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Acting President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar,
Chairman of State Security and Peace Commission of the
Republic of the Union of Myanmar, Chairman of
National Solidarity and Peacemaking Central Committee
Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing addresses 10" Anniversary of
the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA)

BlSenibgGeneral,Vin Aung
Nay Pyi Taw October 15
The 10" Anniversary of
the Nationwide Ceasefire
Agreement (NCA) took place
at Myanmar International
Convention Centre 1 in Nay

— —

Pyi Taw this morning, ad-
dressed by Acting President
of the Republic of the Union
of Myanmar, Chairman of
State Security and Peace
Commission of the Repub-
lic of the Union of Myan-
mar, Chairman of National

————

& qddregses the }a%‘éﬁnmensany 0

Solidarity and Peacemaking

Central Committee Com-
mander-in-Chief of Defence
Services Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing.

Also present were SSPC

Vice Chairman Vice-Senior
General Soe Win, SSPC
member Prime Minister U
Nyo Saw, SSPC member
Executive Chief U Aung Lin
Dway, SSPC Secretary Joint
Executive Chief General Ye
Win Oo, SSPC members,

union level officials and un-
ion ministers, the Nay Pyi
Taw Council chair, region/
state chief ministers, senior
military officers from the
Office of the Commander-

in-Chief (Army), the Nay Pyi
Taw Command commander,
deputy ministers, advisers of
the Acting President, chairs
and representatives of po-
litical parties, leaders and
representatives of EAOs, lo-
cal and foreign witnesses of

the NCA signing ceremony,
officials of Union Peace-
making Central Committee
(UPCC), NSPNC, and Un-
ion Peacemaking Working
Committee (UPWC) that

f‘%%(ﬁﬁ@li,}@@

took part in the NCA nego-
tiations, members of Union
Peace Dialogue Joint Com-
mittee (UPDJC), officials of
Joint Ceasefire Monitoring
Committee, special repre-
sentatives of neighboring
countries, foreign diplomats,

~—

,

ethnic representatives, repre-
sentatives of EAOs, political
parties, international organi-
zations, invited guests, ethnic
cultural troupes.

SSPC Vice Chairman

Vice-Senior General Soe
Win, SSPC member Union
Minister National Solidarity
and Peacemaking Committee
Chairman Lt-Gen Yar Pyae,
ethnic leaders, Saw Mutu Sae
Poe, U Zo Zam and Sai Tun
Kyi, together with national

races, formally opened the
NCA 10th Anniversary.
Acting President of the
Republic of the Union of
Myanmar, Chairman of State
Security and Peace Commis-
sion of the Republic of the
Union of Myanmar, Chair-
man of National Solidarity
and Peacemaking Central
Committee Commander-in-
Chief of Defence Services
Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing then unveiled the

signboard of the NCA 10"

Anniversary.

The Senior General
and attendees wrote their
views on the peace process
and hung the letters on the
peace tree.

The Senior General and
attendees looked around the
NCA 10th Anniversary com-
memorative booths at the
Lobby of MICC-1 with keen
interest.

The second section of the
ceremony was opened with
LED animation at the Jade

2t leatYToale o ..s“...s—;.
%zexr-—*@« OO

Hall of MICC-I. The Flag of
the Republic of the Union of
Myanmar was collectively
saluted.

A dance team of the Fine
Arts Department of the Min-
istry of Religious Affairs and

Culture See Page 13
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From Page 12
staged a performance to

the accompaniment of the
song “towards a modern
and new nation” in honor of
the NCA 10™ Anniversary.
A video clip “From NCA,
a future will be shaped with
sustainable peace” on the
birth of NCA, peace and
development was shown.

Afterward, Senior Gen-
eral Min Aung Hlaing deliv-
ered the NCA 10" Anniver-
sary address. (The address is
featured separately).

