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Harvest of more than 22,000 acres of summer paddy completes in
Shwebo Township

SHWEBO August 13

Statistics of Shwebo Township Agricul-
ture Department of Sagaing Region
stated that local farmers have so far
harvested more than 22,000 acres of
summer paddy in the township.

They planted 64,910 acres of summer
paddy in Shwebo Township. So far, they
have harvested 22,442 acres of crops,
yielding 88.42 baskets per acre.

U San Oo, Head of the Shwebo Town-
ship Department of Agriculture, disclo-
sed: “In Shwebo Township, a total of
64,910 acres of summer paddy have
been cultivated during this year’s
summer crop season. The harvest of
these paddy fields is currently under-
way. As of today, more than 22,000 acres
have already been harvested. Summer

planned acreage. Farmers were provi-
ded with agricultural techniques, pest
prevention knowledge, and guidance
to avoid crop losses and to ensure timely
post-harvest storage under proper
cover.”

In Shwebo Township, to help summer
paddy farmers increase per-acre yields
and achieve production targets, high-
quality seeds were distributed, educa-
tional pamphlets on farming techniques
were handed out, training and awareness
sessions were conducted, and efforts
were made to provide necessary inputs
in a timely manner.

Local farmers were urged to contact
the Agriculture Department to make
preparations for following the agricul-
tural guidelines on prevention of pests,

#4 ':1&@@1&;!@

of quality strains of crops in time in

paddy cultivation exceeded the initially  fulfillment of fertilizers and collection order to grow summer paddy and other SK
More than 31,000 acres of croplands placed under  Kyunhla Township
in-fed in Avad T hi plants over 3,000 green
rain-fed sesame in Ayadaw Township gram during this
planned to be cultivated in Ayadaw monsoon
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AYADAW August 13

More than 31,000 acres of rain-fed
sesame has been planted in Ayadaw
Township of Sagaing Region, according
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to Monywa District Agriculture Depart-
ment.

During the 2025-2026 monsoon cropp-
ing season, 43,020 acres of sesame are

Township. Cultivation began in May
this year; and as of today;, a total of 31,210
acres have already been planted.
This year, the Ayadaw Township
Department of Agriculture is providing
guidance to sesame farmers on expan-
ding sesame cultivation, applying proper
cultivation methods and GAP techni-
ques, using quality and pure seeds, and
planting high-yield sesame varieties.
The crops planted in good agricultural
practice-GAP will have higher quality
than other usual crops and fetch higher
prices. Moreover, the GAP-applied crops
can be exported to foreign markets.
So, the farmers applying GAP will have
larger benefits from their farming
tasks and enjoy improved socio-econo-
mic life. SK

Pre-monsoon green gram harvested in Sagaing District

SAGAING August 13

Statistics of Sagaing District Depart-
ment of Agriculture mentioned that
local farmers have harvested 3,971
acres of green gram planted before
monsoon this year in Sagaing District
of Sagaing Region.

Local farmers placed 3,971 acres of
croplands under green gram before
monsoon this year in Sagaing District.
They started harvest of crops in June

this year, and so far, they have harvested
all sown acreage of crops, yielding more
than 19 baskets per acre.

This year; local farmers have harvested
338 acres of green gram planted before
monsoon in Sagaing Township, 818
acres in Myinmu Township and 2,815
acres in Myaung Township, totalling
3,971 acres.

Officials of relevant Township Agri-
culture Departments raised farmer

awareness to use quality strains of
crops, correct agricultural techniques,
prevention of pests, systematic use of
fertilizers, and boosting per-acre yield
of crops.

Moreover, officials cooperated with
local farmers in providing quality seeds,
agricultural inputs and post-harvest
technology for farmers in growing pulses
and beans in the district in monsoon
this year. SMK

KYUNHLA August 13

Township Agriculture Department
in Kyunhla Township stated that local
farmers have planted more than 3,000
acres of green gram in Kyunhla Township
of Sagaing Region this year.

During the 2025-2026 monsoon cropp-
ing season, 5,412 acres of green gram
are planned to be cultivated in Kyunhla
Township. Cultivation began in May this
year, and as of today, 3,921 acres have
already been planted.

"This year; during the monsoon cropping
season, over 5,000 acres of green gram
are planned to be cultivated in Kyunhla
Township. So far, more than 3,000 acres
have already been planted. Efforts
are being made to ensure the target
acreage is fully achieved. Awareness
campaigns are being conducted to
encourage expanded cultivation and
to promote the use of quality seeds for
better yields," said Daw Myint Myint
Yi, Head of the Kyunhla Township
Department of Agriculture.

