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( Local News
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Nay Pyi Taw August 12

Myanmar observed the
International Youth Day
2026, held with the theme
“Different Contexts, Com-
mon Aspirations”, at MICC
1 this morning. President of
the Republic of the Union of
Myanmar U Min Aung Hla-
ing delivered an address at
the ceremony and presented
awards to youths, who won
outstanding awards and gold
medals at the international
competitions.

Also present were Vice
Presidents U Nyo Saw and
Daw Nan Ni Ni Aye, Pyithu
Hluttaw Speaker U Khin
Yi, Commander-in-Chief of
Defence Services General
Ye Win Oo, union ministers
and union level dignitaries,
senior military officers from
Office of the Commander-
in-Chief, the Nay Pyi Taw
Council chairman, the Nay
Pyi Taw Command com-
mander, deputy ministers,
departmental personnel,
social affairs ministers of
regions and states, mem-
bers of Myanmar Youth
Affairs Central Committee
and Myanmar Youth Affairs
Work Committee, rectors,
outstanding youths, youth
representatives from regions
and states, representatives of
youths with disabilities, ma-
rine youths, aviation youths,
scouts, red cross youths,
teachers and students from

R
X’x | B

President U Min Aung Hlaing addresses the International Youth Day 2026 celebration.

@R
President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar

U Min Aung Hlaing deliveres an address at the
International Youth Day 2026

ternational Youth Day 2026.
The theme highlights that,
despite differences in the
countries, social conditions
and backgrounds in which
the youth live, they share
common aspirations to up-
hold their dignity and rights,
promote opportunities for
meaningful participation,
and create a sustainable and
prosperous future.
Furthermore, this year’s
theme recognizes the youth
in developing countries,
who face various challenges
in gaining full access to op-
portunities, as a dynamic
force actively and mean-
ingfully participating at
the forefront of community
development processes. It

universities, colleges, and challenges has become a population of youth between also emphasizes the need
common global problem that age 1 and 24 is about 1.3 for countries and societies
goes beyond the borders of billion, and that over half of to recognize this contribu-

institutions in Nay Pyi Taw,
representatives from asso-
ciations, and invited guests.

First, the President and
attendees paid respect to
the Flag of the Republic of
Union of Myanmar.

Students from No (11)
basic education high school
in Nay Pyi Taw Council
Area staged a song “the Ca-
pability of Youth” in honour
of the youths.

In his address, the Presi-
dent said in accord with the
resolution of the First World
Conference of Ministers
Responsible for Youth, held
in Portugal in 1998, the 12th
of August was declared the
International Youth Day.
Till this year, the Interna-
tional Youth Day has been
observed for 27 years in the
participating countries since
it was established.

Today’s event hails the
important role of the youths
across the world and their
strength and capability. So,
it is also a Day on which
involvement of the voices,
views and vigor of youth
in national development
undertakings is highlighted.

Everyone has noticed the
rapid global changes of the
current era. Dealing with
material changes and digital
and Al development, along-
side climate change, natu-
ral disasters and economic

individual countries.

lenges into opportunities and
innovative power of the new
generation youths are the
main driving force in solv-
ing the said global problem.

Here, a systematic ap-
proach is vital to support
young people. It helps ma-
terialize their visions and
opportunities and overcome
their hardships. Excerpts of
the key facts on World Popu-
lation 2026 by the United
Nations says that the global

them are residing in coun-
In fact, active involve- tries with low-income or support and resources for
ment, ability to convert chal-

lower-medium-income.

Moreover, it highlights
the requirement of invest-
ments for the improvement
of youths’ health and social
economy, creation of quality
education and decent em-
ployment opportunities, and
full involvement of youths
in the society.

Reflecting these circum-
stances, the United Nations
has designated “Different
Contexts, Common Aspi-
rations” as the theme for In-

tion, provide the necessary

the youth, and ensure that

13-8-2026

hance the future prospects of
youth. In addition, they are
focusing on creating more
employment opportunities
and enabling young people
to acquire the 21st-century
skills.

