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NAY PYI TAW July 9

A coordination meeting on
India-Myanmar-Thailand IMT)
Trilateral Highway project and
Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit
Transport Project took place in
the meeting hall of the Pre-
sidential Office, Nay Pyi Taw,
addressed by President of the
Republic of the Union of Myan-
mar U Min Aung Hlaing.

Also present were Vice Pre-
sident U Nyo Saw, union mini-
sters, U Khin Maung Yi, U Mya
Tun Oo, U Tin Maung Swe, U
Aung Kyaw Hoe and U Myo
Thant, Chief of General Staff
(Army, Navy and Air) General
Ko Ko Oo and officials.

The President delivered the
keynote address. He said Myan-
mar has five neighbouring coun-
tries and has land routes and
maritime routes with them.
Those land and maritime routes
are very helpful for cross-bor-
der travel and trade with them.
Ifborder trade routes with neigh-
bours can be implemented sys-
tematically, national economic
and socio-economic develop-
ment drives will gain extra mo-
mentum. The current admini-
stration is prioritizing the task
of upgrading the existing tran-
sport route projects linking
neighbouring countries. The pre-
vious successive governments
of the past had implemented
the projects, but for certain
reasons there were delays. So,
collective efforts should be
made to complete the projects
at the earliest possible date
during the term of the current
administration.

The Kaladan project was
officially kick started in 2008.
The project was initiated under
the own program of Myanmar.
The Myawady route project
was initiated under the State’s
program as well as the Asian
Development Bank’s program.

| §

DAILY EDITION
Coordination meeting on India-Myanmar-Thailand IMT) Trilateral
Highway project and Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit Transport Project
held, with an address by President of the Republic of the Union of
Myanmar U Min Aung Hlaing
Sector-wise efforts should be made to fully complete the strategically important
highways with neighbours during the term of the current administration
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P P A A T

President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar U Min Aung Hlaing delivers an address at a coordination meeting on India-Myanmar-Thailand (IMT)

Trilateral Highway project and Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit Transport Project.

Those routes need intercon-
nections among them.Strict
traffic enforcement on the
India-Myanmar-Thailand (IMT)
Trilateral Highway is required
because drivers from neighbour-
ing countries use different driv-
ing systems. The project is being
implemented with the financial
supportfrom the Union Funds
and the funds jointly provided
by the ADB and the Japan Inter-
national Cooperation Agency
(JICA). As the two projects are
so much beneficial to the coun-
try, they must be implemented
as soon as possible.

If the Monywa-Yargyi-Kalay-
Tamu Road that links India
can facilitate interconnections
between Myanmar and the six
northeastern states of India,
the former will achieve many
investment opportunities. The
Chinese provinces of Yunnan
and Sichuan share aland border
with Myanmar. These provinces
have much larger populations
and stronger economies than
Myanmar. So, Myanmar can

gain alot of benefits ifit can set
up trade relations with them.
Myanmar and Thailand have
bilateral trade relations since the
past. Shan State (East) shares
aland border with China, Laos
and Thailand. So, it will gain
rapid progress through bilateral
border trade with them.
There are many trade routes
with important neighbouring
countries for Myanmar and it is
necessary to implement them
urgently. In doing so, construct-
ion, security and legal control
measures must be carried out.
To carry out construction tasks,
it is important to reach agree-
ments with countries and orga-
nizations. In connection with
security tasks, the situation has
improved to some extent and
when the situation improves,
construction tasks must be im-
plemented simultaneously. Bor-
der trade is conducted govern-
ment to government and there
is no need for any mediatory
organization. Measures must be
taken not only for border trade

but also for development of
friendship and mutual exchange
between the religiously and cul-
turally similar ethnic groups.
Good mutual exchanges bet-
ween peoples in border areas
will contribute a lot to security
and stability of border areas of
the two countries. As strategic
projects being carried out in
connection with neighbouring
countries are tasks not only for
development but also for bila-
teral relations, it is essential to
implement them systematically.