Officials of the Township Agriculture
Department help local farmers choose
quality seeds of crops suitable for the re-
gion, use correct agricultural techniques,
prevent pests and systematically feed
crops with fertilizers in order to boost
per-acre yield of crops.

SMK



(056 114-8-2025

More than 2,000 acres of maize and sweet corns planted
in Mingin Township

MINGIN August 13

Local farmers have planted more
than 2,000 acres of maize and sweet
corns in Mingin Township of Sagaing
Region this year, according to the
Township Agriculture Department.

Local authorities earmarked cultiva-
tion of 529 acres of maize and 3,301
acres of sweet corns in the township.
But local farmers have planted 277
acres of maize and 2,505 acres of sweet
corns against the target cultivation.

“During this year’s monsoon crop
season, over 3,000 acres have been
designated for the cultivation of maize
and sweet corn in Mingin Township. As
of today, more than 2,000 acres have
already been cultivated. Efforts are
underway to reach the target acreage.
To ensure successful crop growth,
farmers are being educated and given
awareness on preventing pest and
disease infestations,” said Daw Hayman
Kyaw Win, Head of the Department of
Agriculture in Mingin Township.

This year, the Department of Agricul-

& A Sl Il
ture in Mingin Township has been
providing maize and sweet corn farmers
with training, conducting field demon-
strations, and raising awareness on
preventive measures against fall
armyworm. Integrated crop protection
measures are also being introduced,
including the use of neem-based
insecticides and safe application of
pesticides for pests affecting ginger

CAERNAS
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and chili plants, along with ongoing
education on agricultural practices.

In Mingin Township, maize cultivat-
ionyields over 50 baskets per acre, with
an estimated cost of around Ks-
500,000 per acre. Sweet corn cultiva-
tion yields about 15,000 cobs per acre,
with costs exceeding Ks-500,000 per
acre as well.

SK

Kalewa Township authorities manage cultivation of

more than 1

R =

)

&

[
KALEWA August 13

Statistics of Kalewa Township Agricul-
ture Department in Sagaing Region, a
total of 1,092 acres of vegetables have
been planted in the township this year.

During the 2025-2026 monsoon crop
season, a total of 1,935 acres have been
designated for vegetable cultivation in
Kalewa Township. Planting began in
May of this year, and as of today, 1,092
acres have already been cultivated.

“This year, over 1,900 acres of vege-
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tables are planned for cultivation in
Kalewa Township during the monsoon
season. As of today, more than 1,000
acres have already been planted. Efforts
are ongoing to meet the full target
acreage. The crops include roselle,
chilli, cauliflowers, herbs, potatoes,
okra, Chinese cabbage, eggplant, and
ridge gourd. Farmers are being provided
with technical assistance to grow all
these vegetables following the GAP
(Good Agricultural Practices) system.

getables
k. _ggf.’e:. EH

They’re also being trained to minimize
chemical residues and grow crops that
are health-friendly,” said U Myo Naing,
Head of the Township Department of
Agriculture in Kalewa.

This year, the Kalewa Township
Department of Agriculture has been
providing farmers with training to grow
vegetables using GAP methods. They
are also teaching techniques to ensure
that vegetables harvested from the
fields are healthy and safe for consum-
ption. Support is also being given to
encourage farmers to expand their
vegetable cultivation areas.

In Kalewa Township, seasonal vege-
tables are grown year-round. These
vegetable crops have been successful
and have contributed to household
income. The Department of Agriculture
is also educating farmers on proper
cultivation methods, pest prevention,
the use of natural fertilizers, and the
preparation and use of natural pesticides
and repellents.

SMK

Local News |19

Farmers finish
cultivation of
vegetable plants
on more than
1,000 acres of land

TAZE August 13

Local farmers have planted a total of
1,023 acres of vegetable plants in Taze
Township of Sagaing Region this year,
according to YeU District Agriculture
Department.

In 2025-2026 monsoon crop cultivation
season, local authorities earmarked
1,352 acres of vegetable plants in Taze
Township but farmers have so far planted
1,023 acres of crops against the target
cultivation.

