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President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar U Min Aung Hlaing
inspects Dagon University, University of Medicine (1), and Yangon University

~
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(Hlaing Campus) in Yangon Region and fulfills their requirements

B = |

lPresident U Min Aung Hlaing visits lecture theaters, classroom buildings, academic departments, library facilities, and student dormitories during his inspection of University of Yangon (Hlaing Campus) J

NAY PYI TAW September 27

President of the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar
U Min Aung Hlaing, accom-
panied by the members of his
entourage, the Yangon Region
Chief Minister, the Yangon Com-
mand commander and offi-
cials, inspected Dagon Univer-
sity, University of Medicine (1),
and Yangon University (Hlaing
Campus) in Yangon Region this
morning.

Dagon University

The President and party
arrived at Dagon University rail-
way station in Dagon Myothit

shaped Multi-Purpose Assembly Hall within the compound of the University of Medicine (1).

(East) Township and heard a
report on placing of a YBS bus
gate near the railway station
for the convenience of students
attending classes every day;
selection of a place to build a
bus terminal and a taxiway,
building of platforms on both
side of Bohmu Bahtoo road in
the university campus and tar
laying, and plans for properly
painting lane markings and
pedestrian crossings in the
campus, presented by the Chief
Minister and officials.

In response, the President
said measures should be taken

to reinforce the foundation of
the bus terminal and taxiway.
Pedestrian platforms should
be built for the safety of stud-
ents, and the availability of YBS
buses for students during pick-
up and drop-off times must be
ensured, and gave guidance on
other matters.

The President looked around
the railway station yard and
gave instructions on constantly
keeping the station area clean
and pleasant and systematic,
taking constant necessary main-
tenance measures to keep the
entire university compounds

in accord with the standard
norms, clearing of the bushes
on both sides of the roads,tri-
mming of large trees to let light
through, creation of a university
compound that is pleasant,
clean and health-friendly, land
filling to prevent waterlogging,
establishment of a systematic
network of drainage canals for
proper flow of water, upgrading
of roads in the campus and
other matters.

On arrival at the Convocation
Hall, the President and party
heard a report on visions of the
university, its functions and

upgrading of Dagon University.
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requirements, subjects taught
at the university, presented by
the Union Minister for Edu-
cation and Rector of the Univer-
sity Dr. Chit Sein. The President
gave necessary guidance.
The President inspected major
renovation of the Convocation
Hall, and the university sports
ground. Regarding the upgrad-
ing of the sport ground and
stands, the President said the
sport ground should be deve-
loped into a standard facility,
with a 400-meter track and the
stands must be re-erected to

SEE PAGE - 22 »»
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President U Min Aung Hlaing hears a report on the reconstruction of the former turtle-shell- J l President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar U Min Aung Hlaing gives guidance on
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meet the standard. He said
arrangements should be made
to hold student sport competit-
ions at the training sport ground
during the construction period
of the facilities.
University of Medicine (1),
Yangon

Afterward, the President and
party arrived at the construct-
ion site for the reconstruction of
the former turtle-shell-shaped
Multi-Purpose Assembly Hall
within the compound of the Uni-

versity of Medicine (1), Yangon
in Kamayut Township, which is
being rebuilt in a modern style
while retaining its original form,
where they were welcomed
and greeted by the rectors and
responsible officials from the
Universities of Medicine (1)
and (2).

Later, the President inspect-
ed the construction site and,
following briefings by the Union
Minister for Construction, the
Union Minister for Health, and
responsible officials regard-

ing current operations, stated
that the historical photos and
records of the original turtle-
shell-shaped building must be
carefully reviewed and analyzed
to ensure the new facility retains
its original form while taking
on a modern appearance. He
noted that because the planned
hallis located adjacent to Pyay
Road, a thoroughfare with heavy
vehicular traffic, soundproof-
ing systems must be systemati-
cally calculated and incorpora-
ted, and provided additional

necessary instructions.

