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NAY PYI TAW August 24

A ceremony to honour stud-
ents who passed the 2025 mat-
riculation examination with
distinctions in all subjects and
highest marks subjective wise
was held at Zeyathiri Villa here
this morning. On behalf of Chair-
man of State Security and Peace
Commission of the Republic of
the Union of Myanmar Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing, SS-
PCVice Chairman Vice-Senior
General Soe Win presented
awards.

Also present together with
the Vice-Senior General were
Commission member Prime
Minister U Nyo Saw, Commis-
sion member Executive Chief
U Aung Lin Dway, Commission
Secretary J omt Executive Chlef

A

General Ye Win Oo, union level
officials, union ministers, the

Nay Pyi Taw Council chair,
senior military officers from
the Office of the Commander-
in-Chief, the Nay Pyi Taw Com-
mand commander, deputy mi-
nisters, rectors, school heads,
outstanding students and the
parents and officials.

First, students entertained
the Vice-Senior General and
attendees with the song “Let’s
honour the distinction winners.”

On behalf of the Senior Gene-
ral, the Vice-Senior General
delivered an address. He said
today’s ceremony recognized
and honoured the students
who with wisdom, superior in-
telligence, perseverance, zeal,
goal and constant efforts achi-
eved success. But their succ-
ess did not come easily. Since
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Ceremony to honour students who passed the 2025 matriculation

examination with distinctions in all subjects and highest marks
subjective wise held,;
Vice Chairman of State Security and Peace Commission of the

Republic of the Union of Myanmar Vice-Senior General Soe Win
presents awards
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Vice-Senior General Soe Win presents award to an outstanding student.
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Vice-Senior General Soe Win greets outstanding students.

their childhood days, these stu-
dents were eager to learn, and

had confidence and firm deter-
mination, and in this way, they
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achieved their current success.
In Myanmar tradition, honour-

ing the persons with exceptio-
nal skills is a way to auspicious-
ness.

The nation will be developed
with healthy, fit and brilliant
youths, who need education
and intelligence, and the State,
onits part, is always honouring
and supporting the outstanding
youths. Hence the State-level
prize-presentation was held for
the second time in accord with
the honorable tradition.

Wisdom is the intellectual
capacity to know the right
and wrong and the cause and
benefits. The country will be
able to build a force that can
truly serve the national interest
only if all citizens are smart.

As the Ministry of Education
is taking the main responsibi-
lity of shaping the national edu-
cation pillar; one of the pillars
for sustainable development
of the country, and educational
staff are the civil servants ser-
ving the public interest from
their relevant roles for all
citizens to achieve academic

See Page - 19mm
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knowledge and to acquire high-
level education and to develop
human resources. Their efforts
are recognized as they are the
persons trying to develop the
country through education with
loyalty, dutifulness and whole-
heartedness,as anational task.

Education is important for
every individual, and in addition,
it plays the main role in develop-
ing the social environment and
the country. High-level education
is required in making correct
choices and realizing the prin-
ciples of democracy. Every per-
son needs democratic wisdom,
knowledge and vision. It is of
vital importance for the nation
to instill in youths a wider
scope of intellectual knowledge,
apart from technological know-
ledge.

It is common knowledge that
although the country faced the
terrible impact of the Mandalay
earthquake, it could overcome all
hardships, hindrances without
any hesitation together with the
harmonious participation of
the people. Moreover, efforts
were made to continue the on-
going academic activities with
goodwill amidst the many dan-
gers and hardships after reo-
pening schools and universities
and to keep up the pace of edu-
cation development undertak-
ings. All those efforts will go
down in the annals of history
as honourable achievements.

As the country rose up from
the terrible situation and sho-
wed its true colours, the mat-
riculation examination pass
rate exceeded 48.06 percent
and 196 all-distinction winners
emerged.

Each one of the all-distinction
winners will be awarded with
one-tical gold coin and every
one of the 33 students who
achieved highest marks in their
respective subject-wise cate-
gories will be awarded with
one-tical gold coin. The value of
the effort, success and prestige
of the award winners and the
goodwill of the nation to honour
the outstanding students out-
weigh that of the price of the
awards many times. As in the
previous year, programs are

underway to arrange foreign
visits for outstanding students
who gained the highest marks
subject wise.

