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Rail transportation must win full publ

NAY PYI TAW May 14

President of the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar
U Min Aung Hlaing visited the
locomotive assembly plant
(Nay Pyi Taw), Mechanical and
Electrical Engineering Depart-
ment of Myanmar Railways,
the Ministry of Transport, in
Pobbathiri Township, Nay Pyi
Taw Council Area this morning,
and inspected functions for
development of rail transport
and gave guidance.

On arrival at the plant, the
President and party were wel-
comed by Union Minister for
Transport and Union Minister
for Digital Development and
Communications U Mya Tun Oo,
officials of MR, senior military
officers from the Office of
the Commander-in-Chief, and
officials.

Public transport that can
serve the interest of
country and people

At the plant's meeting hall, the
President discussed the develop-
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President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar U Min Aung Hlaing
inspects functions for development of rail transport
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President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar U Min Aung Hlaing gives guidance on development of rail transportation in Myanmar.

President U Min Aung Hlaing inspects a passenger carriage.

ment of rail transportation, no-
ting that Myanmar was the first
in Southeast Asia tointroduce a
railway sector when it commis-
sioned the Yangon-Pyay rail-
road section in 1877. Myanmar

was also the first country in the
region to utilize diesel trains.
In 2027, Myanma Railways
(MR) will celebrate its 150t
anniversary; hence, this 150-
year-old railway system should

be far more developed than it is
now. MR operates 3,483 miles
of single track and 385 miles
of double track, totaling 3,868
miles of track. Rail transport
serves the public interest while

simultaneously benefiting the
country. Consequently, the majo-
rity of countries worldwide uti-
lize rail transportation extensi-
vely and advantageously.

Alongside track-upgrading
work, the standards of railway
station platforms, railroad cro-
ssings, bridges, and otherrelated
sectors must be improved after
conducting feasibility studies

The current quality of tracks
in Myanmar falls below set stan-
dards. Trains will only be able
to run at high speeds if track
quality meets these standards;
hence, upgrading the tracks is
amust. In doing so, the tracks,
sleepers, and ballast must com-
ply with established criteria.
Moreover, precise calculations
are required when constructing
railway curves and inclines.
The government is currently
implementing numerous chan-
ges toimprove track infrastruc-
ture.

MR must strive to win full pu-
blic trust and reliance. Currently,
global fuel challenges demand

the further improvement of
public transportation in Myan-
mar. Among all modes of trans-
portation—including air, road,
water, and rail—rail transport is
the most efficient, as it carries
the largest volume of passen-
gers and goods at the lowest
cost. By significantly reducing
fuel consumption, rail transpor-
tation provides immense bene-
fits to the country. The govern-
ment will continue its railway
upgrading initiatives to secure
greater public reliance. Faster
trains will inevitably increase
passenger numbers, and the
country's main railways should
always remain active with freight
transport operations.

The Yangon-Mandalay, Yan-
gon-Mawlamyine, and Yangon-
Pyay railways must be priori-
tized in the upgrading project.
No matter how high the quality
of the carriages is, upgrading
initiatives will remain ineffec-
tive without standardized tra-
cks. In the past, phase-by-phase

See Page - 21 0@
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Additional seizure of equipment used for online gambling and scam
operations near Thanlwin River in Mongman Township; 10 illegal
Chinese nationals who fled after committing online gambling and scam
offenses further arrested

NAY PYITAW May 14

The government, consider-
ing the fight against online
gambling and scams, which
pose a global threat, as a natio-
nal duty, has been actively coope-
rating with both domestic for-
ces and neighbouring govern-
ments to ensure these opera-
tions cannot establish a foot-
hold in Myanmar. Previously,
it was announced that on May
12 and 13, 90 Chinese nationals
involved in online gambling
and scams near the Thanlwin
River in Mongman Township,
northern Shan State, were arr-
ested along with their equip-
ment.