In his supplemental ad-
dress, the Senior General
said the country regained
independence over 77 years
ago, and the 80" anniver-
sary will fall in 2028, but the
country has not fully enjoyed
the essence of independence
till now. Since the country
regained independence, na-
tional people have been fac-
ing various kinds of miseries
due to multiple causes. The
country’s situation can be
compared with the stable and
developing ones including
neighbors. Myanmar lacked
behind in development if
compared with the ones with
similar population, area, and
economy, resulting from
alien impacts. The worst is
that our citizens are weak in
intellectual, technological
and academic knowledge
according to the census. The
census findings must be taken
as a serious lesson that is
reminding the government to

enhance the education level
of citizens.

He stated that the country
has experienced various eras
and systems since achiev-
ing independence, noting
that, as he mentioned at the
previous peace conference,
they have gone through both
"the elder's phase" and "the
younger's phase." He recalled
that during the 1988 democ-
racy movement, the people
demanded a path toward
multi-party democracy. In
alignment with the people's
wishes, Tatmadaw facilitated
the transition to the desired
multi-party democracy path
in 2011. He added that they
have simultaneously worked
to build a Union based on de-
mocracy and a federal system
that is more complete than a
mere multi-party democracy,
noting that Tatmadaw took
the lead in this effort. While
acknowledging that the Con-
stitution was drafted under
the circumstances of that time
and therefore needs amend-
ments now, he stated that
since their government took
charge in 2021, they have
repeatedly met with ethnic
armed organizations, politi-
cal parties, and other relevant
individuals—either person-
ally or through representa-
tives—to discuss amending
the Constitution and have
granted certain agreements
in that regard. He stated that
his desire is for the country
to be peaceful and prosper-

ous, emphasizing the need
to analyze what has been
left behind. He asserted that
while they are implement-
ing what is feasible, ethnic
groups and relevant individu-
als must also only discuss and
pursue what is possible, as
attempting to implement the
impossible will not work. He
concluded by stressing that
everyone must act with the
correct objective.

He further stated that
Hluttaw, as the political
stage, is the best place for
ethnic groups to present their
demands. Consequently,
when considering this issue,
he worked towards adopting
a Proportional Representa-
tion (PR) system, which
necessitated changing the
election form for the upcom-
ing election. He stressed that
this change was implemented
with the agreement of all po-
litical parties. He announced
that the election will be held
in December, and currently,
57 political parties are reg-
istered to contest: 6 parties
will compete nationwide,
and 51 will compete in re-
gions and states. With over
5,000 registered candidates,
he expressed his belief that
this will be a strong election.
He recalled that past experi-
ence from the three previous
elections showed that casting
ballots on paper and using
advance votes resulted in
voter fraud and errors. There-
fore, arrangements have been

7 made to allow voting using

Myanmar Electronic Voting

' Machines (MEVMs), which
-4 prevent fraud. He expressed

confidence that this approach
will lead to a free and fair
election. The election will
be conducted in three stages:
102 townships in the first
round, 100 townships in the
second, and the remaining
townships in the third. He
acknowledged that it will
not be possible to hold the
election in 100% of all areas
due to various reasons, just
as a full turnout was not
achieved in the previous three
elections. The intention is for
the next government to hold
by-elections in the remaining
townships later.

He stated that it is es-
sential for the nation to stand
firmly on the path of democ-
racy chosen by the people,
and the Tatmadaw is firmly
committed to this. He em-
phasized that when building
the state, one must consider
the nation's history and its
geopolitical importance. He
noted that as the country is
situated between two global
powers with different po-
litical systems—China and
India—it is crucial for the na-
tion to maintain a correct and
proper stance. He stated that
the nation's foreign policy
is one of non-alignment and
continuous friendly rela-
tions between nations, and
that this policy must be se-
riously considered when
building a democratic and
federal state. In undertaking
this construction, he stressed
that it is crucial to prioritize
education to address the
existing weakness of low
levels of knowledge, techni-
cal skills, and academic edu-
cation. Therefore, as a first
step, arrangements must be
made to ensure compulsory
education up to KG + 9. He
mentioned that arrangements
have been made for students
in the recently re-controlled
Kyaukme area to resume
their education as quickly
as possible. He stressed the
need to prevent children's

education from being lost
or delayed, emphasizing
that this must be done with
empathy, as if for one's own
children and by parents for
their own. Therefore, he
stated that he is working to
ensure that children across
the country do not fall behind
in their education. Simi-
larly, efforts are underway to
quickly rebuild, repair, and
reopen universities, colleges,
and basic education schools
that were temporarily closed
due to damage from terrorist
attacks. He added that prepa-
rations are being made to
open another university soon,
reiterating that the nation
cannot afford to fall behind
in education.

