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Deputy Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services Commander-in-Chief
(Army) General Kyaw Swa Lin addresses opening ceremony of 9% UN
Peacekeeping Course

NAY PYI TAW May 11

The inauguration ceremony
of a UN Peacekeeping Officer
Course, jointly run by Myanmar
Tatmadaw and Indian Armed
Forces, took place at PARK-
ROYAL Hotel in Nay Pyi Taw
this afternoon. The course is
conducted to disseminate know-
ledge of the functions of the
UN peacekeeping forces among
officers and other ranks of
Myanmar Tatmadaw.

Present on the occasion were
Deputy Commander-in-Chief
of Defence Services Comman-
der-in-Chief (Army) General
Kyaw Swa Lin, senior military
officers from the Office of the
Commander-in-Chief, the Nay
Pyi Taw Command commander;
Indian Ambassador to Myan-
mar H.E. Mr. Abhay Thakur,
military attaches, officer instru-
ctors from the Indian Armed
Forces, officer trainees from
Myanmar Tatmadaw and offi-
cials.

General Kyaw Swa Lin and
party were conducted round the
documentaries on the perfor-
mance of duty in UN peace-
keeping, andjoint drills between
the two Armed Forces in con-
nection with UN peacekeeping.

Deputy Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services Commander-in-Chief (Army) General Kyaw Swa Lin addresses the opening ceremony of the 9" UN
Peacekeeping Course jointly organized by the Myanmar Tatmadaw and the Indian Armed Forces.

General Kyaw Swa Lin and
the Indian Ambassador gave
opening speeches.

The General and attendees
watched a video clip on the
Indian Army Contribution to
the United Nation Peacekeep-
ing Operations. Later, the lead-
ing instructor from Center for

United Nations Peacekeeping
(CUNPK) of India explained
the objectives of the course and
training in connection with UN
peacekeeping.

The General, the ambassador
andleading instructor exchang-
ed commemorative gifts. They
posed for documentary photos

together with attendees, officer
instructors and trainees.

It is the ninth UN peacekee-
ping course and 30 officer train-
ees of Tatmadaw (Army, Navy
and Air) will attend it. The course
will distribute practical and theo-
retical lessons on the history
of UN peacekeeping, its stru-

cture, rules, ongoing activities,
codes of conduct for UN peace-
keeping forces, protection of
civilians, child protection, civil-
military cooperation, patrolling,
convoy safety, establishment of
a company base, blue helmet
training. The course continues
till 22 May. 100

Pantanaw Township sends 60,000 viss of river catfish to Yangon market

PANTANAW May 11

“Local fishery merchants of
Pantanaw Township of Ayeya-
wady Region supplied 60,000
viss of river catfish to Yangon
market,” said Daw Tin Nwe,
the owner of fishery product
depot in Pantanaw Township.

From Pantanaw Township
to the Yangon Market, about
60,000 viss of river catfish were
exported and sold.

“During the past month, we
were able to export and sell up
to 60,000 viss of river catfish.
Compared to the previous month,

a significantly larger volume
was exported. Aquatic products
from Pantanaw Township are
being transported and sold to
the Yangon market. Both last
month and at present, trading
of aquatic products in Yangon
hasbeen good. River catfish are

also in strong demand in the
domestic market. As exports
have increased, those involved
in the catfish business are see-
ing improved conditions,” said
Daw Tin Nwe.

It is reported that river cat-
fish exported from Pantanaw

Township to the Yangon market
are priced at up to Ks-155,000
per 10viss. Due to the increased
exports to Yangon, fish farmers,
traders, pond workers, and
transport operators are all be-
nefiting.

SK

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants

and property of innocent people.

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives
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gratitude. Afterwards, the Com-
mander and officials warmly
greeted the attendees.

The state is continuing to wel-
come returnees, providing nece-
ssary support and systemati-
cally handing them over to their
families. It is reported that more
individuals still wish to return
to the legal framework. Those
wishing to do so are encoura-
ged to quickly contact nearby
military or police stations,
where they will be welcomed
and provided with necessary
assistance, along with rewards
for turning over weapons and
ammunition.

The following are the voices
of those who have returned to
the legal framework.