Then, Union Minister for Na-
tional Planning, Investment and
Foreign Economic Relations
U Aung Kyaw Hoe reported to the
President on implementation
of the India-Myanmar-Thailand
(IMT)Trilateral Highway project
and the Kaladan Multi-Modal
Transit Transport Project, which
were highlighted in the joint
statement during the Presi-
dent’s formal visit to India, under-
lining that enhanced connecti-
vity would foster mutually bene-
ficial economic linkages and

shared prosperity in the region
and both sides shared the im-
portance of working closely
towards the completion of the
Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit
Transport projects and the India-
Myanmar-Thailand trilateral
highway project, salient points
and the background history of
the projects, the Greater Mekong
Sub-region (GMS) transport
corridors and the role of them
in economic corridors, desig-
nation of project routes, road
sections under the projects and
budget allocation for respective
fiscal years, measures taken for
successful implementation of
the projects and construction
of Paletwa-Zorampur two-lane
road.

Union Minister for Transport
and for Digital Development
and Communications U Mya Tun
Oo reported to the President
on the background history and
objectives of the Kaladan Multi-
Modal Transit Transport Pro-
ject, signing agreements and

See Page - 19»»
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implementation of tasks included
in the project under the agree-
ments, signing MoUs and select-
ion of port operators, the open-
ing ceremony of Sittway Kaladan
port and designation of the in-
ternational pier and domestic
pier, docking of ships and handl-
ing of cargo at the port, benefits
on completion of the project, pro-
visions of the framework agree-
ment for transportation of pass-
engers and cargo by vehicle bet-
ween India, Myanmar and Thai-
land and benefits on completion
of the trilateral highway.
Union Minister for Foreign Aff-
airs U Tin Maung Swe report-
ed to the President on imple-
mentation and delays of project
works in the Kaladan Multi-Modal
Transit Transport Project and
the India-Myanmar-Thailand
Trilateral Highway projects,
the overlap of works along the
trilateral highway project and
Tamu-Mandalay-Bago-Myawady
road along Asian Highway-AH1
and salient points about Road
and Belt projects and inclusion
of the projects in economic

corridors.

Union Minister for Construct-
ion U Myo Thant clarified the
historical background of the
implementation of the two-lane
Paletwa-Zorampur road con-
struction project, which is part
of the Kaladan Multi-Modal
Transit Transport Project;
the construction works of the
Kalewa-Yargyi road under the
India-Myanmar-Thailand Tri-
lateral Highway project; the
construction of 69 bridges on the
Tamu-Kyigone-Kalewa road
section; and the construction
status of Phase (1) of the Inte-
grated Check Post {CP) at Tamu
border, including the historical
background and current sus-
pension of works. He also pre-
sented information regarding
the road sections included in
the Trilateral Highway Project,
the current conditions of road
sections and bridges on those
sections, and information con-
cerning road sections related to
the China-Myanmar Economic
Corridor (CMEC), which is part
of the Regional and Belt and
Road Initiative.

Afterward, Vice President
U Nyo Saw and meeting atten-
dees discussed general matters
concerning the conditions for
continuing implementation of
project works.

Following the presentations,
the President made necessary
supplementary remarks and
directives. In his concluding
speech, he stated that opening
border gates and facilitating
legal trade would greatly benefit
national development; that after
security-related matters for
respective project routes are
addressed, construction works
should be undertaken simultan-
eously.

He emphasized that in imple-
menting major projects for na-
tional economic development,
assessments should be made
based on four perspectives: poli-
tical, administrative, defence,
and economic. He noted that
the benefits and drawbacks of
projects must be understood.
He stressed that strategic high-
way projects implemented for
national development must be
utilized while preventing illegal
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trade, requiring necessary sup-
ervisory oversight. He added
thatroads along the routes must
be maintained in good condition
and conform to prescribed road
standards through continuous
maintenance, ensuring compli-
ance with set standards. Proper
drainage systems must be sys-
tematically constructed along
roads to ensure good water
flow, and tree planting along
routes to maintain greenery is
mandatory. Ifroad construction
works are completed within the
stipulated timeframe, trade
and goods flow would increase,
improving the socio-economic
living standards of the State and
citizens. Therefore, he urged that
project works be prioritized for
earliest successful completion.

