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MRF establishes
organic fertilizer
model farms

in Nay Pyi Taw,
4 regions

NAY PYI TAW December 25

Myanmar Rice Federation
(MRF) stated that model farm-
ing with utilization of organic
compound fertilizer reached 39
plots in Nay Pyi Taw, Yangon,
Bago, Mandalay and Ayeyawady
regions in the 2024-2025 mon-
soon paddy season.

Department of Agriculture,
MRF and organic fertilizer ma-
nufacturing companies joined
hands to do research on model
farming with the use of organic
compound fertilizer to ramp up
paddy yield, save some agri-
cultural input, create sustaina-
ble agriculture and improve
good agricultural practices.

Demonstration, farmers aw-
areness campaigns and harves-
ting were conducted in those
research farms.

MRF has been carrying out
repatriation activities in flood-
stricken areas affected by Ty-
phoon Yagi in early September.
They are joining hands with re-
lated institutions and depart-
ments for agricultural post-
flood recovery programmes.
MRF contributed towards vul-
nerable farmers who suffered
due to unprecedented flood-
ing, along with affiliated asso-
ciations (Myanmar Rice Millers
Association, Myanmar Paddy
Producers Association, Myan-
mar Rice and Paddy Traders
Association, member compa-
nies). MRF put Ks-500 million
for the donation of rice bags,
paddy seed and fertilizer and
Ks-1.25 billion of capital revolv-
ing fund to offer zero-interest
loans for farmers through a
Leading Group for the Protec-
tion of Farmer Rights and En-
hancement of their Benefits
under the Ministry of Agricul-
ture, Livestock and Irrigation
under those programmes.

SK

Kayin State prepares for Kayin New Year celebration

HPA-AN December 25

Preparations are in progress
in Hpa-an, Kayin State, for the
Kayin New Year celebration,
scheduled for 30 December
2024, which coincides with the
first waxing of Pyatho.

The first waxing day of Pya-
tho in the Myanmar lunar ca-
lendar marks the Kayin New
Year. This year; 11 January also
fell on the first waxing day of
Pyatho, making the upcoming
celebration the second Kayin
New Year in 2024.

“According to the Myanmar
calendar; this rare occurrence
happens every four or five ye-
ars. During the last New Year, a
large frog drum and a buffalo
horn sculpture were crafted
in the field of Taungkalay. This

year, preparations are under-
way to create alarge Kayin na-
tional flag,” shared a resident
of Taungkalay village in Hpa-an
Township.

At the upcoming Kayin New
Year Festival, food will be served
to attendees of the unveiling
ceremony for the ‘Kayin Natio-
nal Flag.” Additionally, sports

competitions and traditional Don
Yein dance contests will take
place across Kayin State on
Monday, 30 December, to cele-
brate Kayin New Year 2764.SK

Ayadaw Township complete

h. MR =

AYADAW December 25

Statistics of Monywa District
Agriculture Department stated
that a total of 2,309 acres of
black gram has been planted
in Ayadaw Township of Sagaing
Region this cold season.

In 2024-2025 financial year,
the township planned to grow

3,050 acres of black gram but

s cul

L e T

local farmers have so far plan-
ted 2,309 acres of black gram.

Daw San San Myint, Head of
Monywa District Agriculture
Department disclosed: “We
planned to grow more than 3,000
acres of black gram, more than
2,000 acres of which has been

tivation of black gram

planted in Ayadaw Township.
Local farmers and departme-
ntal officials are striving to meet
the target cultivation. We helped
local farmers with necessary
technologies, quality seeds, pe-
sticides and fertilizers.”

The department arranges
provision of suitable quality
strains of crops, agricultural
techniques, prevention of pests,
systematic use of fertilizers
and pests for boosting per-acre
yield.

