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Mann Shwesettaw Pagoda to be
held Buddha Pujaniya Festival

MINBU January 12
According to a source close to
the pagoda’s board of trustees,
the Buddha Pujaniya Festival at
the Mann Shwesettaw Pagoda
will take place from 2 February
to 17 April, lasting 75 days.
Around 1,000 lodging huts
and 500 food stalls are typically
set up annually for the Mann
Shwesettaw Pagoda Festival.
The festival sees its largest
crowds on Saturdays, Sundays,
the full moon day of Taboung,

and during the Thingyan Festi-
val. Approximately 800 huts
and 400 food stalls will be con-
structed to accommodate do-
mestic pilgrims this year. Pil-
grims will be allowed to stay
overnight during the festival.
Additionally, the Shwesettaw
Mann Creek Recreation Camp,
which includes an elephant
museum, will be open alongside
the Mann Shwesettaw Pagoda
Festival.
SK

13120051 G4
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Cultivation of sunflower finishes on more than 1,300 acres of croplands in
Mingin Township

MINGIN January 12

Statistics of Mingin Township
Agriculture Department stated
that a total of 1,327 acres of sun-
flower has been planted as cold
season crops in Mingin Town-
ship of Sagaing Region.

Local farmers started cultiva-
tion of sunflower on 1,327 acres

of land in October this year,
against the target of 16,335
acres of sunflower in 2024-2025
cold season.

Daw Hayman Kyaw Kyaw,
Head of Mingin Township
Agriculture Department said:
“Local authorities earmarked
cultivation of more than 10,000

acres of sunflower in Mingin
Township this cold season but
farmers have so far planted
more than 1,000 acres of crops
against the target cultivation.
They are trying hard to meet
the target cultivation with
the aim of reducing import of
cooking oil abroad. So, they

are striving to expand sown
acreage of sunflower. Yield of
oil from sunflower is larger
than groundnut and sesame.
Farmers prefer to grow sun-
flower in winter.”

Mingin Township Depart-
ment of Agriculture conducts
training courses for local far-

mers and agricultural staff to
enhance their capacity so as
to grow sunflower.

This year; officials of the Town-
ship Department arrange to
provide quality strains of crops
and urea fertilizers at fair prices
to local farmers.

SMK

More than 20,000 acres of summer paddy to be planted in Kanbalu Township

L I

KANBALU January 12

A total 0f20,884 acres of sum-
mer paddy will be planted in
Kanbalu Township of Sagaing
Region this winter, according
to the Kanbalu Township Agri-
culture Department.

In 2024-2025 summer, far-
mers will grow 20,884 acres
of summer paddy in Kanbalu
Township from February to
April 2025.

U Myo Zaw, Head of Kanbalu
Township Agriculture Depart-
ment commented: “Local autho-
rities earmarked 20,844 acres
of summer paddy in coming
summer. Our department will
help local farmers with agri-
cultural techniques, prevention
of pests, minimizing loss and
waste of crops and keeping
harvested paddy under shelter
in time.”

This year, the relevant Agri-
culture Department will conduct
distribution of quality strains
of crops for boosting per-acre
yield of crops, and supply of
agricultural inputs to local
farmers.

Farmers need to comply with
preventive measures against
pests at the crops plantations
and store quality strains of
crops in advance. SK

More than 500 acres of vegetables planted in Kyunhla Township

KYUNHLA January 12

Local farmers have planted
561 acres of vegetables as
cold season crops in Kyunhla
Township of Sagaing Region
this year, according to the
statistics of Kyunhla Township
Agriculture Department.

In 2024-2025 cold season,
local authorities set a plan to
grow 577 acres of vegetables in

Kyunhla Township but farmers
have so far planted 561 acres of
vegetables against the target
cultivation.

Daw Myint Myint Yi, Head of
Kyunhla Township Agriculture
Department, disclosed: “This
year, we earmarked to grow 577
acres of vegetables in Kyunhla
Township but farmers have
so far planted 561 acres of

crops. They grow mustard,
chilli, spicy, potato, cabbage,
eggplant, ladyfinger, cauli-
flowers and Chinese cabbage
as well as cannabis. We share
agricultural techniques with
local farmers to grow crops in
GAP system. Only when they
grow crops in GAPs will vege-
tables be healthy for public con-
sumption with least chemical

residue.”

