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Pwintbyu Township finishes harvest of more than 18,000 acres of sesame

PWINTBYU August 21

The Township Agriculture Depart-
ment in Pwintbyu Township of Magway
Region stated that local farmers have
harvested 18,950 acres of summer
sesame.

In Pwintbyu Township, a total of 57,616
acres of sesame were cultivated during
the summer crop season. Harvesting
began in the third week of June this
year, and as of today, harvesting has
been completed on 18,950 acres. It is

reported that the average yield is 7.12
baskets per acre.

Daw Moe Moe Wai, Head of the Town-
ship Department of Agriculture in Pwint-
byu, said:

“In Pwintbyu Township, harvesting
of sesame fields planted during the
summer crop season began in the
third week of June, and as of today,
harvesting has been completed on
18,950 acres. Regarding summer se-
same harvesting, we are supervising

and providing technical assistance
to ensure timely harvesting and pro-
per storage under shelters to main-
tain good quality of the harvested se-
same.”

It is known that sesame cultivated
using GAP (Good Agricultural Practices)
methods has better quality and fetches
higher prices compared to sesame
grown using other methods. This not
only allows for sales in the domestic
market but also enables export to foreign

markets, increasing income and contri-
buting to the improvement of socio-
economic conditions.

Daw Moe Moe Wai further stated that
if sesame can be cultivated with improved
productivity, it will not only fulfill the
local demand for oil consumption but
also generate additional income through
surplus sales. Therefore, efforts should
be made across all regions to expand
sesame cultivation.

SMK

Over 19,000 acres of green gram grown

in Yinmabin District this year

100 percent cultivation of

YINMABIN August 21

According to the statistics of
Yinmabin District Agriculture
Department, local farmers
planted 19,332 acres of green
gram as monsoon crops in
Yinmabin District of Sagaing
Region this year.

In the 2025-2026 monsoon
crop season, a total of 38,668
acres of green gram are ear-
marked for cultivation in Yin-
mabin District. Cultivation be-
gan in May this year, and as of
today, 11,112 acres have been
cultivated in Yinmabin Town-
ship, 3,830 acres in Kani Town-
ship, 10,850 acres in Salingyi
Township, and 3,540 acres in
Pale Township, totalling 19,332
acres.

“This year, we’ve planned to
cultivate over 38,000 acres of
green gram during the monsoon
season in Yinmabin District.

So far, more than 19,000 acres
have been planted, and efforts
are ongoing to meet the full
target. We are also providing
awareness to farmers on expan-
ding green gram cultivation
and using quality, pure seeds

to improve yields,” said Daw
Myat Moe Win, Head of the De-
partment of Agriculture for Yin-
mabin District.

The township-wise target
distribution for green gram
cultivation in Yinmabin District
during the 2025-2026 monsoon
season is 5,462 acres in Yinma-
bin Township, 12,661 acres in
Kani Township, 17,043 acres in
Salingyi Township, and 3,502
acres in Pale Township, totalling
38,668 acres.

SK

pigeon pea completed
in Taze Township

TAZE August 21

According to records from
the Department of Agriculture
in YeU District, 100 percent of
the targeted acreage for pigeon
pea cultivation has been com-
pleted in Taze Township, Saga-
ing Region, during this year’s
monsoon crop season.

For the 2025-2026 monsoon
crop season, a total of 2,450 acres
of pigeon peas were earmarked
for cultivation in Taze Township.
Planting began in June this
year, and as of today, the full
targeted acreage has already
been cultivated.

“This year, more than 2,000
acres of pigeon peas were plan-
ned for cultivation during the
monsoon season in Taze Town-

ship. As of now, the entire tar-
geted acreage has been fully
cultivated. We are also mak-
ing efforts to ensure good yield
outcomes. Pigeon peas are being
grown both as a main crop and
inintercropping systems,” said
U Zaw Myint Htun, Head of the
Department of Agriculture for
YeU District.

This year, the township agri-
culture department is also
providing support to pigeon pea
farmers in Taze Township by
educating them on selecting
quality and pure seeds, applying
proper cultivation techniques,
avoiding pest risks, and im-
proving yields through on-site
technical training.

