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Chairman of State Security and Peace Commission of the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar Senior General Min Aung Hlaing meets
departmental officials from Aunglan, discusses regional development
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Chairman of State Security and Peace Commission of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar Senior General Min Aung Hlaing meets departmental

officials in Aunglan.

NAY PYI TAW August 20

Chairman of State Security
and Peace Commission of the
Republic ofthe Union of Myanmar
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
met departmental officials at
Aunglan District General Admi-
nistration Department Office in
Aunglan this morning and dis-
cussed regional development.
The Senior General was accom-
panied by SSPC Secretary Joint
Executive Chief General Ye Win
0o, union ministers, senior mili-
tary officers from the Office of
the Commander-in-Chief, the
Magway Region Chief Mini-
ster; the Central Command com-

mander and officials.

Atthe meeting, the district ad-
ministrator reported on salient
points of the area, local agricul-
tural activities, rice sufficiency,
tree-growing ceremonies to
green Aunglan District, endea-
vours for progress of health and
education sectors, preparations
for the success of the elections,
and the need to upgrade the

Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing

inspects a layer farm.

hospital in Aunglan.
Regarding the report, the
Senior General pointed out the
need to render cooperation for
peace, stability and safety of
the Aunglan area. He said the
hospital in Aunglan will be up-
graded in accord with the set
standards. The town hall in
Aunglang should be properly
maintained. He then urged offi-
cials to beautify the town through

Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing
inspects the highway

bus terminal.

systematic supervision.

Chairman of State Security and
Peace Commission of the Re-
public of the Union of Myanmar
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
then delivered an address. He
said a plan to turn non-rice fields
into rice fields is now underway.
Systematic cultivation is the
core for increasing crop yield.
Magway Region has not realized
the cropyield target yet and the
failure to hit the target caused
nearly Ks-465 billion shortage
in annual earnings of Aunglan
District. By achieving the desired
goal, the production industry
will develop and there will be a
rise in local supply and demand,
which is very supportive of the
local economy.

As for further increasing crop
yield, the four main requirements
of agriculture - sufficient land
area and water supply and appro-
priate technology and strains —
must be in hand. Land prepara-
tions and organic fertilizers and
soil improvement are essential
inagriculture, apart from quality
strains that are suitable for the
relevant area. As for ensuring
sufficient water supply, solar-
power pumping stations must
be systematically erected along-
side the Ayeyawady River, one
of the existing water resources.
Application of proper agricul-
tural methods is also a requisite
in crop cultivation. Significant
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increase in crop yield will fulfil
local rice demand and extended
cultivation of traditional crops
such as edible oil crops and
beans and pulses will be highly
beneficial for the region.

Regarding electricity needs,
the Senior General stated that
solar power generation projects
canbe carried out. He explained
that a region’s development is
driven by the improvement of
agricultural and farming pro-
duction businesses. He noted
that farming is weak in Aunglan
Township and, since animal feed
canbe produced from local agri-
cultural products, chickens, pigs,
goats, and cows can be raised
using this feed. He concluded
by saying that such farming
would greatly support the food
needs of the region.

To obtain the necessary human
resources for agricultural and
farming businesses, industrial,
agricultural, and farming high
schools are being opened. The
Senior General expressed his
desire for relevant officials to

continuously carry out know-
ledge-sharing activities for far-
mers. He also stated that since
cotton is being cultivated in the
Aunglan region, it is necessary
to develop cotton-related indus-
tries from the ground up. He
concluded by saying that im-
proving agricultural and farm-
ing businesses in the region
will greatly contribute to the
development of the regional
economy.

The Senior General noted
that the class transition rate
for students in Aunglan District
is weak. He stated that only if
this rate improves will there
be individual progress, which
can then contribute to regional
development. He added that
for the regional economy to
improve, it is necessary to work
towards having an abundance
of educated human resources.
In line with the motto “ National
discipline begins at school,” he
explained that an individual’s
morality and discipline differ
according to their level of
education. He therefore called

for cooperation to improve
school attendance and class
transition rates, stating that
a good education will greatly
contribute to regional peace,
stability, and development.

It is necessary to conserve
forests and trees in Aunglan
and only when there are forests
and trees, can disasters be miti-
gated to some extent. Since
assuming State responsibili-
ties, Iinstructed everyvillage to
grow 2-acre of firewood planta-
tion and similarly if each house-
hold in wards and townships
plants a tree annually, the
number of trees will increase.
Planting trees in road areas
will create a lush and green
environment.