He urged outstanding stud-
ents to continue their success
by correctly choosing higher
education subjects they are
passionate about and interes-
ted in, just as they worked hard
with good habits during their
basic education. He emphasized
that by studying science, they
can contribute to the nation’s
industrial and technological
development. At the same
time, by studying arts, they can
protect, conserve, and promote
Myanmar’s traditions and
culture while also participating
in the nation’s socio-economic
development. He concluded by
instructing them to value and
study both arts and science
subjects.

He stated that in this techno-
logical age, it is necessary to
stay constantly updated on
both the national and global
landscape and to possess correct
perspectives. From research-
based studies, efforts must be
made to develop the state’s
digital economic structure,
which is the only way for the
nation to keep pace with the
world and not fall behind.

He also warned that as tec-
hnology and social media use
increase, unethical fake news
and misinformation can cause
incorrect ideas to seep in, and
therefore, people must live with
awareness, mindfulness, and
wisdom. While youths must find
positive ways to progress with
modern trends, he stressed that
itis also essential to conserve
and protect Myanmar’s tradi-
tional culture and customs, so
they do not fade away.

He stated that for youths to
be able to analyze, evaluate, and
make decisions about every-
thing happening in their surr-
oundings, they must learn not
only from school lessons and
life experiences but also from
reading books and literature.
Therefore, he stressed that
efforts must be made to make
school libraries active and
instructed youths to read many
beneficial books. He also added

that responsible officials must
work to ensure that school
libraries are filled with beneficial
books and periodicals that are
suitable for different ages and
education levels.

The Vice-Senior General
urged the outstanding students
to first strive to improve them-
selves so they can be of benefit
to themselves, others, and the
nation. He instructed them tobe
respectful of their parents and
teachers, and to live in a way
that makes them well-behaved
and good individuals. He also
called on them to cultivate the
fundamental good morals of
their respective religions, as
well as empathy and tolerance
toward others. He concluded
by seriously urging them to
fairly practice both self-interest
and the interest of others, and
to strive to become excellent,
glorious and good citizens of
the nation and, from there, good
citizens of the world.

Additionally, he instructed
youths to especially avoid drugs,
which are destroying their fut-
ure. Citing the saying “Arogyam
paramam labham,” he em-
phasized that health is impor-
tant for everyone and that enga-
ging in physical exercise and
sports is necessary to be strong
and healthy enough to learn
throughout life. He concluded
by urging them to strive to
live in a way that makes them
youths complete with the “five
strengths”.

The Vice-Senior General
stated that in line with the
motto “National discipline
begins at school,” those who
have successfully completed the
KG+12 program have acquired
good habits of discipline and
systematic study and living
over a 12-year period. He added
that these habits will greatly
contribute to their personal
progress in life.

He stated that a person must
be disciplined and respect and
abide by the law, as discipline is
essential for following the law.
He explained that if one lacks
discipline, they will break the
law, but by respecting the rules
and laws set by the state, they
will be safe and become valuable,
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good citizens. He therefore
expressed his desire for basic
education schools to place
special emphasis on teaching
the law so that students can
learn and remember it from a
young age.

It is necessary for student
youths to conserve patriotism
and the love for the country and
to appreciate the dignity of the
nation and heredity and fine
cultural traditions and historical
reality. Responsible officials are
urged to train to enable youths
at the basic education schools
to sing the national anthem and
reset their mindset by underst-
anding the meaning of saluting
the national flag and the essence
of the national anthem.

Youths are urged to participate
inthe conservation of the natural
environment as much as possible
by cherishing forests and trees
and conserving the natural
environment and ecosystem.

A multi-party general election
will be held for the people soon.
The election aspired by the peo-
pleis indispensable for creating
the new democratic nation.
Therefore, the election is sche-
duled to be held starting from
28 December and power will be
handed over to the upcoming
government.

Therefore, preparations are
being made to allow all eligible
voters to cast their votes, to hold
a free and fair election, to con-
vene the dignified elections and
Hluttaws as much as possible.
People and ethnic people includ-
ing eligible students are urged
to cast their votes not to lose
their suffrage. They should not
give up their citizen rights to
democratic transition.

Anotherfactoris that there are
individuals and organizations
that are hampering the elections
and they are disrupting the
development of the country. It
is necessary to prevent disrup-
tions to the elections that is
essential to building a democratic
nation and for all the people to
cooperate in prevention of such
disruption. Therefore, ethnic
people are urged to cooperate in
successful holding the elections.

