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More than 3,000 acres of maize and sweet

Mawlaik February 13

According to the Maw-
laik District Department of
Agriculture, a total of 3,113
acres of maize and sweet
corn have been cultivated
during the current winter
crop season in Mawlaik
Township, Sagaing Region.

For the 2024-2025 win-
ter cropping season, the

township had planned to
cultivate 3,495 acres, com-
prising 480 acres of maize
for seed production and
3,015 acres of sweet corn
for consumption. Planting
began in October 2024, and
as of today, 458 acres of
maize for seed and 2,655
acres of sweet corn have
been successfully cultivated,

totalling 3,113 acres.

Daw Kywe Kywe Hla-
ing, the Head of the Mawlaik
District Agriculture Depart-
ment, stated: “Our plan is to
cultivate 3,495 acres of maize
and sweet corn this season. As
of today, we have completed
planting 3,113 acres. We are
actively working to achieve
the full target acreage. Moreo-

corn cultivated in Mawlaik Township

ver, we are conducting aware-
ness programs to help farmers
ensure successful crop growth
and prevent pest and disease
outbreaks.”

To support maize and
sweet corn farmers, the
Township Agriculture De-
partment is providing train-
ing, field demonstrations,
and preventive measures
against common pests such
as FAW. The department is
also educating farmers on
integrated pest management,
including the use of insecti-
cides and natural repellents
like ginger and chili-based
pest control methods.

Maize for seed produc-
tion yields over 50 baskets
per acre, with an estimated
cultivation cost of K500,000
per acre. Sweet corn yields
approximately 15,000 ears
per acre, with an estimat-
ed cultivation cost of over
K500,000 per acre. 206

and robbing.

general public.

RubliciNotice

for Eliminationtofi
WViolence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”,

the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist

groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks,
civil servants including schoolteachers, and mem-

bers of the general public, as well as looting

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”,
“NUG”, and “PDEF” terrorists, who are intimidat-
ing and killing people and committing destructive

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on ter-
rorists and on possession and transport of weapons/
ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and

property of innocent people.

Myaungmya Township ships 83,000 viss of
green clam to Yangon in January

Myaungmya February 13

According to Daw Moe
Myint, a fishery product
trading business owner in
Myaungmya Township, a
total of 83,000 viss of green
clam was sent to the Yangon
market in January.

Green clams naturally
harvested in Myaungmya
Township are regularly sold
in the Yangon market. In
comparison, only 57,000 viss
were sold to Yangon market
in December 2024 but 83,000
viss in January 2025, and
demand from the Yangon
market remains strong.

“The local green clams

are in high demand. The
domestic market is actively
purchasing them, and sales
have been strong over the
past month. Compared to pre-
vious months, we have sold
a larger quantity. In Myaung-
mya Township, we naturally
source not only clams but
also various fish, shrimp,
and crabs. These locally har-
vested marine products are
primarily sold in the Yangon
market. With the increase in
trading activities, fishermen
and traders now have more
job opportunities,” said Daw
Moe Myint.

Fishery trading business-

es in Myaungmya Township

purchase various types of

fish, shrimp, crabs, and green
clams from fishermen. The
seafood is then properly

cleaned and packaged before
being transported to Yan-
gon where the products are
further distributed to other

regions.  Kyaw Kyaw Lin

Chickpea cultivated
on more than
4,000 acres In

Dabayin Township

Dabayin February 13
According to statistics
from the Department of Ag-
riculture in YeU District, a
total of 4,985 acres of chick-
peas have been cultivated in

¢ || Dabayin Township during

More than 70,000 viss

shipped to Yangon

Nyaungdon February 13

During January, up to
73,000 viss of fresh chilli
were sold in the Yangon mar-
ket from Nyaungdon Town-
ship, according to Daw Htay
Htay, a green grocery whole-
sale trader from Nyaungdon
Township.

In December 2023, only
57,000 viss of fresh chilli

were supplied from Nyaung-
don Township to the Yangon
market. However, the volume
increased to 73,000 viss in
January. It was also reported
that the price of fresh chilli
from this region was K55,000
per 10 viss.

