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Chairman of State Security and Peace Commission Commander-in-Chief
of Defence Services Senior General Min Aung Hlaing receives delegation
led by Commander-ln-Chlef of Royal Thai Armed Forces

NAY PYI TAW March 18
Chairman of State Security and

Peace Commission Comman-

der-in-Chief of Defence Services

environmental conservation, coo-
peration in training programs
between the armed forces of
the two countries, cooperation

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
received a delegation led by Com-
mander-in-Chief of the Royal
Thai Armed Forces General
Ukris Boontanondha at the
parlour of Zeyathiri Villa here
this morning,

Also present at the call were
Vice Chairman of SSPC Com-
mander-in-Chief of Defence
Services Vice-Senior General
Soe Win, SSPC Secretary Com-
mander-in-Chief (Army) General

in effective elimination of online
scam, holding of Myanmar-Thai
high-level committee (HLC)
meetings, successful holding of
amulti-party democracy general
election in Myanmar as a free
and fair and clean and dignified
one and the ongoing parliamen-
tary sessions, recent elections
and current parliamentary sess-
ions in Thailand and further
cementing of military cooperat-
ion between Myanmar and Thai-

Ye Win Oo, SSPC member Chief
of General Staff (Army, Navy
and Air) General Kyaw Swa Lin,
senior military officers from the
Office of the Commander-in-
Chief. The Commander-in-Chief

Chairman of State Security and Peace Commission Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing receives Commander-in-Chief of the Royal Thai Armed Forces General Ukris Boontanondha.

land.

Afterthe call, Chairman of State
Security and Peace Commiss-
ion Commander-in-Chief of De-
fence Services Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing and General

of the Royal Thai Armed Forces
was accompanied by Chief of
Joint Staff General Chitchanok
Nujjaya and senior military
officers fromRoyal Thai Armed

Forces, Thai Military Attache
(Army) in Myanmar and offi-
cials.

During the call, cordial discuss-
ions were centred on the time-

honored and excellent diplomatic
relations and close cooperation
between the two countries and
militaries, further promotion of
bilateral military cooperation,

regional and border peace and
stability, prevention of illicit trade
through the common border,
counternarcotic campaigns, re-
duction of transboundary haze,

Ukris Boontanondha exchang-
ed commemorative gifts and
posed for documentary photos
together with the attendees.
100

A message sent by Acting President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, Chairman of the
State Security and Peace Commission Senior General Thadoe Maha Thray Sithu Thadoe Thiri
Thudhamma Min Aung Hlaing to the ceremony to mark the 5274 Anniversary of Mon State Day

Esteemed national brethren in Mon State,

On the auspicious occasion of the 52" Anniversary of Mon State Day, which
falls on 19 March 2026, I extend my heartfelt wishes and loving-kindness for all
Mon ethnic brethren in Mon State and across various regions, as well as for
all ethnic peoples of the Union throughout the country, to enjoy good health
and physical and mental well-being, and to have all their good intentions and
aspirations fulfilled.

The Mon State Day is an honourable and auspicious day with significant
identities for Union-born Mon ethnic people.

Mon State is located in lower Myanmar, between Bago Region, Kayin State,
and Taninthayi Region. The ancient name of the Mon ethnic group was “Raman”
in the Mon language, which, through successive changes, came to be known as
“Mon,” according to historical records. The region where the Mon people first
settled, known as “Ramanya,” means a pleasant or delightful land. In earlier
times, before it was designated as Mon State, the territory that now forms Mon
State was part of Taninthayi Region.

In order to gain a separate Mon State, various Mon organizations including
the All Ramanya Mon Association, the Mon National Asiayone, and other Mon
groups collectively made efforts and appeals so that the Mon ethnic group could
preserve and promote their literature and distinct cultural heritage more widely.
As a result, under the 1974 Constitution of the Socialist Republic of the Union
of Myanmar, No 1 Taninthayi Division was designated as Mon State.

After the State was officially designated as a separate state by the government,

Mon ethnic people within Mon State determined that 19 March 1974—the date
on which the draft Constitution was submitted—would be observed as Mon
State Day. From then onward, commemorative ceremonies have been held
annually in a grand and lively manner, and in 2026 the celebration has reached
its 52" Anniversary.