Education staff are required to
establish a guarantee education

system for quality, to try to
nurture a large number of
educated youths, to encourage
outstanding youths to promote
the image of the nation and to
play a role in national deve-
lopment and safeguarding the
nation by seriously considering
them as the duty of all citizen
by reviewing the education
system.

Then, the Vice-Senior General
presented prizes to honorary
prizes to 13 highest marks
winners in science individually.

Then, the prime minister
presented 10 highest-mark
winners in arts and science
combination individually.

Afterward, the member of the
commission Executive Chief
U Aung Lin Dway presented
honorary prizes to 10 students
who won highest-mark in arts
individually and member of the
commission and Joint Executive
Chiefpresented honorary prizes
to 10 all-distinction winners
individually.

Afterward, members of the
commission union ministers,
union-level officials, the chairman
of Nay Pyi Taw Council and the
governor of the Central Bank of
Myanmar presented honorary
prizes to all- distinction winners
individually.

Then, an all-distinction winner
spoke words of thanks on behalf
of students who won prizes in the
2025 matriculation examination.

Afterward, students entertai-
ned the Vice-Senior General and
attendees with “Outstanding
Youth” musical sound perfor-
mance and the song “Myan-
mar’s School”.

After the ceremony, the Vice-
Senior General and party posed
for documentary photographs
with the 33 outstanding students
in respective combinations.

Then, the Vice-Senior General
and party enjoyed the honorary
luncheon hosted for the outstand-
ing students. During the lunch-
eon, artists from the Fine Arts
Department of the Ministry of
Culture and Religious Affairs
entertained the attendees with
music. Then, the Vice-Senior
General and party greeted the
outstanding students and their
parents cordially. 100

Natmauk Township plans to grow over 24,000 acres of rainfed rice in this monsoon

NATMAUK August 24
Natmauk Township has desig-
nated 24,925 acres for the culti-
vation of rainfed rice, aiming to
achieve a surplus in local produc-
tion. As of now, 5,820 acres have

already been planted. The Town-
ship Agriculture Department
is closely monitoring planting
efforts to ensure the targetis ac-
hieved and potentially exceeded.

Farmers in Natmauk Town-

ship primarily grow rice varie-
ties such as Manaw Thukha,
Sin Thukha, Eyarmin, Yadanar
Toe, Sar Pho Tha, and GW-11.
These varieties are selected
based on their suitability to local

conditions and farmer prefere-
nees. Cultivation methods include
direct seeding and the use of
rice planters, with technical
guidance from the Township
Agriculture Department.

To ensure successful cultiva-
tion and high yields, the Agricul-
ture Department is distributing
rice seeds well-suited to the
region and promoting proper
planting techniques. SK
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China’s ‘super
embassy’

in London
sparks

Spy panic

BEIJING August 24

Plans for China’s so-called “super
embassy” in London have been delayed
after UK officials demanded clarification
over “greyed-out sections” of its design
and Beijing refused to disclose further
details, according to the Financial Times.
China has slammed the move.

The project, dubbed a “super embassy”
in British media, would be the largest
such compound in Europe. It has faced
multiple bureaucratic setbacks since
Beijing first applied for a permit in 2022.

On Saturday, a spokesperson for the
Chinese embassy in the UK voiced
“serious concern” over the Ministry
of Housing, Communities and Local
Government’s postponement, saying
Beijing had followed all “customary
diplomatic practices” and relevant
procedures in its application and had
provided comprehensive answers to
the questions posed by British officials.

“It is an international obligation of
the host country to provide support
and facilitation for the construction of
diplomatic premises,” the spokesperson
stated, noting that the UK is also
planning to erect a new building for its
own embassy in Beijing.

On Friday, the Financial Times repor-
ted that Beijing had refused to “identify. ..
the rationale and justification” for the
“greyed out” Cultural Exchange Build-
ing and Embassy House in the compound
layout, despite a request from Housing
Secretary Angela Rayner.

Chinese officials said Wednesday they
did not deem it “necessary or appropri-
ate to provide full internal layout plans...
in order to understand what has been
permitted,” according to the FT.

The Ministry of Housing soon there-
after said it would delay the decision on
the application until October 21.

China bought the five-acre Royal Mint
Court site near the Tower of London in
2018. Beijing has since sought to build
an embassy complex there, which is
expected tobe ten times larger than the
diplomatic mission’s current premises.
Aside from the main building, it would
encompass offices, 225 homes, and a
cultural exchange center, according to
media reports.