He urged the people, lo-
cal leaders, and town elders
to control and manage the
situation as much as possible
to ensure an orderly election,
which will then facilitate the
formation of a new govern-
ment and enable the country
to proceed correctly on the
democratic path.

In our view, strengthen-
ing genuine and disciplined
democracy and building a un-
ion based on democracy and
federal system is the will of
the people. Efforts to restore
peace are belated. During
the term of the government,
some organizations said they
could not hold dialogues
because the Tatmadaw as-
sumed State responsibilities.
I myself signed the NCA on
behalf of the Tatmadaw. I
will never break the promise
I have made. If we could hold
dialogue earlier, we would be
able to implement the agree-
ment earlier. We managed to
reach agreements to amend
laws within available time.
Therefore, stakeholders are
urged to exert efforts with a
genuine view to serving the
interests of the union, ethnic
peoples and the country.
Stakeholders are urged not
to endanger the country but
to cooperate for benefits
of the country. We are al-
ways ready to work for the
benefits of the country.

Then, signatories of the
NCA Kayin ethnic leader
Saw Mutu Sae Poe, repre-
sentative of international
witnesses to the NCA Special
Envoy for Asia Affairs of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of the People's Republic of
China H.E. Mr. Deng Xijun,
Indian Ambassador to Myan-
mar H.E. Shri Abhay Thakur,
Acting Secretary-General of
Asian Peace and Reconcilia-
tion Council (APRC) of Thai-
land former Thai Ambas-
sador to Myanmar H.E. Mr.
Plsanu Suvanajata and NCA
signatory U Aung Min deliv-
ered congratulatory remarks
commemorating the 10
Anniversary of the NCA.

Then, the Senior General
presented commemorative
gifts to specially invited
dignitaries from China, India
and ASEAN region, Kay-
in ethnic leader Saw Mutu
Sae Poe and NCA signatory
U Aung Min.

Afterward, the Senior
General posed for docu-
mentary photographs with
attendees.

Then, ethnic artist staff
from Myanmar Radio and
Television of the Ministry of
Information entertained the
guests with "Peace Flower
Garden" song depicting the
national unity while ethnic
cultural representatives per-
formed traditional ethnic
dances and ethnic cultural
representative and artist staff
from the MRTV entertained
the guests with "Loyalty Spo-
ken by Blood" song.

Afterward, the Senior
General presented a flower
basket honouring peace and
cash award Ks- 100 million
for entertainment troupes of
the MRTV of the Ministry
of Information, Fine Arts
Department of the Ministry
of Religious Affairs and Cul-
ture and ethnic dance troupes
and posed for documentary
photographs with them.

After the ceremony the
Senior General hosted an
honorary luncheon to attend-
ees to the 10" Anniversary of
the NCA. 100

of innocent people.

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including
schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is
to protect the lives and property of the general public.
3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property
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Opening Speech by Acting President of the Republic of
the Union of Myanmar, Chairman of the State Security and
Peace Commission of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar,
Chairman of National Solidarity and Peacemaking Central
Committee Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services,
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing at the 10" Anniversary

Celebration of the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA)
(15th October 2025)

Esteemed national brethren of the Union, [

Today marks the 10" anniversary of the

signing of the auspicious occasion of the il
Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA) |

between the Government of the Republic of
the Union of Myanmar and Ethnic Armed
Organizations (EAOs). On this significant
occasion, I wish to extend my warm greet-
ings and good wishes to the leaders of the
Ethnic Armed Organizations (EAOs) who
participated in the signing of the NCA, those
who contributed to the peace process, local
and international witnesses and all national

brethren residing in the Union for your good | :

health and personal well-being as well as
further success in your endeavours in peace
for the interests of the country.