“This year, during the monsoon crop
season, over 1,300 acres of vegetables
are planned for cultivation in Taze
Township. As of today, more than 1,000
acres have already been cultivated.
Efforts are ongoing to ensure that the
full target acreage is achieved. The
crops include roselle, chilli, spicy,
cauliflowers, cabbage, herbs, Chinese
cabbage, gourd, potatoes, okra, eggplant,
and ridge gourd. Farmers are being
provided with technical support to grow
all these vegetables following the GAP
(Good Agricultural Practices) system.
They are also being trained to minimize
chemical residues and grow crops that
are healthy and safe,” said U Zaw Myint
Htun, Head of the Department of
Agriculture for Ye-U District.

This year, the Taze Township Departm-
ent of Agriculture is providing technical
training to vegetable farmers to cultivate
using GAP standards. They are also
offering guidance to ensure that the
harvested vegetables meet health and
safety standards and are supporting
farmers in expanding their vegetable
cultivation areas.

In Taze Township, a variety of vegetabl-
es are cultivated seasonally each year.
These crops have proven successful
and contribute to household income.
The Department of Agriculture continues
to educate vegetable farmers on proper
cultivation techniques, pest-free practices,
and the use of natural fertilizers, organic
pesticides, and repellents.

SK

Budalin Township grows over 6,000 acres of rain-fed pigeon peas

BUDALIN August 13

More than 6,000 acres of pigeon peas
have been planted in this year rain
crops planting season in Budalin
Township, Monywa District, Sagaing
Region, according to the statistics of

the Department of Agriculture for
Budalin Township.

In the 2025-2026 rain crops planting
season, 34,500 acres of pigeon peas have
been planted in Budalin Township, and
planting has begun since May this year,

and 6,998 acres have been planted to
date.

“This year, Budalin Township has
planned to plant more than 34,000 acres
of pigeon peas in this year rain crops
planting season. More than 6,000 acres

have been planted to date. We are
working to ensure that the target acres
are met,” said U Phyo Wai, head of the
Department of Agriculture for Budalin
Township.

SMK



20| International News

14-8-2025 | w

China forces US destroyer out of territorial waters near
Scarborough Shoal

BEIJING August 13

The Chinese military drove a US
destroyer away from the disputed island
of Scarborough Shoal (Huangyan) on
Wednesday, the China Central Television
(CCTV) channel reported, citing the
Southern Theater Command of the
People’s Liberation Army (PLA).

The USS Higgins “illegally entered
the territorial waters of China off the
island of Huangyan without the permiss-
ion of the Chinese authorities,” CCTV
reported, citing PLA.

“The Navy of the PLA’s Southern
Theater Command deployed military
personnel to track, monitor, warn and

oust” the YS warship in line with the
law, the military said.

The PLA’s Southern Command said
that the actions of the US military
seriously infringed on China’s soverei-
gnty and security, undermined peace
and stability in the South China Sea,
and violated international law and basic
norms of international relations.

China, the Philippines, Vietnam,
Malaysia and other nations lay rival
claims to parts of the South China Sea,
where significant hydrocarbon reserves
have been discovered. The disputes
concern the Paracel Islands, the Spratly
Islands and Scarborough Shoal, which

and Pacific Ocean shipping routes and

Russia’s nuclear-
powered cruiser to
begin sea trials

VLADIVOSTOK August 13

Russia's nuclear-powered missile
cruiser Admiral Nakhimov is expected
tobegin sea trials in August or September,
local media reported on Wednesday.

The cruiser is now "in the final stage
of preparation for sea trials," said RIA
Novosti, quoting a source from Russia's
defense industry. "All systems, units
and equipment are undergoing checks,
and the delivery crew is being formed."

In July, Andrei Kostin, head of the
VTB Bank and chairman of the board
of directors of the United Shipbuilding
Corporation, said that repairs on the
Admiral Nakhimov had been completed
and the ship was ready for trials.

The Admiral Nakhimov, a Kirov-class
battlecruiser, is the largest surface
combat ship in the Russian Navy, with
a displacement of over 25,000 tons and
a nuclear propulsion system. It is
designed to destroy large surface targets
and provide integrated air and anti-
submarine defense.

Built in the late 1980s, the cruiser
served with the Northern Fleet before
being sent for repairs in the late 1990s.
The overhaul and modernization work
began in 2013. Xinhua

Russia’s Klyuchevskoy Volcano spews
12 km-high ash plume

VLADIVOSTOK August 13

The Klyuchevskoy Volcano in Russia’s
Kamchatka Peninsula ejected an ash
column soaring 12 kilometers into the
atmosphere on Wednesday, local au-
thorities said.