Daw Htay Htay re-
marked: “We have supplied
73,000 viss of fresh chilli to

of fresh chilli

market in January

the Yangon market in the past
month. Agricultural produce
from our region are mainly
supplied to Yangon. The
fresh chilli from Nyaungdon
Township is of high quality,
which is why there is a high
demand from buyers. Cur-
rently, the price of fresh chilli
is K55,000 per 10 viss.”
Farmers in Nyaungdon

Township engage in chilli
cultivation alongside paddy
farming. The fresh chilli from
this region is of high quality,
contributing to increased
sales. The rise in demand for
high-quality chilli has cre-
ated better job opportunities
for farmers, labourers, trad-
ers, and wholesale business

owners. Kyaw Kyaw Lin

the winter crop season.

For the 2024-2025 win-

| ter planting season, a total

of 8,483 acres of chickpeas

@ | were planned for cultiva-
j | tion in Dabayin Township.

Planting began in October

Ji | 2024, and as of today, 4,985

acres have been successfully
cultivated.

“The plan is to cultivate
over 8,000 acres of chick-
peas in Dabayin Township
this season. So far, more than
4,000 acres have been plant-
ed. Efforts are being made
to ensure that the targeted
acreage is fully cultivated.
Chickpea farming has been
expanding year by year. To
enhance yield and quality,
we are working closely with
farmers by providing high-
quality seeds, fertilizers, and
post-harvest technology,”
said U Zaw Myint Tun, Head
of the YeU District Agricul-

ture Department.

In Dabayin Township,
farmers have chosen lo-
cally suitable, high-yield
chickpea varieties such as
Yezin-8 and Yezin-11. The
cost of cultivating one acre
of chickpeas is estimated at
over K300,000.

During this winter plant-
ing season, in addition to
various types of pulses and
beans, efforts are being made
to improve yield and quality
through the use of superior
seed varieties, fertilizers,
and post-harvest technol-
ogy, in collaboration with
farmers. Moreover, there
are initiatives to encourage
farmers to use Trichoderma,
a beneficial fungus, to im-
prove soil health and crop
growth.

Sagaing Region has the
largest pulse and bean cul-
tivation area in the country.
It plays a key role in pulse
and bean production, with
farmers growing these crops
not only as a primary source
of income but also through
intercropping systems.

206
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More than 1,000 acres of sweet
corn planted in Kyunhla Township

R ccrcormplantatio

Kyunhla February 13

According to the statistics
from the Kyunhla Township
Agriculture Department, a
total of 1,335 acres of sweet
corn have been successfully
cultivated in Kyunhla Town-
ship of Sagaing Region dur-
ing the 2024-2025 winter
crop season.

The plan for this season
targeted 1,337 acres for sweet
corn cultivation, with plant-
ing beginning in October
2024. As of today, 1,335
acres have been planted, and
efforts are ongoing to ensure
the completion of the planned
acreage.

Daw Myint Myint Yi,

\\:5:. g

Head of the Kyunhla Town-
ship Agriculture Department,
stated:

“We have set a target of
cultivating 1,337 acres of
sweet corn this season, and
so far, 1,335 acres have been
successfully planted. We
are working to ensure the
full target is met. Moreover,

our department is providing
guidance on pest control and
disease prevention to ensure
a successful harvest. Sweet

{ corn cultivation has been
B! increasing year by year.”

The Kyunhla Township
Agriculture Department is
also supporting local farm-
ers by providing training
programmes, field demon-
strations, and pest preven-
tion measures. Farmers are

| cducated on integrated pest

management systems, includ-
ing the use of neem-used
insecticides, ginger-based
natural pesticides, and chilli-
based pest control solutions.

On average, each acre
of sweet corn yields 15,000
cobs, and the estimated cul-
tivation cost per acre is over
K500,000. 206

Myaungmya Township supplies
75,000 viss of blood clam to Yangon
Market in Januar

Myaungmya February 13
Merchants from
Myaungmya Township in
Ayeyawady Region suc-
cessfully sold 75,000 viss of
seafood, specifically blood
clams, to the Yangon mar-
ket in January, said Daw
Kyu Kyu, a fishery product
trading business owner in
Myaungmya Township.
Fishery products from
Myaungmya Township are
regularly transported and
sold in the Yangon market.
In December 2024, the town-
ship dispatched only 55,000
viss of blood clams. How-
ever, the volume of such

seafood transport increased

RS

to 75,000 viss in January. g

The selling price of blood
clams reached up to K14,500
per 10 viss.

“Demand of marine
products, particularly blood
clams, was strong in De-
cember. We mainly sold our
seafood products to Yangon.
Domestic demand for blood
clams remains high. Last
January, we supplied 55,000
viss of blood clams," said
Daw Kyu Kyu.