Township Agriculture De-
partment conduct training
courses for local farmers and
staff from the department to
enhance their capacity for
growing vegetable crops to
be able to produce healthy
crops for public consumption
and expand sown acreage of
crops.

Local farmers earn increas-
ed incomes from their vege-
table plantations which are
thriving in the township. Offi-
cials of the Township Agricul-
ture Department disseminate
techniques about making na-
tural fertilizers and pesticides
as well as ways of preventing
pests.

SMK
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the State responsibility.

various parts of Myanmar.

State Administration Council

Press Release

Re-invitation to Myanmar citizens who reside in various regions for many reasons

1. Some student youths, State service personnel and citizens evaded to areas of EAOs and foreign countries with worries because of incitements and
intimidation of NLD members, extremist followers, unlawful associations and terrorist groups such as CRPH and NUG, incitement of CDM, and the persons

and organizations at home and abroad not wishing to restore the peace and stability of the State since after 1 February 2021 when the Tatmadaw assumed

2. They are further worried about the dictatorship statement and speeches of unlawful association and terrorist group CRPH and NUG, and some
relevant persons. As they face no security guarantee and difficulties in socio-economic life in their areas, they wish to return to their native lands.

3. The State Administration Council will specially ease the restrictions for service personnel, intellectuals and intelligentsia, and the persons from
various arenas and citizens who evaded from the country with worries, except the persons who committed murders, robbery, setting fire, mine explosions
and intentional attacks on security troops, those who crowded to attack public service personnel and some people, those who destroyed government owned
buildings and private owned buildings and those who deeply participated in the CDM activities with providing monetary assistance and other ways.

4, As those who evaded from their native areas are also citizens, the State Administration Council will arrange their returns from the evaded areas to

5. As such, the information was released that if those who evaded to various areas, except the persons who committed any kinds of crime, wish to return
to their native lands in Myanmar of their own accord due to various worries, the citizens abroad are to contact nearby ward, village, township and district

administration bodies and relevant embassies, military attaché offices and consulates in accord with the easing restrictions under the law.

State Administration Council

Information Team

Nattalin Township completes cultivation of 7,532 acres of oilseed crops

NATTALIN January 12
Local farmers in Nattalin
Township have successfully
completed the cultivation of
7,532 acres of oilseed crops
during the winter growing

season, according to the Town-
ship Department of Agricul-
ture.

Originally, 6,347 acres were
designated for oilseed culti-
vation in Nattalin Township.

However, local farmers exceed-
ed this target, cultivating 7,532
acres of oilseeds.

Officials from the Township
Agriculture Department have
been visiting farms, offering

essential support, including
agricultural techniques, high-
quality seeds, planting me-
thods, and pest control strateg-
ies.

The 7,532 acres of oilseed

crops planted in the 2024-2025
fiscal year consist 0f 2,730 acres
of groundnuts, 1,988 acres of
sesame, and 2,814 acres of
sunflowers.

SMK

Taze Township finishes cultivation of more than 1,000 acres of vegetables
this cold season

TAZE January 12

Atotal of 1,150 acres of vege-
tables has been planted in Taze
Township of Sagaing Region
this cold season, according to
the YeU District Agriculture
Department.

In 2024-2025 cold season,
local authorities earmarked
cultivation of 1,725 acres of

vegetables but local farmers
planted 1,150 acres of crops.
U Zaw Myint Tun, Head of
YeU District Agriculture De-
partment explained: “Farmers
have so far planted over 1,100
acres of vegatables against
the target of more than 1,700
acres in Taze Township this
cold season. They emphasize

cultivation of mustard, chilli,
spicy, cabbage, potato, cucum-
ber, eggplant, cauliflowers,
pulses and beans, Chinese
cabbages. We urged local far-
mers to follow GAP system in
growing crops so as to produce
healthy crops with least che-
mical residues and increase
per-acre yield.”

The Township Agriculture
Department conducted the
training courses for local far-
mers and agricultural staff so
as to improve their capacity in
growing vegetables. Officials
of the township department
disseminate agricultural techni-
ques to local farmers and urge
them to expand sown acreage

of crops.

Farmers earn incomes from
vegetable crops. Officials of
the Township Agriculture De-
partment share techniques of
agriculture, prevention of pests
and and making process of
natural fertilizers and pests
with local farmers.

