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President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
U Min Aung Hlaing and high-level Myanmar delegation
leaves Russian Federation, arrives in Belarus

President U Min Aung Hlaing being seen off at Vnukovo International Airport
in Moscow.

Nay Pyi Taw August 20

At the invitation of
President of the Republic of
Belarus Mr. Aleksandr Lu-
kashenko, President U Min
Aung Hlaing and a high-level
Myanmar delegation left Vnu-
kovo International Airport in
Moscow at local time 8am
today to pay an Official Visit
to the Republic of Belarus
following their Official Visit
to the Russian Federation paid
at the invitation of President
of the Russian Federation Mr.
Vladimir Putin.

The President and del-
egation were seen off at the
airport by Deputy Foreign
Affairs Minister of Russia Mr.
Andrey Yurevich Rudenko
and officials alongside the
Guard of Honour.

The President received the

salute of the Guard of Honour.
The national anthems of My-
anmar and Russia were played
as the guard of honor bid
farewell. The President then
left the airport for Belarus by
a special flight.

The President and the
high-level Myanmar delega-
tion arrived at the Minsk In-
ternational Airport in Belarus
at 9.45am local time and were
warmly welcomed by Deputy
Prime Minister of Belarus
H.E. Mr. Viktor Karankievch,
Deputy Minister of Foreign
Affairs H.E. Mr. Sergey Lu-
kashevich and officials of
the Belarusian cabinet, the
Belarusian Ambassador to
Myanmar, Myanmar Ambas-
sador of Belarus U Maung
Maung Soe and officials at
the airport.

Taking positions on both
sides of the red carpet, the
Guard of Honour welcomed
the President in accordance
with the tradition of welcom-
ing a Head of State who was
on a State Visit.

The President proceeded
to the Victory Monument
where he would pay tribute
and lay a wreath, and was
welcomed by officials there.

The Guard of Honour
played the national anthems
of the Republic of the Union
of Myanmar and the Republic

MYANMAR

B

was erected in Minsk in 1954
in honour of the Soviet sol-
diers and Belarusian partisans
who fell in the war against
Nazi invasion during the

of Belarus while the President | :

laid the wreath and paid trib- |
ute at the Victory Monument. |
The President received the
ceremonial march-past salute i
by the Guard of Honour and &

warmly greeted the officials.
The Victory Monument

President U Min Aung Hlaing arrives at Minsk International Airport of Belarus.

World War II. It is a his-
toric landmark of Belarus.
An Eternal Peace Flame is
continuous burning at the foot
of a 38-meter-high obelisk in
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President U Min Aun
ment in Minsk.
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memory of the fallen heroes.
It is a place where foreign
leaders and diplomats visit to
pay tribute.

g Hlaing lays a wreath and pays tribute at the Victory Monu-

World Insights: U.S. national debt tops 40 trillion dollars,
underscoring challenges ahead

New York August 20

The U.S. federal govern-
ment on Tuesday saw its total
public debt topping 40 trillion
U.S. dollars, according to a

Treasury Department report
issued on Wednesday.

The U.S. national debt
had surpassed 39 trillion dol-
lars in March, after crossing

the 30-trillion-dollar thresh-
old in January 2022.

The new milestone in rising
national debt underscores chal-
lenges to rein in widening bor-

rowing, stoking fresh concerns.

Growth of U.S. national
debt accelerated during the
global financial crisis and
COVID-19 pandemic but didn't

return to its previous state after
the crisis response period.

"It's shocking that we've
doubled the federal debt in
less than 10 years, and we

must change course," said
Michael Peterson, CEO of
the Peter G. Peterson Foun-
dation, in a statement on
Wednesday. Xinhua

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including schoolteachers,
and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is to protect
the lives and property of the general public.
3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property of innocent
people.
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President U Min Aung Hlaing delivers opening address
at Myanmar-Belarus Business Forum

President U Min Aung Hlaing delivers an opening address at the Myanmar-Belarus Business Forum.