This year, relevant officials
from the Township Agriculture
Department distribute quality
seeds of crops, agricultural in-
puts, and post-harvest techno-
logy to local farmers in order
to increase per-acre yield of
crops. SK

Winter agricultural loans disbursed to farmers in Kawa Township

KAWA December 25

Winter agricultural loans were
disbursed to farmers who have
already paid back the loans
in 2023 fiscal year at the flat
ground of Ngahtatkyi Pagoda
in Kawa Township, Bago Dist-
rict of Bago Region at 10:00 am
on 23 December.

First of all, U Min Naing, ma-
nager of the Myanma Agricultu-

ral Development Bank (branch),
called on farmers to pay back
the loans during the set date,
and explained rules and regula-
tions of the bank to be abode
by farmers.

The bank dispenses Ks-
100,000 per acre of farmland to
farmers in the township. As of
now, the bank disbursed Ks-
118.3 million of loans to 161 far-

mers from Ward-2 and Zay-
phalon Village in the township
for 1,183 acres of croplands.
The bank will continue to
disburse the loans to the rest
of farmers in the township till
the end of December 2024,
according to the Myanma Agri-
culture Development Bank
(branch).
SMK

Mudon Township
plans to grow
1,000 acres of

summer paddy

MUDON December 25

Local farmers in Mudon Town-
ship of Mon State have earma-
rked to plant 1,000 acres of sum-
mer paddy, using agricultural
water through a network of
canals and ditches from the
dam in 2024-2025 fiscal year,
according to the Township Agri-
culture Department.

Officials from the Township
Agriculture Department are
providing technical assistance
to farmers starting from the
second week of December this
year in line with the guidance
of the State Government.

To ensure agricultural success
andboost summer paddy yields,
staff from the Township Agri-
culture Department are making
field trips and providing farmers
with necessary assistance such
as agricultural techniques, good
quality seeds, fertilizer, methods
of planting and prevention of
pest infestation in collaboration
with relevant farmers in the
Township. SMK
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Farmers reap monsoon paddy in Htigyaing Township

HTIGYAING December 25

Statistics of Htigyaing Town-
ship Agriculture Department
stated that a total of 7,506 acres
of monsoon paddy has been
harvested in the township of
Sagaing Region this year.

Farmers planted 40,010 acres
of monsoon paddy in Htigyaing
Township this year. They star-
ted harvesting of paddy in Oc-
tober this year. So far, they
have completed harvest of 7,506
acres of crops, yielding 89.76
baskets per acre.

U Ko Ko Aung, Head of
Htigyaing Township Depart-
ment of Agriculture, explained:
“Local farmers planted more
than 40,000 acres of monsoon
paddy. So far, they have reaped
more than 7,000 acres of pa-
ddy. Our department provided
necessary agricultural tech-
niques for local farmers in
addition to quality strains of
crops.”

Officials of the Township De-
partment of Agriculture coo-
perated with local farmers in

growing monsoon paddy without
difficulties this year.

Agricultural staff members
urged farmers to minimize loss
and waste in harvesting crops
and keep them in the shelters
in time.

Monsoon paddy plantations
are thriving in the township.
Officials of the township depart-
ment help farmers select qua-
lity strains of crops, prevent
pests and systematically use
fertilizers.

SMK
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Mount Taungwine in Maw

MAWLAMYINE December 25

During the trekking season
of Mount Taungwine located in
Mawlamyine resumed in De-
cember, the arrival of walkers
and pilgrims has reached even
over 2,000 on weekends, accord-
ingto the Sasananwe Foundation.

On 21 and 22 December; there
were 1,200 and 2,000 walkers
respectively and around 1,500
on some days. It is expected
that the visitor arrival will be
larger during coming long holi-
days, said residents.

“Taungwine is like Mandalay

Hill. We can view our town,
Mawlamyine from the top of
Mount Taungwine so people
enjoy visiting here. The trekking
path is crowded from 5 am,”
said a resident.