SK

Farmers decide to grow more than 4,000 acres of chilli in Myaungmya Township

MYAUNGMYA January 12
“A plan is underway to place
4,791 acres of croplands under
chilli as cold season crops
in Myaungmya Township
of Ayeyawady Region,” said
Daw Khin Htay Myint, Head of
Myaungmya District Depart-

ment of Agriculture.

Local farmers grow chilli
in the township in the third
week of November this year.
Officials of the Township Agri-
culture Department provide
necessary assistance for local
farmers to operate cultivation

of chilli without any difficult-
ies.

Daw Khin Htay Myint com-
mented: “Efforts are being
made to the meet the target
cultivation of chilli in the town-
ship this year. We have urged
local farmers to use marketable

and high yield strains of chilli
this year. So, farmers choose
high quality strains of crops.
We help local farmers prevent
pests and use agricultural
techniques for boosting per-
acreyield of crop before grow-
ing the crops.”

Officials from District and
Township Agriculture Depart-
ments make field trips to the
areas of chilli growers to inspect
thriving of crops in order to
prevent pests and raise per-
acre yield of crops.

SMK
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S. Korea’s nuclear agency launches investigation into abnormal
discharge of radioactive waste

SEOUL January 12

South Korea’s nuclear safety
agency has launched an investi-
gation into the abnormal dis-
charge of liquid radioactive
waste from a nuclear reactor
to the southeast of the country,
Yonhap news agency said Sun-
day.

The Nuclear Safety and Se-

curity Commission (NSSC) re-
ceived a report from Korea
Hydro & Nuclear Power (KHNP),
the operator of nuclear power
plants, at about 10:23 a.m.
local time (0123 GMT) Sunday
that the liquid waste of a radio-
active storage tank in the
Wolseong No. 2 nuclear power
plant in Gyeongju, North Gye-

ongsang province was dis-
charged into the ocean without
going through a sample analy-
sis.

The KHNP took measures
to block leakage immediately
after finding the tank outlet
valve was open while preparing
torelease the liquid waste into
the ocean, the NSSC said in a

bulletin posted on its official
website.

According to the KHNP’s
analysis of samples left in the
tank, the concentration of the
leaked liquid waste, estimated
at about 29 tons, stood at normal
levels.

The NSSC said it had dispat-
ched experts to the power plant

in abid to investigate the exact
amount and the cause of the
leakage, planning to check
any environmental impact by
collecting seawater near the
power plant.

The agency promised to
announce the results of the
investigation once available.

Xinhua

Snowstorm leaves 32,000 households without power in Poland

WARSAW January 12

About 32,000 households
across Poland, mainly in the
northern provinces, have been
left without electricity due to
snowstorm, the Polish Radio
reported on Sunday.

Nationwide, firefighters have
responded to nearly 1,000 wea-
ther-related incidents since
Thursday, including broken
branches, fallen trees, and
downed power lines. According
to an official from the Govern-
ment Security Center, emer-
gency crews are actively work-
ing to restore power.

Heavy snowfall is forecast to

continue in eastern, southern,
and central regions of the
country, with mountainous
areas expected to see the most
accumulation.

The Tatra Mountains remain
under a level-two avalanche
warning until 8 p.m. local time.
The Tatra National Park has
urged tourists to exercise
caution, warning of dangerous
conditions at higher elevations,
including deep snowdrifts and
snow cornices exacerbated by
strong winds.

Despite the challenges, Po-
land’s General Directorate for
National Roads and Motorways

Snowstormleaves 32;000/househo

roads remain passable. More
than 2,300 snowplows and main-

has assured that all national

thoutpower in Poland. ..~

tenance vehicles have been de-
ployed overnight to ensure safe
passage. Xinhua

Death toll rises to 16 as firefighters continue to battle
spreading wildfires in Los Angeles

Firefightingihelicopteryis[seen aboye:tl

PAnselcsXCaliforniakthesUnited|

LOS ANGELES January 12
Atleast 16 people have been
killed by blazes as thousands

of firefighters race to battle
spreading wildfires across
Los Angeles County, the most

populous U.S. county, local
authorities said Saturday.

According to alist of fatalities
published by the County of Los
Angeles Medical Examiner,
death toll from wildfires rose
to 16 as of Saturday evening.

Eleven of the dead were
related to the Eaton Fire and
five were found in the Palisades
Fire zone.