Nay Pyi Taw August 20

President of the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar U
Min Aung Hlaing delivered
an address at the opening
of the Myanmar-Belarus
Forum at the President Ho-
tel in Minsk at 11 am local
standard time today.

The forum was also at-
tended by Belarusian Prime
Minister H.E. Mr. Alexander
Turchin, Union ministers
and officials who accom-
panied the President, the
Myanmar Ambassador to
the Republic of Belarus, the
Belarusian Ambassador to
Myanmar, officials of the
Belarusian Cabinet, the pa-
tron and party of the Repub-
lic of the Union of Myanmar
Federation of Chambers of
Commerce and Industry,
Myanmar and Belarusian
businesspeople and guests.

In his address, the Bela-
rusian Prime Minister stated
that he warmly welcomed
President U Min Aung Hla-
ing and the Myanmar del-
egation to the Republic of
Belarus. It is an immense
honour and pleasure to in-
augurate today's Belarus-
Myanmar Business Forum,
which clearly demonstrates
the positive momentum in
relations between our two
countries. He explained
friendly relations bewteen
Heads of State of both coun-
tries, promotion of coop-
eration, plans to enhance
investment and cooperation

between the two countries,
cooperation in industrial
production, and promotion
of cooperation in the un-
limited legal environment
for textile, personal good
industries, agriculture and
foodstuff, health and medi-
cine, advanced technology
science and nurturing hu-
man resources, and invest-
ment sectors and creation
of finance and transport
infrastructure.

In his speech, the Presi-
dent of Myanmar said that
the global economy is ad-
vancing rapidly today, lead-
ing countries to seek mu-
tually beneficial strategic
economic partnerships to
strengthen their economies.

More specifically, bilat-
eral economic cooperation
can be promoted much more
effectively by expanding
B2B collaboration, devel-
oping joint projects, shar-
ing investment insights and
opportunities, and working
together through dialogue to
resolve economic and trade
barriers.

This forum is a crucial
opportunity to deepen our
mutual cooperation in busi-
ness, investment, and trade,
based on the existing ties of
friendship between Myan-
mar and Belarus.

Myanmar-Belarusian
partner relations

Although Myanmar and
Belarus are geographically
distant, they are true friends

built upon deep friendship,
mutual understanding, and
trust. Since establishing
diplomatic relations in Sep-
tember 1999, reaching 26
years today, the relationship
between the two nations has
shown clear and remarkable
progress.

Furthermore, bilateral
relations have reached their
'closest' and 'highest' levels,
marked by the significant
milestone of upgrading the
Myanmar Consulate-Gen-
eral in Minsk, Belarus, to
an Embassy. Hewould also
like to express deep gratitude
to Belarus for consistently
standing firmly alongside
Myanmar and extending
steadfast support, not only
within our bilateral partner-
ship but also on the inter-
national stage, even during
challenging times.

Even amidst today's
mounting global geopoliti-
cal and geoeconomic chal-
lenges, Myanmar-Belarus
relations have grown strong-
er and more robust through
mutual trust. They remain
firmly committed to further
advancing these ties in the
future. Grounded in their
historically strong friend-
ship, the time has now ar-
rived to strategically elevate
and realize the economic
cooperation.

Promoting Bilateral
Economy, Investment,
and Trade

Foreign investment

serves as a driving engine
for boosting a nation's eco-
nomic growth. Therefore,
to foster national economic
development, both domes-
tic and foreign investments
are encouraged and wel-
comed in accordance with
the Myanmar Investment
Law and the Myanmar Spe-
cial Economic Zone Law.
Furthermore, to enhance
economic cooperation and
investment with strategic
partner countries, bilater-
al economic Memoranda
of Understanding (MoUs)
and agreements are con-
tinuously being signed and
implemented.

In this regard, the Agree-
ment on Trade and Eco-
nomic Cooperation between
Myanmar and Belarus was
signed on December 2, 2011.
Currently, focused efforts are
underway on vital processes
to advance bilateral econom-
ic cooperation and protect
investments.