At the ASEAN regional
level, efforts are also be-
ing made to promote sus-
tainable development and
employment opportunities
that encompass social entre-
preneurship and innovation,
with the aim of preparing
young people to be ready
for the future. Furthermore,
in line with the ASEAN
Community Vision 2045, the
ASEAN Work Plan on Youth
(2026-2030) has been adopt-
ed and is being implemented
to create greater opportuni-
ties for young people in the
ASEAN region to participate
in climate change responses,

disaster prevention and pre-
paredness, peacemaking

President U Min Aung Hlaing awards Mg Chit Min
President U Min Aung Hlaing awards Ma Chue Kay Aung, a Grade-12 student from the Institute of Sports
Khine Kyaw, an ME (Arch) (Coursework) student.

and Physical Education (Monywa).

no youth’s potential is left
behind in global develop-
ment efforts.

Countries around the
world are placing emphasis
on ensuring young people
have access to education
and learning opportunities,
which serve as fundamental
building blocks for their
holistic development, and
on promoting their physical
and mental well-being as
they work to support and en-

initiatives, and development
processes.

According to the 2024
Population and Housing
Census, Myanmar has a
total population of more
than 51.37 million, of whom
approximately 16.78 mil-
lion are the youth, making
the country one with a large
youth population. More than
8.4 million people aged be-
tween 15 and

See Page 13
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President U Min Aung Hlaing observes a commemorative booth.

From Page 12

24 accounts for over 16
per cent of the country’s
total population. As this age
group corresponds largely to
the period of upper second-
ary and university educa-
tion, ensuring a high school
enrolment rate and provid-
ing systematic education and
training will enable young
people to acquire extensive
knowledge and skills. This
younger generation repre-
sents an invaluable human
resource for the nation’s
development and serves as a
key driving force in shaping
a better future.

Therefore, it is of great
importance to nurture the
youth into a new generation
equipped with the five forms
of strength, who value and
love the nation, are commit-
ted to promoting Myanmar
society, and possess sound
thinking and good habits.

As the holistic develop-
ment of Myanmar’s youth
constitutes a fundamental
foundation and a key driving
force for national develop-
ment, it is necessary to place
greater emphasis on and give
priority to the development
of the youth sector. There-
fore, under the new govern-
ment, the former Ministry
of Sports and Youth Affairs
has been restructured into

two separate ministries—the
Ministry of Sports and the
Ministry of Youth Affairs—
to give greater attention
to the development of the
youth sector.

The newly established
Ministry of Youth Affairs
is also required to create
greater opportunities for the
holistic development of the
youth and to enhance their
capabilities and potential. It
is also important to provide
the youth with opportunities
to make meaningful contri-
butions to their communities
and to help them become
a driving force in nation-
building.

In today’s era, advances
in technology and inter-
national cooperation have
expanded and strengthened
opportunities for the youth
in education, employment
and entrepreneurship. These
developments provide im-
portant impetus and op-
portunities for the youth
to actively participate in
regional and global develop-
ment processes.

The new generation of
the youth who are proficient
in modern technologies and
capable of navigating the
digital world can keep pace
with the global community
and contribute to positive
change. Therefore, the State

needs to give due recogni-
tion to their innovation,
entrepreneurial spirit and
independent thinking, while
creating greater opportuni-
ties for them to realize their
potential.

He stressed that while in-
formation flows rapidly and
drives progress in today's
digital world, young people
must remain mindful of the
challenges that need to be
addressed. He urged them
to cultivate critical thinking
skills to distinguish right
from wrong when using
technology, and emphasized
the need to adhere to Al
ethics and remain vigilant
regarding cybersecurity.
He concluded by calling
on youth to avoid actions
that harm the development
and dignity of their nation
and people, and to stand
firmly as responsible digital
citizens.

He emphasized the need
to strive for national devel-
opment in alignment with a
changing world, stressing
that it is equally crucial to
preserve national charac-
teristics, traditional cultural
heritage, and national spirit.
He urged youth to become
patriotic individuals who
master modern technology
while valuing their tradi-
tional cultural traits, thereby

promoting the nation's dig-
nity and standing on the
global stage.

He stated that as global
connections and network-
ing continue to advance
rapidly, young people need
to actively participate in the
international community. He
added that the state is con-
tinuously providing support
to enable Myanmar youth to
stand shoulder to shoulder
with the global community
as constructive representa-
tives of the nation.