Critics have argued that China could
use the “super embassy” for covert
surveillance activities.

In recent years, London and Beijing
have repeatedly traded allegations of
espionage. RT
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Jordan carries out new Gaza airdrop, receives aid

shipments from Slovenia

AMMAN August 24

Jordan on Sunday carried out another
airdrop of humanitarian aid into the
Gaza Strip and received additional relief
shipments from Slovenia, as part of
ongoing efforts to support Palestinians
amid the deepening crisis.

The Jordan Armed Forces said Royal
Jordanian Air Force aircraft, joined by
planes from Germany, the United Arab
Emirates and Indonesia, dropped about
41 tonnes of food and relief supplies
over Gaza. Since July 27, Jordan has
conducted 162 airdrops, while combined
operations with partner countries have
reached 392, delivering around 791
tonnes of aid.

Separately, the Jordan Hashemite
Charity Organization said two Slovenian
aircraft carrying urgent humanitarian
supplies landed at Marka Military
Airport on August 18 and 24. Slovenia
has so far sent eight planes, with two

A

more expected before the end of August.

The deliveries come as the United
Nations on Friday formally declared
a famine in Gaza, citing "systematic
obstruction" of aid access during more
than 22 months of war. According to

7

the Integrated Food Security Phase
Classification, about 514,000 people
-- nearly a quarter of Gaza's popula-
tion -- are facing famine, a number pro-
jected torise to 641,000 by late Septem-
ber. Xinhua

Israeli warplanes strike Yemeni capital Sanaa, outskirts

CAIRO August 24

Israel carried out airstrikes against
the Yemeni capital city of Sanaa and its
outskirts on Sunday, a Yemeni source
told Sputnik.

"Explosions are heard in Sanaa and
its outskirts due to Israeli airstrikes,"
the source said.

Two people were Killed and five others
injured in Israeli airstrikes against the
Yemeni capital city of Sanaa and its
outskirts, the Al Masirah TV channel,
which is run by the Ansar Allah (Houthi)
movement, reported on Sunday.

Yemeni air defences repelled most of
Israeli airstrikes, Houthi spokesperson

Nasruddin Amer said on social media.
On Friday, Yemen’s Ansar Allah
movement, also known as the Houthis,
said they had launched a ballistic missile
attack on Ben Gurion Airport in Tel Aviv
as well as on two other targets in Tel

Aviv and Ashkelon.
Sputnik

Road accidents kill 2, injure 12 in Afghanistan's Ghazni province

KABUL August 24

At least two people were killed and
12 others injured in two separate road
accidents in east Afghanistan's Ghazni
province, the state-run Bakhtar news
agency reported Sunday.

The accidents occurred in Ghazni
city, the provincial capital, and the Ab
Band district on a road linking Gha-
zni to neighboring Kandahar provi-
nce, leaving two victims dead on the
spot and 12 others wounded, the report

said.

All the injured have been taken to
nearby health facilities for treatment,
with most reported to be in critical
condition.

Xinhua

Russia recognizes Zelensky as De Facto head of
regime, ready to meet with him in this capacity

MOSCOW August 24

Russia sees Volodymyr Zelensky as the
de facto leader of the current Ukrainian
administration who has the legitimacy
to negotiate on Kiev’s behalf but not to
sign a truce, Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov said.

"We recognize him as de facto head

of the regime. And in this capacity, we
are ready to meet with him... When we
come to a stage where you have to sign
documents, we would need a very clear
understanding by everybody that the
person who is signing is legitimate. And
according to the Ukrainian constitution,
Mr. ZelensKy is not, at the moment,"

Lavrov told NBC in an interview.
Here are the highlights of the inter
view: ‘Moscow respects Trump because
he defends the interests of the US, and
there are reasons to believe that Trump
respects Putin because he defends the
interests of Russia’.
Sputnik

5 killed in car crash in Monchique, southern Portugal

LISBON August 24

Five people were killed on Sunday
when a light vehicle crashed on a road
in Monchique, Faro district, according
to Portugal's civil protection command.

Lusa News Agency reported that
the victims were found burned inside
the vehicle. The crash also triggered a
forest fire, which was quickly brought
under control.

Authorities said the road remained
closed as of 2:30 p.m. local time while
recovery and cleanup operations were
underway.

