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All groundnut plantations reaped
in YeU Township

YeU March 16
According to YeU Dis-
trict Agriculture Depart-

ment, local farmers have
reaped all plantations of
groundnut planted in cold
season in YeU Township of
Sagaing Region.

They grew 10,248 acres
of groundnut in YeU Town-

ship. Starting from January
2026, they harvested the
crops and yielded 72.78
baskets per acre.

During the winter crop-
ping season in YeU Town-
ship, groundnut was culti-
vated on a total of 10,248
acres. At present, harvesting
has been completed on 100

per cent of the groundnut
plantations. Cultivation has
exceeded the targeted acre-
age, and groundnut farming
has been successful. As an
oilseed crop, groundnut is
in a favorable production
condition, and its cultivation
has been increasing year by
year, said U Zaw Myint Tun,

Head of the YeU District
Department of Agriculture.
In YeU Township, about
one and a half baskets of
seeds are required to plant
one acre of groundnut. The
total cultivation cost exceeds

. K200,000 per acre, includ-

ing expenses for seeds, la-
bor, fertilizers, and pesti-
cides. It is also reported
that more than 50 baskets of
groundnuts can be produced
per acre.

In order to ensure the suc-
cessful growth of groundnut
plantations in YeU Town-
ship, prevent pest and dis-
ease infestation, and keep
the fields free from weeds,
staff from the Township De-
partment of Agriculture con-
ducted field inspections and
collected scouting records
by visiting the plantations.

206

More than 6,000 acres of onion harvested
in Yinmabin District

Yinmabin March 16

Local farmers in Yinmabin
District of Sagaing Region
have harvested more than
6,000 acres of onion, accord-
ing to the regional Agriculture
Department.

They planted 9,846 acres
of onion in the cold season in
Yinmabin District. Starting
January 2026, they harvested
2,259 acres of onion in Yin-
mabin Township, 261 acres
in Kani Township and 3,948
acres in Salingyi Township,
totalling 6,468 acres, yielding
more than 4,000 viss per acre.

During the winter cropping
season in Yinmabin District,
onion was cultivated on a total

0f 9,846 acres. At present, the
onion fields are being har-
vested, and more than 6,000
acres have been harvested
so far. Onion cultivation has
exceeded the targeted acre-
age, and efforts have also been
made to connect growers with
markets to ensure they receive

good prices, said Dr Tin Mar
Mar Oo, Assistant Director of
the Sagaing Region Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

Within Yinmabin District,
the respective Township De-
partments of Agriculture have
been providing market linkag-

es to help onion farmers obtain

better prices. They have also
offered technical assistance on
storage methods to prolong the
shelf life of onions, supported
cultivation using Good Agri-
cultural Practices (GAP), and
provided guidance to ensure
the production of high-quality
onions.

Onion farmers reportedly
spend around K 1.8 million per
acre on cultivation, while the
average yield is about 5,000
Viss per acre.

In Sagaing Region, onions

. are widely cultivated. The
. townships with the largest

onion cultivation areas are Mo-
nywa, Yinmabin, ChaungU,
Shwebo, and Myinmu. 206

Drone attack sparks
fire in UAE emirate
of Umm al-Quwain

Dubai March 16

A drone struck a build-
ing in the emirate of Umm
Al Quwain on Monday,
sparking a fire but causing
no casualties, the emirate's
media office said.

Emergency crews were
dispatched immediately
and brought the blaze un-
der control. Officials said
no injuries or deaths were
reported.

In a separate incident, a
fire at a petroleum facility in
Fujairah following a drone
attack was also contained,
authorities said. The blaze
broke out in the Fujairah
Oil Industry Zone, and no
injuries were reported. Civil
defense teams responded
quickly and extinguished
the fire.

Officials said the area
has been targeted three
times in recent days, includ-
ing a drone attack and a
similar fire last Saturday, as
regional tensions escalate.

The Fujairah Oil Indus-
try Zone is a major hub for
ship refueling and a key
terminal for exporting the
United Arab Emirates' crude
oil. Located outside the
Strait of Hormuz, it plays
an important role in global
oil supplies.

Authorities urged resi-
dents to rely on official
information and avoid
spreading rumors, saying
the situation is being closely
monitored and that meas-
ures are in place to ensure
public safety.

Xinhua

Myinmu Township harvests all plantations
of winter butter bean

Myinmu March 16

Statistics of Sagaing Dis-
trict Agriculture Department
indicated that local farmers
have harvested all sown acre-
age of butter bean plantations
in Myinmu Township of Saga-
ing Region.