Regarding border gates, bor-
der management must be pri-
marily undertaken and super-
vised by the respective govern-
ments of the two countries, with
no organization or other country
allowed to interfere. In open-
ing border gates, staff housing,
communication systems, water,
electricity, and security must

be systematically considered
and provided.

Hefurther stated that the India-
Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral
Highway praject and the Kaladan
Multi-Modal Transit Transport
Project discussed today are now
resuming operations and need
continued collaborative efforts
for accelerated progress and
completion. The Bago-Hpa-an-
Kawkareik-Myawaddy Thailand
border expressway alsoneeds to
be managed for safe and smooth
travel.

He noted that the construction
of strategic highways related to
the China-Myanmar Economic
Corridor (CMEC), part of the Re-
gional and Belt and Road Initia-
tive, is currently suspended and
must be resumed as soon as
possible. He emphasized that
strategic highway construction
projects involving neighbouring
countries mustbe fully completed
within the government’s tenure,
urging relevant sectors to succe-
ssfully implement them. With
these remarks, he concluded
and adjourned the meeting.

Myawady

Country-Specific Reporting and Resolution fail to reflect

the Myanmar’s actual situation on the ground

At the 62" Regular Session of the United Nations Human Rights Council which

was held in Geneva, Switzerland, from 15 June to 8 July 2026, discussions on
Myanmar were organized in contrary to the principles of constructive dialogue
and cooperation. During the session, the United Nations High Commissioner
for Human Rights presented a report on Myanmar on 29 June 2026 and the
draft resolution on Myanmar tabled by the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation
(OIC) was adopted on 6 July 2026 in the absence of the country-concerned.

Itis observed that the High Commissioner's report is a largely repetitive version
of the reports and facts from the so-called Special Rapporteur submitted to
previous sessions of the Human Rights Council. It is disappointing to note that the
report contains highly extreme views and unsubstantiated allegations, there by
failing to reflect the actual situation on the ground in Myanmar.

The failure of the successive resolutions including the recent one tabled by OIC
to address the root causes of the displacement in northern Rakhine State in 2016 and
2017 demonstrates alack of genuine and meaningful intent to cooperate in resolving
the issue of displaced persons. The allegations contained in the resolution,
including unsubstantiated claims against state security forces and hate speech, are
completely detached from the realities on the ground.

Myanmar reiterates its genuine political will to receive the verified displaced
persons in accordance with the bilateral agreements once security and stability
arerestored in northern Rakhine State. With a steadfast commitment to receiving
verified returnees, Myanmar has been verifying the lists of individuals provided
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Nay Pyi Taw
9 July 2026

by Bangladesh and sending the verified lists back to Bangladesh on a monthly
basis. In fact, the current delay in the repatriation process is solely due to the
attacks perpetrated by the AA terrorist group.

Following the successful holding of free and fair multi-party democratic general
election in Myanmar, the Hluttaws and an elected Government have emerged
in accordance with the will of the people. Furthermore, the President marked
the period from 20 April to 31 July 2026 as the Union Government’s 100-Day
plan implementation period. This plan includes peace talks with Ethnic Armed
Organizations (EAOs),inviting both signatories and non-signatories of the
NationwideCeasefire Agreement (NCA). Moreover, the invitation has been
extended to PDF members to return to the legal fold. As a result of these
continuous inviations, a total number of more than 4,000 pesonnels, including
PDF members and those from certain EAOs, has successfully returned to the
legal fold to date.

The Government will resolutely continue its efforts and endeavours towards
national stability and development through the Myanmar-led and Myanmar-
owned process. While these endeavors are underway, Myanmar consistently
opposes country-specific discussions and resolutions at the Human Rights
Council sessions that do not contribute to constructive dialogue and cooperation.

Therefore, Myanmar categorically rejects the resolution submitted by the
OIC. The Government of Myanmar expresses its appreciation to friendly nations
that maintained a balanced and fair stance during the discussions.

Thabaung Township sees booming trade of watermelon with high demand

THABAUNG July 9

Trading of watermelon is in
high demand at the domestic
market in Thabaung Town-
ship of Ayeyawady Region, said
Daw Nyo Nyo, the owner of fruit

wholesale centre in Thabaung
Township.