1. I was unlawfully recruit-

ed into this organization in
March 2025 and sent to a train-
ing camp. At the camp, we had
to undergo three months of
training. We faced so many diffi-
culties and ethnic discrimina-
tion in the camp that we became
resentful. Also, after hearing
news that the government wa-
rmly welcomes defectors, we

quickly came within the legal
frame-work. In the training
camp, we faced racial discrimi-
nation, and the food was such
that we only got to eat meat
about once a week after stay-
ing for about a week. After train-
ing, we were sent as soldiers to
the Hsenwi area. Once there,
we had to stand guard, chop
wood, and endured bullying
among junior soldiers. Fed up
with all this, we decided to enter
the legal framework. From
here, I urge my friends still in
the jungle to quickly realize the
truth and defect.

2. I arrived at the terrorist
group in September 2025. At
first, things were fine. But later,
whenever we went for train-
ing, I faced difficulties. I
couldn’t even train properly

Tatmadaw & Local News |19

and was constantlybeaten. From
the very beginning, I felt dis-
tressed and regretful. I abso-
lutely did not want to stay.
As soon as the training started,
I kept thinking about leaving.
Now that I have returned to
my parents’ home, I am very
happy. After training, we had
to guard checkpoints. While
guarding, if I arrived even
slightly late, I was constantly
harassed and couldn’t live
in peace. We suffered from
lack of food and harsh living
conditions. We had to run all
the time. At night, I couldn’t
sleep well. Every single day,
I was verbally abused and
tortured. The first time I tried
to escape and defect here, they
caught me. They kept me in a
pit for about 20 days. At first,

they were going to kill me. I
am deeply grateful to the gov-
ernment. We also understand
the good will and compassion
of the national leaders. I have
decided to live a good and

1

proper life. I earnestly plead
with my friends still remain-
ing in the jungle to defect as
soon as possible. 100
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fold are welcomed and accept-
ed with necessary assistance
and handed over to parents and
guardians systematically. It
was reported that more armed
group members wish to return
to the legal framework. So, they
need to contact nearby military
camps and police stationsas
quickly as possible. If so, they
will be welcomed and accepted
there with necessary aids. And,
cash awards will be given for
arms and ammunition.

The voices of those who have
returned to the legal fold are
as follows: -

1. In the persuation process,
they told me that I would be
provided with rice, cooking oil,
salt, chilli, and onions, and that I

would not have to go to fighting,
Because of that, I was deceived
by their lies and followed them.
Seeing death and injuries every
day, I began to think about and
miss my family back home. I
also realized that the path I
had taken was wrong. When

B:abonaoa tmebie

I learned that the Tatmadaw
warmly welcomed those who
returned in time to correct
their path, I decided to come
back to the legal fold. I am very
happy and deeply relieved now.
My family is also just as happy
as I am. I want other families
to be happy as well, so I would
like to invite my fellow brothers
who are still following this path
to come back the right way
from here. Everything is well
provided, and I would like to
sincerely thank all the Tatmadaw
members who take care of us
in every way, treating us like
family members, without letting
us lack anything. At a time when
I meet my mother and my wife
again, I will probably cry. But
I want to repeatedly promise

my mother that I will never
make such a mistake again in
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the future.

2. They said that military
service had to be carried out
and that one person from each
household could not be exempt,
so they organized and recruited

us. Five of my friends and I
were taken along. Since we
joined unwillingly, we faced only
difficulties and suffered a lot.
We were helpless and eventually
tried to find an escape, so we
fled. We made that decision on
our own and came back in this
way. The Tatmadaw organized
a ceremony for our return to
the legal fold, gave us rewards,
and later sent us back to our
parents’ hometowns. I am happy
and satisfied. I feel relieved and
also very glad. We are being well
fed and properly cared for. For
my friends who are still in the
jungle, I want them to realize
the truth like I did. I also want
to persuade them to come back
and join us.

100

All sown acreage of maize harvested in Sagaing Township

SAGAING May 11

Local farmers reaped all
plantations of maize in Sagaing
Township of Sagaing Region,
according to the township Agri-
culture Department.

In Sagaing Township, a total
of 3,072 acres of maize and
22,529 acres of sweet corn were
cultivated during the winter
cropping season, amounting
t0 25,601 acres in total. Harves-

ting of the cultivated maize
fields began in January this
year and has continued up to
the present, with harvesting
now fully completed across all
acres.

It is reported that maize
yielded 52.39 baskets per acre
from 3,072 acres, while sweet
corn from 22,529 acres produ-
ced over 23,000 cobs per acre.