Local farmers planted 1,955
acres of butter bean plantations
in the cold season in Myinmu
Township. They started harvest
of crops in January 2026, and
so far, they have harvested all
plantations, yielding 17.77

baskets per acre.

During the winter crop-
ping season in Myinmu
Township, a total of 1,955
acres of butter bean were
cultivated. At present, har-
vesting has been completed
on 100 percent of the butter
bean plantations. Butter beans
are mainly grown during
the winter season, and the
crop has been successful in
terms of'yield. As butter beans
fetch a good market price,
farmers rely on the crop for

cultivation, said Daw Myat
Moe Win, Head of the Saga-
ing District Department of
Agriculture.

During this year’s mon-
soon cropping season in My-
inmu Township, local farmers
grow butter beans both as a
main crop, while some farm-
ers also cultivate them as an
intercropped crop to generate
additional income.

In Myinmu Township this
year, the Township Depart-
ment of Agriculture has been

providing support to farmers
cultivating various pulses
by assisting with measures
to increase crop yields, en-
couraging the use of quality
seeds, and providing neces-
sary agricultural technologies.
It is also reported that farmers
have been given training and
awareness on the prepara-
tion and use of natural pes-
ticides for the prevention of
crop pests and diseases, as
well as on timely harvesting
practices. 206

Economic Watch:
Energy shocks from
Mideast tensions to

reshape global
market outlook

London March 16

Oil prices surged as global
markets opened on Monday
amid growing concerns that
escalating tensions in the Mid-
dle East could disrupt energy
supplies and ripple through
global financial markets.

Brent crude, the interna-
tional benchmark, rose 2.5
percent to 105.61 U.S. dol-
lars per barrel in early Asian
trading, while U.S. bench-
mark West Texas Intermedi-
ate climbed nearly 3 percent
to 101.52 dollars. Brent has
gained more than 40 percent
since joint U.S.-Israeli strikes
on Iran on Feb. 28.

The rally reflects fears
that disruptions to shipping

« Iranian sold
Iran;

through the Strait of Hormuz,
one of the world's most criti-
cal oil transit routes, together
with attacks on regional en-
ergy infrastructure, could
tighten global supply.

Analysts say the signifi-
cance of the crisis lies not only
in short-term market volatility
but also in the possibility that
sustained energy shocks could
reshape inflation expectations,
interest-rate outlooks and
global asset pricing.

Patrick Minford, profes-
sor of applied economics at
Cardiff University, told Xin-
hua that the most immediate
economic impact of the crisis
will come through energy

prices. Xinhua
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More than 1,000 acres of chilli harvested
in Sagaing District

BE5 rmers(scenreaping(chillistintaificld S8
Sagaing March 16
Sagaing District Agricul-

ture Department stated that
local farmers have harvested
more than 1,000 acres of
chilli in Sagaing District of
Sagaing Region.

In Sagaing District, a
total of 2,295 acres of chilli
peppers were cultivated
during the winter cropping
season. Harvesting of the
cultivated chilli fields be-

gan in February this year,
and 1,903 acres have been
harvested to date, with an
average yield of more than
300 viss per acre.

“During the winter crop-
ping season in Sagaing Dis-
trict, chilli peppers were
cultivated on 2,295 acres. At
present, the chilli fields are
being harvested. As of today,
more than 1,000 acres have
already been harvested. The

condition of chilli cultiva-
tion is good. Efforts have
also been made to encour-
age farmers to cultivate
chilli peppers on a com-
mercial scale,” said Daw
Myat Moe Win, Head of the
Department of Agriculture in
Sagaing District.

In terms of harvesting
by township within Sagaing
District, 1,164 acres have
been harvested in Saga-

ing Township, 340 acres in
Myinmu Township, and 399
acres in Myaung Township,
totaling 1,903 acres.

Officials from the Dis-
trict and Township Depart-
ments of Agriculture have
provided support to chilli
farmers by offering techni-
cal guidance on cultivation
methods to improve yields
and secure markets, as well
as advice on pest control and
soil nutrient management to
enhance soil fertility.

The cost of cultivating
chilli peppers from plant-
ing to fruiting is about K1.5
million per acre on owned
farmland, and around K2.5
million per acre on leased
farmland. Chilli peppers can
be harvested every 15 days
and the harvesting period
can continue for up to six
months. The yield at the
initial harvest is about 100
viss per acre, while in the
following weeks it increases
to between 400 and 500 viss

per acre. 206

Public

and robbing.

general public.

for Elimination of

Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”,
the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist
groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks,
civil servants including schoolteachers, and mem-

bers of the general public, as well as looting

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH?”,
“NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidat-
ing and killing people and committing destructive

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on ter-
rorists and on possession and transport of weapons/
ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and

property of innocent people.