Within Mon State, the majority of the population consists of Mon and Bamar
people, while other ethnic groups such as Kayin, Shan, and Pa-O also live
together in harmony and peace. The Mon are among the earliest peoples to
have settled in Myanmar, and historical evidence from ancient Mon stone
inscriptions and literary sources indicates that they possessed a high level of
cultural development and were among the first to adopt Buddhism.

Mon State which had been formed with 10 townships in two district was
reorganized with two additional districts starting from 30 April 2022. So, it totals
10 townships in four districts with accelerating efforts for overall development
to ensure peace and stability and improve economic and social measures.

Mon State is located along the coastline and serves not only as a coastal
region but also as an important hub with favourable transport routes for trade
and commercial processes, including a key central port. In addition, it enjoys a
pleasant climate, with scenic mountains and rivers, lush green forests, abundant
natural resources, and plentiful local fruits and produce, making it a region with
rich natural endowments and favourable conditions.

In terms of religion and the Buddhism, Mon State is distinguished by many

See Page - 19»»
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prominent and historically significant temples and stupas, including the revered
Kyaiktiyo Pagoda, Kyaikpawlaw Hmeshintaw Pagoda, Hsandawshin Kyaikthanlan
Pagoda, Kyaikmaraw Hsutaungpyae Pagoda, and Kyaikkhami Mid-streamed
Pagoda. These sacred sites reflect the flourishing glory of the Buddhism. Owing
to the dedicated efforts of religious figures and the Venerable Shin Arahan,
historical records clearly show that the region became a centre where the true
Theravada Buddhism prospered and spread, which is a matter of great pride.
Esteemed national brethren,

At the present time, our country is in a period of transition towards becoming
anation that practises a democratic system, in accordance with the aspirations
of the people, where the fundamental principles of justice, liberty, and equality
can flourish. In building a democratic nation, it is essential for all citizens to
uphold unity, maintain discipline, respect and abide by the rule of law, and
possess sound knowledge and awareness.

In line with the objective of the National Defence and Security Council, and in
order to advance along the democratic path desired by the people, the multi-party
democratic general elections 2025 were successfully held in three phases. The
Pyithu Hluttaw convened on 16 March 2026, and the Amyotha Hluttaw on 18
March 2026. Hluttaw sessions, including the process of electing the President,
are being carried out according to schedule, and in the near future, a new Union
Government led by the newly elected President will emerge.

Esteemed national brethren,

In order to effectively and successfully implement national tasks within a short
period of time, I would like to earnestly urge intellectuals and intelligentsia from
various sectors, and ethnic peoples across the country to actively and unitedly
cooperate with the new government that will emerge.

In promoting national economic development, efforts are being made to
implement key and fundamental sectors such as education, healthcare, rule
of law, and the improvement of transport. In carrying out production activities,
it is essential to ensure the development and success of micro, small, and
medium-sized enterprises (MSMESs), which form the most basic foundation of
the economy.

To commemorate the 79" Anniversary of Union Day this year, a Union-level
MSME Products Exhibition and Market Fair was held in Nay Pyi Taw, with
ethnic entrepreneurs from various states and regions, including Mon State,
participating to display and sell their products. Beyond economic development
alone, the event brought multiple benefits, including fostering friendship and
closer relations among entrepreneurs from different regions, strengthening
unity, promoting mutual assistance, exchanging traditional customs, cultures
and knowledge, establishing market linkages, and enhancing the ability to
produce value-added domestic products capable of entering international
markets. Given that Mon State possesses favorable natural conditions and
abundant resources, expanding the agriculture, livestock, and production
sectors would increase the income of local people, reduce poverty, and further
improve socioeconomic living standards. Therefore, I would like to strongly urge
that these activities be carried out with emphasis on integrating technology to
produce value-added products.

Esteemed national brethren,

To promote the development of the education sector, the State is implementing

compulsory education up to KG+9, with the aim of fostering a society enriched

with knowledge and well-rounded in the five strengths. Efforts are being made to
increase school enrollment rates among all school-age children, ensure students
achieve academic proficiency, improve grade transition rates, and facilitate the
transformation from basic schooling to broader knowledge and intellectual
development. I would like to urge continued emphasis on these priorities.