The iconic timber multi-pur-
pose assembly hall, shaped like
aturtle shell, was designed by
British architect Ragian Squire
and constructed between 1954
and 1956 within the compound
of the Rangoon Institute of Te-
chnology. By around the 1980s,
the structure had deteriorat-
ed due to tropical rainfall and
the passage of time, leaving its
wooden framework damaged,
unusable for the public, and
too costly to maintain long-term,

28-9-2026

which ultimately led to its demo-
lition. Currently, in accordance
with the guidance of the Presi-
dent, the turtle-shell-shaped
building is being reconstructed
in a modern style while preser-
ving its original form.
University of Yangon
(Hlaing Campus)

Next, the President and party
members arrived at the Univer-
sity of Yangon (Hlaing Campus).
At the administrative building
briefing hall, Director General

SEE PAGE - 23 »»

Vice President Daw Nan Ni Ni Aye addresses 2026 World Tourism Day

NAY PYI TAW September 27

The commemorative cere-
mony for World Tourism Day
2026 was held this morning at
the Myanmar International Con-
vention Centre-1 (MICC-1) in
Nay Pyi Taw. Daw Nan Ni Ni Aye,
Vice President of the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar and
Chairperson of the National
Tourism Development Central
Committee, attended the event,
delivered an opening address,
and presented awards.

The ceremony was attended
by Union Ministers who are mem-
bers of the Central Committee,
the Chairman of the Nay Pyi Taw
Council, Chairs of Parliamen-
tary Affairs Committees, Deputy
Ministers, ambassadors from
foreign embassies in Myanmar,
heads of departments, chair-
persons and representatives
from hotel, tourism, and cultural
committees, tourism experts,
private tourism organization
representatives, association
leaders and officials, rectors
from universities and colleges,
heads of tourism management
departments, students, invited
guests, award recipients, and
relevant officials.

First, artists from the Fine
Arts Department under the
Ministry of Culture, Hotels and
Tourism performed an opening
dance routine to the song "Tech-
nology Shaping the Earth."

In her address, the Vice Pre-
sident highlighted that the
theme for this year's World

¥
b

l Vice President Daw Nan Ni Ni Aye visits an exhibition booth displayed for World Tourism Day 2026. J

Tourism Day is "Digital Agenda
and Artificial Intelligence to
Redesign Tourism." She stated
that this theme serves as a
timely, highly appropriate guide
for advancing the tourism sector
with foresight in harmony with
the rapidly shifting technological
currents of the modern world.

She noted that adopting arti-
ficial intelligence and digital
technology not only creates bett-
er travel experiences for tourists,
but also enables tourism busi-
nesses to streamline manage-
ment, marketing, and decision-
making processes. Conversely,
while focusing on the benefits
of technology, stakeholders
must remain vigilant regard-
ing security, personal data pro-
tection, accountability, transpar-
ency, and a human-centered
approach.

The Vice President added that
the State has eased entry visa
regulations to facilitate smooth
visits for international travell-
ers to Myanmar. Furthermore,
the tourism sector will achieve
greater progress through con-
tinuous promotion via digital
channels, participation in inter-
national travel expos represent-
ing Myanmar, and organizing
familiarization trips.

She emphasized the import-
ance of ensuring that adopting
new technologies enhances ra-
ther than diminishes local em-
ployment opportunities, and
that micro-, small-, and medium-
sized enterprises (MSMESs)—
such as local handicraft makers,
guesthouse operators, and re-
staurateurs—reap the benefits
of digitalization. Efforts must be
made to connect the products

of artisans and MSMEs to the
global market place through
digital platforms. In line with
the theme and vision of World
Tourism Day 2026, she urged
everyone to collaborate, lever-
age modern innovations, and
elevate the nation's tourism
sector to a new standard.

After the speech, Union Mini-
ster for Information U Htein Lin
presented acommemorative gift
for World Tourism Day 2026 to
the Vice President.

Next, the Vice President
and attendees watched a video
message from Ms. Shaikha Al
Nuwais, Secretary-General of the
World Tourism Organization, a
documentary video on ongoing
tourism initiatives in Myanmar,
and a performance of the song
"Travel and the World" by artists
from the Fine Arts Department.

The Vice President then con-
ferred honorary awards on
foreign-invested hotels, citizen-
invested hotels, and tour operat-
ing companies that demonstrat-
ed the highest service perfor-
mance, as well as winners of
the 2026 World Tourism Day
color photography competition.