The deadly Eaton Fire, which
broke out Tuesday evening, has
scorched 14,117 acres (57.1 square
km) near Altadena and Pasadena
and was 15 percent contained
as of Saturday afternoon.

The fire remained active
overnight and is burning in an
area with steep inaccessible
terrain and critically dry vege-
tation, said the California De-
partment of Forestry and Fire
Protection (CAL FIRE) in a
situation summary update. Ae-
rial imagery overlays show app-
roximately 7,081 structures may
have been damaged or destroy-
ed by the fire.

Firefighters battling the fire
earlier this week encountered
swaths of fire hydrants with
no water, prompting a swirl of
criticism. Xinhua

Tropical Cyclone Dikeledi kills 3 in Madagascar

ANTANANARIVO January 12

Three people have died and
nearly 1,000 have been affected
by severe weather in Madaga-
scar’s Sava region following
Tropical Cyclone Dikeledi,
according to the latest report
from the National Office for
Risk and Disaster Management

released Sunday.

Cyclone Dikeledi made land-
fallin Vohemar district, northern
Madagascar, around 7:30 p.m.
local time on Saturday, bring-
ing winds of 130 km/h and gusts
of up to 180 km/h. The cyclone
exited the island’s northern
coast by 11:00 p.m. local time

Saturday, continuing its west-
ward path.

The disaster left 308 people
displaced and 179 homes flood-
ed. Additionally, 38 houses
sustained partial damage and
a section of National Road
No. 6 was cut off, further compli-
cating access to the affected

areas.

Meteorological authorities
have warned of heavy rainfall
in the coming hours, with
forecasts predicting over 120
millimeters of rain, particu-
larly in the island’s northern
region.

Xinhua

Israeli
Air Force
attacks
Hezbollah

group in
southern
Lebanon

MOSCOW January 12

The Israeli Air Force IAF) has
targeted a group of Hezbollah
fighters in southern Lebanon
after the detection of activities
violating the ceasefire, the Israel
Defense Forces (IDF) said on
Saturday.

“Earlier today (Saturday), se-
veral terrorists were identified
leaving a military compound
used by the Hezbollah terrorist
organization in southern Leba-
non. An IAF aircraft struck the
terrorists in order to eliminate
the threat,” the IDF said on
Telegram.

The IDF added that it con-
tinues to follow ceasefire agree-
ments between Israel and
Lebanon.

“The IDF remains deployed
in southern Lebanon and will
operate against any threat
to the State of Israel and its
citizens,” it said.

A US-brokered ceasefire
between Israel and Lebanon’s
Hezbollah came into effect on
November 27, after months of
fighting. Despite the truce, the
Israeli armed forces continued to
intrude into Lebanese airspace,
striking selected targets in
the south, conducting aerial
reconnaissance over Beirut
and major cities, and raiding
border villages.

Sputnik
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive
activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

and property of innocent people.

Al

>C> You can also say that ‘something is going to happen’ in the future. For example:

The man isn’t looking where he is going.

He is going to walk into the wall.

When we say that ‘something is going to happern’,
the situation now makes this clear.

The man is walking towards the wall now, so we
can see that he is going to walk into it.

going to

now futur

Some more examples:

® Look at those black clouds! It’s going to rain. (we can see the clouds now)
® Ifeel terrible. I think I'm going to be sick. (I feel terrible now)
® The economic situation is bad now and things are going to get worse.

>D> Iwas going to do something = I intended to do it, but didn’t do it:
® We were going to travel by train, but then we decided to drive instead.
® I was just going to cross the road when somebody shouted ‘Stop!’

You can say that ‘something was going to happen’ (but didn’t happen):
® Ithought it was going to rain, but it didn’t.

- Write questions with going to.

1 Your friend has won some money. You ask:

(what / do?) What are you going to. do.withit?. ... ... ...
2 Your friend is going to a wedding next week. You ask:

(WRAL / WEAT?) ..ottt st st et et sttt bttt bbbt s s
3 Your friend has just bought a new table. You ask:

(WHETE / PUL?) ettt ettt ettt ettt st b et st se s s st e as st sessassssensens
4 Your friend has decided to have a party. You ask:

(WHO [ INVIEE?) oottt ettt b sttt s st bbbttt bbbt sttt bntacs
5 Your friend has bought some fish for dinner. You ask:

LUaTo X Ao T ) ;0 T

Raymond Murphy
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