Recently, the weather has
become cold at the foot of the

amyine resumes the trekking season

mountain and walkers are
advised to get dressed warmly.
The three-month trekking and
pilgrimage season, which is
designated in December, Jan-
uary and February, started on
1 December, said the Sasana-
nwe Foundation. SK

ChaungU Township cultivates over 1,000 acres of winter sunflowers

CHAUNGU December 25

A total of 1,305 acres of sun-
flowers have been planted in
this winter crops planting sea-

son in ChaungU Township,
Monywa District, Sagaing Re-
gion, according to statistics
from the Department of Agri-

culture for ChaungU Township

During the 2024-2025 winter
crops planting season, 2,760
acres of winter sunflowers
are planned to be planted in
ChaungU Township, and since
October this year, 1,305 acres
have been planted.

“We are working to reach the
target area. In order to reduce
the palm oil imported from
abroad, we are expanding the
cultivation of sunflower, which
is an oilseed crop. Sunflower,
which is an oil crop, produces
more oil per acre than other

peanuts and sesame,” said Daw
Khin Myat Myat Oo, head of
the Department of Agriculture
for ChaungU Township.

It is reported that the De-
partment of Agriculture of the
township is speeding up edu-
cational courses for the expan-
sion of sunflower cultivation
in ChaungU Township and
training courses are being
conducted for the employees
and the farmers who will grow
sunflowers to improve their
performance.

SMK

Reddish trading high in
Myanaung Township
v

MYANAUNG December 25

“Reddish produced in Myana-
ung Township of Ayeyawady
Region is in good trading,” said
Daw Phyu Aung, the green
grocery trader in Myanaung
Township.

Local farmers emphasize
cultivation of reddish. So, red-
dish weighing some 250 viss is
traded daily from the second
week of November to date.

Daw Phyu Aung explained:
“Myanaung Township produces

plentiful reddish with free from
pests. Now, reddish trading
booms in the region starting
from the second week of Novem-
ber this year. Its price is slightly
high due to high demand in the
region.”

Thanks to good trading of
reddish, those in production
chain are convenient in their
livelihoods. At present, reddish
fetches Ks-35,000 per 10 viss in
the market.

SK

Strawberries from Shan State
increase demand in the

local market

TAUNGGYI December 25

Now, strawberries are being
harvested abundantly in Shan
State’s Taunggyi and loads of
orders have been on the rise.

Orders have been placed
from Dawei, Hpa-an and Mya-
wady and the price has fallen
now compared to the beginn-
ing of harvest season in Novem-
ber.

“Strawberry production has
been plentiful now. Orders have
been on the rise too. Even we

have to request to wait. We are
unable to transport daily beca-
use the supply is inadequate,”
said Ma Sandi Taya, a fruit re-
tail and wholesale distributor
from Taunggyi Township.
Strawberry is one of the most-
consumed fruits and among
the best-selling seasonal fruits
in Myanmar. This year’s straw-
berry production is larger than
that of last year and it is mainly
grown in Hopong Township.
SK

Laypin plum
trade rises
in Yangon
fruit market

YANGON December 25

Newly harvested Laypin plu-
ms have been traded well in the
Yangon fruit market.

These plums are called Lay-
pin plums as they are produced
from Laypin Village located
along the road to Mann Shwe-
settaw Pagoda in central Mya-
nmar and the flavour is distin-
ctly sweet. Laypin plums are
available only for three months
of the year.

“The recent best-seller fruit
is Laypin plum which is pro-
duced from Shwesettaw Lay-
pin Village. It is its season and
just begins now. The Laypin
plum trade has been pretty
good since the beginning of the
season. It is one of the most
marketable fruits in Yangon.
Itis different from other plums
and quite sweet,” said Ma Thin
Thin Hlaing, fruits retail and
wholesale distributor from
Hmawbi Township.

Laypin plum is crunchy and
the flavour is distinctively sweet
from the stage of young fruit and
sweeter when it ripens. Despite
being sweet, it is hardly to be
infected and can be harvested
from November to March.