The ash plume is drifting southward,
with settlements in the Ust-Kamchatsky,
Milkovsky and Yelizovsky districts, as
well as the Vilyuchinsk and Petropav-
lovsk-Kamchatsky urban districts, lying
in its projected path, said the regional
branch of the Ministry of Emergency
Situations.

Minor ashfall in these areas is possi-

ble, though no ash deposits have been
reported so far in populated areas.

Officials urged residents to stay
safe in the event of ashfall by keeping
doors and windows shut, minimizing
outdoor exposure and wearing masks
outside.

Following the eruption, the volcano-
related aviation alert was raised to red,
the highest level.

Standing at 4,754 meters above sea
level and located in the Ust-Kamchatsky
District, Klyuchevskoy is the tallest
active volcano in Eurasia. Its current
eruptive phase began in April Xinhua

S. Korean president to visit Japan for summit with Ishiba

SEOUL August 13

South Korean President Lee Jae-myung will visit Japan for a summit with Japanese Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba
later this month, Lee’s office said Wednesday.
Presidential spokesperson Kang Yu-jung told a press briefing that Lee will make a two-day visit to Japan from
August 23 for the summit meeting with the Japanese premier.
Kang said the two leaders will seek to solidify the foundation for future-oriented bilateral cooperation, discuss ways
to strengthen South Korea-Japan and South Korea-U.S.-Japan cooperation, and exchange opinions about regional peace
and stability and other regional and global issues.
After the trip to Japan, the South Korean president will pay a three-day visit to the United States for a summit with
U.S. President Donald Trump on August 25.

Xinhua

India plans to
diversify non-US
trade — media

NEW DELHI August 13

India is planning to boost its export
presence in 50 countries in an effort to
mitigate the effects of increased US
tariffs, local media outlets reported on
Tuesday, citing government sources.

New Delhi has expanded its strategy
to now focus on the 50 nations that
account for around 90 percent of its
total exports, the Times of India said.

The strategy entails boosting engage-
ment with new markets in the Middle
East and Africa in particular, according
to a CNBC TV18 report. The approach
will be tailored to specific products and
will be guided by three main objectives:
diversifying exports, substituting imports
with domestic products, and improving
export competitiveness, the report
added.

The new policy is aimed at reducing
dependence on any one market and
minimizing the risks associated with
trade disruptions.

The move comes as India faces
concerns about a slowdown in global
demand and potential challenges from
US tariff measures.

Last week, the White House announced
an additional 25 percent tariff on Indian
imports, thus bringing the overall tariff
level facing the South Asian nation to
50 percent. US President Donald Trump
said the latest measures were imposed
due to India’s continued purchases of
Russian oil.

The Middle East is being targeted as
a growth region for Indian engineering
goods, gems, and jewelry, while Africa
presents opportunities for exports of
pharmaceuticals, auto components,
and agricultural products, according to
reports.

RT
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and property of innocent people.

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

Thousands more prostate cancer patients could avoid
overtreatment if NICE updated guldellnes charity says

Up to 5,000 men a year could avoid
potentially harmful treatment for
prostate cancer if ‘outdated’ guidelines
reflected the latest evidence, a charity
has said.

Closely monitoring the disease with
regular blood tests and scans can be
the best option for those whose cancer
is slow-growing and unlikely to endanger
their life.

But out-of-date guidance from the
National Institute of Health and Care
Excellence (Nice) on how this is imple-
mented has created a ‘wild west’, with
some hospitals adopting their own app-
roach.

This has also led to a ‘postcode lottery’
of care, with patients in some parts of
the country more likely to have unnece-
ssary surgery, with the risk of side-effects
such as erectile dysfunction or incontin-
ence.

Potential overtreatment for prostate
cancerranges from 2% to 24%, depending
on where men are in the country,
according to Prostate Cancer UK.

One in four men diagnosed with
prostate cancer each year have such
slow growing disease that it is unlikely
the cancer will ever cause them harm.

Modern advances in how we diagnose
prostate cancer mean clinicians can
now tell which men need immediate
treatment to stop their cancer progre-
ssing, and which men would be better
off being monitored, enabling them to
delay or even avoid treatment altogether.