She also noted that de-
mand for local marine prod-
ucts, including blood clams,
remains high in Yangon,

= Qo e g W\ 1-‘,-.':'.' / -~
WBloodiclamsfseematiatmarkety” — -

e
- o

and seafood traders are ac-
tively purchasing products
from local fishermen in
Myaungmya.

The continued export
of seafood, including blood
clam, from Myaungmya to

Mexican president
spells out opposition
to new U.S. tariffs in

letter to Trump

Mexico City February 13

Mexican President Clau-
dia Sheinbaum on Wednesday
reiterated her opposition to
new U.S. tariffs on steel and
aluminum imports, saying she
wrote a letter to U.S. President
Donald Trump on the "unnec-
essary" measure.

The letter is to be sent to
the White House along with
pertinent trade data, Shein-
baum said at her usual morn-
ing press conference.

According to official fig-
ures, the United States reg-
istered a surplus of almost
6.897 billion U.S. dollars in
steel and aluminum trade with
Mexico in 2024.

An accompanying video
explained that a tariff would

simply raise the price of com-
ponents used in different in-
dustries, such as the automo-
tive industry.

The goal of presenting the
information is "to show Presi-
dent Trump that in the particular
case of aluminum and steel,
they export more than we ex-
port ... The United States has a
surplus," Sheinbaum stressed.

Amid growing trade ten-
sions between Mexico and
the United States, Mexican
Economy Minister Marcelo
Ebrard is expected to speak
with U.S. Secretary of State
Marco Rubio, said Shein-
baum, adding she has been
in communication with U.S.
Commerce Secretary-desig-
nate Howard Lutnick. Xinhua

Explainer:
The economic chal-
lenges stifling Syria's
reconstruction efforts

Damascus February 13
Stepping up economic
support for war-torn Syria
will be a key focus at an
international conference on

{11! | Thursday in Paris, which

the Yangon market benefits
local fishermen, cargo work-
ers, and traders. In addition
to seafood, the township also
exports agricultural products
to Yangon.

Kyaw Kyaw Lin

Farmers finish cultivation of more than
5,000 acres of peanuts in Kalewa Township

Kalewa February 13

In accord with the statis-
ticss from the Kalewa Town-
ship Agriculture Department,
a total of 5,380 acres of
peanuts have been cultivated
in Kalewa Township of Saga-
ing Region during the winter
crop season.

For the 2024-2025 winter
crop season, local authori-
ties earmarked cultivation of
37,716 acres of peanuts in

Kalewa Township. Planting
began in October 2024, and
as of today, 5,380 acres of
peanut have been success-
fully cultivated.

U Myo Naing, the head
of the Kalewa Township
Agriculture Department, dis-
closed: “The target for peanut
cultivation in Kalewa Town-
ship is 37,716 acres. So far,
5,380 acres have been culti-
vated, exceeding initial sown

acreage. Peanut farming is
thriving successfully. As an
oil crop, peanut cultivation
is on track for success, and
we have seen year-on-year
growth in its production.”
In Kalewa Township,
peanut cultivation requires
approximately one and a
half baskets of seeds per
acre. The total cost, includ-
ing seed expenses, labour
charges, fertilizers, and pes-

ticides, exceeds K200,000
per acre. On average, each
acre yields over 50 baskets of
peanuts.

To ensure successful pea- | \

nut cultivation, prevent pest
infestations, and keep the
fields weed-free, officials
from the Township Agricul-
ture Department conduct
regular field inspections and
maintain monitoring records.

206

gathers foreign ministers
from the Middle East and
other countries.

Over two months have
passed since the downfall of
Bashar al-Assad's govern-
ment, yet Syria continues to
face a prolonged economic
crisis marked by persistent
poverty.

Though some interna-
tional sanctions have been
eased, the country is still
grappling with deep structural
economic problems affect-
ing businesses and ordinary

citizens.

During almost 14 years
of conflict, Syria's economy
shrank by 84 percent, pushing
nearly 90 percent of Syrians
below the poverty line, ac-
cording to UN estimates.

The country witnessed
a significant devaluation in
its currency. According to a
World Bank report, the official
exchange rate of the Syrian
pound fell 270-fold against
the U.S. dollar between 2011
and 2023, from 47 Syrian
pounds per dollar to 12,562.

The report added that
currency depreciation has
fueled hyperinflation, noting

that in 2023, Syria's consumer
price inflation surged by 115
percent.

Xinhua
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