Administrative systems have
changed in Myanmar in succe-
ssive eras and during the colo-
nial era, town commissioners,
district commissioners and
commissioners implemented
regional administrations. Un-
der the post-independence par-
liamentary democracy era, the
same administrative system

Tatmadaw & Local News |19

was adopted. In the era of the
Burma Socialist Program Party,
chairmen of people’s councils
were responsible to manage
township affairs above town-
ship administrators. During the
era of the SLORC, chairmen
appointed by the Tatmadaw
were responsible for township
affairs. Since the era ofthe SPDC,
township and district admini-
strators have been responsible
for regional administration.
During the term of the current
government, district and town-
ship administrators have been
tasked with regional develop-
ment, the rule of law and admi-
nistration in accordance with
the democratic system.
Local residents are respon-
sible for regional development
alsoresponsible for development
tasks. Therefore, it is necessary
to carry out development tasks
of districts and townships as
much as possible. Responsible
officials in regions are required
toimplement development tasks
in accordance with policies

adopted by the State properly.
By coordinating among relevant
departments, districts and
townships will develop.

Then, the Senior General and
party arrived at Shwe Tint One
Livestock Breeding Zone and
inspected layer chicken farms.
Responsible officials conducted
the Senior General and party
around the farm.

After hearing the reports, the
Senior General gave instruct-
ions on implementing livestock
breeding tasks systematically,
planting shady and windbreak
trees in the livestock breed-
ing zone and cleanliness of
the zone.

Then, the Senior General and
party inspected the upgrading
of the highway bus terminal in
Aunglan and gave instructions
on systematic operations of the
terminal, planting shady and
windbreak trees in the terminal,
establishing a small forest near
the terminal to contribute to the
green environment and other
needs.
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Kalewa Township authorities manage cultivation of more than 1,000 acres of vegetables

KALEWA August 20

Statistics of Kalewa Township
Agriculture Department in
Sagaing Region, a total of 1,092
acres of vegetables have been
planted in the township this
year.

During the 2025-2026 monsoon
crop season, a total of 1,935
acres have been designated for
vegetable cultivation in Kalewa
Township. Planting began in
May of this year; and as of today,

1,092 acres have already been
cultivated.

“This year, over 1,900 acres
of vegetables are planned for
cultivation in Kalewa Township
during the monsoon season.
As of today, more than 1,000
acres have already been plant-
ed. Efforts are ongoing to meet
the full target acreage. The
crops include roselle, chilli, cauli-
flowers, herbs, potatoes, okra,
Chinese cabbage, eggplant,and

ridge gourd. Farmers are being
provided with technical assist-
ance to grow all these vege-
tables following the GAP (Good
Agricultural Practices) sys-
tem.They’re also being train-
ed to minimize chemical resi-
dues and grow crops that are
health-friendly,” said U Myo
Naing, Head of the Township
Department of Agriculture in
Kalewa.

Thisyear, the Kalewa Township

Department of Agriculture has
been providing farmers with
training to grow vegetables
using GAP methods.

They are also teaching tech-
niques toensure that vege-
tables harvested from the fields
are healthy and safe for con-
sumption. Support is also being
given to encourage farmers to
expand their vegetable cultiva-
tion areas.

In Kalewa Township, seasonal

vegetables are grown year-
round. These vegetable crops
have been successful and have
contributed to household in-
come.

The Department of Agricul-
ture is also educating farmers
on proper cultivation methods,
pest prevention, the use of
natural fertilizers, and the
preparation and use of natural
pesticides and repellents.

SMK

Over 12,000 acres of pigeon pea planted in Wetlet Township during monsoon

WETLET August 20

According to the Wetlet Township
Department of Agriculture of Sagaing
Region, local farmers have planted
more than 12,000 acres of pigeon pea
in the township this monsoon.

In 2025-2026 monsoon cultivation sea-
son, local authorities earmarked culti-
vation of 21,256 acres of pigeon pea in
Wetlet Township but farmers have so

far planted 12,880 acres of crops against
the target cultivation.

"This year, during the monsoon crop
season in Wetlet Township, over 21,000
acres of pigeon pea are planned for
cultivation. As of today, more than 12,000
acres have already been cultivated. Efforts
are being made to ensure that the targe-
ted acreage is fully planted. Measures
are also being taken to ensure high yield

in pigeon pea cultivation. Pigeon peas
are being grown both as a sole crop and
as an intercropped/relay crop," said
Daw Kyin San, Head of the Wetlet Town-
ship Department of Agriculture.

Itis reported that, this year, the Wetlet
Township Department of Agriculture is
providing field-level technical support
to farmers growing pigeon peas. This
includes guidance on using quality and

pure seeds, proper cultivation methods,
pest prevention, and yield improvement.