“During the winter cropping

season in Sagaing Township, a
total of 25,601 acres of maize
and sweet corn were cultiva-
ted. At present, harvesting has
been 100 percent completed
across all maize fields. Aware-
ness activities were also carr-
ied out to support successful
maize cultivation and to prevent
pest and disease outbreaks,”
said U Myo Thant Aung, Head
of the Sagaing Township Agri-

culture Department.

The township agriculture de-
partment has been providing
training to maize farmers, con-
ducting field demonstrations,
and raising awareness on pre-
ventive measures against fall
armyworm infestations. Inte-
grated pest management pra-
ctices have also been promo-
ted, including the use of neem-
based pesticides, ginger and

chili-based natural pest control
methods, and other agricultural
techniques.

In Sagaing Township, maize
yields over 50 baskets per
acre with a cultivation cost
of around Ks-500,000 per acre,
while sweet corn produces
about 15,000 cobs per acre with
a similar cost of over Ks-500,000
per acre.

SK

Trading of tilapia fish in high demand at domestic market in Myanaung Township

MYANAUNG May 11
“Tilapia fish is being traded
with high demand at the fish
and meat market in Myanaung
Township of Ayeyawady Re-
gion,” said Daw Aye Thet, the
owner of fishery product trad-
ing depot in Myanaung Town-

ship.

Trading of tilapia fish is boo-
ming at the domestic market
in Myanaung Township from
the first week of December to
date. Its trading is 2,000 viss
to 3,500 viss per day at the
domestic market due to high

demand of consumers.

“In the fish market, demand
for tilapia has recently been
strong. Prices vary depend-
ing on weight and freshness.
As sales of tilapia—one of the
main freshwater products—
have improved, workers, trad-

ers, and major fish farmers
are seeing better business con-
ditions.

Normally, supply is not con-
sistent, but daily sales now
reach more than 3,500 viss,”
said Daw Aye Thet.

In Myanaung Township, whole-

salers purchase locally sourc-
ed tilapia, process them to
market standards, and dis-
tribute them for sale. Tilapia
from the area are currently
selling for up to Ks-18,500 per
Viss.

SMK
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China ready to strengthen cooperation with Russ1a in various spheres

BEIJING May 11

China is ready to strengthen
cooperation with Russia in
various areas and contribute
to the construction of a more
equitable system of global gov-
ernance, Chinese Foreign Mini-
stry spokesman Guo Jiakun
said on Monday.

“China is willing to continue
to uphold the spirit of un-
wavering good-neighborliness,

comprehensive strategic coo-
rdination, and mutually bene-
ficial cooperation with Russia,
continuously strengthen coo-
peration in various fields, and
promote the construction of
a more equitable and rational
global governance system,”
Guo told a briefing.
Chinese-Russian relations
have maintained solid, in an
ever-changing world, Guo also

said.

“In recent years, under the
strategic leadership of Chinese
President Xi Jinping and Ru-
ssian President Vladimir Putin,
Chinese-Russianrelations have
maintained a high level of deve-
lopment, bringing significant
stability to a world full of change
and uncertainty,” the spokes-
man said.

Sputnik

China confirms dates for Trump State visit

BEIJING May 11

The Chinese Foreign Mini-
stry has confirmed that US Pre-
sident Donald Trump will pay a
State visit to Beijing from May
13 to 15, the first such trip in
nearly nine years.

The summit had initially been
planned for late March but was
postponed due to the US-Israeli
war on Iran, which disrupted
global energy markets following
the effective closure of the Strait
of Hormuz.

Principal deputy White House
press secretary Anna Kelly de-

scribed the trip as one of “tre-
mendous symbolic significa-
nce” that would focus on “reba-
lancing the relationship with
China and prioritizing recipro-
city and fairness to restore
American economic indepen-
dence.”

The US president will hold
bilateral talks with Chinese
President Xi Jinping on Thurs-
day, and the two leaders are
expected to meet again on
Friday for a tea session and
working lunch.

Last month, US Trade Repre-

sentative Jamieson Greer said
Washington was seeking to
preserve stability in bilateral
ties while securing continued
access to Chinese rare earth
minerals essential for American
industry.

A senior US official told re-
porters on Sunday that Washing-
ton may also try to pressure
Beijing over purchases of Iran-
ian oil and Tehran’s acquisition
of potential dual-use goods.

China, which has rejected
Washington’s “unilateral” san-
ctions targeting Iran’s oil sector,

has repeatedly called for the
war to end. Trump’s visit comes
just a week after Beijing hosted
Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi.