At present, it is necessary to nurture young people who represent the
strength of the future by enhancing their character and capabilities so that they
become well-rounded and capable individuals. In addition, systematic efforts
are required to cultivate good moral conduct among youth, instill patriotism,
and encourage a sense of responsibility to safeguard the nation and uphold its
dignity.

It can be assessed that the internal conflicts and the lack of national stability
experienced over successive periods have stemmed, in part, from weaknesses in
education among those concerned. When knowledge and awareness are lacking,
individuals may follow incitement and agitation by destructive elements without
critical thinking or sound judgment, thereby undermining national stability.
The State is therefore prioritizing efforts to ensure equal access to education
across the country, including in ethnic regions.

Accordingly, I would like to urge Mon State as well to work in cooperation
towards achieving progress and success in the education sector in line with
set objectives.

Esteemed national brethren,

In the health sector, the State has been consistently undertaking measures
to ensure that all citizens have access to basic healthcare services, including
supplying hospitals with adequate medicines and medical equipment, providing
free medical treatment, and appointing healthcare personnel.

To improve the socio-economic conditions of all citizens, the government has
also been upgrading the transport sector. As part of efforts to promote all-round
development in Mon State and facilitate the flow of goods both domestically
and internationally, two key bridges—the new Gyaing (Zathabyin) Bridge and
the new Attaran Bridge—were inaugurated on 8 March. With the opening of
these two bridges, travel will become more convenient, enabling easier access
from Mon State and Kayin State to the Mawlamyine Special Economic Zone
and the Dawei Deep-Sea Port, as well as to other parts of the country, thereby
accelerating the flow of goods both domestically and abroad.

In conclusion, I would like to emphasize that, as history teaches us, unity
among ethnic groups is critically important for preserving the Union, maintaining
national stability and peace, and upholding the rule of law. Achieving peace and
unity is essential to ending armed conflicts and violent disturbances so that
all ethnic peoples can live safely and securely within the Union. As the ethnic
brethren in Mon State participate in building a Union based on democracy and
afederal system—the system desired by all ethnic peoples—I urge them to act
with a spirit of national solidarity and patriotism, ensuring that the interests of
the State, the region, and the entire nation and its people are upheld. Moreover,
I extend my heartfelt wishes that Mon State and all Mon ethnic peoples may
always enjoy lasting peace, prosperity, and happiness, and I respectfully pay
tribute on the occasion of the 52" Anniversary of Mon State Day.

Senior General Thadoe Maha Thray Sithu

Thadoe Thiri Thudhamma Min Aung Hlaing

Acting President, the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
Chairman, the State Security and Peace Commission

Local farmers grow chickpea exceeding the target cultivation in Pwintbyu Township

PWINTBYU March 18

Agriculture Department in
Pwintbyu Township of Magway
Region stated that local far-
mers planted chickpea on the
croplands exceeding the ear-
marked cultivation in Pwintbyu
Township.

Local farmers cultivated
57,120 acres of chickpea from
October 2025 to date, although
local authorities earmarked
cultivation of 52,051 acres of
crops in Pwintbyu Township.

“In Pwintbyu Township, dur-
ing the winter crop cultivation
season, a target of 52,051 acres
of chickpea was set, and as
of today cultivation has been
completed on 57,120 acres. As
aresult, planting has exceeded
the designated target acreage.
Chickpea cultivation has been
expanding year by year. To
help chickpea farmers achieve
good yields and quality, we are
conducting field-level support
by providing quality seeds,

agricultural inputs, cultivation
techniques, and post-harvest
technologies,” said Daw Moe
Moe Wai, Township Head of the
Pwintbyu Township Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

In Pwintbyu Township, local
farmers cultivating winter
chickpea reportedly choose
high-yielding varieties suitable
for local conditions, such as
Yezin-4 and Yezin-6. Cultivation
costs for chickpea amount
to more than Ks-300,000 per

acre. Farmers grow chickpea
both as a sole crop and in inter-
cropping systems with other
crops toincrease income. Staff
members from the Township
Department of Agriculture are
working together with farmers
to ensure that cultivated chic-
kpea fields achieve target yields
by providing necessary agricul-
tural technologies, pest and
disease prevention and control
measures, and systematic fer-
tilizer application.