In Thabaung Township, locally
produced watermelons have
been traded in the market from
the second week of April this

year up to the present. Daily
demand has increased to bet-
ween 3,500 and 5,500 fruits, and
trading activity is reported to
be strong.

In Thabaung Township, water-

melons with strong market
demand are priced between
Ks-3,500 and Ks-9,500 per
fruit, depending on size. The
strong demand and active
trading have benefited grow-

ers, reduced transportation
costs, and ensured that only
fresh produce is sold, bringing
multiple advantages to those
involved.

SK
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Rosatom hits new milestone with Egyptian El Dabaa

Nuclear Plant

CAIRO July 9

The installation of the reactor vessel
for the second unit of Egypt’s El Dabaa
Nuclear Power Plant has begun in
northern Egypt, marking another stage
in building the country’s first nuclear
power station.

The ceremony was attended by Egypt-
ian Prime Minister Mostafa Madbouly,
Minister of Electricity and Renewable
Energy Mahmoud Esmat, Rosatom CEO
Alexey Likhachev and International
Atomic Energy Agency Director General
Rafael Grossi.

Sputnik news agency and radio, in
cooperation with Egyptian television,
broadcast the installation live.

Egypt and Russia struck a deal to build
the El Dabaa Nuclear Power Plant in
November 2015.

The project is financed through a $25
billion Russian loan, with the agreement
coming into force in December 2017.

13— TN T

Under the contract, Russian state
nuclear energy firm Rosatom is respon-
sible for the plant’s design, materials
and construction, as well as nuclear
fuel supplies, operational support and
maintenance.

The Russian company is also tasked
with training Egyptian staff and provid-
ing technical assistance over the first

1.‘_ -
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10 years of the plant’s operation.
When complete, the El Dabaa plant will
have four power units with a capacity of
1,200 MW each, equipped with Russian
VVER-1200 Generation III+ reactors.
The reactor is one of Rosatom’s most
advanced technologies, with four units
already in operation at other power
plants. Sputnik

U.S. forces strike Iran for 24 straight day

WASHINGTON July 9

U.S. forces conducted strikes against
Iran for a second straight day on Wed-
nesday to “degrade” Iran’s ability “to
threaten freedom of navigation in the
Strait of Hormuz,” the U.S. Central Com-
mand said.

The United States is “holding Iran
accountable for recent unjustified aggre-
ssion against commercial shipping and
civilian crews freely navigating a vital
international waterway,” the command

said in a post on X.

More than 20 U.S. Navy warships were
patrolling waters across the Middle
East on Wednesday, the command said
in an earlier post.

The move came after U.S. President
Donald Trump warned at the NATO
summit in Ankara earlier the same day
that the U.S. military would probably
hit Iran again.

“T'll give a little warning: We’re going to
hit them hard tonight,” Trump said, add-

ing that he did not expect a full-fledged
conflict with Iran.

Following Trump’s remarks at the sum-
mit, Iran’s Press TV, citing an informed
source, reported that Iran would close
the Strait of Hormuz and strike twice
as many targets given any fresh U.S.
attack.

The developments came as the United
States and Iran traded fresh attacks from
Tuesday night into Wednesday, mark-
ing a new round of escalation. Xinhua

S Afrlcan pohce destroy nearly 12 OOO firearms to curb crime

JOHANNESBURG July 9

South African police destroyed 11,859
firearms and firearm parts on Thursday
as part of efforts to prevent them from
being used in criminal activities.

The firearms, including 9,596 hand-
guns, 1,102 rifles, 798 shotguns, 33 com-

blnatlon ﬁrearms and 330 ﬁrearm parts,
were melted down at a destruction
facility in Johannesburg.

According to the South African Police
Service (SAPS), most of the firearms were
confiscated during police operations,
while others were surrendered during

firearm amnesty periods.

“Firearms are destroying our families
and our communities. Today’s destruct-
ion demonstrates the government’s com-
mitment to detecting and permanently
removing illegal firearms and ammunit-
ion from our country,” Deputy Police
Minister Polly Boshielo said, noting that
destroying confiscated firearms ensures
they never re-enter circulation and
contributes to efforts to reduce violent
crime.