In 2023, Laypin plums were
traded online in Pyay, and since
then the fruit has become more
popular in the local fruit mar-
ket.

SMK
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Air defence destroys 59 Ukrainian drones over 5 Russian regions, Sea of Azov - MoD

MOSCOW December 25

The air defence destroyed
59 Ukrainian drones over five
Russian regions and the Sea of
Azov last night, the Russian
Defence Ministry said on Wed-

nesday.

"Over the past night, air de-
fence systems destroyed 59
Ukrainian unmanned aerial
vehicles: 26 drones were shot
down over the Belgorod Re-

gion, 23 over the Voronezh
Region, three drones each
over the Kursk, Bryansk and
Tambov Regions, and one over
the Sea of Azov," the ministry
said.

Ukraine has been send-
ing drones and missiles into
Russia almost daily since it
launched its counteroffen-
sive in early June 2023. The
United Nations said in August

last year, following a botched
drone strike on Moscow, that
it did not want to see any tar-
geting of civilian infrastruc-
ture.

Sputnik

Soyuz rocket with Resurs-P satellite blasts off

from Baikonur

BAIKONUR December 25

On March 31, a similar sate-
llite, the Resurs-P Number 4,
was launched into orbit aboard
a Soyuz-2.1b rocket from Baiko-
nur.

Sputnik brings you live cove-
rage as the Russian Resurs-P
satellite launches from Baikonur
aboard the 2000% Soyuz-2.1b
rocket, marking a significant
milestone in space exploration.
The satellite's journey into orbit
is expected to take exactly 9
minutes and 23 seconds.

The Resurs-P satellites are
capable of capturing Earth
images with a resolution of 70

high-resolution data is essen-
tial for monitoring pollution,
assessing environmental de-
gradation, exploring natural re-
sources, evaluating ice condi-

a_ii'on.u.r-.—l.ﬁ, -
el W iy

tions, and conducting emer-
gency monitoring. Additionally,
the imagery is invaluable for
updating topographic and navi-
gational maps.

Sputnik

Electricity connection between
Finland, Estonia disrupted

HELSINKI December 25

The Estlink 2 electricity con-
nection between Finland and
Estonia has been disrupted,
according to local media re-
ports on Wednesday.

The reports, citing a state-
ment from Finland's grid op-
erator Fingrid, indicated that
the direct current connection
went offline at 12:26 p.m. (1026
GMT) on Wednesday. At the
time of the disruption, power
transmission from Finland to
Estonia was reported to be 658
MW. Fingrid has launched an
investigation to determine the
cause of the outage.

The Estonian Public Broad-
casting (ERR) reported that
Elering, the Estonian grid oper-
ator, has also confirmed the
outage but stated that the reason
for the disconnection remains
unknown. Investigations are
ongoing on both sides of the
connection.

Estlink 2, in operation since
2014, is a high-voltage direct
current (HVDC) link that con-
nects Finland and Estonia. It
was built to complement Est-
link 1, the first HVDC connec-
tion between the two countries,
which was commissioned in
2006. Xinhua

Azerbaijan airlines plane from Baku crashes near Kazakhstan’s Aktau

ALMATY December 25

A passenger plane operated
by Azerbaijan Airlines from
Baku to Grozny crashed near
the Kazakh city of Aktau on
Wednesday, Kazakhstan's
Ministry of Emergency Situa-
tions (MES) said.

The Embraer 190 aircraft
with flight number J2-8243
crashed near Aktau Airport.
The ministry reported 28 sur-
vivors in the incident, with re-
scue operations ongoing.

There were 67 people on bo-
ard, including 62 passengers
and five crew members, Azer-
baijan Airlines said on X.

According to Kazakh media
reports, the passengers on
board included 37 citizens from
Azerbaijan, 16 from Russia, six
from Kazakhstan, and three

from Kyrgyzstan.