“If chickpea can be cultivated
with improved productivity
and yields, it will not only en-
sure sufficient supply for local
consumption but also allow sur-
plus production to be sold, gene-
rating income and contributing
to socio-economic development.
Therefore, efforts should be
made to further expand chick-
pea cultivation across diffe-
rent areas,” Daw Moe Moe Wai
added.
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US unlikely to withdraw from Iran anytime soon because of
Hormuz Strait crisis - reports

WASHINGTON March 18
The United States is unlikely
to end its military operation aga-
inst Iran in the near future due
to the instability surrounding
the Strait of Hormuz, Axios re-
ported on Wednesday, citing offi-

cials.

The US and Israel are curren-
tly working very closely in terms
of Iran campaign, US President
Donald Trump’s advisers told
Axios.

However; the core objectives of

the US and Israel vary. Washing-
ton seeks decimating Iran’s
missile and nuclear programs,
as well as destroy the enemy’s
navy and proxy funding, while
Tel Aviv pursues regime change
in Tehran, the report said.

On February 28, the United
States and Israel launched
strikes on targets in Iran, includ-
ing in Tehran, causing damage
and civilian casualties. Iran re-
sponded by striking Israeli terri-
tory and US military facilities
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in the Middle East.

The escalation around Iran
has led to the de facto halt of
traffic in the Strait of Hormuz,
a key route for deliveries of oil
and liquefied natural gas from
the Persian Gulf countries to
the global market, affecting oil
exports and production in the
region.

Sputnik

Russia’s Rosatom condemns attack on Bushehr nuclear
power plant in Iran

MOSCOW March 18

Alexei Likhachev, head of
Russia’s state nuclear corporat-
ion Rosatom, on Tuesday con-
demned a strike near Iran’s
Bushehr Nuclear Power Plant
(NPP), warning of risks to
nuclear safety.

Likhachev told RIA Novosti
that the attack, carried out in
proximity to the plant’s operatio-
nal power unit, was the first of
its kind since the start of U.S.
and Israeli military actions
against Iran.

Likhachev said the strike took
place at 6:11 p.m. Moscow time
(1511 GMT) on Tuesday. He said

that Russia condemns the
attack, calling on all parties to
dee-scalate tensions around the
facility.

“Firing on operating nuclear
energy facilities is a flagrant
disregard for the key rules
and principles of international
security,” Likhachev added.

Likhachev said that Rosatom
has begun preparations for
the third stage of evacuating
Russian employees from the
Bushehr NPP. Currently, 480
Rosatom employees remain
at the station.

In a separate statement, the
Atomic Energy Organization of

Iran said the strike caused no
material damage or casualties,
but described it as a violation
of international legal norms.
On Sunday, Rafael Grossi, dir-
ector general of the International
Atomic Energy Agency, warned

in an interview with the Russian
daily newspaper Kommersant
about extreme risks to the Bu-
shehr NPE calling the situation
around it his main concern amid
the war in the Middle East.
Xinhua

Iran’s President
confirms death
of country’s
Intelligence

Minister

TEHRAN March 18

Iranian President Masoud Pe-
zeshkian confirmed on Wednes-
day the death of Iranian Intelli-
gence Minister Esmaeil Khatib.

“The cowardly assassination
of my dear colleagues Esmaeil
Khatib, (Secretary of the Iranian
Security Council) Ali Larijani
and (Defence Minister) Aziz Na-
sirzadeh, as well as some mem-
bers of their families and those
accompanying them, plunged us
into sorrow,” Pezeshkian said
on X.

Earlier, Israeli Defence Mini-
ster Israel Katz said that Iran’s
Intelligence Minister Esmail
Khatib had been “eliminated”
in an overnight strike. He added
that he and Israeli Prime Mini-
ster Benjamin Netanyahu had
authorised the military to target
other senior Iranian officials
without requiring further appro-
val.

Sputnik

NEW DELHI March 18

At least nine people were
killed and three others injured
on Wednesday in a devastating

fire inside a multi-story building
in the Indian capital city Delhi,
police said.

The fire broke out in a clothes

9 kllled in massive bu1ld1ng ﬁre in Indian capital

and cosmetics shop inside a
four-story building at Ram
Chowk Market near Palam area
of the city.

