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Esteemed ethnic national brethren in Shan State,

On this auspicious occasion of the 78" Anniversary of
Shan State Day, which falls on 7 February 2025, I extend
my heartfelt greetings and best wishes to all ethnic national
brethren across Shan State and the entire nation. May you
all be blessed with good health and happiness.

Shan State is the largest state in terms of area among
all regions and states in Myanmar and is also home to the
highest number of ethnic groups. Within Shan State, various
Shan ethnic tribes, including Shan, Pa-O, Palaung, Danu,
Intha, Taungyo, Wa, Htanot, Kokang, Lahu, Yinnet, Yinkya,
Myaungzee, and Arkha, coexist alongside other ethnic
groups such as Kachin, Kayah, and Lisu. These diverse
ethnic communities have lived together for a long time,
demonstrating a strong tradition of unity and harmony in
the spirit of the Union.

Looking back the historical evidence, artifacts from
Myanmar’s Late Stone Age and the period of urban cultural
development can be found in Shan State. The linguistic
heritage, cultural traditions, and artistic legacy of the ethnic
groups within Shan State are closely intertwined with the
overall cultural and artistic landscape of the Union. This
serves as a testament to the long-standing history of peaceful
coexistence and mutual harmony among the people of the
Union for many centuries.

During the three aggressive invasions by the British
colonialists, the Shan Saophas and the Shan ethnic people,
along with other ethnic groups, united and fiercely resisted.
Their tradition of standing together with unwavering patriot-
ism and dedication to national sovereignty remains a source
of pride and honour for the Shan State and the Shan people.

From the time the British colonized Myanmar, they ruled
the mountainous regions and the lowlands—once united and
undivided—through various divide-and-rule tactics. Even
when they were eventually compelled to grant Myanmar
its independence, they attempted to continue their divisive
governance over the mountainous regions. To counter this
effort, Shan Saophas who were members of the Shan State
Saophas' Council, along with representatives of the Shan
State People's Freedom Organization, held discussions in
Panglong, Shan State, from 3 to 6 February 1947. As a re-
sult, on 7 February 1947, they successfully formed the Shan
State Council Executive Committee, comprising a total of 14
members—seven public representatives and seven Saophas
representatives. Additionally, they petitioned the British
government to abolish the Shan State Saophas' Council,
which had previously functioned under colonial rule. The
Shan State Council Executive Committee ultimately signed
an agreement to achieve independence together with the
mainland of Myanmar.

On 11 February 1947, during the Panglong Conference,
7 February was designated as Shan State Day to commemo-
rate the unity and agreement reached for the future of the
state and the nation. The decision, based on the solidarity
of Shan princely rulers and local leaders, became a strong
foundation for the historic Panglong Agreement and the
emergence of Union Day. This year marks the 78th anni-
versary of the designation of 7 February as Shan State Day.

Chairman of the State Administration Council
Prime Minister of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
Senior General Thadoe Maha Thray Sithu Thadoe Thiri

Thudhamma Min Aung Hlaing sends a message to the
ceremony to mark the 78" Anniversary of Shan State Day

7 February 20235

As it played a crucial role in supporting Myanmar’s journey
to independence, it is also a significant and revered day for
ethnic nationalities.

The emergence of Shan State Day is closely linked to a
significant historical event in which colonial rulers’ divide-
and-rule policies were successfully resisted. It also stands as
a firm testament to the historic event of "Union Day," which
symbolized the crucial effort of ethnic unity and solidarity
in the struggle for national independence.

Ethnic unity is of utmost importance for the peace, sta-
bility, and sovereignty of a nation. Moreover, as it serves as
a driving force for national development, it is essential to
remove doubts among ethnic national brethren and engage in
dialogue and negotiation to achieve lasting peace. In regions
where armed groups are present, local people are growing
increasingly weary of violence and conflicts that harm the
interests of both the nation and its people. It is a call to ac-
knowledge and consider the collective desire of all citizens
who long for social development and a secure, peaceful life.