SMK

Danubyu Township supplies coconuts to Yangon market

DANUBYU August 21
“Local businesspersons and
farmers from Danubyu Town-
ship of Ayeyawady Region
supplied 76,000 pieces of coco-
nut to Yangon market in June,”
said Daw Hla Hla Htay, the
owner of coconut wholesale
depot in Danubyu Township.
In May of this year, only up
to 550,000 pieces of coconut
were able to be sold from Da-
nubyu Township to the Yangon
market. However, in June, the

volume increased to 760,000
pieces of coconut. These coco-
nuts are currently being sold
for up to Ks-95,000 per 100 pieces
of fruits.

“Ourregion exports both farm
products and garden produce
to the Yangon market. Over the
past month, we sold up to 760,000
pieces of coconuts. At present,
there is strong demand for
locally grown coconuts in the
Yangon market. We’ve learned
that there is growing domestic

demand for coconuts. The curr-
ent coconut price is also favo-
urable for farmers,” said Daw
Hla Hla Htay.

Coconuts from Danubyu Town-
ship are processed and sold in
three forms—dried coconuts,
green coconuts, and grated or
shelled coconuts—and trans-
ported using trucks and cargo
boats. Due to the improved mar-
ket prices and strong purchas-
ing demand, coconut farmers,
laborers, wholesale traders,

and cargo vehicle operators
are currently enjoying good

business conditions.

SK
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Over 11,000 acres of cotton planted in Monywa Township

MONYWA August 21

According to Monywa Township
Agriculture Department, local far-
mers cultivated more than 11,000
acres of cotton as monsoon crops in
Monywa Township of Sagaing Region
this year.

For the 2025-2026 monsoon crop
season, it is planned to cultivate 17,837
acres of cotton in Monywa Township.
Cultivation began in May this year, and
as of today, local farmers have planted
11,771 acres of crops.

U Soe Thet Aung, Head of the Monywa
Township Department of Agriculture,
said:

“This year, we’ve planned to grow
over 17,000 acres of cotton in Monywa
Township. As of today, more than 11,000
acres have been planted. Efforts are

underway to meet the target acreage.
To support timely and successful cul-
tivation, we are providing farmers with
quality and pure cotton seeds.”

This year, the Monywa Township
Department of Agriculture has conduc-
ted training and provided technical
support to cotton farmers on accessing
quality seeds, ensuring successful crop
growth, preventing pest and dise-
ase outbreaks, and following proper
cultivation methods to achieve good
yields.

Itis reported that the cost of cultivat-
ing one acre of cotton is approximately
Ks-350,000, and the yield is around 1,000
viss per acre.

Cotton cultivation can also be inter-
cropped with other crops such as onions
(as an early crop) and pigeon peas (as

alate crop), allowing farmers to benefit
from multiple harvests and increasing
their income.

Cotton is successfully cultivated in

19 townshlps across the dlstrlcts of

Sagaing, Monywa, Yinmabin, Shwebo,

and Kanbalu in the Sagaing Region.
SK

More than 90,000 acres of pigeon pea planted in Kanbalu Township

KANBALU August 21

Statistics of Kanbalu Township Agri-
culture Department stated that local
farmers have planted 93,236 acres of
pigeon pea as monsoon crops in Kanbalu
Township of Sagaing Region.

For the 2025-2026 monsoon crop sea-
son, local authorities earmarked to
cultivate 115,660 acres of pigeon peas
in Kanbalu Township. Cultivation began

in May this year, and as of today, 93,236
acres have already been planted.

U Myo Zaw, Head of the Township
Department of Agriculture in Kanbalu,
said:

"This year, during the monsoon crop
season, we have planned to cultivate
over 100,000 acres of pigeon peas in
Kanbalu Township. As of today, over
93,000 acres have been planted. We are

working to ensure the full target acreage
isachieved. We are also taking measures
to ensure high yields from the pigeon
pea cultivation. Farmers grow pigeon
peas both as a sole crop and as an in-
tercrop.”