A combined team including
security forces continued search
and inspection operations along
the east bank of the Thanlwin
River in Mongman Township
to prevent online gambling and
scam activities. On May 13,
around 5:00 PM, approximately
42,000 meters southwest of
Mongman Town near the Than-
lwin River, they additionally
seized one building measuring
240 feet long and 60 feet wide
used for online gambling and
scams, one commercial building
measuring 132 feet by 40 feet,
two commerecial buildings mea-
suring 84 feet by 40 feet, one
cleaning building measuring 70
feet by 25 feet, one residential
building measuring 60 feet by
10 feet, two residential buildings
measuring 60 feet by 20 feet, one
residential building measuring
20 feet by 15 feet, one residential
building measuring 40 feet by
20 feet, one three-compartment
toilet measuring approximately
20 feet by 10 feet, one burned
dozer, one residential building
measuring approximately 30
feet by 15 feet, two casinos mea-
suring 100 feet by 36 feet, one
toilet measuring 40 feet by 10
feet, one dining hall measuring
40 feet by 40 feet, 257 tables and
benches measuring 4 feet by 3
feet, 26 round steel tables with
a4-foot diameter, 10 outdoor air
conditioners, one table measu-
ring 8.5 feet long, 17 beds, 22
mattresses 4 inches thick, five
indoor air conditioners, six
small refrigerators, four large
refrigerators, six rice cookers,
eight upright refrigerators,

1

May 13 - Further seizures of buildings and business equipment used for
operating illegal online fraud businesses along the east bank of the Thanlwin
River.
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River.
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River.

two large generators, one eye
testing machine, 63 small table
fans, five poker tables, two sets
of mahjong, four fish shooting
game tables, three billiard
tables, seven slot machine tables,
one refrigerator with three-
door access, two gas stoves,
15 gas pots, 38 long fans, three
power stations, 398 three-ply
boards, 48 bags of rice, and
other related equipment used

for online gambling and scams.

Today, the combined team
continued search operations
along the Thanlwin River bank
near that area. Around 10:00
AM, approximately 40,000 me-
ters southwest of Mongman
Town near the Thanlwin River,
they additionally seized one
commercial tent measuring 50
feet by 20 feet, four residential
canopy tents, one rest tent, one

Tatmadaw News |19
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The photo shows a building and items used by online scammers.

kitchen tent, 22 gas pots, four
refrigerators, one rice cooker
box, one large portable genera-
tor, and one desktop computer.

Furthermore, around 3:00
PM today, approximately 44,000
meters southwest of Mongman
Town near the Thanlwin River,
oneillegal Chinese national who
fled after committing online
gambling and scam offenses
was arrested. Approximately

44,500 meters southwest of
Mongman Town near the Than-
lwin River, another nine illegal
Chinese nationals who fled after
committing online gambling
and scam offenses were arres-
ted, totaling ten illegal Chinese
nationals.

The seized equipment used
for online gambling and scams
will be processed in accordance

See Page - 20 @
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Zeebingyi-PyinOoLwin, Naw-
angkhio-Hsipaw railroad and
the Thazi-Kalaw-Taunggyi-
Naungkar railroad after upgra-
ding them. The President also
gave instructions on reduction
of switchbacks by looking for
bypasses for them, upgrades and
other needs along the railroad.

Then, the President and party
enjoyed a video clip depicting
the development of rail trans-
portation.

Then, Union Minister for Tran-
sport and Union Minister for
Digital Development and Com-
munications U Mya Tun Oo
and officials from the MR rep-
orted to the President on the brief

history of the MR, railroad sec-
tions and passenger and freight
trains currently under operation,
completion of construction and
upgrades of railroad sections,
bridges and stations from 2021
t0 2026, production and assem-
bly of new railway engines, pro-
duction of battery electric engi-
nes and their operations, main-
tenance of steam engines, arri-
vals and operations of DEMU,
purchasing and construction
of new carriages from 2021 to
2026, the current situation in
replacing and constructing en-
gines and carriages, production
of battery electric multiple units-
BEMUs, maintenance and cons-
truction of railroad sections

and bridges, the location of the
Central Transport and Com-
munication School, its brief
history, organizational setup,
conducting courses in each
training year and participation
of Tatmadaw personnel in
training courses of the MR.