The fundamental requirement of our
country today is peace and stability. With
peace and stability, people will be able to
pursue their livelihood. They will be able to
build a secure, stable and prosperous socio-
economic life. Therefore, we must continue
our earnest efforts persistently to achieve
peace and stability, fundamental prerequisites
for development of the country and people.
Esteemed national brethren of the Union,

Successive Governments have strived,
through various means to end the path of
armed struggle that emerged after the inde-
pendence. At the present time, we are also
continuing our earnest efforts to achieve
peace. It is imperative that, until now, there
are destructive elements at home and abroad,
that are trying to undermine the unity of our
national brethren, in all possible ways, we
must remain vigilant to it. While bearing
in mind that “If the cattle are scattered, the
tiger seizes them.”, we should not nurture
the attitude of “Paddling my boat to Bago
or anyplace I choose.”

It is necessary to adhere to the saying
“the strength of the Union lies within the
country”, carries a significant meaning and
remains an eternal truth.

Esteemed national brethren of the Union,

In every peace-related dialogue, I placed
special emphasis on the NCA due to the fact
that the NCA agreement is a fundamental
foundation for peace process, the utmost im-
portance for our country’s peace process. The
purpose of signing the NCA is to achieve sus-
tainable peace, to promote ethnic rights and
democracy through nationwide ceasefires.

The initiative of the NCA started with
the announcement No. (1/2011) dated 18
August 2011 by the President of the first

dtdmrsan -
of the

democratically elected government, extend-
ing an invitation to all ethnic armed groups
to engage in peace dialogue. Union Peace
Central Committee (UPCC) composed of
11 members chaired by the President, Union
Peacemaking Working Committee (UPWC)
composed of 52 members chaired by the
Vice-President and Myanmar Peace Cen-
tre (MPC) were established to hold peace
dialogue effectively.

Subsequently, Nationwide Ceasefire
Coordination Team (NCCT) with 13 mem-
bers was formed at the Convention of ethnic
armed organization in Laiza, Kachin State
on 2 November 2013. Representatives from
UPWC and NCCT met seven times to draft
the NCA and agreed provisionally seven
articles and 33 sections of the Agreement
from 9 March 2014 to 31 March 2015. Sen-
ior Delegation (SD) with 15 members was
formed during Lawkhila conference from 2
to 9 June 2015.

After endorsing the draft NCA, UPWC
representatives and Senior Delegates from
EAOs met eight times in July 2015 at Myan-
mar Peace Centre. At the meeting, the draft
agreement discussed between the representa-
tives of UPWC and NCCT at the Lawkhila
conference was finalized.

Following several talks, a delegation led
by the President and eight EAOs was able to
sign the NCA on a grand scale in the presence
of the international witnesses on 15 October
2015. At the signing ceremony, Government
of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar,
Tatmadaw, EAOs, and the international wit-
nesses such as the UN, EU, China, India,
Thailand, and Japan, signed the NCA.

l"lll"'ll\"l-‘{"l\"'!"‘r\l
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~ the country. It was adopted by a nationwide

referendum held on 29 May 2008. It is a law

Y that was adopted after detailed discussions
~and consultations on separation of legislative,

executive, and judicial powers between the
Union and the Regions and States as well as
the provision of the state structure, the head
of state, citizens, fundamental rights and du-

| ties ofthe citizens, elections, political parties,

. = and general provisions, with (15) chapters
~ and (457) articles. As the Constitution was
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Subsequently, two additional EAOs
signed the NCA on 13 February 2018, result-
ing in the total number of signatories to ten.
The NCA was the outcome of the several
discussions among the Government of the
Union of Myanmar, Tatmadaw, EAOs for 18
months. The NCA was then adopted at the
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw on 8 December 2015. It
is aremarkable peace agreement in Myanmar
history. NCA is guaranteed commitment be-
tween the Government and the EAOs.

