

Xinhua

SINGAPORE

Singapore police arrest 102 for illegal
moneylending

Singaporean police arrested
102 suspects for unlicensed
moneylending during an opera-

tion from April 22 to April 26,
according to the latest state-
ment from police.

Preliminary investigations
showed that 11 suspects con-
ducted harassment at debtors’

residences, 45 assisted unli-
censed moneylenders by carry-
ing out ATM transfers, and 46
helped illegal moneylending
businesses with their bank
accounts.

Investigations against the
suspects are ongoing. Xinhua

Polio virus
detected in
environmental
samples in
Pakistan

Four environmental samples
in Pakistan have tested positive
for wild poliovirus type 1, the
country’s National Institute of
Health (NIH) said on Wednes-
day.

The virus has been detected
in four more sewage samples
taken from two cities in the
country, raising the tally of this
year’s environmental samples
to 112, the regional reference
laboratory for polio eradication
at the NIH said in a statement.

Three samples were collect-
ed from the southern port city
of Karachi whereas one was
found in the Pishin district of
the country’s southwest Balo-
chistan Province, the statement
said.

The samples were genetically
linked to the imported YB3A
cluster of WPV1, the statement
said, adding that the virus has
been found in sewage samples
of 33 districts of the country this
year so far.

All positive samples and the
two human cases reported this
year contain YB3A cluster, and
itis athreat to every child, par-
ticularly children below five
years old, who could get a lifelong
physical disability from it, the
statement added.

The country’s Health Ministry
said in an earlier statement that
an integrated strategy has been
formulated in high-risk areas of
polio, and the parents must get
the polio vaccine administered
to their children during every
polio immunization campaign
to defeat the disease in the
country.

Xinhua
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

and property of innocent people.

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

Scientists discover remains of a ‘buried planet’ deep inside EARTH
* Fragments of Planet Theia appear buried deep beneath Africa and the Pacific

 New evidence has emerged

A new study of metal ore
deep inside the moon is offering
fresh evidence that Earth's
natural satellite was formed
by an ancient planet crashing
into Earth long ago.

This long-theorized interpla-
netary collision — which scien-
tists believe occurred some
4.5 billion years ago — saw a
Mars-sized planet named
'Theia’ slice itself into hot lava
fragments upon impact with
the Earth.

While some of Theia's plane-
tary remains appear to be
buried as dense and massive
'blobs' deep underneath Africa
and the Pacific Ocean's tectonic
plates, scientists said evidence
for where the rest of Theia went
after this crash had remained
elusive.

But now, new data from
NASA's Gravity Recovery and
Interior Laboratory (GRAIL)
spacecraft has found large
telltale deposits of titanium-iron
ore deep beneath the moon's
surface, suggesting Theia's
other remains did, in fact, form
Earth's moon.

Planetary geophysicist, Ad-
rien Broquet of the German
Aerospace Center in Berlin,
described NASA's GRAIL find-
ings as nothing short of 'mes-
merizing.'

His team's new paper, publi-
shed this April in Nature Geo-
science, focused on 'gravity
anomalies' deep under the
moon's surface: dense, heavy
pockets of matter identified by
the GRAIL spacecraft's sensors.

'Analyzing these variations in
the moon's gravity field allow-
ed us to peek under the moon's
surface and see what lies be-
neath,' Broquet said.

Newresearch led by Durham
University involved more than
300 supercomputer simulations

designed to show the consequ-
ence of a huge collision on the
planet.

Under the moon's crust, in the
region between the crust and
the core known as the mantle,
the GRAIL craft detected two
dense regions that match the
titanium and iron 'ilmenite'
deposits that would exist if
the Theia impact theory was
correct.

After Theia's likely collision
with Earth, and after fragments
of this lost planet became buried
deepbelow Earth's crust, molten
lava pools of heavy titanium
and iron on the moon's surface
began to sink deeper towards its
core, pushing lighter rock up.

'Our moon literally turned
itselfinside out,' said Broquet's
co-author; Jeff Andrews-Hanna,
a geophysicist at the University
of Arizona's Lunar and Plane-
tary Laboratory.

Computer models by their
colleague, Nan Zhang at Pek-
ing University in Beijing, off-
ered the original framework for
their theory that titanium-rich
material would exist deep
within the moon as a result of
the moon's origins as chunks

from deep within the moon via NASA’'s GRAIL craft

HOW LOST PLANET COLLIDED WITH EARTH

of planet Theia.

'When we saw those model
predictions,’ Andrews-Hanna
said, 'it was like a lightbulb
went on.'

'We see the exact same pattern
when we look at subtle variat-
ions in the moon's gravity field,
he said, 'revealing a network of
dense material lurking below
the crust.’

Back on Earth, two similarly
dense and unusual regions at
the base of our planet's mantle
— known as Large Low Velocity
Provinces (LLVPs) —have also
lent credence to the theory
that an interplanetary 'Theia'
collision created our moon.

One LLVPis located beneath
the African tectonic plate and the
other under the Pacific tectonic
plate, as measured by seismic
equipment similar to that used
to detect earthquakes.

Their existence was establish-
ed when geologists found that
seismic waves slowed drama-
tically at a depth of 1,800 miles
(2,900 km) in the two regions,
which differed to other parts
of the Earth.

Scientists believe the mate-
rialin these LLVPs is between 2

and 3.5 percent denser than the
Earth's surrounding mantle.

Last year, Researchers led
by the Californialnstitute of
Technology came up with the
idea that these LLVPs could
have evolved from a small
amount of Theian material that
entered the ancient Earth's
lower mantle.

To back this up, they asked
Professor Hongping Deng, of
the Shanghai Astronomical
Observatory, to explore this idea
with the help of his pioneering
methods in computational fluid
dynamics.

After running a series of simu-
lations, Professor Deng disco-
vered that following the moon-
forming impact a significant
amount of 'Theian' material —
around two percent of Earth's
mass — would have entered
the lower mantle of the ancient
planet Earth.

'"Through precise analysis of
awiderrange ofrock samples,
combined with more refined
giant impact models and Earth
evolution models, we can infer
the material composition and
orbital dynamics of the primor-
dial Earth, "Gaia," and "Theia,"

said Deng's co-author Qian
Yuan, a CalTech geophysicist
who also worked on this project.

Deng and Yuan's team publi-
shed their study in the journal
Nature late last year.

Broquet said he hopes future
NASA missions to the moon,
like those scheduled for the
Artemis program, will be
able to take similar seismic
measurements: first-of-their-
kind seismic data from the
moon to better corroborate the
Theia collision theory.

'Future missions, such as with
a seismic network, would allow
a better investigation of the
geometry of these structures,’
the researcher said.

THEIA: AN ANCIENT
PROTO-PLANET THAT
MAY HAVE MERGED WITH
THE YOUNG EARTH TO
FORM THE MOOON

About 4.45 billion years ago,
150 million years after the solar
system formed, Earth was hit
by a Mars-size object called
Theia.

The collision created the
moon, but debate has raged
exactly what happened during
this event - and a mystery has
persisted on why the moon and
Earth are so similar in their
composition.

The impact of Theia with Earth
was so violent, the resulting
debris cloud mixed thoroughly
before settling down and forming
the moon.

This cloud would have been
composed of some Earth mate-
rial, explaining the similarity
between Earth and the moon,
and other material.

The colliding body is some-
times called Theia, after the
mythical Greek Titan who
was the mother of Selene, the
goddess of the Moon.
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