After hearing the reports, the
President said it is necessary
to conduct systematic surveys
before the upgrades and con-
struction of new stations. By
doing so, maintenance costs
can be reduced. Efforts must
be made to operate steam
engines to attract local and
foreign tourists.

In connection with the cons-
truction of railway carriages, a

long-term approach must be
adopted and advantages and
disadvantages of operating
battery engines and electric
engines must be found out.
Systematic measures must
be taken in the appointment of
railway staff and it is necessary
to assign duties, pay salaries
and provide other assistance
in accordance with their posi-
tions. To do so, it is necessary
to carry out reform measures
from the beginning of their
training courses. It is also
important to study railway
training courses conducted in
other countries. Preparations
must be made to run railway
operations in cooperation with
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private entrepreneurs in the
future. The President also
gave other necessary instruc-
tions.

Afterward, the President and
party inspected the production
of Battery-Electric Multiple
Units (BEMUs) and new Bat-
tery-Electric Locomotives (BEL)
Myanmar Railways Locomo-
tive Assembly and Manufac-
turing Factory (Nay Pyi Taw)
and gave necessary instruc-
tions on further measures to
be taken to operate BEMUs
not only along Yangon circle
railroad but also along longer
trips and other needs based on
reports of officials.
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with procedures. Those arres-
ted will be effectively prosecuted
according to the law. Authorities
will continue to investigate and
identify those involved behind
the scenes to ensure effective
legal action.

The Myanmar government is
actively cooperating in the fight
against online fraud and online
gambling. Foreign nationals
who have entered Myanmar for
various reasons and are in any
way involved in online gambling
and scams are being investi-
gated according to the law.
Considering humanitarian val-
ues and international friend-

The photo shows a building and items used by online scammers.

ship, they are being repatriated
to their respective countries.

Major offenders are being arr-
ested, detained, and officially

Ukt bl

May 14 — View of confiscated buildings and business equipment used for
operating illegal online fraud businesses along the east bank of the Thanlwin

River.

handed over to relevant govern-
ments, and effective legal actions

are being taken.
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Puffer fish trading high at domestic market in Maubin Township

MAUBIN May 14

Trading of puffer fish is booming at the domestic market with high demand in Maubin Township of Ayeyawady Region, said Daw Khaing Khaing Lin, the owner
of fisheries trading in Maubin Township.
Starting from the second week of March this year up to the present, buying demand has been strong and trading has been active in the fish market in Maubin
Township. It is reported that up to 5,000 viss of puffer fish are traded daily in the market.

“Among aquatic products, puffer fish are currently being traded more frequently. Although they are among the higher-priced fish varieties, trading
remains strong. This may be due to the increasing number of consumers. Besides local demand, they are also being traded in the Yangon market.
The main reason is that buyers from Yangon are purchasing the puffer fish shipped from this area. Puffer fish are regularly arriving at local wholesale
centers, and the fish entering these centers are also fresh. As exports increase, those involved in the fisheries sector and related businesses are
doing well,” said Daw Khaing Khaing Lin.

Seafood traders in Maubin Township purchase puffer fish and other locally produced aquatic products, inspect and clean them systematically, and then distribute
and ship them to the areas where they are purchased. The market price of puffer fish currently ranges from Ks-18,000 to Ks-22,000 per viss. SK

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive
activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

and property of innocent people.
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President U Min Aung Hlaing observes a video clip showing the sightseeing steam locomotive train that runs between Kalaw and Shwenyaung.
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track upgrading was carried out
using Japanese loans. However,
the work later continued under
State funds because those loans
failed to arrive on time due
to certain delays. Ultimately,
this project aims to ensure
smooth transportation for the
public. Accordingly, MR must
consider replacing 75-pound
tracks with 110-pound tracks.
The foundation of the tracks
must meet the required stan-
dards, as high-quality track
ballast aligns sleepers, balances
weight, ensures stability, im-
proves drainage, suppresses
weed growth along the tracks,
and reduces heat and noise.
Therefore, rock filling must
be executed systematically to
achieve these benefits. Since
Myanmar already possesses
ample rock supplies, MR must
utilize them effectively.