Moreover, the township agriculture
department is disseminating techniques
of making natural fertilizers to help
reduce the cost of purchasing foliar
fertilizers. These methods reportedly
reduce cultivation costs, keep the plants
free from pests, and promote healthy
plant growth. SK

Farmers plant more than 2,000 acres of rice bean in Wetlet Township

agriculture department has
been educating rice bean far-

WETLET August 20

Local farmers have so far
planted more than 2,000 acres
of rice bean in Wetlet Township
of Sagaing Region during this
monsoon, according to the
township Agriculture Depart-
ment.

During the 2025-2026 mon-
soon crop season, it is planned
to cultivate a total of 5,997 acres
of rice bean in Wetlet Township.
Cultivation began in May this
year, and as of today, a total of
2,588 acres have already been
planted.

Daw Kyin San, Head of the
Wetlet Township Agriculture
Department, commented: “For
this year’s monsoon season,
more than 5,000 acres of rice
bean are targeted for cultivation
in Wetlet Township. So far, over
2,000 acres have already been

cultivated. We are continuing
efforts to reach the targeted
acreage. We are also providing
educational outreach to encour-
age expanded cultivation and
the use of high-quality, pure
seeds to improve yield.”

This year, the township

mers in Wetlet Township on
the use of region-appropriate
and pure seed varieties, ensur-
ing proper cultivation prac-
tices, preventing pest infesta-
tions, applying fertilizers syste-
matically, and improving crop
yield. SMK
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Erdogan, Putin discuss U]

ANKARA August 20

Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan and Russian
President Vladimir Putin held
a phone call on Wednesday to
discuss the outcomes of Putin’s
recent Alaska summit with U.S.
President Donald Trump, as
well as bilateral relations, the
Turkish presidency said.

During the conversation, Er-
dogan underlined that Tiirkiye
has been closely following
developments in the Russia-

Ukraine peace process and has
sincerely sought a fair resolution
to the conflict since the start of
the war, said a statement from
the Turkish presidency.

Ankara supports efforts to
establish lasting peace with
the participation of all parties
inthisregard, Erdogan told his
counterpart, according to the
presidency.

Putin, for his part, shared
his assessment of the summit
between Russia and the United

States in Anchorage, according
to a statement by the Kremlin.
The two leaders also discuss-
ed the latest developments in
and around Ukraine, with Putin
expressing Russia’s appreciat-
ion for Tiirkiye’s efforts to facili-
tate talks between Russian and
Ukrainian representatives in
Istanbul, the Kremlin said.
The conversation also covered
several issues on the bilateral
agenda, including the further
expansion of trade and invest-

mentties, it said, adding that the
two leaders agreed to maintain

personal contacts.
Xinhua

No return of Crimea and no NATO for U]

WASHINGTON August 20

Itis “impossible” for Crimea
to return to Ukraine or for the
country tojoin NATO, US Presi-
dent Donald Trump told Fox &
Friends on Tuesday.

He added that Kiev had app-
roached the US-led military
bloc to seek help in trying to
get the peninsula back.

“They went in and said ‘We
want to get Crimea back’. This
was at the beginning,” Trump
revealed. “The other thing
they said was ‘We want to be a
member of NATO’. Well, both of
those things are impossible.”

“It was always ano-no,” both
during the time of the Soviet

Union, and now with Russia,
Trump explained, adding that
Russia has always stressed it
did not want “the enemy” on
its border.

The peninsula, which is po-
pulated predominantly by ethnic
Russians, overwhelmingly
voted to join the Russian Fe-
deration shortly after the
2014 Western-backed coup in
Kiev, which brought a nationa-
list Ukrainian government to
power.

Moscow has cited the abuse
of Russian-speaking Ukrainians
by the Kiev regime and its ambi-
tion to join NATO, as some of
the fundamental reasons for

the current conflict.

While Trump has repeatedly
floated the idea of “land swaps”
in his diplomatic push to end
the hostilities in Ukraine, he
has firmly stated that Kiev will
not get Crimea back.

Ukraine’s Vladimir Zelensky
had previously refused out-
right to discuss any territorial
concessions, stating that “the
Constitution of Ukraine does
not allow the surrender of
territories or the trading of
land.” He, however, acknowled-
ged that the land swaps were
on the latest talks agenda at
the White House.

The Washington meeting

craine — Trump

came two days after Trump met
with Russian President Vladimir
Putin in Alaska, where the two
leaders discussed resolving the
Ukraine conflict.