Xinhua
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World-famous Gokteik Railway Bridge, with 125-year history,
destroyed by TNLA terrorists with mine explosion

NAY PYI TAW August 24

The TNLA terrorist insurgents, unable
to withstand the systematic and phased
offensive operations of the Tatmadaw,
fled in disarray. While retreating, they
senselessly planted mines and destroyed
the Gokteik Bridge, a prominent land-
mark of Myanmar unrelated to military
affairs.

The Gokteik Bridge, located on the
Mandalay-Lashio railway line, connects
Nawnghkio Town and Kyaukme Town

in the world, as well as the largest
railway bridge globally. Renowned for
its advanced engineering and scenic
beauty, the bridge has been a famous
attraction across generations, draw-
ing numerous domestic and interna-
tional tourists for sightseeing and
study.

This iconic symbol of Myanmar
has been preserved and maintained
through successive governments and
local communities, earning a place on

e

e =

Damage caused by TNLA terrorists planting and detonating mines to destroy the Gokteik Bridge.

in Northern Shan State. Constructed in
1899 and completed in 1900, the bridge
began operations in 1903. Spanning
2,260 feet in length and situated 1,100
feet above sea level, this 125-year-old
railway bridge is a significant landmark.
It is Myanmar’s highest bridge and
the second-highest railway bridge

lists of global wonders.

With the support of the local populace
and intelligence gathered from the
area, the Tatmadaw launched counter-
offensive operations in stages to recap-
ture Nawngkhio town, temporarily con-
trolled by TNLA terrorist insurgents. As
a result, on July 16, 2025, at approxi-

Photo record of TNLA terrorists planting and detonating mines to destroy the Gokteik Bridge.

mately 12:00, the Tatmadaw successfully
recaptured the entire town of Nawng-
khio.

Due to alack of support from the local
population and an inability to resist the
Tatmadaw columns’ counter-offensives,
the terrorist insurgents suffered heavy
casualties and fled in disarray toward
Kyaukme Township. While temporarily
occupying areas along the Nawngkhio-
Kyaukme road, including Gokteik Pass,
the Gokteik Bridge on the Kyaukme
side, and Naungpain village, they
carried out terrorist activities. However,
through the Tatmadaw’s strenuous
and tactically sophisticated operations,
conducted via unexpected routes with
great effort, Naungpain village was fully
recaptured on August 23. During their
retreat, the insurgents brutally burned
and destroyed residential houses in the

village before fleeing in disarray.

This morning, as the TNLA armed
terrorist insurgents were retreating,
they viciously planted mines and de-
stroyed the Gokteik Bridge, a globally
recognized marvel and a significant
landmark of Myanmar. As a result, a
60-foot section of the bridge’s steel
structure between the abutment (AB-
2) and pier (P-16) on the Kyaukme side
was damaged.

The TNLA terrorists’ deliberate
destruction of this non-military, historic,
and iconic national site through such a vile
and reckless act is utterly unacceptable
to the public, who strongly condemn it.
Security forces are intensifying efforts to
eradicate the insurgents, restore peace
and stability, and ensure territorial
security as needed.

100

More than 15,000 acres of rainfed green gram planted in Wetlet Township

WETLET August 24

Statistics of Wetlet Township
Department of Agriculture
stated that local farmers have
so far planted more than 15,000
acres of rainfed green gram in
Wetlet Township of Sagaing
Region this year.

During the 2025-2026 monso-
on crop season, it is planned to

cultivate 38,525 acres of rainfed
green gram in Wetlet Township.
Cultivation began in May this
year, and as of today, 15,920 acres
have already been planted.
“This monsoon crop season,
we’ve planned to grow over
38,000 acres of rainfed green
gram in Wetlet Township. So
far, over 15,000 acres have been

cultivated. Efforts are ongoing
to meet the targeted acreage.
There have been awareness
programs to encourage expan-
sion of cultivation and the use
of quality seeds to ensure good
yields,” said Daw Kyin San,
Head of the Wetlet Township
Department of Agriculture.
This year, the Wetlet Township

Department of Agriculture has
been providing green gram
farmers with guidance on selec-
ting high-quality and suitable
seed varieties for the region,
proper cultivation methods, pest
prevention, systematic use of
fertilizers, and practices to
ensure good yields.
Additionally, during this year’s

monsoon crop season, farmers
cultivating various types of
pulses are being supported
through collaboration with
the agriculture department.
This includes supplying quality
seeds, essential inputs, and
post-harvest technology to help
improve both yield and quality
of the pulse crops. SK

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

and property of innocent people.

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives
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