Nice guidance on active surveillance
is designed to advise specialists on how
to implement monitoring and which
men should be monitored.

However, it has not been updated
since 2021, according to Prostate Cancer
UK.

Analysis of freedom of information
responses by the charity found one in
four (24 percent) hospitals rely on Nice
guidance alone to implement active
surveillance.

But 35 have created their own guide-
lines, which Prostate Cancer UK warned
can lead to inconsistency and confusion
among medics.

The charity is now repeating its call

for Nice to update its guidance, warning
the outdated version is hindering a
screening programme for prostate
cancer.

Amy Rylance, assistant director of
health improvement at Prostate Cancer
UK, said: To reduce the harm caused
by prostate cancer and build the foun-
dations for a screening programme, we
need to both save lives and prevent
unnecessary treatment but official
guidelines still haven’t caught up with
the clinical evidence.

Concerns about overtreatment are
amajorreason the UK does not routinely
screen for prostate cancer, despite it
being the most common cancer in
England.

Acting on latest research that shows
more men can safely opt for monitoring
instead of treatment will reduce
overtreatment and the harm it causes
men.

We asked Nice to update their active
surveillance guidance two years ago,
but our request was rejected.

‘Now we have evidence this is poten-
tially affecting thousands of men. Eno-
ugh is enough.’

The NHS uses a prostate-specific
antigen (PSA) blood test to check for
prostate conditions including prostate
cancer or an enlarged prostate.

Routine PSA testing is not currently
offered on the NHS, but patients may
be offered a PSA test if a GP suspects
they have prostate cancer, while men
over 50 can request a test from their
GP even if they do not have symptoms.

Vincent Gnanapragasam, a professor
of urology at the University of Cambridge,
said: Active surveillance is the best
treatment option for men whose cancer
is unlikely to progress or cause them
problems in their lifetime.

But Nice’s outdated guidelines have
created a deeply concerning wild west
on how surveillance is implemented by
different healthcare teams.

This inconsistency is resulting in a
lack of confidence from patients in
surveillance, who may instead opt to
have treatment they may not have ever
needed, risking harmful side effects.

!'IT

‘Programmes for active surveillance
that are standardised and individualised
to aman’s risk factors have been tested
and proven to work.’

The Daily Mail is campaigning for a
national prostate cancer screening
programme, initially targeted at high
risk men.

Commentary by Lord Darren
Mott OBE

1 in 8 men will get prostate cancer.
It’s now the most diagnosed cancer in
England.

It’s more important than ever to make
prostate cancer treatment and care a
priority.

When people think of cancer, most
will likely assume it needs treatment.

But no two prostate cancers are the
same, and for some men, their cancer
is unlikely to spread or harm them, and
can stay this way for many years. For
these men, treatment might not be the
best option. Instead, these men can be
monitored with regular tests.

This is called active surveillance.

Avoiding treatment means avoiding
potential side effects, such as urinary
incontinence and erectile dysfunction.

However, right now in England,
outdated guidelines from the National
Institute for Health and Care Excellence
(NICE) mean fewer men are avoiding
treatment than could be.

NICE’s guidelines for active surveill-
ance have not been updated since 2021.

In that time, huge improvements have
been made in diagnosis which make
active surveillance safer, and new
research means doctors can tell more
easily which cancers are more likely to
spread.

But the guidelines remain unchanged
and have fallen behind clinical practice.
They also contradict NHS guidelines.

To understand the scale of the probl-
em, Prostate Cancer UK submitted a
freedom of information (FOID) request
to UK hospitals.

The results are stark: just a quarter
(24%) of hospitals use NICE guidelines
exclusively for active surveillance.

The FOI identified that 35 hospitals
had created their own guidelines for
active surveillance.

Clearly, NICE’s outdated guidelines
are contributing to national inconsistency
and confusion.

This has created a postcode lottery
across the country, with some men
more likely to be overtreated depending
on where they live.

Prostate cancer remains the only
common cancer without a screening
programme.

The National Screening Committee
will reach a decision this year; following
evidence submitted by Prostate Cancer
UK. Whatever the decision, the ultimate
goal must be a national screening
programme for all men at risk.
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Card Services
P Individual Debit Card/ Credit Card

P Corporate Debit Card

P Automated Teller Machine Services MPU
Phone No :
(01) 2301367, 2301368,

(01) 2301452, 2301378

P Point of Sales Services

P Online Payment/ Tax Payment
Via E-commerce