Specifically, to enhance
investment promotion and
mutual cooperation, an MoU
on Investment Promotion
was signed between Myan-
mar and Belarus on Novem-
ber 28, 2025. In addition,
efforts are being made to
finalize and sign the Bilateral
Agreement on the Promotion
and Reciprocal Protection
of Investments as soon as
possible.

Similarly, several agree-
ments and MoUs covering

trade, economic, scientific,
technological, and cultur-
al cooperation have been
signed to support bilateral
economic partnership. These
include MoUs on scientific
and technological coopera-
tion, MoUs on customs co-
operation, and export credit
framework agreements.

Notably, to strategi-
cally expand comprehen-
sive, cross-sectoral col-
laboration—including
investment—the Roadmap
for Enhancing Coopera-
tion between Myanmar and
Belarus (2026-2028) has
been drafted, approved,
and signed. This roadmap
includes initiatives to en-
hance investment, trade,
and economic cooperation,
as well as detailed imple-
mentation plans for col-
laboration across various
sectors such as industry,
agriculture, healthcare,
banking, education, and
tourism.

This demonstrates that
the bilateral cooperation is
grounded in concrete time-
lines and defined targets,
marking an important new
milestone in advancing eco-
nomic relations. Domesti-
cally, to safeguard local
production and investments,
Myanmar has not only enact-
ed investment laws aligned
with international standards
but is also fully implement-
ing four Intellectual Prop-
erty laws. Consequently,
products manufactured and
innovated in Myanmar now
enjoy intellectual property
protections on par with in-
ternational standards.

Myanmar's Market

Conditions and Human
Resources

Drawing a circle with a
diameter of 4,000 kilometers
centered on Nay Pyi Taw
encompasses more than 4 bil-
lion people—over half of the
world's population. Myanmar
borders India and China, the
two most populous nations
on earth, serving as a vital
bridge connecting Southeast
Asian and broader Asian
markets while also facing the
Indian Ocean.

Additionally, the country
is centrally located across
key regional connectivity

routes, including the India—
Myanmar—Thailand Trilat-
eral Highway, the ASEAN
Highway Network, the East-
West Economic Corridor,
and the China—Myanmar
Economic Corridor. Myan-
mar has a population of 51
million, with a working-age
population comprising 67%.
Around 30% of the popula-
tion resides in urban areas,
while the remaining 70%
live in rural regions, where
approximately 50% of the
rural workforce is engaged
in industries based on agri-
culture, livestock, forestry,
and fisheries.

Investment Opportunities

in Myanmar

To deepen bilateral eco-
nomic collaboration, My-
anmar presents significant
opportunities for Belaru-
sian entrepreneurs. Myan-
mar serves as a geographic
bridge connecting China,
India, South Asia, Southeast
Asia, and the Indian Ocean.
Geostrategically located for
regional trade and business,
the country possesses vast
tracts of fertile land and
abundant natural resources.
Thanks to a tropical and
humid climate, agricultural
and livestock activities can
be carried out year-round. As
Belarus possesses advanced
livestock breeding tech-
nologies, Belarusian inves-
tors are invited to establish
poultry, swine, and cattle
farming operations in Myan-
mar to serve both domestic
needs and export markets in
neighboring China, India,
and wider Asia.

The government's eco-
nomic policy focuses on
leveraging the nation's land,
water, climate, and geo-
graphic advantages to tran-
sition toward an agro-based
industrialized economy.
Given the high quality of
Belarusian agricultural tech-
nology, chemical fertilizers,
and farm machinery, Be-
larusian enterprises are in-
vited to collaborate through
technology transfers and
investments across the entire
value chain—from primary
farming to food process-
ing—supporting Myanmar's
transition to a smart agricul-
ture system.  See Page 12
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Belarus Mr Alexander Turchin.

Nay Pyi Taw August 20
Prime Minister of the

Republic of Belarus H.E.
Mr. Alexander Turchin paid

@
Prime Minister of Republic of Belarus pays
courtesy call on President of Republic of Union of
Myanmar U Min Aung Hlaing

e
M

a courtesy call on President
of the Republic of the Union

of Myanmar U Min Aung
Hlaing on his official state
visit to Minsk, the Republic
of Belarus, at the President
Hotel in Minsk at 10.45 am
this morning.