According to the SAPS, all recovered
firearms undergo ballistic testing to
determine whether they were used in
other crimes before being destroyed,
including those surrendered during
amnesty periods. Over the past seven
years, police have destroyed 317,811
firearms.

July 9 marks the International Day
of the Destruction of Small Arms, an
annual United Nations initiative aimed
at promoting the destruction of illicit
firearms.

Xinhua
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Kremlin calls
Putin-Trump
dialogue
constructive,
despite existing

differences

MOSCOW July 9

The dialogue between Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin and US President
Donald Trump is constructive, despite the
existing differences, Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov said on Thursday.

“They have a really constructive dialo-
gue. Despite certain differences that
may occur,” Peskov told reporters.

The Russian president is open to
dialogue with Trump, Peskov said.

There was no telephone conversation
between Putin and Trump on July 8, the
spokesman clarified.

The topic of “closing the sky” over
Ukraine, which US President Donald
Trump spoke about, had not been dis-
cussed before, Dmitry Peskov said.

“This is a new statement, there have
been no such statements before. No one
has discussed the topic of ‘closing the
sky’ before,” Peskov told reporters, com-
menting on Trump’s statement.

This issue needs to be considered, the
spokesman said.

“In any case, we will be talking about
the fact that the armed forces of a NATO
country will work on the territory of
Ukraine — this is exactly what the special
military operation is being carried out
against,” Peskov added.

On Wednesday, US President Donald
Trump said that he does not rule out
Washington helping ensure the closure
of air space over Ukraine as a security
guarantee.

Moscow proceeds from the fact that
the United States continues to supply
weapons to Ukraine, but at the same
time it continues to try to contribute to
the peace process, Peskov said.

“On the one hand, they [the United
States] continue to supply weapons [to
Ukrainel, but unlike other countries
that are involved in this conflict, the
United States remains committed and
continues to try to somehow contribute
to the peace process. It is through the
prism of this attitude that we evaluate
all statements,” Peskov told reporters.

Moscow sees misconceptions in the
US administration that the escalation
of the situation in Ukraine will help to
reach a peaceful settlement, but escalat-
ing tensions will not contribute to the
peace process, the official said.

Russia hopes that the United States
will return to the process of resolving the
conflict in Ukraine, while further escalat-
ion may prolong conflict and will lead to
Russia having to create a large buffer
zone in Ukraine, Peskov added.Sputnik
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Vice President Daw Nan Ni Ni Aye addresses National Tourism
Development Central Committee

=

NAY PYI TAW July 9

The first meeting of the Natio-
nal Tourism Development Cen-
tral Committee (1/2026) was
held this morning at the Jade
Hall of the Ministry of Hotels,
Tourism and Culture in Nay Pyi
Taw, chaired by Vice President
Daw Nan Ni Ni Aye, who also
serves as Chairperson of the
committee.

The meeting was attended
by Union Ministers, Deputy Mi-
nisters, the Chairperson of
the Nay Pyi Taw Council, de-
partmental heads, tourism ex-
perts, representatives of pri-
vate tourism organizations, and
officials, while Chief Ministers
and officials from regions and
states joined via videoconfer-
ence.

In her opening remarks, Vice
President Daw Nan Ni Ni Aye
said the meeting aimed to re-
view the implementation of de-
cisions made at the previous
(1/2025) meeting and discuss
strategies to effectively revita-
lize Myanmar's tourism industry
during the current administrat-
ion.

She noted that Myanmar's
strategic geographical location,
rich cultural heritage, natural
landscapes, historical sites,
beaches, coastal areas, and the
diverse traditions of its ethnic
communities provide significant
potential for tourism develop-
ment. She emphasized the need
for regional and state govern-
ments, tourism stakeholders,
and relevant organizations to

Vice President and Chairperson of National Tourism Development Central Committee Daw Nan Ni Ni Aye delivers

speech at the central committee (1/2026) meeting.

formulate practical develop-
ment plans based on the unique
tourism assets of their respect-
ive areas.

