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The congratulatory message sent by Chairman of
the State Administration Council Prime Minister of the
Republic of the Union of Myanmar Senior General Thadoe Maha
Thray Sithu Thadoe Thiri Thudhamma Min Aung Hlaing to
Sayadaw Setthafianalankara, the 17* Tipitakadhara
Tipitakakovida title recipient in the 77" Tipitakadhara
Tipitakakovida Selection Examination

I respectfully submit this application.

I'have known that this year’s Tipitakadhara Tipitakako-
vida Selection Examination is being held at Maha Pasana
Cave, which is a prominent monument of the 6" Buddhist
Synod on Kaba Aye Hill in Yangon at the late of last year
and in the early this year.

As my aspiration, [ humbly wish for the emergence of
venerable monks who will achieve the esteemed titles of
Tipitakadhara and Tipitakakovida titles in the Tipitakad-
hara Tipitakakovida Selection Examination, which is one
of the most prestigious and longest-running examinations,
not only in Myanmar but also in the world.

Therefore, I eagerly awaited the final decision and an-
nouncement of the examination results from the Sayadaws
of Tipitakadhara Tipitakakovida Selection Committee.
This year, the examinee Sayadaw successfully passed
two profound and intricate treatises namely Yamaka and
Pathana which are the two last treatises of Abhidhamma Pi-
taka during the 77th examination. As a result, the examinee
Sayadaw will receive the esteemed title of Tipitakadhara
Tipitakakovida, along with the exam pass certificate, and
a religious flag bearing the picture of honorary three-tier
white umbrella with a yellow pivot. This brings an im-
measurable sense of pride and joy, akin to experiencing
boundless delight.

According to information from the Ministry of Re-

25 January 2025

ligious Affairs and Culture, the revered monk was born
in Ywabugyi village, YeU Township, Sagaing Region.
In 1361 Myanmar Era, he was ordained as a noble monk
under the preceptor Venerable Bhaddanta Indacara of the
Sawbwalay Monastery, located at 7th-mile in Mayangon
Township, Yangon Region. The revered monk has passed
the Ganavacaka Samanekyaw, the Pariyatti Sasanalankara
Samanekyaw, the Patiyatti Saddhammarekkhita Sa-
manekyaw, the Mingalabyuha Samanekyaw, the Pariyatti
Sasanahita Samanekyaw titles. He also stood the first in
the Pahtamagyi (senior Pariyatti exam) in Yangon Region
as well as the second in the entire nation in 1361 ME,
then Sasanadhaja Dhammacariya, Nikayujjotaka Vinaya
Dhammacariya, Nikayujjotaka Atthavisarada Dighab-
hanaka, Nikayavuddhisamiti Vinayakovida, Nikaya-
vuddhisamiti Dighanikayakovida, Pariyatti Sasanahita
Vinayadhara, Pariyatti Sasanahita Dighabhanaka, Mon-
astery’s Examination for Maha Ganthavamsa Dighagama,
Mahaganthavamsa Mula Abhidhammagama, Vinayavidu,
Dighanikayavidu, Abhidhammavidu-1/2, Vinayadhara,
Vinayakovida, Dighabhanaka, Dighanikayakovida, Mula
Abhidhammika, and Mula Abhidhammakovida titles.
In continuously making efforts, the revered monk vig-
orously studied five Vinaya treatises, three Sutanta
treatises and seven Abhidhamma treatises which are
Tri Pitaka treatises starting from the 70" Tipitakadhara

Tipitakakovida Selection Examination since 1379 ME.
During the set period, the monk could orally recite rel-
evant treatises and secured the Abhidhammika title and
Tipitakadhara title.

In the time of the State Administration Council this
year, the Sayadaw passed complex and profound mean-
ings in Atthakatha, Tika, Anutika, Yojana, Ganti, and
Nissaya which are modified texts of the curriculum in the
77th Tipitakadhara Tipitakakovida Selection Examination
through the power of the faith, mindfulness, concentration,
and wisdom. As such, the Sayadaw would accept the Tipi-
takadhara Tipitakakovida title to be offered by the State.
The venerable Sayadaw is lecturing religious scriptures to
the disciples, monks, and members of the Sangha for the
preservation and propagation of the Pariyatti Sasana (the
study of Buddha’s teachings). It is our wish and prayer that
these noble religious activities may continue to be carried
out with good health and well-being. On this occasion, as
Sayadaw has achieved the prestigious title of Tipitakadhara
Tipitakakovida and now becomes the 17th Tipitakadhara
Tipitakakovida Sayadaw, a great stalwart of the Buddhism,
we express our utmost joy and pride with deep reverence.