First, the President
arrived at the hotel and
was cordially greeted by
the prime minister of the
Republic of Belarus.

Then, the President and
the prime minister held
exclusive talks. During the
talks, the prime Minister
extended his greetings by
saying the Republic of Be-
larus cordially welcomed
the official state visit to
the Republic of Belarus
by President of the Repub-
lic of the Union of Myan-
mar. It was learnt that our
president and His Excel-

lency Mr. President has
friendly personal relations
and have placed emphasis
on further strengthening
of bilateral friendship and
relations. The roadmap for
promotion of Myanmar-
Belarus bilateral coopera-
tion (2026-2028) has been
adopted and is being imple-
mented. It is believed that
matters related to further
improve the bilateral co-
operation will be discussed
during the current visit
and it will be a successful
one.

Then, the President re-
sponded to the greetings,
expressing his gratitude
for warmly welcoming the
high-level led by him. It
was found on arrival that the
weather was cool and pleas-

21-8-2026

ant in Minsk, the Republic
of Belarus. It was believed
that discussions could be
successfully held to achieve
success in multiple sectors
for bilateral friendship and
cooperation during the visit.
Myanmar is an ASEAN
member country and a close
friendly nation of Belarus in
Southeast Asia. Efforts will
be made to further improve
the bilateral friendship and
cooperation.

Afterward, the President
and the prime minister cor-
dially discussed multisec-
toral cooperation between
the two countries includ-
ing agriculture and live-
stock breeding, economic
and investment and further
potentials.

MNA

From Page 11
Furthermore, there is
potential to import and use
Belarusian high-quality ag-
ricultural machinery, equip-
ment and mechanical de-
vices in Myanmar. We would
also like to invite Belarusian
businesses to invest in joint
manufacturing ventures in
Myanmar. As another area
of opportunity, Myanmar is
encouraging greater domes-
tic production of consumer
goods, milk and dairy prod-
ucts, medicines and medical
supplies. There are many
opportunities for Belarus to
invest in these sectors as part
of economic cooperation
between the two countries.
In addition, the gov-
ernment is prioritizing in-
frastructure development,
which is essential for nation-
al economic growth. There-
fore, we invite investment
in business projects and
logistics services, including
modern warehouses, cold-
storage facilities and freight
transportation infrastructure.
Likewise, the govern-
ment is encouraging and in-
viting private investment to
ensure adequate electricity
supply in the country, par-
ticularly in power generation
projects using hydropower,
solar energy, wind energy
and biomass energy. In terms

of hydropower generation
under the renewable en-
ergy sector, Myanmar has
four major rivers—the Ay-
eyawady, Thanlwin, Chind-
win and Sittaung—as well
as more than 1,000 rivers
and streams. With annual
rainfall ranging from 2,000
to 5,000 millimeters, the
country has the potential to
generate up to 100 gigawatts
of hydropower, of which
40-50 gigawatts could be
commercially developed.
In addition, the Magway,
Mandalay and Sagaing re-
gions, which lie within the
tropical solar belt, have the
potential to generate up to
51,973.8 terawatt-hours of
solar energy annually.

The Tigyit, Nanma and
Mawlaik areas of Myan-
mar are also coal-producing
regions. Coal-fired power
plants could be constructed
using advanced technologies
that minimize environmental
impacts, thereby contribut-
ing to electricity sufficiency.
Therefore, we would like to
invite Belarusian businesses
to invest in power generation
projects.

Our government is un-
dertaking a digital trans-
formation to improve the
country’s economic and
investment environment
and enhance technology

services. We therefore invite
investment in technology
and digital service busi-
nesses. For this purpose, the
4,047-hectare Yadanarpon
Cyber City has been estab-
lished near PyinOoLwin in
central Myanmar. The area
also has all-weather road
access and an international-
standard airport capable of
accommodating jet aircraft,
facilitating convenient inter-
national travel.