Moscow has long insisted that
it will only accept a peace deal
that eliminates the core causes
of the conflict. Namely that
Ukraine should renounce its
ambitions for NATO member-
ship, demilitarize, and recognize
the current territorial realities,
including the status of Crimea,
as well as of Donetsk, Lugansk,
Kherson and Zaporozhye re-
gions, the latter four of which
voted to join Russia in 2022.

RT

50 schools in India’s capital receive hoax bomb threats

NEW DELHI August 20

Atleast 50 schools in the Indian
capital Delhi on Wednesday re-
ceived bomb threats, prompt-
ing authorities to rush police
teams, fire services personnel
and bomb disposal squads to
these educational institutions,
officials said.

The threats turned out to be
hoaxes. Local media reports
quoting police officials said
a group identifying itself as
“Terrorisers 111” sent an email
to those schools demanding
US$-25,000 from each one.

4 __— o

The schools were quickly
evacuated as a safety measure.

= :
-

“As usual, the threats proved
tobe hoaxes as nothing suspici-

ous was found anywhere during
the searches,” a police official
said.

This is the second time in
two days that several schools
in Delhi have received bomb
threat emails.

The police are trying to identify
the sender of these emails and
track the Internet Protocol add-
ress from which they have been
generated.

Hoax threats last year trigger-
ed chaos in the airlines, schools,
hospitals and hotels across the
country. Xinhua

China to resume fertilizer, rare earths exports to India: govt source

NEW DELHI August 20

China is ready to resume
shipments of fertilizers, rare-
earth metals, and tunnel-boring
machines to India, an Indian
government source told report-
ers in New Delhi.

On Monday, Indian External
Affairs Minister Subrahmanyam
Jaishankar met with Chinese

Foreign Minister Wang Yi in
New Delhi to discussed global
and regional issues.

Wang assured his Indian
counterpart that China would
restart these critical supplies as
the two countries move toward
normalizing relations, the source
said after the talks.

Jaishankar raised the supply

of urea, nitrogen, phosphorus
and potassium, as well as diam-
monium phosphate, rare earth
metals and tunnel-boring ma-
chines in a conversation with
Wang during his visit to China in
July.

In 2023, nearly half of China’s
fertilizer exports went to India,
but China suspended exports

to all countries in 2024. Beijing
eased the ban in June but main-
tains restrictions on India. Acc-
ording to the Fertilizer Associa-
tion of India, India’s imports of
urea from China fell to about
100,000 tons in fiscal year 2024-
2025, compared with 1.87 million
tonnes a year earlier.

Sputnik

White House
launches
official TikTok
account

WASHINGTON August 20

The White House launched
an official TikTok account on
Tuesday, less than a month
before U.S. President Donald
Trump’s deadline for the social
media app to either find a new
owner or face a ban in the
United States.

The account posted its debut
video on Tuesday afternoon
-- a 27-second clip featuring
footage of Trump walking and
interacting with his support-
ers, accompanied by audio
from his acceptance speech at
the 2016 Republican National
Convention.

A few hours after the debut
video, the account has garnered
over 57,000 followers, while the
TikTok account Trump used for
his presidential campaign last
year has more than 15 million
followers.

In his first term, Trump signed
an executive order effectively
seeking to ban the app, owned
by the Chinese firm ByteDance,
inthe country unless ByteDance
soldits U.S. operations toa U.S.
company. The order did not
go into effect amid legal chall-
enges.

Since his second term, Trump
has extended the deadline
twice, each by 75 days on Jan.
20 and April 4, respectively.
On June 19, Trump signed an
executive order to keep TikTok
running in the United States
for another 90 days, extending
the deadline to September 17,
2025.

Xinhua
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

and property of innocent people.

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

Devastating health impact of vaping revealed in major global study

Children who regularly vape
are three times more likely to
become smokers later in life, a
bombshell report has claimed.

Figures have long shown
how the proportion of kids
using e-cigarettes has exploded
amid the decline of traditional
smoking, with more than a
third of 16 to 18-year-olds now
regularly inhaling them.

For comparison, less than one
in ten were doing so a decade
ago.

But British researchers now
believe the gadgets could pose
aworse threat to children than
thought.

Inthelargest global review on
vaping in young people to date,
experts from the University of
York and the London School of
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine
(LSHTM), found that vapers
were also more likely to smoke
more frequently and intensely.

Regularly using e-cigs could
also increase the odds of re-
spiratory illness and substance
abuse, the scientists said.

However, other experts urged
caution over the findings noting
many of the studies assessed
were merely observational and
could not prove that vaping
alone caused such healthissues.

In the research, the scientists
analysed 56 reviews on 384
youth vaping studies.

Of these, 21 looked at use
of e-cigarettes among young
people and later cigarette
smoking.