The Chinese Consulate Ge-
neral in Aktobe confirmed to
Xinhua that there were no
Chinese nationals on board
the plane.

The initial cause of the tragedy
appears to be a bird strike.

The MES dispatched 52 per-
sonnel and 11 units of equipment
to the site, where the aircraft
was found to be on fire.

The Embraer 190 aircraft is
designed to carry between 96
and 114 passengers, depending
on its cabin configuration. The
aircraft can fly up to 4,500 km.

According to FlightAware,
the aircraft took off from Baku
11 minutes ahead of schedule.
While flying over the Caspian
Sea, it issued an emergency
signal.

An aerial drone photo taken on December 25, 2024 shows the plane crash site near Aktau, Kazakhstan.

Azerbaijani media reported
that the aircraft was unable to
obtain permission to land in
Grozny due to fog, leading it to

be redirected to Makhachkala

and later to Aktau.
Azerbaijan Airlines has ass-

ured that more information will

be provided, while local autho-

rities and emergency services

are investigating the crash.
Xinhua

Southeast Australia hit by extreme heat, bushfire risks

CANBERRA December 25
Southeast Australia has been
hit by increasing risks for ex-
treme heat and bushfires amid
hot and dry Christmas weather,
with high fire dangers in places
throughout much of Australia.

Residents of at least three
states are facing total fire bans
and warnings of power outages.

South Australian capital Ade-
laide is estimated to record the
highest Christmas tempera-
ture since 2016, as the state of

Victoria has been fighting rag-
ing fires in the Grampians.
"[Conditions] are ripe for
fires to become uncontrollable
and uncontainable, particu-
larly with fires already ongoing
around the Grampians and

central parts of Victoria," the
Guardian Australia quoted
senior meteorologist Dean Na-
rramore as saying on Wednes-
day, warning of extreme fire
dangers due to hot, dry and
windy conditions through parts

of South Australia and Victoria.
Narramore said the fire risk
would be the worst after the
2019 bushfire, and that South
Australia is in one of the driest

periods on record.
Xinhua
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

and property of innocent people.

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

World’s fastest object completes NASA sun mission as historic
‘as Apollo moon landing’

e Earthis ‘overdue’ a

A NASA probe made history
Christmas Eve after becoming
the closest human-made object
to the sun, a feat scientists say
was as historic as the Apollo
moon landing.

The Parker Solar Probe zoo-
med within just 3.8 million miles
of the sun's surface at 6:53am
ET

Moving at speeds of up to
430,000mph and enduring
temperature of up to 1,800F, the
car-sized probe 'touched' the
sun to help scientists better
understand the star.

During that brief flyby, the
it passed through the sun's
super-hot outer atmosphere
called the corona - the origin
of solar storms which have
the potential to cause chaos
on Earth.

Although the Parker probe
endured boiling temperatures,
its near-indestructible heat
shield should allow it to survive
the extreme conditions.

However, mission scientists
will have to wait until Friday for
confirmation as they lose con-
tact with the craft for several
days due to its proximity to
the sun.

Thomas Zurbuchen, former
head of science for NASA, said:
'NASA's Parker Solar Probe has
accomplished a feat that is as
historic and significant as the
moon landing.'

Nick Pinkine, Parker Solar
Probe mission operations ma-
nager at the Johns Hopkins
Applied Physics Laboratory
(APL), said: 'No human-made
object has ever passed this
close to a star, so Parker will
truly be returning data from
uncharted territory.'

The Christmas Eve flyby is
the first of three record-setting
close passes, with the next two

devastating solar SUPE

\ \g\-
1,‘

NASA's Parker Solar Probe (pictured) will make history on Christmas Eve
as it becomes the closest human-made object to the sun.

- on March 22, 2025, and June
19,2025 - both expected to bring
the probe back to a similarly
close distance from the sun.

The Parker Solar Probe laun-
ched from Cape Canaveral in
August 2018 before embarking
on the 93 million-mile journey
to the sun.