“Twelve people were brought
to the hospital, and out of them,
nine were declared dead on arri-
val and three were injured,” a
senior police official, Abhimanyu
Poswal, said. “The deceased
were identified as two men, four
women and three children.”

Poswal said forensic and crime
teams are investigating the
cause, and legal proceedings have
been initiated.

According to police, the second
and third floors of the building
were residential units Xinhua

Argentina formally withdraws from WHO

BUENOS AIRES March 18

Argentina formally withdrew
from the World Health Organiza-
tion WHO) on Tuesday, Foreign
Minister Pablo Quirno said.

He said in a social media post
that Argentina communicated
this decision through a note
addressed to the United Nations
Secretary-General on March
17, 2025.

In accordance with the Vienna

Convention on the Law of Treat-
ies, the withdrawal takes place
one year after that notification.

“Our country will continue to
promote international coopera-
tion in health through bilate-
ral agreements and regional
forums, fully safeguarding its
sovereignty and its capacity to
make decisions regarding health
policies,” Quirno said.

The Argentine government

announced the decision to with-
draw from the global health body
in February last year.
Presidential spokesperson
Manuel Adorni told a press con-
ference at the time that Presi-
dent Javier Milei had instructed
the Argentine foreign minister
to withdraw the country’s par-
ticipation in the UN specialized
agency.
Xinhua

Qatar
condemns
Israeli
targeting
of Iran’s
natural gas
facilities

DOHA March 18

Qatar’s Foreign Ministry spo-
kesman Majed Al-Ansarion Wed-
nesday condemned the Israeli
targeting of facilities linked to
Iran’s South Pars gas field,
which is an extension of Qatar’s
North Field.

In a statement on X, Al-Ansari
warned that targeting energy
infrastructure in the region
threatens global energy secu-
rity and regional stability, de-
scribing it as a “dangerous and
irresponsible step” amid the
ongoing military escalation.

Headded that attacks on energy
infrastructure pose risks not
only to global energy supplies
but also to the peoples of the re-
gion and the surrounding en-
vironment.

Al-Ansari reiterated Qatar’s
longstanding position on the
need to avoid targeting vital faci-
lities and called on all parties to
exercise restraint and adhere
to international law.

He also urged efforts toward
de-escalation in a manner that
preserves the security and
stability of the region.

Earlierin the day, Iranian state
media reported that Iran’s na-
tural gas facilities associated
with the offshore South Pars
field had been attacked.

Xinhua
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1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive
activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives
and property of innocent people.
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Exercises

1454 Write sentences with supposed to ... or not supposed to ... . Choose from the following verbs:

depart lift park phone put  start

1You ’re not supposed to park your car here. It’s private parking only.

2 WE .ttt nas work at 8.15, but we rarely do anything before 8.30.
B ettt s a st Helen last night, but I completely forgot.
4 This door is @ fire €Xit. WE ........ccoeeueeeeieeeeeses ettt ettt ettt s st eaeassesesenes anything in front of it.
B IMY LIBNE oo at 10.15, but it didn’t leave until 11.30.
6 Jonathan has a problem with his back. He ........ccccoeivernrireinneeeereeesneeseeesesesenns anything heavy.

Unit
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>A> Study this example situation:
) s S The roof of Lisa’s house was damaged.

So she called a builder, and yesterday he came

and repaired it.

Lisa had the roof repaired yesterday.

This means: Lisa arranged for somebody else to

repair the roof. She didn’t repair it herself.

W e

If you have something done, you arrange for somebody to do it for you.
Compare:
@ Lisarepaired the roof. (= she repaired it herself)
Lisa had the roof repaired. (= she arranged for somebody else to repair it)
@ A:Did you make those curtains yourself?
B: Yes, I like making things.
A: Did you have those curtains made?
B: No, I made them myself.

Study the word order:

have object past participle
Lisa had the roof repaired.
Where did you have your hair cut?
We are having the house painted.
I think you should have that coat cleaned.
I don’t like having my picture taken.

We say:
@ How oft en do you have your car serviced? (not have serviced your car)
@ Our neighbour is having a garage built. (not having built a garage)

@ Your hair looks nice. Did you have it cut?
Raymond Murphy
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‘Three Midsize models will directly appeal to our target customer segments
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