Writing in the journal Tobacco
Control, the authors said the
data available 'consistently indi-
cated a significant association
between e-cigarette use and
later cigarette smoking in
young people'.

They said it was difficult to
'infer causality' from their re-
view, but the 'repeated strong
associations in prospective
cohort studies are consistent
with a causal relationship'.

The analysis also suggested

Nicotine in E-cigarettes is Equal to...

1 Pack of Cigarettes

~59'mg/mL of nicotine

CIGARETTES *

i

anincreased risk among young
people who vape of developing
asthma or asthma exacerbation,
they added.

Other harmful outcomes
linked to youth vaping included
pneumonia, bronchitis, lower
total sperm counts, dizziness,
headaches and migraines.

There was also a link identi-
fied between depression and
suicidal thoughts among young
vapers.

Dr Su Golder, associate pro-
fessor in health science at the
University of York, said: 'The
consistency in the evidence is
striking.

'Across multiple studies, young
people who use e-cigarettes
are more likely to smoke in the
future. These findings support
stronger public health measures
to protect teens from the risks
associated with vaping.'

Dr Greg Hartwell, clinical
assistant professor at LSHTM,
said: 'We found consistent
evidence around transitions
to smoking which of course,
in turn, opens the door to the
multitude of harms that conven-
tional cigarettes bring.

'As the UK Government's

1 JUUL Pod

~59 mg/mL ofinicotine
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chief medical officer states,
marketing vapes to children is
always unacceptable, and our
review shows exactly why fur-
ther restrictions on the tobacco
industry, who control the vaping
market, are so important.'

Dr Rebecca Glover, senior
author of the study, assistant
professor at LSHTM, added:
'Vaping is having a detrimental
impact on the health of young
people globally and vaping
appears to be a gateway to
other substances.

'Our study provides the stron-
gest evidence to date that
young people globally face a
serious range of physical and
psychological harms from
vaping and are at higher risk
of transitioning to smoking.'

But other experts today,
who weren't involved in the
research, labelled the findings
'overspeculation' and warned
the studies analysed were
observational or low quality.

Professor Ann McNeill, an
expert in tobacco addiction at
King College London, said: It
reported on 56 systematic re-
views of which 53 were rated
critically low or low quality,

1 Puff Bar

~59 mg/mL of nicotine
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meaning authors should be
extremely cautious before
making any conclusions.

'"The authors reported that
the reviews found consistently
that vaping was associated with
subsequent smoking.

'This replicates the findings
of many previous reviews and
indeed research I have been
involved in.

'However, the authors incorr-
ectly state that this supports "a
causal relationship".

'in other words that vaping
causes smoking—the so-called
'gateway' effect. It is well-
established that consistency
does not mean causality.'

Meanwhile, Dr Emma Beard,
an associate professor in statis-
tics and quantitative methods
at University College London,
said: 'The conclusion that
vaping acts as a "gateway" is
an overspeculation, especially
when the paper notes that at a
population level, smoking rates
have generally fallen as vaping
has risen.

'While protecting youth is
vital, this review clearly shows
the current evidence base on
this topic has some significant

weaknesses.'

E-cigs allow people to inhale
nicotine in a vapour—which is
produced by heating a liquid,
which typically contains propy-
lene glycol, glycerine, flavour-
ings, and other chemicals.

Unlike traditional cigarettes,
they do not contain tobacco, nor
do they produce tar or carbon—
two of the most dangerous
elements.

Nicotine's effect on the brainis
well known—within 20 seconds
of inhalation, it triggers the
release of chemical messengers
such as dopamine, associated
with reward and pleasure.

But it also increases heart
rate and blood pressure and
makes blood vessels constrict.
This is because nicotine triggers
the release of the hormone
adrenaline.

Despite NHS chiefs insisting
itis safer than smoking, vaping
is not risk-free. E-cigarettes
can contain harmful toxins and
their long-term effects remains
a mystery.

Experts are also concerned
the high nicotine content might
increase blood pressure and
cause other heart problems.

Last year, in world-first guid-
ance setting out possible inter-
ventions to help people stop
using tobacco products, the
World Health Organization
labelled the evidence around
e-cigarettes as 'complex'.

Vapes could not be recom-
mended as way to stop smoking
as too little is known about the
harms and benefits, the UN
agency said.

In June, in a bid to tackle the
surge in youth vaping, it was
made illegal for businesses to
sell or supply single-use vapes,
such as Elfbars and Lost Mary,
in shops and online.

Only devices considered
reusable—with a rechargeable
battery and replaceable coil—
are now allowed.

Mail Online
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