The path to the summit was
pavedby a temporary trade truce
reached in South Korea last
October after Trump’s tariffs on
Chinese goods climbed as high as
145 percent. Beijing responded
by restricting exports of rare
earths critical to US industry
and military production, forcing
several American factories to
suspend operations. RT

Putin’s Invitation
for Trump to
visit Moscow is
still on table

MOSCOW May 11

Russian President Vladimir
Putin’s invitation to his American
counterpart Donald Trump to
visit Moscow remains valid,
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov said on Monday.

“Yes, of course. I have no doubt
that the President of Russia
will be glad to welcome his
counterpart in Moscow,” Peskov
said.

Russia has received no res-
ponse from the European Union
regarding its proposal to appoint
former German Chancellor Ger-
hard Schroeder as a key negotia-
tor for talks between Russia
and the EU, Peskov said.

Russian President Vladimir
Putin said last week he perso-
nally preferred that Schroeder
represent the EUin the talks, but
added that Europeans should
choose a negotiator they trust,
someone who had not made
offensive remarks about Russia.
Putin’s remarks generated a
“storm of debates” in Europe,
Peskov said. Sputnik

Turkish Airlines plane catches fire in Kathmandu

airport

KATHMANDU May 11
A Turkish Airlines plane
caught fire in its landing gear

tires When landmg in Nepal’s
Tribhuvan International Air-
port on Monday morning, an

official said.

The passengers were eva-
cuated through the emergency
door while firefighters doused
the fire. Raj Kumar Silwal,
spokesperson at Airport Se-
curity Office, said 276 pass-
engers and 11 crew members
were rescued safely.

As the incident occurred on
the runway, landings and take-
offs at the airport have been
obstructed. Efforts were un-
derway to tow the plane to-
wards the taxiway, said Gya-
nendra Bhul, information offi-
cer at the Civil Aviation Auth-
ority of Nepal.

Xinhua

China launches Tianzhou-10 cargo
spacecraft to Tiangong orbital station

BEIJING May 11

China launched the Tianz-
hou-10 cargo spacecraft to the
Tiangong orbital station on
Monday, the China Manned
Space Agency announced.

“The Chang Zheng 7 Y11
launch vehicle carrying the
Tianzhou-10 cargo spacecraft

lifted off from the Wenchang
Satellite Launch Center at 8:14
a.m. Beijing time [00:14 GMT]
on May 11. Approximately 10
minutes later, Tianzhou-10
successfully separated from
the rocket and entered its de-
signated orbit,” the agency said
in a statement.

The launch was deemed a
success. The spacecraft, which
carries a spacesuit for extra-
vehicular activity (EVA), con-
sumables for the astronauts’
stay in orbit, fuel, and experi-
mental equipment, will then
dock with the Tiangong orbital
station. Xinhua

One American
tested positive
for hantavirus

NEW YORK May 11

An American passenger from
a hantavirus-hit Dutch cruise
ship has tested positive for the
virus and another has mild
symptoms, the U.S. Department
of Health and Human Services
announced Sunday.

All 17 American citizens from
the MV Hondius cruise ship
are currently en route via an
airlift to the United States,
with the two travelling in the
plane’s biocontainment units
out of an abundance of caution,
the department wrote in a post
on the social platform X.

The airlift will first take pass-
engers to the Regional Emer-
ging Special Pathogen Treat-
ment Center (RESPTC) at the
University of Nebraska Medi-
cal Center/Nebraska Medicine
in Omaha, Nebraska, before
transferring the passenger
with mild symptoms to a second
RESPTC at their final desti-
nation, it said.

“Upon arrival at each facility,
each individual will undergo
clinical assessment and receive
appropriate care and support
based on their condition,” the
department said in the post.

As of Saturday, there were
eight suspected cases associa-
ted with the outbreak and
three deaths, it said.

The incubation period for
hantavirus, from first expo-
sure to symptoms, is estimat-
ed at one to eight weeks, acc-
ording to the Centers for Di-
sease Control and Prevention.
The disease is usually spread
by rodents but can, in rare
cases, move from person to
person, and kills more than a
third of people infected.

Xinhua
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72 individuals—30 men and 42 women—from DPLA, TNLA, and PDF
groups, who understand and trust the state and military’s peace
processes, further return to legal fold

I

NAY PYI TAW May 11

The State Government has
been inviting those who remain
in organizations that oppose
the government under various
names, including the PDF, to
return to the legal framework,
and has been providing nece-
ssary assistance to those who
do so. Accordingly, a further 72
people—16 men and 40 women
from the DPLA, 3 men from the
TNLA, and 11 men and 2 women
from groups claiming to be the
PDF—have entered the legal
framework, as they have come
to understand the state and
military’s peace processes.