The goal was to gather more
data about the sun's corona
by flying as close as possible
through the stellar atmosphere.

Because the gravitation pull
is so strong at this distance,
the probe needs to be moving
incredibly fast to avoid slipping
into the heart of the sun.

To do this, the probe has
been repeatedly 'slingshot'
around the sun and Venus,
getting progressively faster
with each pass.

In 2021, Parker made its
first successful pass of the
solar corona, dipping into a re-
gion where temperatures can
reach over one million degrees
Centigrade for up to five hours.

Since then, Parker has com-
pleted 21 solar slingshots, but
tomorrow the probe will smash
its own record for both speed
and distance.

After completing its seventh

loop around Venus in Novem-
ber, Parker used that 'gravity
assist' to fly seven times closer
to the star than any other
spacecraft.

Parker surpassed its previ-
ous speed record of 395,000
mph, according to NASA.

At its top speed, the probe
moved 300 times faster than a
Lockheed Martin F-16 fighter
jet or 200 times faster than a
rifle bullet.

Arik Posner, Parker Solar
Probe program scientist for
NASA, says: 'This is one example
of NASA's bold missions, doing
something that no one else has
ever done before to answer
longstanding questions about
our universe.'

In order to avoid melting
during that time, the Parker
Solar Probe was designed to
withstand unbelievably high
temperatures.

The body of the probe itself
is protected by an eight-foot-
wide heat shield made of a type
of carbon foam.

Although this shield is just
4.5 inches thick, its material
composition makes it almost
indestructible.

Johns Hopkins APL explai-

RFLARE, scientists warn

ned in a mission briefing: 'One
yard behind that, where the
body of the spacecraft resides,
it is almost room temperature.

'And all its systems will need
to work perfectly for Parker to
gather data from this dynamic
environment near a star where
no spacecraft has dared travel.'

Meanwhile, the Solar Probe
Cup is made of Titanium-Zir-
conium-Molybdenum, a metal
alloy with a melting point of
4,260 °F.

However, the probe's mission
was about more than moving

maximum this year, scientists
have warned that Earth is long
overdue for an impact from a
superflare which could cause
widespread blackouts and
damage to satellite networks.

By gathering data from this
region, NASA says the Parker
Solar Probe will help scientists
make better predictions about
space weather.

That could buy Earth valuable
time to protect our most vulne-
rable systems in the event of a
dangerous solar flare.

Mr Posner says: 'We can't

This data will help scientists understand what goes on within the sun’s super-

hot atmosphere. This could help us predict dangerous solar flares which have

the potential to cause massive disruption on Earth.

fast and withstanding high
temperatures.

The data it brings back could
make a huge difference in hu-
manity's defenses against de-
vastating solar flares.

Thanks to the intense tem-
peratures and powerful ma-
gnetic fields, scientists haven't
been able to look inside the
sun's corona.

However, this region is the
origin of the plasma and mag-
netic fields which trigger solar
flares and coronal mass ejec-
tions.

As the sun enters its solar

wait to receive that first status
update from the spacecraft
and start receiving the science
data in the coming weeks.'

Parker will transmit a beacon
on Friday, December 27 to con-
firm it has survived the flyby
with more data soon to follow.

The probe is then expected
to make four more close flybys
in 2025, but none so close as
tomorrow.

And while the craft will even-
tually be torn apart by the sun's
gravity, the heat shield could
continue to orbit for thousands
of years to come. Mail Online
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LANN PYI MARINE
COMPANY LIMITED

Inland Container Depot

Warehouse Service

Customs Freight Station Service
Trucking Service

Logistic Service

Multi-modal Transportation Services
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Mo. 55/61, Strand Road , Botahtaung Township', :-ngon. Myanmar
Tel. 01 8372879, 8373013 Fax, 095 1 8373011
Email. lannpyi. hq@ip ¥ com, pyl.icd@ip