In line with the union spirits based on
freedom, equality, and justice, while up-
holding our three main national causes, the
essence of the NCA is to build a union based
on democracy and federalism, which ensures
democracy, equity, and self-determination in
accordance with the outcomes of political
dialogue. It is necessary that all the EAOs
understand the essence of the NCA and
participate in the process in the interest of
the State.

Esteemed national brethren of the Union,

The Constitution is the cardinal vein of
a country. Since the drafting of our coun-
try's Constitution (2008), State Peace and
Development Council convened a national
convention in 1993 with the participation of
eight groups who were well-versed in poli-
tics, security, administration, and economics
as well as social and legal affairs: represent-
ing political parties, elected representatives,
ethnic groups, peasants, workers, intellectu-
als and technocrats, civil servants, and other
invited individuals. The Constitution was
also outlined in accordance with the 104
basic principles to implement a genuine and
disciplined multi-party democratic system in

drafted with the explicit purpose of building
a democratic and federal union and division
of power, its provisions fully constitute the
concept of both federalism and democracy.

Esteemed national brethren of the Union,

Ever since our government assumed State
responsibilities due to the circumstances
of the 2020 election, we attached great
importance to achieving peace. Therefore,
“Priority will be given to achieving peace as
the essence of the State and stabilizing the
results of the peace process in alignment with
the agreements in the Nationwide Ceasefire
Agreement(NCA) to the extent possible” is
included in the five-point roadmaps of the
State Administration Council. Moreover,
“to emphasize the achievement of enduring
peace for the entire nation in line with the
Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA)” is
included in the nine objectives as a political
objective.

It is not a proper way to solve differences
and political issues through arms. It could
distance us from the political goal and lead
to more conflicts. Therefore, we implemented
a peace process by opening door for peace
and establishing the National Solidarity and
Peacemaking Central Committee, a Working
Committee, and a Negotiation Committee to
implement a new political culture, such as a
peace process and political dialogue, instead
of armed conflicts.

National Solidarity and Peacemaking
Negotiation Committee (NSPNC) discussed
many times with 7 Ethnic Armed Organiza-
tions which signed the NCA as well as with
3 Ethnic Armed Organizations which have
not signed the NCA and political parties.
During the discussions, 43 agreements were
made to amend the constitution (2008),
which included strengthening the multi-party
democratic system, building a Union based
on a democratic and federal system, which
is the ultimate goal of the entire people and
working together for peace and development
of the Union. See Page 15
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These agreements will be submitted to the newly
formed Pyidaungsu Hluttaw in order to proceed with the
constitution amendments procedure. Similarly, representa-
tives signed: part (1) 37 points agreed in 2017 Union Peace
conference(second meeting), part (2) 14 points agreed in the
Union Accord, part (3)21 points agreed at Union Accord in
2020 and subsequently ratified by Pyidaungsu Hluttaw. We
will continue to implement them.

Such dialogues are a practice of democracy. Moreover,
through dialogues, we can conclude agreements and build
mutual trust. Furthermore, it is necessary for the govern-
ment and the EAOs to continuously engage in genuine and
meaningful dialogue in order to achieve sustainable peace
and build a Union based on democracy and federalism.
Esteemed national brethren of the Union,

Since assuming the State responsibilities, we laid down
two national visions which are “prosperity of the nation
and food security” and two political visions which are
“strengthening a disciplined, genuine multi-party demo-
cratic system and building a Union based on democratic
and federal system”. Since our country is a Union compris-
ing diverse ethnic groups, only with the unity of all ethnic
groups, we could build a nation that guarantees prosperity of
all national races.

