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More than 9,000 acres of peanut harvested in Homalin District

HOMALIN May 18

Statistics of Homalin District
Agriculture Department stated
that a total of 9,457 acres of
peanuts have been harvested
in Homalin District of Sagaing
Region.

Local farmers planted 9,457
acres of peanut as cold season
crops in the district. They started

harvest of peanut in February
this year. So far, local farmers
have harvested 9,426 acres of
peanut in Homalin Township
and 31 acres in Mobailuk, totall-
ing 9,457 acres, yielding 50.61
baskets per acre.

“During the cultivation season
in Homalin District, peanuts
were cultivated on up to 9,457

acres. At present, the entire
cultivated peanut acreage has
been fully harvested. The peanut
cultivation exceeded the initially
planned acreage, and the effort
has been successful. As an oil
crop, peanut cultivation has
proven to be a success, show-
ing yearly improvements,” said
Daw Su Su Htwe, the District

Head of the Homalin District
Department of Agriculture.
In Homalin District, peanut
cultivation involves sowing 1.5
baskets of seeds per acre. The
total cost per acre, including
seed expenses, labour, fertili-
zer, and pesticides, amounts
to over Ks-200,000. The yield is
over 50 baskets per acre.

To ensure the success of
peanut cultivation in Homalin
District — including preventing
pest infestations and maintain-
ing weed-free fields — staff
from the township Department
of Agriculture have conducted
field inspections and recorded
monitoring data from the fields.

SK

Shwebo Township completes harvest
of more than 2,000 acres of onions
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SHWEBO May 18

According to records from the Shwebo Township Agriculture Department, the
onion harvest from 2,345 acres of farmland planted during the winter cropping
season has been completed in Shwebo Township, Sagaing Region.

During the winter cropping period, up to 2,345 acres of onions were cultivated
in Shwebo Township. The harvesting of these onion fields began in January of
this year, and as of today, 100 percent of the acreage has been harvested. The
average yield per acre was recorded at 4,478.93 baskets.

“The winter cropping season in Shwebo Township saw the cultivation of 2,345
acres of onions. As of now, the entire acreage has been fully harvested. The
onion farming process followed the usual practices, and efforts were made to
connect farmers with good market opportunities,” said U San Oo, the head of
the Shwebo Township Agriculture Department.

The township’s agriculture department has assisted onion farmers by facilitating
market connections for better prices, providing technical guidance on storage to
prolong shelf life, promoting Good Agricultural Practices (GAP) methods, and
ensuring high-quality onion production.

Onion farmers in the region reportedly earn around Ks-1.8 million per acre,
with an average yield of 5,000 baskets per acre.

In Sagaing Region, onions are widely cultivated, with the major onion-producing
townships being Monywa, Yinmabin, ChaungU, Shwebo, and Myaung. SK

Farmers harvest black gram
plantations in Kalewa Township

More than 40,000 acres of sunflower
reaped in Kalay Township

KALEWA May 18

All sown acreage of black gram has
been harvested in Kalewa Township
of Sagaing Region, according to the
township agriculture department.

In Kalewa Township, during this
year’s winter crop season, a total of
1,919 acres of black gram were success-
fully cultivated. Harvesting of these
crops began in January this year, and
as of today, 100 percent of the cultivated
acres have been harvested, with an
average yield of 21.05 baskets per
acre.

U Myo Naing, Head of Kalewa Town-
ship Agriculture Department, stated:

“In Kalewa Township, a total of
1,919 acres of black gram have been
cultivated during the winter crop
season. At present, all the cultivated
fields have been fully harvested. The
actual cultivation exceeded the initially
estimated acreage. During the black

gram cultivation season, necessary
technologies, quality seeds, and pest
and disease prevention methods were
also provided and implemented on the
ground.”

Reportedly, the Kalewa Township
Agriculture Department has provided
knowledge and support to black gram
farmers on choosing suitable and quality
seed varieties for the region, proper
cultivation methods, pest and disease
prevention, systematic use of fertilizers,
and ways to improve yields.

Furthermore, during this year’s win-
ter crop season, for the cultivation of
various types of pulses, the respective
township agriculture departments
collaborated with farmers to supply
quality and pure seeds, inputs, and
post-harvest technologies to enhance
both yield and quality of the pulse
crops.

SMK

KALAY May 18

Local farmers have harvested a total
of 48,467 acres of sunflower planted
last cold season in Kalay Township of
Sagaing Region, according to Kalay
Township Agriculture Department.

In Kalay Township, a total of 48,467
acres of sunflowers were cultivated
during the winter cropping season.
Harvesting of these sunflower fields
began in January of this year and
continued until today, with 100 per
cent of the fields now fully harvested.
It is reported that the yield was 28.54
baskets per acre.