Therefore, we would like
to invite interested Belaru-
sian investors to invest in
areas including the digital
transformation of govern-
ment services, information
and communications tech-
nology, applications of artifi-
cial intelligence (Al), digital
payment systems, and the
development of an innova-
tive business environment.

When investing in My-
anmar, your businesses can
establish and operate not
only industrial zones and
special economic zones but
also integrated agricultural
zones and industrial pro-
jects, depending on the type
of business and the strengths
of the respective regions and
states. As you are aware,
Myanmar has three special
economic zones: Thilawa,
Dawei and Kyaukpyu.

For Belarusian busi-

nesses seeking investment
opportunities, we would
also like to point out that the
Thilawa Special Economic
Zone, located near Yangon,
is currently the most suc-
cessful of the three. It has
transportation advantages
for international connec-
tivity and well-developed
infrastructure, making it
an ideal choice for export-
oriented and manufacturing
businesses. Likewise, in the
Dawei Special Economic
Zone, which is being devel-
oped through cooperation
between Myanmar and Rus-
sia, Belarusian companies
are invited to undertake
heavy industrial activities,
including the production of
tires and heavy machinery,
as well as heavy-duty trucks.

Furthermore, we would
like to invite investment
in mineral extraction and
processing activities in Tan-
intharyi Region. The re-
gion also offers a favorable
investment environment
for tourism and is there-
fore open to investment in
hotels and tourism-related
businesses.
Through economic coop-
eration, mutual benefits
can be achieved for both

countries

He noted that Belarus is a

member state of the Eurasian

Economic Union (EAEU).
He added that Myanmar, as
an ASEAN member state,
actively participates in ASE-
AN-EAEU cooperation,
following a Memorandum
of Understanding signed in
2018 to initiate collaboration
between the two blocs.

He stated that Myanmar
is actively participating in
economic cooperation un-
der ASEAN +1 FTAs and
RCEP, gaining market ac-
cess to relevant countries
and benefiting from tariff
preferences and exemptions
on its exports. He added that
Belarusian entrepreneurs,
by investing in Myanmar,
can connect to the ASEAN
and Asian markets, while
Myanmar products result-
ing from these investments
can enter the vast market
of EAEU member states
through Belarus, creating a
win-win situation. He there-
fore emphasized that both
countries serve as strategi-
cally important, mutually
beneficial gateways for trade
flows between the Asian and
European continents.

He emphasized that Be-
larus's robust industrial and
technological capabilities
should be combined with
Myanmar's natural and hu-
man resources to carry out
mutually beneficial econom-

ic cooperation. He added that
the necessary support will be
provided to the maximum
extent possible to ensure
smooth business operations
for Belarusian entrepre-
neurs starting investments in
Myanmar.

He noted that prominent
business organizations and
entrepreneurs from both
countries are attending the
forum, inviting Belarusian
entrepreneurs to study and
analyze Myanmar's invest-
ment opportunities to imple-
ment mutually beneficial,
long-term joint projects. He
added that boosting invest-
ment between Myanmar
and Belarus can advance
bilateral trade and economic
cooperation, while warm
people-to-people exchanges
will foster “a mutually ben-
eficial partnership, sustain-
able investment, and shared
development.”

He invited attendees to
open a new chapter in bi-
lateral strategic economic
cooperation through this fo-
rum and to walk the path of
development together with
full confidence.

Following the opening
ceremony, the President
and his party toured the
Myanmar product booths
on display.

MNA
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President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
U Min Aung Hlalng visits Grodno Azot chemical fertilizer factory

Nay Pyi Taw August 20
President of the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar U
Min Aung Hlaing, who is on
an Official Visit to Minsk,
the Republic of Belarus, flew
to Grodno by helicopter to

visit Grodno Azot chemical
fertilizer factory there at 12
noon today. The President
was accompanied by the
members of his delegation.
Along the flight from
Minsk to Grodno, the Presi-

Pre51dent U Min Aung Hlaing visits the Grodno Azot Fertilizer Plant in Belarus

dent and party had an aerial
view of the farming activi-
ties of Belarus, improving
road transport, and regional
development.