He emphasized that in
today’s developing era, it is
essential to build a peaceful,
stable, and harmonious soci-
ety alongside these ongoing
changes, as this is the only
way to realize the fruits of
sustainable development.
He added that if the young-
er generation contributes
their mature perspectives
and correct actions toward
peacebuilding efforts, their
combined strength will
greatly support achieving
the shared goals of peace and
development.

In line with this year’s
International Youth Day
theme, “Different Contexts,
Common Aspirations,” he
stressed the need to harness
the diverse perspectives of
young people and explore
approaches that drive the
country’s socioeconomic
development. He urged eve-
ryone to unite the talents
and resources of youth into
a collective strength to ad-
dress common challenges
together.

He strongly urged all
young men and women of
the new generation across
the nation to strive, through
today's 2026 International
Youth Day ceremony, to
become good citizens who
contribute to their environ-
ment and country, youth
who effectively utilize mod-
ern technologies, experts
who create innovations, and
individuals who discover
solutions for socioeconomic

development.

The President urged
youths across the nation to
strive not only to be well-
versed in knowledge and
education but also to equip
themselves with modern
technological skills. He
called on them to actively
participate in state-building
tasks with a high sense of
duty and accountability by
leveraging their valuable
and brilliant talents. Further-
more, the President encour-
aged them to train and nur-
ture themselves to become
outstanding and virtuous
national treasures capable of
taking over future national
development responsibili-
ties through a generational
handoff, serving as reliable
pillars for the country.

The President then pre-
sented awards to outstanding
youths who won distinctions
and gold medals in inter-
national competitions. The
awardees included:

Ma Thaw Dar Oo, a
Grade-11 student from No.
(2) Basic Education High
School (Mudon), who won
the Winner Award as My-
anmar’s representative artist
at the 27th High School Stu-
dents’ Art Festival in Japan;

Ma Chan Myae La Wun
Thant, a second-year Inter-
national Relations student
from Naypyitaw State Acad-
emy, who received the Best
Position Paper Award at
the UNESCAP Asia-Pacific
Trade Facilitation Forum X
Paperless Trade Week-2026
held in Thailand;

Ma Chue Kay Kh-
ine Kyaw, an ME (Arch)
(Coursework) student, who
secured the Winner Award
representing Myanmar at
the HONDA Y.E.S. (Young
Engineer and Scientist’s)
Award 2025 in Japan;

Mg Chit Min Aung, a
Grade-12 student from the
Institute of Sports and Phys-
ical Education (Monywa),
who bagged a gold medal
in the javelin throw event

at the 17" SEA U18 & U20
Athletics Championships
in Indonesia, another gold
medal at the 14th ASEAN
School Game in Brunei, and
a bronze medal at the 68th
Singapore Open Track &
Field Championships held
in Singapore; and

Police Sergeant Thu-
ra Aung, who won a gold
medal in the sitting volley-
ball competition at the 13%
ASEAN Para Games 2026
in Thailand.

Subsequently, Union
Minister for Youth Affairs
Dr. Maung Thin read out the
message sent by the United
Nations Secretary-General
for International Youth Day
2026.

Following this, the
Union Minister for Youth
Affairs, in his capacity as
Vice-Chairman (1) of the
Myanmar Central Com-
mittee for Youth Affairs,
respectfully presented a
commemorative gift for
International Youth Day to
the President.

The President and at-
tendees then watched a vid-
eo clip documenting youth
holistic development activ-
ity to mark International
Youth Day 2026.

Afterward, youth rep-
resentative Ma Chan Myae
La Wun Thant delivered a
speech of thanks. Artistes
from the Ministry of Ho-
tels, Tourism and Culture
then performed a song titled
"Shining Stars of the Fu-
ture Youth." The President
and attendees subsequent-
ly posed for documentary
group photos and the Presi-
dent warmly greeted those
in attendance.

Following the ceremony,
the President and attendees
toured the booths featuring
youth entrepreneurs from
regions, states, ministries
and associations organized
to mark International Youth
Day 2026, viewing the
exhibits with keen interest.

MNA

people.

and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is to protect
the lives and property of the general public.
3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property of innocent

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including schoolteachers,
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