At present, the government is implementing the five-
point roadmap and the nine objectives related to political,
economic, and social affairs for national peace, stability, and
development. Preparations are underway to hold a free and
fair multiparty democratic general election to ensure stabil-
ity, peace, and a smooth democratic transition. Among the
five-point roadmap, the government is continuously striving
to implement the peace process in accordance with the agree-
ment that states: “Priority will be given to the achieving
peace as the essence of the state and stabilizing the results
of the peace process in alignment with the agreements
in the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA) to the
extent possible.” Ethnic armed organizations are urged to
consider the interests of the Union and all ethnic people with
sincerity, rather than focusing solely on their own desires
and group interests, and to work toward achieving durable
peace in the Union.

Due to the destruction of fundamental infrastructure
built for national development, ethnic citizens have suffered
hardships. Likewise, the meaningless loss of valuable human
resources essential for national progress has also weakened
the country’s strength. Therefore, I would like to once again
urge all ethnic citizens to deeply understand and actively
cooperate in working towards stability and lasting peace.

Armed conflict in our country is a difficult and chal-
lenging issue. Our sole intention is to end armed conflict
for the benefit of the nation and the people, striving to
build a durably peaceful, stable, and prosperous country.
Therefore, all ethnic communities must resolve these issues
through political means and dialogue, as they desire. Only
through dialogue and negotiations can stability and peace
be achieved, leading to improvements in the economic and
social conditions of the people.

For a nation to thrive and stand strong, it must enhance
its ability to defend itself and improve its capacity to func-
tion effectively. If a country cannot sustain its own survival
and stability through its own efforts, its sovereignty will
weaken, and it may fall under the control of others. To
remain an independent and stable nation, we must all unite

and stand together to prevent subjugation by others. In
times of potential danger to the nation, the armed forces,
which bear the primary responsibility for national defence,
must work closely with the people. With patriotism and
unwavering courage, we must act in unity to ensure the na-
tion's long-term stability and work towards comprehensive
national development.

We are currently making arrangements to successfully
hold a free and fair election, which is aligned with the ob-
jective of the State Administration Council. Therefore, it is
necessary for the people to cooperate in unity, with a spirit
of patriotism, national solidarity, and union spirit, to ensure
the success of a fair and free election.

As citizens of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar,
all ethnic groups aspire to live in peace, stability, and
prosperity. To fulfill this aspiration, it is essential to ensure
social harmony, the rule of law, economic development,
and livelihood security. While the agriculture and livestock
sectors, which involve all Myanmar citizens, are being
modernized, efforts are also being made to develop other
economic sectors comprehensively. Since it is necessary
to further enhance small, medium, and micro enterprises
(MSMESs) based on agriculture and livestock, priority is
being given to their success. Therefore, ethnic groups in
Shan State, who have a strong foundation and tradition in
agriculture and livestock, are encouraged to make greater
efforts in these sectors.

For the construction of a modern, developed nation based
on democracy and a federal system, it is essential for all
ethnic citizens, including young people, to excel in knowl-
edge and skills. At the same time, they must also develop
the ability to think critically and make fair, rational deci-
sions. The government is implementing a comprehensive
education system to produce highly skilled and competent
human resources necessary for the Union. Efforts are being
made to ensure access to education in rural and border areas.
Therefore, we encourage collective cooperation with the
state to expand educational opportunities for all.

Programmes are being implemented to nurture well-
rounded and capable young individuals. Just as educational
development is crucial for the progress of society and the
economy, health and well-being are equally important.
Therefore, the government is prioritizing efforts to build
a healthy and strong society. In particular, to promote
health and a strong sports culture among young people, we
urge ethnic communities to collaborate with the State in
these efforts.

In conclusion, on the occasion of “Shan State Day,”
which laid the foundation for a peaceful and prosperous
Union and strengthened national unity, I urge all ethnic
national brethren residing in Shan State to uphold the spirit
of the Union established in 1947. By doing so, let us work
together hand in hand with the government and the armed
forces to build a peaceful, prosperous, and modern nation.