This year, the Kanbalu Township De-
partment of Agriculture has been pro-
viding field-level education to pigeon pea
farmers on selecting quality seeds, adop-

ting correct cultivation methods, avoiding
pest risks, and improving crop yield.
Additionally, the Department is diss-
eminating techniques on the combin-
ed use of urea and gypsum fertilizers
to help reduce costs for farmers. It is
reported that using urea mixed with
gypsum lowers cultivation expenses,
keeps the crops free from pests, and
supports healthy plant growth. SK

Wuntho Township grows more than 2,000 acres of monsoon paddy this year

%;

WUNTHO August 21

According to Kawlin District Agricul-
ture Department, local farmers planted
more than 2,000 acres of monsoon paddy

in Wuntho Townshlp of Sagaing Region
this year.
For the 2025-2026 monsoon crop season,

it is planned to cultivate 38,989 acres of

monsoon paddy in Wuntho Township.
Cultivation began in May this year; and
as of today, 2,150 acres have been plan-
ted.

U Win Thein, Head of the Kawlin Dis-
trict Department of Agriculture, said:
“This year, we’ve planned to cultivate
over 38,000 acres of monsoon paddy in
Wuntho Township. As of today, more
than 2,000 acres have already been
planted, and cultivation is still ongoing.
We’re working to ensure that the full
target acreage is achieved. We are also
providing the necessary techniques
and seed varieties for timely planting.
Field visits are being conducted to assist
farmers in planting their paddy in a
timely manner.”

Itis reported that during this monsoon
crop season, efforts are being made to
ensure systematic and uninterrupted
cultivation of monsoon paddy through
close collaboration between the relevant
township agricultural departments and
local farmers.

To ensure successful cultivation and
good yields from monsoon paddy fields
in Wuntho this year, township agricul-
ture officers and staff are conducting
field activities to support farmers with
selecting quality and pure seeds, pre-
venting pest outbreaks, proper trans-
planting, weeding, rogueing (removal
of off-type plants), and systematic use
of fertilizers.

SMK

Farmers finish cultivation of more than 21,000 acres of green gram in Sagaing Township

SAGAING August 21

Data of the Sagaing Township Agricul-
ture Department indicated that local
farmers have planted more than 21,000
acres of green gram as monsoon crops
in Sagaing Township of Sagaing Region.

For the 2025-2026 monsoon crop sea-
son, local authorities earmarked culti-
vation of 45,194 acres of rain-fed green
gram in Sagaing Township. Cultivation

began in May this year, and as of today,
21,114 acres have been planted.
UMyo Thant Aung, Head of the Sagaing
Township Department of Agriculture, said:
"This year, during the monsoon crop
season, we have planned to cultivate
over 45,000 acres of rain-fed green gram
in Sagaing Township. As of today, over
21,000 acres have already been planted.
We are working to meet the target

acreage. We're also providing education
on expanding cultivation areas and
encouraging the use of quality and pure
seeds to ensure high yields.”

This year, the Sagaing Township De-
partment of Agriculture is providing
farmers growing rain-fed green gram
with guidance on selecting regionally
suitable and high-quality seeds, applying
correct cultivation techniques, preventing

pest infestations, and using fertilizers
systematically to improve yields.
During this monsoon crop season,
various types of pulses are being cul-
tivated, and to ensure good yield and
quality, the department is collaborat-
ing with farmers to provide necessary
inputs such as quality seeds, nutrients,
and post-harvest management techni-
ques. SMK
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President Putin receives India's External

MOSCOW August 21

A second high-ranking Indian
official has arrived in Moscow
within the past two weeks to
engage in discussions with the
Russian President. Prior to this,
PM Modi's National Security
Advisor, Ajit Doval, visited Mos-
Cow.

The meeting was also atten-
ded by Russian Foreign Mini-
ster Sergey Lavrov, First Deputy
Prime Minister of Russia and
Chairman of the Russian side
of the Intergovernmental Ru-

ssian-Indian Commission on
Trade, Economic, Scientific, Te-
chnical, and Cultural Coopera-
tion Denis Manturov, and the
Ambassador of India to Russia,
Vinay Kumar.