There have been losses of lives and damage resulted from
the armed conflicts, mostly in underdeveloped regions and
states. These regions are underdeveloped before and after
independence due to various reasons, the armed conflicts
have exacerbated their situation like a saying “adding insult
to injury”. Observing the countries around the world, we
can see that even remote areas achieve development when
peace and stability are maintained. Myanmar is not only
rich in natural resources but also possesses soil and water
conditions, which are suitable for agricultural and livestock
activities. If only peace and stability are achieved, these
underdeveloped regions in various times will undoubtedly
lead to progress. Therefore, I wish to encourage all of you
to look at the local people with sympathy and join hands and
strive to achieve peace and stability for their sake.

I wish to underline here that demanding our needs by
holding arms, prioritizing our own aspirations based on
tribalism hold back the development of these people. We
have to be aware that it is deviation from democracy and
is not the right way. Our interests and aspirations must be
discussed, negotiated, and decided in the respective Hluttaws
that emerged from the democratic elections.

Esteemed national brethren of the Union,

Nowadays, our ethnic brethren must respect the desires
of minorities in accordance with democratic principles and
work together in building a union based on democracy and
federalism, which is the ultimate goal of our country. We
must work together in building Myanmar society which
establishes democratic administration system, ensures the
endurance of the democratic system, and respects the rule of
law. We have to pay attention to the fact that if democracy
is properly practiced, it is beneficial for the nation and its
people. On the other hand, if it is not implemented correctly,
it could lead to the loss of a nation’s existence, nationality,
religion, social and culture. Therefore, I would like to urge
all national brethren to work together consciously to imple-
ment this goal.

Similarly, in building a Federal System that the entire
people aspire, we must recognize that federalism fundamen-
tally involves power-sharing among diverse regions, states,
ethnic nationalities and tribal groups. It is essential to look
at the long-term interests of our peoples and our Union,
and to build a model of federalism that is suitable for our
country. The government will make necessary amendments
regarding the required ethnic rights and political demands
in accordance with the Constitution. I would like to reiterate
our firm determination to tirelessly build a Union based on
democracy and federalism.

Esteemed national brethren of the Union,

In accordance with the 2008 Constitution, our country
will hold a free and fair multi-party democratic general elec-
tion on 28 December. We will transfer state responsibility to
the government that will emerge from the election, in line
with democratic standards.

Since assuming the State responsibility, I have set out

priority tasks in stages and implemented them amid many
challenges. In this regard, we would like to call for the coop-
eration of the respective EAOs. In order to fulfill the wishes
and aspirations of the ethnic people in line with democratic
norms, all ethnic representatives must be present in the
Hluttaw which is political arena, so that the aspirations and
objectives of each ethnic group can be openly discussed,
collectively decided, and implemented.

In the upcoming election, the FPTP (First-Past-The-Post)
electoral system will be used for the Pyithu Hluttaw only.
For Amyotha Hluttaw and the Region or State Hluttaws, the
Mixed-Member Proportional electoral system (MMP) will
be used. This approach ensures that small parties and ethnic
parties, gain representation through proportional representa-
tion system. If the elections are conducted only through the
FPTP of the “winner-take-all” system, larger parties that
win the majority of the votes would dominate the Hluttaw.
By balancing with the PR (Proportional Representation)
system, the votes for smaller political parties and ethnic
parties which are in vain could secure seats in the Hluttaw
through proportional representation.

Our national brethren of the union need to choose indi-
viduals who will value the respective regions and ethnicities.
We should nurture the habit of voting with good judgment
for the flourishing of the democratic system.

Esteemed national brethren of the Union,

In conclusion, based on the lessons learnt from history,
national unity is paramount importance for the stability,
peace, and rule of law in the country. Peace and unity are
also essential for ending armed conflict and ensuring all
ethnic people can live together in peace and harmony in the
Union forever.

The goal of lasting peace can be swiftly achieved only
through genuine political will, a sincere desire for peaceful
negotiation, patience, and persistent efforts.

Hence, I would like to conclude by urging the entire
people to uphold mindfulness with wisdom, stand firmly on
the path of the NCA, and work together with patience and
unity, to achieve nationwide perpetual peace in the future.

Thank you all.