On arrival at the Grod-
no airport, the President

and party were warmly
welcomed by Mr. Yuri
Khadzhimuratovich, Gov-
ernor/Chairman of the Ex-
ecutive Committee for the
Grodno Region, and govern-
ment officials. The President
and party proceeded to the
airport from the airport by
car. At the factory, they were
cordially welcomed by Fac-
tory General Secretary Mr.
Lyashenko Igor Vasilyevich
and officials.

At the hall of the fac-
tory, the President and party
attended a luncheon hosted
by the governor in their hon-
our. After the luncheon, the
President and the governor
exchanged commemorative
gifts.

At the factory meeting
hall, the President heard a
report on the history of the
factory, its functions, avail-
able occupational trainings,

annual production volume,

production of chemical fer-
tilizers for farming to ensure
domestic food sufficiency
as well for exports, produc-
tion of other goods by the
factory, manufacturing of
nylon robes and accessories
that have market demand,
market distribution, and ne-
gotiations to export chemical
fertilizers to Myanmar, pre-
sented by the factory general
secretary and officials.

Regarding the briefings,
the President made inquiries
and engaged in discussions.
Afterwards, the President
signed the factory’s guest-
book.

The President and del-
egation members viewed
a scale model of the ferti-
lizer factory displayed in
the showroom. The gen-
eral secretary of the factory
presented a Grodno Azot

fertilizer factory emblem to
the President. The President
toured the factory by vehi-
cle, where he made inquir-
ies, engaged in discussions
regarding the clarifications
presented by officials.

The President and party
left the airport in Grodno
where they were seen off by
the governor and officials.

The Grodno Azot fer-
tilizer factory, located in
Grodno, Belarus, has been
operating since 1963 and
is one of Europe's larg-
est state-owned nitrogen-
based fertilizer and chemical
manufacturing facilities. It is
an economically vital enter-
prise for Belarus, primarily
producing ammonia, urea,
and various nitrogen fertiliz-
ers, which support the do-
mestic agricultural sector as
well as exports to numerous
countries worldwide. MNA

Vice President Daw Nan Ni Ni Aye delivers speech at meeting 1/2026
of National Committee on the nghts of Persons with Dlsablhtles

Nay Pyi Taw August 20

Vice President of the Re-
public of the Union of Myan-
mar Daw Nan Ni Ni Aye who
chairs the National Commit-
tee on the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities delivered an
address at the meeting 1/2026
of the national committee at
the meeting hall of the Min-
istry of Social Welfare, Relief
and Resettlement in Nay Pyi
Taw this afternoon.

Also present at the meet-
ing were Vice Chairs of the
national committee Union
Minister for Social Welfare,
Relief and Resettlement Dr
Soe Win and Chairman of the
Myanmar Federation of Per-
sons with Disabilities U Thein
Han Thu, committee member
Union Minister for Women’s
Affairs Dr Thet Thet Zin,
deputy ministers, the Nay Pyi
Taw Council member, depart-
mental heads, representatives
of the organizations of persons
with disabilities, and officials
together with social affairs
ministers of region and state
governments through video
conferencing.

In her speech, the Vice-
President said that the persons
with disabilities are an impor-
tant part of society, and it is
essential to ensure that they

enjoy equal rights alongside
others. Therefore, the govern-
ment is fully implementing
the necessary laws, bylaws,
and policies for persons with
disabilities, striving to create
equal opportunities in educa-
tion, healthcare, employment,
and accessibility/mobility.
Furthermore, she emphasized
that the National Commit-
tee should identify and dis-
seminate information that
people with various types of
disabilities and their caregiv-
ing families need to know, as
well as essential details on
how to access support and
assistance.