On Wednesday, External
Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar
arrived in Moscow, where he
co-chaired the 26" meeting of
the Intergovernmental Russian-
Indian Commission on Trade,
Economic, Scientific, Technical,
and Cultural Cooperation, alon-
gside Russian First Deputy

Prime Minister Denis Manturov.
These high-level India-Russia
interactions come ahead of the
planned visit by Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin to India.
FM Sergey Lavrov confirmed
that the visit will take place by
the end of 2025, with preparat-
ions already in full swing.
"Today we discussed upcom-
ing events within the frame-
work of this dialogue, including
preparations for the visit of the
Russian President to India by
the end of this year. There are

ok 0

a
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plans to prepare a solid package
of documents for this summit,"
Lavrov told a press conference
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following his talks with Jaishan-
kar on Thursday.
Sputnik

NEWDELHI August 21
India has successfully tested
the Agni-5, a nuclear-capable

ballistic missile with an inter-
mediate range that can reach
targets at a distance of up to

5,000km (3,106 miles), its De-
fence Ministry said on Wednes-
day.

The test, which was carried
out from the Integrated Test
Range in the eastern state of
Odisha, “validated all operational
and technical parameters,” the
ministry said.

The intermediate-range balli-
stic missile can be deployed
from mobile launchers and is
capable of carrying nuclear
warheads with high precision,
with the help of advanced guid-

India test-fires new nuclear-capable missile

ance systems. The missile's
coverage area includes almost
all of Asia and parts of Europe.

India has already deployed
the Agni-1 to Agni-4 missiles,
with ranges spanning 700km
to 3,500km (435 to 2,175 miles).
The South Asian country has
alsorecently tested the Prithvi-
IT and Agni-1, both of which are
nuclear-capable short-range
ballistic missiles, as well as the
newly developed Pralay tactical
missile.

RT

Malaysian air
force jet involved
in accident

at airport

KUALA LUMPUR August 21

A Royal Malaysian Air Force
(RMAF) jet was involved in
arunway accident at an airport
in Malaysia's Pahang state on
Thursday.

The jet, an F/A-18D Hornet,
was involved in the accident at
9:05 p.m. local time, the RMAF
said in a statement.

It also advised the public
against speculation on the

Hungary ready to host Russia-US-UKkraine summit, guarantees
security for all participants

BUDAPEST August 21
“Ifneeded, we are here, and
we will provide fair and safe
conditions at any time. We would
be happy to host such peace

talks if we can help ensure the
success of peace efforts, should
we be needed,” Hungary's For-
eign Minister Peter Szijjarto
says.

Earlier, US Treasury Secretary
Scott Bessent, in an interview
with Fox News, did not rule out
the possibility of a Russia-US-
Ukraine summit being held in

the Hungarian capital. According
to sources, the White House is
allegedly considering Budapest
as the priority location for the
trilateral meeting.  Sputnik

incident.

According to Bernama, the
pilot and co-pilot have been
recovered and are receiving
treatment. Videos circulating
on social media show the jet
moving along the runway with
bright sparks emanating from
it during takeoff.

Xinhua

US push to build naval drone fleet ‘not going well’ -

WASHINGTON August 21

The US plan to build a fleet
of naval drones to potentially
counter China is “not going
well” and has been marred with
technical issues and manage-
ment turmoil, Reuters has re-
ported, citing a dozen informed
sources.

US President Donald Trump
has named drone capabilities
as a top priority for the military,
with almost US$-5 billion alloca-
ted for naval autonomous sys-
tems in his ‘Big Beautiful Bill’
on federal spending. The Pen-
tagon aims to arm itself with
numerous unmanned boats,
which cost several million doll-
ars each and can operate in
swarms without human com-

mand. The drones are seen as
vital for protecting Taiwan in
case of a possible military con-
frontation with Beijing.

The program, however, has
faced a series of setbacks,
Reuters reported on Wednes-
day.

Itrecalled an incident in July
during a test off the coast of
California, in which one auto-
nomous surface vehicle (ASV)
suddenly stalled and another
smashed into it, vaulting over
the deck and crashing backinto
the water.

During another failed test a
few weeks prior; an autonomous
boat accelerated unexpectedly,
capsizing its support vessel
and throwing its captain over-

board, Reuters reported. The
captain remained unharmed,
it added.

The blunders resulted from
a combination of software fail-
ures and human error; including

breakdowns in communication
between onboard systems and
external autonomous software,
one source explained.

Since the latest incident, the
Pentagon has indefinitely halt-

Reuters

ed a contract of almost US$-20
million with one of the firms
providing autonomous software
for the vessels, sources told
the agency.