Roundup: U.S. gov't shutdown hits day 14
as deadlock between two parties remains

Pwintbyu Township
produces more than

Washington October 15

The U.S. government's partial
shutdown has hit day 14 on Tues-
day, with no signs of abating.

The main issue is the deadlock
between Congressional Democrats
and Republicans over healthcare
funding, and neither side is willing
to cave.

The Senate on Tuesday rejected
a GOP House-passed short-term
funding bill to reopen the govern-
ment for the eighth time, ensuring
the shutdown enters its third week.
The bill needed 60 votes to advance

but merely received 49.

House Speaker Mike Johnson,
a Republican from Louisiana,
warned of the possible impacts of
a prolonged shutdown.

"We're barreling toward one of
the longest shutdowns in American
history, unless Democrats drop
their partisan demands and pass a
clean, no-strings-attached budget
to reopen the government and pay
our federal workers," he said on
Monday.

Democrats, in turn, accuse
Republicans of wanting to cut

crucial healthcare funding for the
American people.

The lengthiest U.S. government
shutdown ever recorded lasted
35 days during President Donald
Trump's first term, in late 2018 and
early 2019.

Republican members of Con-
gress claim that Democrats want
to extend the shutdown beyond the
scheduled protests this weekend
in Washington, in an attempt to
show party activists that they are
pushing back against the Trump

administration. Xinhua

Budalin Township to plant over 4,000
acres of winter lablab beans

Budalin October 15

More than 4,000 acres of lablab
beans will be planted in the next
winter crops planting season in Bu-
dalin Township, Monywa District,
Sagaing Region, according to the
statistics from the Department of
Agriculture for Budalin Township.

In the 2025-2026 winter crops
planting season, 4,300 acres of lab-
lab beans are planned to be planted

in Budalin Township, and planting
will begin from October this year
until December, and preparations
are underway to plant them.

“We will work to ensure that
the target acres are planted. We will
work with farmers to provide good
quality seeds, inputs, and post-
harvest technology to improve the
yield and quality of lablab beans,”
said U Phyo Wai, head of the De-

partment of Agriculture for Budalin
Township.

The Township Agriculture De-
partment will conduct awareness-
raising activities to help farmers
grow beans in Budalin Township
to expand their acreages, improve
yields, and cultivate good and
high-yielding varieties using GAP
methods.

206

3,500 viss of vegetables

Pwintbyu October 15

Local farmers have harvested
480 acres of vegetables planted in
Pwintbyu Township of Magway
Region this monsoon, and more
than 3,500 viss of vegetables could
be produced, according to the
statistics of Pwintbyu Township
Agriculture Department.

In Pwintbyu Township, a total
of 1,865 acres of various vegeta-
bles were cultivated during this
year’s monsoon crop season to
help ensure local food security.
Harvesting of these vegetable
fields began in August, and so far,
480 acres have been harvested,
yielding 3,525 viss per acre.

“This year, 1,865 acres of
vegetables were cultivated in
Pwintbyu Township during the
monsoon crop season with the
aim of ensuring food security and
increasing farmers’ income. Har-
vesting started in August, and as of
today, about 480 acres have been
completed. To protect consumers’
health, farmers have been guided
to cultivate vegetables with mini-

mal chemical residue and in line
with safe and healthy practices,”
said Daw Moe Moe Wai, Head
of the Township Department of
Agriculture in Pwintbyu.

During the monsoon crop
season, the Township Depart-
ment of Agriculture supported
local vegetable farmers through
technical training on GAP (Good
Agricultural Practices) to improve
yields and ensure safe, high-qual-
ity produce. Assistance was also
provided in expanding cultivated
acreage, distributing quality seed
varieties, and sharing knowledge
on pest prevention.

If vegetable cultivation is
carried out to achieve higher and
better yields, it will not only en-
sure sufficient local food supply
but also allow surplus crops to
be marketed, generating income
and improving socio-economic
livelihoods. Therefore, expansion
of vegetable cultivation should be
pursued across different regions,
Daw Moe Moe Wai added.

Ye Win Naing (NyaungU)
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