Following this, Union Mini-
ster at the President’s Office
U Tin Aung San presented
awards to the winners of the
short video, paper presentation,
and article competitions, while
Union Minister for Transport
and for Digital Development
and Communications U Mya Tun
0o conferred awards to higher-
education and basic-education
level essay competition winners.

The Vice President then took
a commemorative group photo
with attendees and toured the
exhibition booths displayed
for World Tourism Day 2026,
including pavilions from the
Ministry of Culture, Hotels and
Tourism, MSME product show-
cases from regions and states
(including the Nay Pyi Taw
Council), the Myanmar Hotelier
Association booth, and exhibits
featuring winning photographs,
articles, papers, essays, com-
panies, and hotels.

World Tourism Day celebra-
tions have been organized
annually since 1980 under the
auspices of the United Nations
World Tourism Organization,
marking its 46" Anniversary

this year. Myawady
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Dr. Than Zaw Oo of the Depart-
ment of Higher Education,
Ministry of Education, pre-
sented a briefing on facts re-
garding the Campus, the con-
struction status of universities
and academic halls, the distri-
bution of hostels and lecture
buildings by university across
the campus, the construction
of staff housing, and the location
of lecture halls and theaters.
He also detailed the current
state of teaching, learning, and
administrative infrastructure
within the Hlaing University
Campus, as well as additional
infrastructure requirements.
Following this, Rector Dr. Kay
Thwe Hlaing of the Yangon Uni-
versity of Education briefed
the delegation on the back-

ground history of the Yangon
University of Education, the
degrees currently offered, in-
frastructure needs for teach-
ing and learning, and the status
of budget utilization and project
completion categorized by task
for each financial year.
Following the presentations,
the President made inquiries
regarding the reported details
and stated that administrative
matters for teachers and stud-
ents, as well as teaching and
learning procedures, within
the Hlaing University Campus
and Kamayut University Cam-
pus need to be consolidated
to ensure smoother, faster, and
more convenient operations.
He emphasized that investing
in education is constructing
and shaping a modern and

developed future nation; there-
fore, universities must con-
tinuously produce well-round-
ed, knowledgeable, and skill-
ed human resources for the
country. He added that uni-
versities and colleges across
various regions and states
must also produce educated
human resources who can, as
civil servants, serve for the
benefit and development of
their respective regions. Fur-
thermore, he stressed the need
to systematically calculate the
ratio of student enrollment to
teaching/learning infrastruc-
ture and teaching staff across
universities and subjects, and
based on analysis, undertake
the expansion of infrastructure
where necessary or organize
combined classes for subjects

with low student numbers. Re-
garding the construction of
academic infrastructure, he
highlighted that for key iconic
structures representing a uni-
versity’s prestige and dignity—
such as convocation halls—com-
prehensive evaluations must
be conducted, and proposed
sites as well as preliminary
draft designs must be prio-
ritized, selected, and executed
systematically step-by-step
with a view toward long-term
benefits. He instructed that
the Yangon University of Eco-
nomics, Yangon University,
and the Yangon University of
Education be analyzed in terms
of student-to-staff ratios and
infrastructure requirements
to find solutions for consolida-
ting their setups. Additionally,

23

he noted that the structural
integrity of university build-
ings must be remeasured, eva-
luated, and compiled based
on their intended use and capa-
city to ensure systematic stan-
dard compliance, after which
he gave further necessary
directives.

Afterward, the President
inspected the ground condit-
ions and layout of university
buildings within the Yangon
University (Hlaing Campus)—
including lecture theaters,
classroom buildings, acade-
mic departments, library faci-
lities, and student dormitor-
ies—and provided necessary
instructions based on reports
presented by responsible offi-
cials.

Myawady

National Interest, Culture and Tourism

From previous day

Therefore, cultural tourism has become one of
the most important forms of sustainable tourism
in the modern era. By integrating and developing
ancient cities, historic buildings, religious heritage
sites, museums, traditional festivals, traditional arts,
handicrafts, and local cultures with tourism activities,
countries can preserve their cultural heritage while
also gaining economic benefits.