This morning, a ceremony to
welcome and hand over these
returnees to their parents and
guardians was held at the Kyat
Thayay Saung Hall in Kyaukme,
northern Shan State. Among

those handed over were 17 men
and 37 women from Nawnghkio
town, 6 men and 2 women from
Kyaukme town, and 7 men and 3
women from Hsipaw town. The
event was attended by Major
General Aye Min Oo, Comman-
der of the Northeast Command,
along with responsible officials,
departmental personnel, the
returnees, and their parents/
guardians.

First, the Commander gave an
opening speech, followed by
the State Deputy Police Chief
clarifying legal matters. Then,
the Commander and officials
provided supplies to the retur-
nees, had them sign acknow-
ledgment and pledge forms, and
transferred them to theirparents/
guardians. A representative of
the returnees then expressed

See Page - 1900

A senior officer from North-East Command presents a certificate of honour to a returnee to the legal fold in Kyaukme

Station.

31 male members of AA and PDF groups accepting peace process of the
State and the Tatmadaw return to the legal fold bringing along with arms
and ammunition

NAY PYI TAW May 11

The State Government has
been inviting those who are in-
volved in armed groups under
various names opposing the
government, including PDE, to
return to the legal fold. As the
government provides necessary
assistance and support to those
who choose to return, a total of
31 male members from the AA
group and PDF group, who have
understood the peace processes
of the State and the Tatmadaw,
have once again returned to the
legal fold together with their
arms and ammunition.

They were seven AA group
members—threemalemembers
from Thandwe Township, one
from MraukU Township, one
from Maungtaw Township and
one from Rathedaung Township
of Rakhine State, and one from
Pyapon Township of Ayeyawady
Region, and 24 PDF members—
twomale members from Pathein
Township, two from Ngayok-
kaung of Ngaputaw Township,
one from Kyangin Township, 12
from Laymyethna Township,
three from Ingapu Township,
two from Yekyi Township, one
from Mawlamyinegyun Town-
ship of Ayeyawady Region and

Ayeyawady Region Chief Minister U Aye Kyaw presents cash rewards to a returnee to the legal fold at Ayeyawady
Hall of the South-West Command Headquarters.

one from Amarapura Township
of Mandalay Region. Officials
welcomed and accepted them.
A ceremony to transfer those
who returned to the legal fold
to parents and guardians took
place at Ayeyawady Hall of the
South-West Command Head-
quarters this morning. Ayeya-
wady Region Chief Minister
U Aye Kyaw, Region Hluttaw
Speaker U Thein Tun, Comman-
der Brig-Gen Aung Kyaw Khaing,

officials, departmental offi-
cials, the returnees, their parents
and guardians.

The Chief Minister delivered
a speech while the Commander
explained the legal affairs. The
returnees handed over three
MA-1, two M-22, one grenade, 338
rounds of ammunition and six
magazines to the Commander.

The Region Chief Minister and
the Commander presented Ks-25
million for five automatic rifles,

Ks-300,000 for one grenade and
Ks-9.3 million for the returnees,
totalling Ks-34.6 million to the
returnees. Then, those retur-
nees signed the pladge and were
transferred to the parents and
guardians. Afterwards, a guar-
dian of returnees spoke words
of thanks.

Members of ethnic armed
organizations and PDF group
who have returned to the legal
fold are reported to have done

so for several reasons. These
include being forcibly recruit-
ed, as well as rejecting violent
acts carried out for the benefit
of terrorist groups—such as
threats, arrests, and Kkillings
of innocent civilians and public
service personnel, and the plant-
ing and detonating of landmines
to destroy non-military infra-
structure such as roads and
bridges. Moreover, there have
been ethnic discrimination, hie-
rarchical abuse, torture, Kkill-
ings, and other forms of coercion
among members within these
groups, along with harsh living
conditions, poverty, and hardship.
In addition, they have become
demoralized due to their inability
to withstand military offensives
by the Tatmadaw. Furthermore,
they have trusted and accepted
the peace processes of the State
and the Tatmadaw, and wish to
live peacefully within the legal
framework while contributing
positively to the country and the
public, who have suffered losses
due to their actions. For these
reasons, they have abandoned
the armed struggle line and

returned to the legal fold.
Those who return to the legal
See Page - 19»»
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