Min Aung Hlaing
Senior General
Chairman
State Administration Council

Farmers exceed cultivation of cold season chickpea
more than targeted acreage in Pwintbyu Township

Pwintbyu January 26  tive authorities earmarked

Local farmers have so cultivation of 21,843 acres

ship Agriculture Department acreage of crops. As chick-

unveiled: “We earmarked pea is fetching high piece

seeds suitable for the region, ship, it can support local

correct cultivation meth- food security and export

far planted 56,051 acres
of chickpea as cold season
crops in Pwintbyu Town-
ship of Magway Region,
according to the Pwintbyu
Township Agriculture De-
partment.

Township administra-

of chickpea as cold season
crops in Pwintbyu Town-
ship but farmers have grown
56,051 acres of crops ex-
ceeding the target cultiva-
tion.

Daw Moe Moe Wali,
Head of Pwintbyu Town-

cultivation of more than
20,000 acres of crops in
Pwintbyu Township. So
far, farmers have planted
over 50,000 acres of crops
exceeding the target cultiva-
tion. Our department helped
local farmers expand sown

at the market, farmers rely
on chickpea as cold season
crops.”

Officials of the Town-
ship Agriculture Department
carried out dissemination of
agricultural knowledge to
local farmers to use quality

ods, prevention of pests,
and making natural ferti-
lizers and pesticides with
the use of domestic raw
materials.

If farmers produce
chickpea with higher per-
acre yield in the town-

its surplus. If so, produc-
tion and market demand
will be in good balance.
Moreover, it will contribute
to improvement of socio-
economic life of the local
farmers.

Ye Win Naing (NyaungU)

of innocent people.

to protect the lives and property of the general public.

schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is

Rublic:Notice for Eliminationt of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property
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More than 2,900 acres of sunflower
planted in Kanbalu Township

Kanbalu January 26

Statistics of Kanbalu
Township Agriculture De-
partment stated that a total
of 2,935 acres of sunflower
were planted in Kanbalu
Township of Sagaing Region
this cold season.

Local farmers have so
far planted 2,935 acres of
sunflower against the target
of 3,044 acres in 2024-25
cold season.

U Myo Zaw, Head of
Kanbalu Township Agri-
culture Department, com-

mented: “Local authorities
set a plan to grow more
than 3,000 acres of sun-
flower in cold season of
2024-25 but farmers have
so far planted more than
2,900 acres of crops against
the target cultivation. They

are trying hard to meet the
target cultivation. Growing
sunflower aims to reduce
import of palm oil abroad.
Hence, authorities encour-
aged local farmers to expand
sown acreage of sunflower
which can produce oil more
than groundnut and sesame.

. Farmers emphasize cultiva-
| tion of sesame in winter

more than monsoon.”
Township Agriculture
Department conducts train-
ing courses for local farm-
ers and agricultural staff to
enhance their capacity for
growing sunflower.
Officials of the township
provide quality seeds of sun-
flower and urea fertilizers at
fair prices to local farmers
and arrange exchange of
quality seeds of sunflower

among farmers. 206

3 killed, 44 injured by
Israeli gunfire in
S. Lebanon

Beirut January 26

Three people were killed
and 44 others injured on
Sunday after the Israeli army
opened fire on crowds of
Lebanese trying to return
to their homes in southern
Lebanon, according to an
updated toll by the Lebanese
Health Ministry.

In a statement, the min-
istry identified the victims
as residents of the villages of
Aita al-Shaab, Deir Siriane,
and Bint Jbeil, while the in-
jured were from the villages of
Aadchit Al Qusayr, al-Taybeh,
Qantara, and other areas in
southeastern Lebanon. They
were killed or injured while
attempting to enter their still-
occupied hometowns.