Notice

Local market sees good trading of red butter
bean in Kyonpyaw Township

Kyonpyaw March 16

The red butter bean is in
high demand at the domestic
market in Kyonpyaw Town-
ship of Ayeyawady Region,
said Daw Yu Wai, the owner
of pulses and beans trading
depot in Kyonpyaw Town-
ship.

At the Kyonpyaw bean
trading market, demand for
red butter bean (large flat
variety) has been strong
since the second week of
March up to the present,

resulting in active trading.
It is reported that more than
100 bags (each containing
16 pyi) are traded daily.
The increased demand and
active trading of red butter
beans are attributed to grow-
ing demand in the domestic
market.

“Currently, red butter
beans are in higher demand
than other types of beans
in the local market. The
domestic market is purchas-
ing more red butter beans,

which has made trading
more active. Traders from
Yangon have informed us
that demand has increased
because the beans are being
exported again to foreign
markets. Buying interest be-
gan around the second week
of this month. In recent days,
the price of red butter beans
has also risen slightly. At
present, butter bean growers
and traders who have stored
the beans are experiencing
strong sales. Trading in red

butter beans is expected
to remain good until the
next harvest season,” said
Daw Yu Wai.

At the Kyonpyaw bean
market, a 16-pyi bag of
red butter beans currently
sells for up to K175,000.
Due to the strong demand
for these beans, warehouse
operators, traders, transport
operators, and cargo workers
involved in the trade are also
benefiting.

Kyaw Kyaw Lin

Puffer fish trading high at domestic market
in Maubin Township

Maubin March 16

Trading of puffer fish
is booming at the dometic
market with high demand
in Maubin Township of
Ayeyawady Region, said
Daw Khaing Khaing Lin, the
owner of fisheries trading in
Maubin Township.

Starting from the second
week of March this year up
to the present, buying de-
mand has been strong and
trading has been active in

the fish market in Maubin
Township. It is reported that
up to 5,000 viss of puffer
fish are traded daily in the
market.

“Among aquatic prod-
ucts, puffer fish are cur-
rently being traded more
frequently. Although they
are among the higher-priced
fish varieties, trading re-
mains strong. This may be
due to the increasing num-
ber of consumers. Besides

local demand, they are also
being traded in the Yangon
market. The main reason is
that buyers from Yangon
are purchasing the puffer
fish shipped from this area.
Puffer fish are regularly
arriving at local wholesale
centers, and the fish entering
these centers are also fresh.
As exports increase, those
involved in the fisheries
sector and related businesses
are doing well,” said Daw

Khaing Khaing Lin.
Seafood traders in Mau-
bin Township purchase
puffer fish and other locally
produced aquatic products,
inspect and clean them sys-
tematically, and then dis-
tribute and ship them to the
areas where they are pur-
chased. The market price of

puffer fish currently ranges | #

from K18,000 to K22,000
per viss.
Kyaw Kyaw Lin

Ayadaw Township

completes

harvest of

groundnut plantations

Ayadaw March 16

Local farmers harvested
all sown acreage of ground-
nut in Ayadaw Township of
Sagaing Region, according
to the Monywa District Ag-
riculture Department.

In Ayadaw Township,
a total of 16,846 acres of
groundnuts were cultivated
during the winter cropping
season. Harvesting of the
groundnut fields began in
January this year, and 100
percent of the cultivated acre-
age has now been harvested,
with an average yield of
56.01 baskets per acre, ac-
cording to reports.

“During the winter crop-
ping season in Ayadaw
Township, 16,846 acres of
groundnuts were cultivated.
Atpresent, all of the cultivat-
ed groundnut fields have been
fully harvested. Groundnut
cultivation has been success-
ful and productive. As an

oilseed crop, it is in a good
condition, and groundnut
cultivation has been increas-
ing year by year,” said Daw
San San Myint, District Staff
Officer of the Department
of Agriculture in Monywa
District.

In Ayadaw Township,
about one and a half baskets
of seed are required per acre
for groundnut cultivation.
The total cultivation cost, in-
cluding seed, labour, fertiliz-
ers, and pesticides, amounts
to more than K200,000 per
acre, and the yield is more
than 50 baskets per acre.

To ensure the successful
growth of groundnut fields
in Ayadaw Township and to
prevent pests, diseases, and
weed infestation, staff from
the Township Department
of Agriculture conducted
field inspections and pest
surveillance monitoring in
the fields. 206
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