U Naing Htun Win, Head of the Kalay
Township Department of Agriculture,
stated, “During the winter cropping
season in Kalay Township, sunflowers
were cultivated on 48,467 acres. At pre-
sent, all of these cultivated fields
have been fully harvested. To reduce
dependence on imported palm oil,

sunflower—an oil crop—is being increa-
singly promoted. Among the oil crops,
sunflower produces more oil per acre
than others like peanuts and sesame.
It is grown only in the winter season.”

To support the expansion of sun-
flower cultivation in Kalay Township,
the township department of agricul-
ture has actively conducted training
sessions to raise awareness and build
capacity among staff and farmers.
These efforts aim to improve skills and
knowledge related to sunflower farm-
ing.

Moreover, in Kalay Township, mea-
sures have been taken to support sun-
flower farmers by providing quality
seeds, selling fertilizers (like urea)
at affordable prices, and distributing
improved sunflower varieties through
farmer-to-farmer seed exchange sys-
tems.

SMK
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the State responsibility.

various parts of Myanmar.

State Administration Council

Press Release

Re-invitation to Myanmar citizens who reside in various regions for many reasons

1. Some student youths, State service personnel and citizens evaded to areas of EAOs and foreign countries with worries because of incitements and
intimidation of NLD members, extremist followers, unlawful associations and terrorist groups such as CRPH and NUG, incitement of CDM, and the persons
and organizations at home and abroad not wishing to restore the peace and stability of the State since after 1 February 2021 when the Tatmadaw assumed

2. They are further worried about the dictatorship statement and speeches of unlawful association and terrorist group CRPH and NUG, and some
relevant persons. As they face no security guarantee and difficulties in socio-economic life in their areas, they wish to return to their native lands.

3. The State Administration Council will specially ease the restrictions for service personnel, intellectuals and intelligentsia, and the persons from
various arenas and citizens who evaded from the country with worries, except the persons who committed murders, robbery, setting fire, mine explosions
and intentional attacks on security troops, those who crowded to attack public service personnel and some people, those who destroyed government owned
buildings and private owned buildings and those who deeply participated in the CDM activities with providing monetary assistance and other ways.

4, As those who evaded from their native areas are also citizens, the State Administration Council will arrange their returns from the evaded areas to

5. As such, the information was released that if those who evaded to various areas, except the persons who committed any kinds of crime, wish to return
to their native lands in Myanmar of their own accord due to various worries, the citizens abroad are to contact nearby ward, village, township and district
administration bodies and relevant embassies, military attaché offices and consulates in accord with the easing restrictions under the law.

Information Team
State Administration Council

Cultivation of summer sesame completed on more than

28,000 acres of croplands in Shwebo District

SHWEBO May 18

According to the statistics of
Shwebo District Agriculture
Department, local farmers
have completed cultivation of
28,143 acres of summer sesame
in Shwebo District of Sagaing
Region.

Local authorities earmarked
cultivation of 71,717 acres of sum-
mer sesame in the district but
farmers planted 28,143 acres
of summer sesame this year.

For this year’s summer crop
season, Shwebo District has
planned to cultivate over 70,000
acres of summer sesame. As
of now, over 28,000 acres have
already been cultivated. Efforts
are underway to ensure the
target acreage is fully achieved.
Additionally, support is being
provided to expand the culti-
vation area, improve crop yields,
and encourage farming pra-
ctices using GAP (Good Agri-

cultural Practices) methods,
according to Assistant Director
Daw Zar Zar Min from the
Shwebo District Department
of Agriculture.

In terms of summer sesame
cultivation progress by town-
ship within Shwebo District,
Shwebo Township grew 145
acres of summer sesame, KhinU
Township 250 acres, and Wetlet
Township 27,748 acres, totalling
28,143 acres.

For the 2024-2025 summer
cropping season, local authorit-
ies of Shwebo Township ear-
marked cultivation of 18,121
acres of sesame, KhinU Town-
ship 3,318 acres, and Wetlet
Township 50,278 acres, totalling
71,717 acres.

This year, relevant township
agriculture departments are
educating farmers on methods
to expand sesame cultivation,
adopt effective farming sys-

tems, use GAP techniques, plant
high-quality and pure seeds,
and grow high-yield sesame
varieties.

Crops grown using GAP
methods are of higher quality
than those grown using con-
ventional methods. They com-
mand better prices, and are
eligible not only for domestic
markets but also for export.
As a result, farmers adopting
GAP practices are expected
to benefit economically and
improve their socio-economic
status.

SMK
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All sown

acreage
of peanut
harvested in
Taze Township
\. J

TAZE May 18

Statistics of YeU District Agriculture Department showed that all sown acreage of peanuts has been harvested in Taze Township

of Sagaing Region.