However, the development of tourism must be
managed through sustainable tourism policies to
ensure that the original values of cultural heritage
are not degraded, the environment is protected, and
the interests of local communities are safeguarded.
Culture, Tourism, and Sustainable Development

Therefore, promoting and encouraging sustainable
tourism is of great importance. Sustainable tourism
aims to generate economic benefits while ensuring
the preservation and protection of cultural heritage
and the natural environment. To achieve this, the
active participation of local communities, responsible
behavior among tourists, and long-term planning
and management strategies are essential.

In today’s world, culture and the tourism sector are
closely interconnected with sustainable development.
Responsible tourism promotes environmental
conservation, the protection of cultural heritage,
the improvement of local communities’ livelihoods,
and greater social inclusion.

Furthermore, with the advancement of digital
technologies, culture and tourism can be promoted
more effectively through the use of online museum,
virtual exhibitions, digital heritage documentation,
and smart tourism systems.

In addition, educational initiatives also play an

important role. Tourists should be provided with
information to help them understand local cul-
tures, traditions, and regulations, while local com-
munities should receive training and capacity-
building programs to enable them to manage tourism
activities effectively. Relevant organizations should
also establish and implement clear laws and policies
to protect cultural heritage.

Culture and tourism are two important sectors
that must work together in contributing to national
development. With proper and systematic manage-
ment, these sectors can generate economic benefits
while ensuring the preservation of cultural heritage.
Therefore, by promoting sustainable tourism, cultural
preservation and economic development can be
advanced in a balanced manner; creating long-term
benefits for future generations.

Regional and International Cooperation

Culture and tourism also serve as important
platforms for regional and international cooperation.
Through bilateral agreements, cultural exchange
programmes, joint archaeological research, heritage
conservation projects, tourism promotion initiatives,
and participation in regional organizations such as
ASEAN, countries strengthen diplomatic relations
and deepen people-to-people connectivity. Such
efforts not only enhance Myanmar’s international
image but also further strengthen Myanmar’s role
as a responsible member state within the regional
and global community.

International cooperation in culture and tourism
facilitates the exchange of knowledge, expertise, and
best practices in heritage conservation, museum
management, tourism development, digital innovation,
and capacity building. Such cooperation contributes

Hnin Myat Thu (Culture)

to peace, mutual respect, intercultural dialogue,
and regional stability, all of which support broader
national interests.

For countries rich in cultural heritage, active
participation in international cultural organizations
and tourism initiatives also enhances international
visibility and attracts greater investment, technical
assistance, and visitor arrivals.
Recommendations for the Future

Although culture and tourism are important
strategic sectors that can contribute significantly to
the promotion of national interests, their development
also involves various challenges and potential risks
that require careful consideration. In particular,
excessive commercialization of cultural heritage
for economic benefits, unplanned expansion of
tourism activities, and insufficient involvement of
local communities may negatively affect the value,
authenticity, and sustainability of cultural heritage
in the long term.

For instance, excessive tourist visitation, or
overtourism, at world famous historical sites, ancient
cities, and cultural heritage destinations may result
in physical deterioration and damage to these
valuable assets. Furthermore, when local traditions,
cultural practices, arts, and lifestyles are modified
primarily for tourism purposes, the original meaning,
values, and authenticity of cultural expressions
may gradually decline. Therefore, it is essential to
establish a balanced management approach that
ensures both the preservation of cultural heritage
and the sustainable development of tourism.

In addition, environmental challenges may arise
alongside the growth of the tourism sector. The

SEE PAGE - 24 @@
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increasing number of visitors may lead to higher
levels of waste generation, overuse of natural
resources, and negative impacts on ecosystems.
Therefore, it is necessary to promote Responsible
Tourism and Sustainable Tourism approaches that
minimize environmental impacts while ensuring
the socio-economic benefits of tourism for local
communities and future generations.

Community-Based Tourism (CBT) should be
encouraged and further developed to ensure that
local communities actively participate in tourism
activities and fairly benefit from tourism development.
Through CBT, local people can gain employment
opportunities, generate income, and preserve their
cultural traditions and local environments while
contributing to sustainable tourism growth.