Senior General Thadoe Maha Thray Sithu
Thadoe Thiri Thudhamma Min Aung Hlaing
Prime Minister
Chairman, State Administration Council
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The state actively cracking down on online fraud and
online gambling occurring in border areas and continues
to transfer undocumented individuals entering
Myanmar to their respective countries

:Myanmar in accordance w1th standard procedurcs

Nay Pyi Taw February 6

The government is pri-
oritizing national stability
and rule of law while taking
stringent measures against
those exploiting the situa-
tion in certain border areas.
Some foreign nationals,
in collaboration with indi-
viduals seeking personal
gain—including members of
ethnic armed organizations
(EAOs) and related enti-
ties—are widely engaging
in online fraud and online
gambling. Consequently,
the government is focusing

on identifying and deporting
such individuals.

Upon conducting inves-
tigations on foreigners un-
lawfully entering Myanmar,
it was discovered that most
of them had passed through
neighboring countries, in-
cluding Thailand, before
entering Myanmar’s borders
for illegal work. Although
they entered the country
unlawfully, the government,
considering humanitarian
concerns and friendly in-
ternational relations, is pro-
cessing their deportation in

accordance with the law.
As part of these efforts,
a total of 61 foreign nation-
als—comprising 39 Chi-
nese nationals, one Kazakh
national, five Indonesian
nationals, one Ethiopian na-
tional, one Pakistani nation-
al, one Malaysian national,
and 13 Indian nationals—
were found to have been vic-
tims of human trafficking.
They had been coerced into
participating in online fraud
and online gambling opera-
tions within the Myawady-
Shwe Kokko and KK Park

IEhoto] ﬂ]mms i, processfofitransferringfundocumented¥individuals]
anmnnmmm procedures?

areas of Kayin State. Fol-
lowing necessary investi-
gations, these individuals
were officially transferred
to Thai authorities at the
Myanmar-Thailand Friend-
ship Bridge No. 2 at ap-
proximately 1:30 pm today,
in accordance with standard
procedures.

According to investiga-
tions into their incidents,
it was learnt that they were
lured online with high-pay-
ing computer and translation
jobs as incentives and then
arrived at Bangkok, Thai-

land, from their relevant
countries before continuing
to Thai border town Mae
Sot initially and later being
trafficked into and forced
to work in online scam
and gambling operations in
Myawady-Shwe Kokko and
KK Park areas by agents of
illegal Kyar Phyant opera-
tions by illegally crossing
the Thaung Yin River.

The government has
been cooperating with in-
ternational organizations
including neighbouring
countries to expose and res-

olutely take action against
those who operate or are
involved in online scam
and gambling and has been
offering necessary assis-
tance to victims. Regional
organizations, neighbour-
ing countries and citizens
are required to cooperate
in cracking down on online
scams and gambling as a
national duty by reporting
information about the is-
sues to relevant authorities
as soon as possible if they
receive such information.
100

Explainer: How the world reacts to Trump's
Gaza takeover proposal

Brussels February 6

U.S. President Donald
Trump's recent proposal
to take over Gaza by the
United States, made during
a joint press conference
with Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu
on Tuesday, has met with
widespread condemnation

from European, Middle
Eastern and other interna-
tional leaders.

Trump proposed that the
United States take control
of Gaza and redevelop it
after relocating Palestin-
ians, though no details were
provided on the resettlement
process.

While voicing their op-
position, many around the
world emphasize the impor-
tance of a two-state solution
as the path to lasting peace
in the region.

European officials re-
iterated their support for a
two-state solution.

The European Union

(EU) affirmed that Gaza is
integral to a future Palestin-
ian state.

"The EU remains firmly
committed to a two-state
solution, which we believe
is the only path to long-
term peace for both Is-
raelis and Palestinians,"
an EU spokesperson was

quoted by local media as
saying.

According to the French
presidential office Elysee,
French President Emma-
nuel Macron held a phone
talk on Wednesday with
his Egyptian counterpart,
Abdel-Fattah al-Sisi.

"Any forced displace-

ment of the Palestinian
population in Gaza or the
West Bank would be unac-
ceptable," the two leaders
stressed, pointing out that
it would be a serious viola-
tion of international law and
an obstacle to the two-state
solution.

Xinhua

of innocent people.

to protect the lives and property of the general public.

schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

Rublic:Notice for Eliminationt of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”

, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property
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