A Lebanese security

source, who requires ano-
nymity, said Lebanese army
units escorting citizens back
to the al-Mufayleha area were
met with Israeli machine-gun
fire, resulting in the injury of
two citizens and a Lebanese
soldier.
Sunday marks the end of
a 60-day deadline for Israel's
withdrawal from Lebanese
territories. Under a ceasefire
agreement reached in late
November after months of
conflict between Israel and
the Lebanese armed group
Hezbollah, the Lebanese
army would take control of
the areas south of the Litani
River, ensuring its security
and preventing any presence
of weapons and militants.
Xinhua

More than 70,000 viss of Catla sold to
Yangon market in December

Pantanaw January 26

Fishery merchants from
Pantanaw Township of Ay-
eyawady Region sold 72,000
viss of Catla to Yangon
market in December 2024,
said Daw Mar Mar Win,
the owner of fishery whole-
sale centre in Pantanaw
Township.

They supplied 50,000
viss of Catla to Yangon mar-
ket in November but 72,000
viss in December 2024.
Catla fetches K11,000 per
viss in the market.

Daw Mar Mar Win com-
mented: “Merchants in Pan-
tanaw Township sell the

largest volume of Catla to
Yangon market. In the first
week of December, demand
from Yangon market is ris-

ing to purchase Catla from

Pantanaw Township, giving
high prices. Now, fisher-
men and other persons in
production chain of fishery
sector are convenient in their
livelihoods.”

Yangon market purchas- g

es Catla from Pantanaw
Township and then distrib-
utes it to other regions and
states including Nay Pyi
Taw. At present, fishery
commodity centres sell fish-
ery products including Catla

to Yangon market.

Thanks to high demand
of Catla and other fishery
products, fishermen and

merchants in addition to
other persons in the produc-
tion chain can earn increased

incomes. Kyaw Kyaw Lin

ks N
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Farmers finish harvest of winter
sesame in Hitgyaing Township
this winter crop season

Htigyaing January 26

According to Htigya-
ing Township Agriculture
Department, local farmers
have harvested 8,088 acres
of winter sesame in Htigya-
ing Township of Sagaing
Region.

Local farmers have
planted 8,088 acres of win-
ter sesame this year and they

have harvested all sown
acreage of sesame. It yielded
13.45 baskets of sesame per
acre.

U Ko Ko Aung, Head
of Htigyaing Township Ag-
riculture Department ex-
plained: “Farmers have so
far reaped all sown acre-
age of sesame from 8,088
acres of croplands this year.

Sown acreage of crops is
on the rise yearly. Farmers
prefer to grow sesame in
winter more than monsoon.
So, oil crop cultivation is
successful.”

Officials of the Town-
ship Agriculture Depart-
ment share agricultural tech-
niques, GAP systems and
quality strains of crops to

boost per-acre yield of crops.
The crops planted in
GAP system have better
quality than other ordinarily
grown crops, fetching good
prices. Due to its quality,
these crops can be sold at
home and abroad, benefit-
ing local farmers to improve

their socioeconomic life.
206

2" phase of Hamas-
Israel prisoner-hostage
exchange deal

completed:

Gaza January 26

The International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) announced Saturday
the completion of the second
phase of a prisoner-hostage
exchange between Hamas
and Israel, implemented
under the initial terms of a
ceasefire agreement.

The second phase, in-
cluding the release of 200

" | Palestinian prisoners and

four Israeli hostages, was
carried out after thorough
coordination and review
procedures conducted by the
ICRC, aneutral intermediary
that ensured the smooth and
secure implementation of the
exchange, it said.

The Israeli hostages

Red Cross

were transferred safely, with
their well-being prioritized,
whereas the Palestinian pris-
oners were released from
Israeli detention centers and
transported to Gaza and the
West Bank following ICRC's
interview with them, during
which it verified their iden-
tities, evaluated their health
conditions, and confirmed
their readiness for travel,
it said.

The ICRC urged ongo-
ing dialogue between the
parties and their continu-
ous humanitarian commit-
ments, so as to create the
necessary conditions for
the safe execution of future
operations.

Xinhua

jprisonerdingthel
WestiBank{citylofiRamallah}
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