In Taze Township, a total of 33,531 acres of peanuts were cultivated during the winter cropping season. Harvesting of the peanut
fields began in January this year and has continued until today, with 100 percent of the fields now fully harvested. It is reported
that the yield was 62.25 baskets per acre.

U Zaw Myint Tun, Head of Township Agriculture Department stated, “In Taze Township, peanuts were cultivated on 33,531
acres. At present, all cultivated areas have been completely harvested. The peanut farming this year has been successful. As an
oil crop, peanuts are performing well. Peanut cultivation is showing year-on-year improvement.”

In Taze Township, one and a half baskets of seeds are needed per acre for peanut cultivation. The cost per acre, including seed,
labour, fertilizers, and pesticides, exceeds Ks-200,000. On average, over 50 baskets per acre are being harvested.

SMK

Summer paddy planted on more than 1,500 acres of farmlands in Myinmu Township

MYINMU May 18

Statistics of Sagaing District
Agriculture Department stated
that local farmers in Myinmu
Township of Sagaing Region
planted 1,528 acres of summer
paddy this summer.

Local authorities earmarked
1,950 acres of summer paddy
in the township but farmers
planted 1,528 acres of summer

paddy in 2024-2025 season.

Summer paddy cultivation
target was set at 1,950 acres,
out of which 1,528 acres have
already been cultivated. Efforts
are being made to reach the
full target acreage.

Daw Thida Lwin, Head of the
Sagaing District Department
of Agriculture, said: “Farmers
cultivating summer paddy are

being provided with agricul-
tural techniques, pest prevent-
ion education, guidance on mi-
nimizing crop loss, and infor-
mation on timely harvesting
and proper post-harvest stor-
age.”

In Myinmu Township, to
increase the yield per acre
and achieve target production
levels, quality and pure seeds

are being distributed, educa-
tional pamphlets are being
handed out, farmer training
sessions and knowledge-shar-
ing discussions are being con-
ducted, and necessary inputs
are being supplied in a timely
manner.

Senior farmers are being
encouraged to follow the guide-
lines issued by the Department

of Agriculture for timely plant-
ing of summer paddy and other
crops after harvesting the mon-
soon crops. These guidelines
include pest and disease pre-
vention measures, soil nutrient
management practices, and
advance preparation of quality
seed varieties in coordination
with the Department of Agricul-
ture. SK
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Trump to speak with Putin, Zelensky on Monday

- -

WASHINGTON May 18

U.S. President Donald Trump
said on Saturday that he will
speak separately with Russian
President Vladimir Putin and
Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky on Monday to push
for a ceasefire deal between
the two countries.

“I will be speaking, by tele-
phone, to President Vladimir
Putin of Russia on Monday, at
10:00 a.m.,” Trump said in a post

on Truth Social, adding that
the subjects of the call will be
stopping the “bloodbath” that is
killing, on average, more than
5,000 Russian and Ukrainian
soldiers a week, and trade.

Trump said he will “then be
speaking to President Zelensky
of Ukraine and then, with Pre-
sident Zelensky, various mem-
bers of NATO.”

“Hopefully it will be a product-
ive day” and “a ceasefire will

19-5-2025 | @6&

take place,” he said.
Concluding their meeting in
Tiirkiye’s Istanbul on Friday,
delegations of Russia and
Ukraine agreed to hold a new
round of negotiations and have
alarge-scale prisoner exchange.
As a key outcome of the two-
hour talks, the two sides agreed
to a prisoner exchange involv-
ing 1,000 people from each
side.
Xinhua

Houthis claim
new attack on
Ben Gurion
Airport in
Israel using
ballistic
missiles

MOSCOW May 18

Yemen’s Ansar Allah move-
ment, also known as the Houthis,
said on Sunday that it had
attacked Israel’s Ben Gurion
Airport using two ballistic
missiles.

“The missile force of Yemeni
Armed Forces carried out a
qualitative military operation
targeting Lod Airport, Israel
named ‘Ben Gurion’ Airport,
in the occupied area of Yaffa,
using two ballistic missiles,
one of which was a hypersonic
Palestine 2 missile and the
other a ‘Zulfigar’ missile,” the
movement said in a statement.

The operation successfully
achieved its goal as the air
traffic at the Ben Gurion Airport
was disrupted for an hour, the
movement said.

Sputnik

Israeli Army announces launch of large-scale ground
operations in Gaza Strip

TEL AVIV May 18

The Israel Defence Forces
(IDF) announced on Sunday
the launch of large-scale ground
operations in the Gaza Strip
as part of Operation “Gideon’s
Chariots” aimed at defeating
Palestinian movement Hamas.

“Over the past day, IDF troops
under the Southern Command
— including both active duty
and reservists have begun

extensive ground operations
throughout the northern and
southern Gaza Strip as part of
‘Gideon’s Chariots’,” the IDF
said in a statement.