To strengthen the future development of Myanmar’s
cultural and tourism sectors, the following measures
should be prioritized:

First, Myanmar’s cultural heritage should be
documented, preserved, and promoted through the
effective use of modern technologies. Digital archives,
virtual exhibitions, and digital storytelling platforms
can play an important role in safeguarding cultural
heritage for future generations while introducing
Myanmar’s cultural values and historical significance
to the international community.

Second, community-based tourism should be
promoted as an effective approach to sustainable
tourism development. By empowering local
communities, tourism can contribute not only to

References

-Frankel, J. (1970). National Interest.

economic development but also to the preservation
of local traditions, cultural practices, and natural
resources.

Third, human resource development should be
given high priority to improve tourism services to
international standards. Training programs for tour
guides, tourism service providers, and relevant
personnel should focus on foreign languages, cultural
awareness, digital skills, hospitality standards, and
international tourism practices.

Fourth, environmentally friendly tourism models,
including Ecotourism and Sustainable Tourism,
should be promoted. Effective policies, management
frameworks, and regulations should be implemented
to ensure that natural resources are protected while
tourism benefits are generated in a sustainable
manner.

Fifth, Myanmar’s cultural strengths and tourism
attractions should be effectively promoted internatio-
nally through media, digital technology, and Cultural
Diplomacy. Such efforts can enhance Myanmar’s
positive international image, strengthen cultural
relations, and contribute to the development of the
country’s Soft Power.

Conclusion

In the contemporary era, culture and tourism are
no longer merely sectors related to social activities
and leisure. They have become strategic sectors that
can significantly contribute to the advancement of
national interests. These sectors strengthen national
identity, promote economic development, preserve
cultural heritage, enhance international image and
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-Nuechterlein, D. E. (1976). National Interests and Foreign Policy.
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soft power, and facilitate regional and international
cooperation, thereby contributing to a country’s long-
term interests, stability, and sustainable develop-
ment.

In promoting Myanmar’s national interests,
culture serves as a fundamental foundation that
represents the nation’s history, identity, values, and
heritage, while tourism functions as an important
sector that transforms these cultural assets into
valuable economic opportunities and instruments
of international engagement.

Therefore, if Myanmar can systematically manage
and sustainably develop its cultural and tourism
sectors, the country will not only be able to preserve
its valuable cultural heritage but also enhance its
competitiveness and strengthen its position in the
international community.

In the future, by protecting and preserving Myan-
mar’s cultural heritage while developing tourism in
a responsible and sustainable manner, the country
will be able to achieve greater national benefits and
improve the socio-economic well-being of its people.

Therefore, much more investment in the cultural
and tourism sectors, effective implementation of
policies, and expansion of international cooperation
are essential strategic measures for safeguarding
and promoting Myanmar’s national interests and
ensuring sustainable development opportunities for
future generations.“Let us all encourage and urge the
public to work together with a sense of responsibility
and unity to further develop and promote the “National
Interest, Culture and Tourism” sector.”

IL

Authorities earmark cultivation of more than 2,000 acres of sunflower

in Myinmu Township

MYINMU September 27
Sagaing District Agriculture
Department stated that local
authorities set plans to grow
more than 2,000 acres of sun-
flower as cold season crops in
Myinmu Township of Sagaing

Region this year.

During the 2026-2027 mon-
soon crop planting season,
Myinmu Township has targeted
the cultivation of 2,030 acres of
sunflower crops, and farmland
is currently being ploughed in

preparation for planting.

To promote expanded sun-
flower cultivation in Myinmu
Township, the relevant Town-
ship Department of Agriculture
is accelerating awareness and
technical training programmes.

Additional training courses will
also be conducted to improve
the capacity of both staff mem-
bers and farmers who plan to
cultivate sunflowers.

This year, plans are also be-
ing made to provide sunflower

seeds to farmers in Myinmu
Township, sell urea fertilizer at
affordable prices, and distribute
harvested sunflower seeds
through farmer-to-farmer ex-
change systems.

SMK

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive
activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.
3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives
and property of innocent people.
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