The Vice President also high-
lighted the vital role of Destinat-
ion Management Organizat-
ions (DMOs) in ensuring the
sustainable development of
tourist destinations. She called
for the establishment of strong
DMOs at key destinations and
the implementation of effective
destination management pra-
ctices. In addition, she stressed
the importance of improving air
connectivity by expanding flight
services to tourism destinat-
ions and upgrading airport in-
frastructure through cooperat-
ion between the government
and the private sector.

She also stressed the need to
make travel to Myanmar more
convenient for international visi-

tors by easing visa procedures
where appropriate, improving
travel safety and security, facili-
tating travel insurance, and
streamlining payment systems.
She said these measures should
be implemented in accordance
with existing laws, regulations,
and guidelines, emphasizing
that the objective is not to by-
pass legal procedures but to
coordinate and provide practical
assistance within the established
legal framework.

The Vice President urged re-
gional and state governments
to systematically identify and
develop tourism products based
on the unique attractions of their
respective destinations. These
include cultural heritage sites,
year-round festivals, traditional
ethnic New Year celebrations
and cultural events, as well as
other attractions of interest to

meeting (1/2026)

tourists. She also called for eff-
orts to improve tourism infra-
structure, strengthen marketing
and promotion, establish effect-
ive management mechanisms
to enhance service standards at
tourist destinations, and identify
and prioritize key tourism desti-
nations for development.

She further encouraged pri-
vate tourism operators to under-
take well-planned and effect-
ive marketing initiatives to
make Myanmar a competitive
tourism destination within the
region. In doing so, she said all
stakeholders—including rele-
vant Union ministries, regional
governments, and tourism busi-
nesses—must work together
to help the international com-
munity gain a more accurate
understanding of the actual
situation in Myanmar. She con-
cluded by urging participants

to openly exchange views and
offer constructive recommen-
dations to accelerate the revival
and development of the coun-
try's tourism industry.

Following this, Union Minister
for Social Welfare, Relief and Re-
settlement Dr. Soe Win, speak-
ing on behalf of the Vice Chair-
person of the National Tourism
Development Central Commi-
ttee, presented an overview of
the current state of Myanmar's
tourism sector, ongoing tourism
development efforts, and key
priorities and challenges that
need to be addressed to support
the industry's future growth.

Afterwards, U Phyo Zaw Soe,
Secretary of the National Touri-
sm Development Central Com-
mittee and Deputy Minister
for Hotels, Tourism and Culture,
briefed the meeting on the im-
plementation of decisions made
at the Central Committee's
(1/2025) meeting, the progress of
ongoing activities, and matters
submitted to the committee for
consideration.

Participants continued dis-
cussions and presentations on
tourism development initiatives
within their respective sectors.
Vice President Daw Nan Ni Ni
Aye, Chairperson of the National
Tourism Development Central
Committee, provided additional
guidance and coordinated on the
issues raised where necessary
before delivering the closing
remarks and concluding the
meeting,.

Myawady

Plan underway to grow more than 21,000 acres of pigeon pea in Wetlet Township

WETLET July 9

Wetlet Township Agriculture
Department of Sagaing Region
showed that local farmers will
cultivate more than 21,000 acres
of pigeon pea as monsoon crops
in the township.

During the 2026-2027 monsoon
crop cultivation season, Wet-
let Township plans to cultivate
21,256 acres of pigeon pea, with
planting to be carried out from
June through September this
year, according to reports.

This year, the Township De-
partment of Agriculture will
provide field-based awareness
and technical support to pigeon
pea farmers in Wetlet Township
on the selection and cultivation
of quality pure seeds, the use

of correct cultivation methods,
pest prevention, and ways to
achieve better yields.

The Wetlet Township Depart-
ment of Agriculture is also dis-
tributing technologies that com-
bine the use of urea and borax in

order to reduce farmers’ costs
for purchasing foliar fertilizers.
It is reported that the use of
urea and borax helps reduce
cultivation costs, keeps crops
free from pests, and promotes
better plant growth. SK

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants

and property of innocent people.

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives
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BRICS+ IS A PLATFORM, NOT A PACT.
ITS STRENGTH LIES IN DIALOGUE, CHOICE, AND COEXISTENCE.
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MULTIPOLAR WORLD
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