He stated that in upgrading
railway tracks, it is vital to fill
them with a sufficient amount of
ballast, while sleepers must also
be installed with the required
quality and quantity at specified
intervals. Furthermore, he noted
that track curves must be sys-
tematically studied and recal-
culated for maintenance to
ensure trains can operate at
designated speeds, which in-
cludes incorporating proper
super elevation. He added that
tests should be conducted to
determine the maximum speed
capacity for 75-pound standard
tracks. He emphasized that by
increasing operating speeds,
travel time will be significantly
reduced for the commuting
public.

He also stated that along with
the upgrading of railways, it is ne-
cessary to systematically study,

calculate, and upgrade station
platforms, railway crossings,
bridges, and all other potential
requirements. He noted that
the levels of platforms and train
floors must be aligned. In doing
so, priority should be given to
major stations, followed by the
renovation of remaining smaller
stations. Regarding railway
crossings and bridges along
the routes, he stressed that if
tracks are upgraded, bridges
must also be systematically
calculated for upgrades. He
added that research must be
conducted to systematically
implement overpasses at busy
railway crossings, ensure proper
signaling systems, and manage
the opening and closing of gates
during train passages. For
example, he mentioned that the
Yangon circular railway must
be systematically managed,
and research and calculations
should be prepared to the extent
that underground railways can
be constructed and utilized in
the future.

Regarding the upgrading of
train coaches, he stated that it
isnecessary to establish a stan-
dard for them. He noted that as
the country already has exten-
sive experience in constructing
railway coaches, there is aneed
to produce a sufficient number
of coaches domestically. Obser-
ving that the length and width of
existing coaches are inconsis-
tent, he emphasized the need to
systematically study, research,
and calculate the production of
coaches that are suitable for
the country and ensure a spaci-
ous and comfortable experi-
ence for the travelling public. He
added that Battery Electric
Locomotives (BEL) and Bat-
tery Electric Multiple Units

(BEMU) are currentlybeing con-
structed, and these efforts must
also be carried out systemati-
cally.

Then, he stated that it is
necessary to establish a stan-
dard for train coaches that is

Regarding locomotive engi-
nes, he stated that while many
types of locomotives are curren-
tly in use in the country, it is
necessary to ensure that every
engine is robust, well-maintai-
ned, and clean, regardless of
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isnecessary to take promotion of
tourism into consideration and
to upgrade the busy Yangon-
Pyay railroad section into a
dual-track one. Measures are
being taken to construct a
railroad connecting Yangon,

President U Min Aung Hlaing hears a report on locomotives and carriages of MR.

suitable for Myanmar, ensuring
that if private railway businesses
emerge in the future, they also
comply with these set standards.
He noted that education and
supervision should be carried
out to ensure railway passengers
follow rules and regulations.
Similarly, railway staff must
systematically maintain all train
coaches tobe clean and tidy, and
they must handle maintenance
carefully to provide excellent
service in every detail. He
added that railway staff need
to encourage and ensure that
the traveling public follows the
rules and regulations while
riding the trains.

its type. He noted that there
must be systematic inspections
to ensure all locomotives and
coaches are in good condition,
and all systems must remain
functional during operation.
He added that efforts must be
made to maintain the cleanli-
ness and neatness of locomo-
tives and coaches, ensure that
painting is done systematically,
and see that all train cars remain
in good repair.

Tourism development must
be taken into consideration
in upgrades and

construction of railroads
In connection with upgrades
and construction of railroads, it

Mawlamyine,Ye and Dawei
and efforts must be made to
create an attractive railroad
to foreigners that passes along
beaches and is better than the
current one. In upgrading Pyay-
Bagan railroad, steps must be
taken to include picturesque
scenes along the route. By
enabling rail passengers to
enjoy a pleasant environment
and to pay homage to ancient
pagodas in Bagan Ancient
Cultural Zone, more railway
passengers and travellers can
be attracted.

It is also necessary to oper-
ate trains regularly along the

See Page - 20 0@
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