On the night of March 18, the
Israel Defence Forces resum-
ed strikes on the Gaza Strip.
Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu said the attacks
continued because the Pale-
stinian movement Hamas had

refused to accept a US plan to
extend the ceasefire and free

the hostages.
Sputnik

17 killed in massive ﬁre in India’s Hyderabad

NEW DELHI May 18

Atleast 17 people were killed
and many others injured Sun-
day after a massive fire broke
out in a building in the southern
Indian city of Hyderabad, offi-
cials said.

The fire broke out in the

morning inside a residential
building in Gulzar House near
the iconic Charminar area of
the city.

“The fire broke out around
6:00 a.m., and by 6:16 a.m., the
fire department was present
at the spot. They tried to save

people trapped inside, but the
fire had engulfed the entire
building,” local government
minister Ponnam Prabhakar
told media.

Officials said most of the
victims were killed in their
sleep and the efforts to douse
the fire are underway.

Preliminary investigations
carried out by the police sugg-
est that a short circuit might
have caused the fire.

Indian Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi has expressed
grief over the loss of lives in the
fire incident and announced
monetary compensation for
the victims.

Xinhua

Leo XIV
officially
inaugurated
as 267" pope

ROME May 18

Leo XTIV was officially inaugu-
rated as the pontiff of the Roman
Catholic Church on Saturday.

On May 8, Cardinal Robert
Francis Prevost of the United
States was elected the 267™ pope
of the Roman Catholic Church
during the papal conclave. He has
taken the papal name Leo XIV.

His predecessor; Pope Francis,
passed away on April 21.

Xinhua

Mexican Navy ship crashes

NEW YORK CITY May 18

Two sailors were Killed and
many others injured when a
Mexican Navy training ship
collided with the Brooklyn
Bridge on Saturday night.

The vessel lost power and
drifted into the bridge during
its departure from New York,
according to officials.

Videos from the scene show

the ARM Cuauhtemoc’s three
tall, illuminated masts crash-
ing into the underside of the
bridge’s road deck and toppling
onto the ship. Multiple crew
members were stationed on
the masts at the time of the
impact, the New York Post re-
ported, citing fire officials and
unnamed sources. The outlet
also said rescuers were seen

into Brooklyn Bridge

pulling people from the water.

The ARM Cuauhtemoc was
carrying 277 crew members
when the incident occurred.
New York City Mayor Eric
Adams told reporters that at
least 19 people were injured,
including four in critical condi-
tion.

“The status of the personnel
and material is under review

by naval and local authorities,
who are providing support,”
the Mexican Navy said in a
statement on X.

According to the Latin Times,
the crew may have miscalcu-
lated the height of the ship’s
171-foot masts in relation to
the bridge’s 127-foot clearance
at high tide.

Despite the dramatic crash,

officials have found no major
structural damage to the bridge.
Fabien Levy, a spokesman for
Mayor Adams, said there app-
eared to be “no signs of structu-
ral damage.”

The Cuauhtemoc had been
in New York on a goodwill
visit ahead of an international
parade of tall ships next year
in New York Harbor to mark
the 250" Anniversary of US
independence. RT
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including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

and property of innocent people.

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

Unit
26

>D> could and was able to
We use could for general ability and with see, hear etc. :
@ My grandfather could speak five languages.
@ 1 could see them, but not very clearly.
But to say that somebody succeeded in doing something in a specific situation, we normally
use was/were able to or managed to (not could):

@ The fire spread quickly, but everybody was able to escape. (not could escape)
@ 1didn’t know where Max was, but I managed to find him in the end. (not could find)
Compare:
@ Jack was an excellent tennis player when he was younger. He could beat anybody.
(= he was good enough to beat anybody, he had the ability)

but Jack and Andy played a match yesterday. Andy played well, but Jack managed to beat him.

(= he succeeded in beating him this time)
The negative couldn’t (could not) is possible in all situations:
@ My grandfather couldn’t swim.
@ 1looked for Max everywhere, but I couldn’t find him.
@ Andy played well, but he couldn’t beat Jack.

Exercises

72617 Complete the sentences using czn or (he) able to. If can is not possible, use (he) able to.
1 Gary has travelled a lot. He _ can_ _speak five languages.

2T haven’t _ _been able to sleep very well recently.

3 Nicole drive, but she doesn’t have a car.

4 Tused to stand on my head, but I can’t do it any more.

5 I can’t understand Mark. I've never

understand him.

6 I can’t see you on Friday, but I

7 Ask Katherine about your problem. She might

meet you on Saturday morning.

help you.

8 You have to be careful in this part of the city. It
9 Michael has lived in Italy a long time, so he should

be dangerous.

262 Write sentences about yourself using the ideas in brackets.
1 (something you used to be able to do)

speak Italian.

Raymond Murphy
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