In May, the US Navy’s main
ASV procurement unit, the Pro-
gram Executive Office Unmann-
ed and Small Combatants (PEO
USC), had its chief, Rear Admiral
Kevin Smith, sacked due to loss
of confidence.

According to Reuters’ sources,
US Deputy Secretary of De-
fence Stephen Feinberg grilled
Navy officials last month, say-
ing he was unimpressed by
some of the acquired naval
drone capabilities and question-
ing their cost-effectiveness.

RT
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants

and property of innocent people.

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

The amount of solar connect-
ed to the grid has grown expone-
ntially in the past several years,
and with all of this interest and
so much information available,
let’s take amoment to highlight
their benefits.

Solar energy for residences
is a hot topic, and rightfully so.
The amount of solar connected
to the electric grid has grown
exponentially in the past several
years, and there are now nearly
4 million American households
that are already generating
their own power with solar en-
ergy.

This clean energy source is
making the electric grid more
dependable while helping solar
homeowners save money and
improve the value of their homes.
With all of this interest and so
much information available,
Energy Saver wants to take a
moment to highlight five bene-
fits of residential solar:
Benefit 1: Solar panels are in-
creasingly affordable

Residential solar is more
affordable than ever, especially
with the extension of the federal
residential solar tax credit.
Taxpayers can claim a 30 per-
cent tax credit on the cost of
solar systems on their income
taxes. But be sure to install
before January 1, 2033, when
the tax credit is set to decrease
to 26 percent.

There are also a number of
different financing options to
make purchasing solar systems
easier and with less money
upfront. The monthly amount
owed on a solarloan is typically
less than an average utility bill.
Benefit 2: You can save money
by going solar

Solar offers great potential
to save money on your monthly
utility bill, and with utility bills
trending upward, solar is likely

Five Benefits of Residential Solar

toremain a good money-saving
option for years to come. The
amount you save depends upon
how much electricity you con-
sume, the size of your solar
energy system, and how much
power it is able to generate.
You may also opt for a leased,
third-party owned system that
allows a homeowner to host a
solar energy system on their
rooftop and purchase back the
electricity generated at a dis-
counted rate, which is not only
is often less than utilities charge
customers, but also allows
electricity rates to be locked in
for years.
Benefit 3: You can keep the
lights on when the grid goes
down

Generating your own solar
power can give you the freedom
to keep the lights on if there’s
adisruption in power. Residen-
tial solar energy systems paired
with battery storage—generally
called solar-plus-storage sys-
tems—provide power regard-
less of the weather or the time
of day without having to rely
on backup power from the
grid. As battery technology
improves and financial incen-
tives for energy storage go into

S AR P

.

longer, colder winters. The U.S.
Department of Energy's Solar
Energy Technologies Office
(SETO) is dedicated to ensuring
solar panels can withstand the
elements no matter your loca-
tion. SETO funds five Regional
Test Centers across the country
-- each in a different climate
--to make sure panels perform
as best they can, regardless of
climate or weather.

Youdonotneed toownahouse
to go solar

Do you rent your house? Or
do you live in a high-rise condo
building? Not a problem. Comm-
unity solar programs allow

OF USING
RGY

Eco-friendly

Zero carbon emission

Source of income

effect, deciding to invest in
battery storage makes sense
for more households across the
nation.
Benefit 4: Solar will often in-
crease the value of your home
Buying a solar energy system
will likely increase your home’s
value. A Berkeley National La-
boratory study found that solar
photovoltaic panels are viewed
as upgrades, just like a renovat-
ed kitchen or a finished base-
ment, and home buyers across
the country have been willing
to pay a premium for a home

with an average-sized solar
array. As for third-party owned
systems, it appears that the
impact is largely neutral but
can occasionally add value,
especially for prepaid leases.
Benefit 5: Solar systems work
in a variety of climates

Solar panels only need one
thing to generate electricity --
sunshine! Even in the winter
when there are fewer hours of
daylight, there is still a sufficient
amount to power the average
American home. That makes
solar viable even in Alaska with

multiple people to benefit from
a single, shared solar array.
These arrays can be installed
on your building or offsite in a
different location. Purchasing
costs and the installation of the
solar energy system are then
divided among all of the parti-
cipants. All are then able to
buy into the shared system at
alevel that best fits their bud-
get. The portion you share can
even be negotiated into the
sale of your place should you
move!
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