In doing so, efforts must
also be made to eliminate
mockery and discrimina-
tion against persons with
disabilities and to foster hu-
man rights-based perspec-
tives. Accessibility in living,
mobility, and facility usage
is crucial when addressing
disability affairs. Therefore,
ministries and municipal
committees must prioritize
and implement measures
within approved budget al-
locations in accordance with
the Myanmar National Build-
ing Code. To support the
education and development of
persons with disabilities, the

Ministry of Social Welfare,
Relief and Resettlement has
opened nine department-run
schools, providing systematic
care. Furthermore, within the
government’s 100-day ini-
tiative, an additional training
school for the children with
disabilities was opened in
Ottarathiri Township, Nay Pyi
Taw, and has commenced pro-
viding care for children with
disabilities.

To enable persons with
disabilities to live with mini-
mal dependency, the private
sector needs to collaborate
alongside the state in fa-
cilitating their entry into the
practical workforce once they
are mentally and physically
prepared, including through
education and training. Em-
phasis must be placed on
creating job opportunities
based on their distinct, ex-
ceptional capabilities across
different types of disabilities.
Furthermore, concerted ef-
forts must be made to ensure
their participation not only in
economic enterprises but also
in social, cultural, sports, and
artistic fields.

In the healthcare sector,
the Ministry of Health has
already issued directives
to provide medical care on

Vice President Daw Nan Ni Ni Aye addresses the meetlng 1/2026 of the Natlonal
Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

a priority basis to persons
with disabilities without the
need to wait in queues at
hospitals and clinics, as well
as to treat them as a priority
group eligible for free emer-
gency healthcare, laboratory
testing, and medical imaging
diagnostics. Furthermore,
as persons with disabilities
are highly vulnerable when
facing natural disasters, it is
essential to take their needs
into consideration and inte-
grate them into disaster risk
reduction initiatives.

The Vice President stated
that in implementing meas-
ures for the mental and physi-

cal development of persons
with disabilities, officials
from relevant departments
and organizations must work
in concerted unison alongside
the Union Government. Fur-
thermore, she urged everyone
to view promoting the rights
of persons with disabilities as
a fundamental responsibil-
ity for social justice, to fully
cooperate under the State’s
leadership, and to discuss
effective, beneficial recom-
mendations for persons with
disabilities in today’s meeting.

The Vice Chair (1) dis-
cussed the implementation
of the tasks for rights of the

persons with disabilities while
Secretary of the National
Committee Deputy Minister
Dr Thant Zaw Lwin reported
on the accomplishment for the
previous minutes.

The attendees discussed
sectoral implementation for
the rights of the persons with
disabilities and future plans
whereas committee members
representatives of the persons
with disabilities submitted the
reports on requirements to be
fulfilled. The Vice President
responded to the discussions
and coordinated the measures
before giving the concludig
remarks. MNA



( Tatmadaw News)

@R

21-8-2026

The 9™ Thailand-Myanmar High Level Committee

Meeting takes place

General Ye Win Oo attends the 9™ Thailand-Myanmar High Level Committee Meeting.

Nay Pyi Taw August 20

The 9™ Thailand-Myan-
mar High Level Committee
Meeting, hosted by Thai-
land, takes place this morn-
ing at the Grand Ballroom of
the Chatrium Grand Hotel in
Bangkok, Thailand.

The meeting is attended
by Commander-in-Chief of
Defence Services General
Ye Win Oo, Chief of General
Staff (Army, Navy and Air)
General Ko Ko Oo, and sen-
ior military officers from the
Office of the Commander-
in-Chief, alongside Chief of
Defence Forces of the Royal
Thai Armed Forces General

Ukris Boontanondha and
senior officers from the
Royal Thai Armed Forces.

First, General Ye Win
0o and General Ukris Boon-
tanondha delivered their
opening remarks.

In his opening remarks,
the Chief of Defence Forces
of the Royal Thai Armed
Forces notes that this meet-
ing serves as the highest-
level mechanism for co-
operation between the two
armed forces and plays a
vital role in practically so-
lidifying their friendship
and close relations. He adds
that it is conducted with the

shared objectives of main-
taining peace, stability, and
security in the border arcas
of both countries, as well
as enabling the citizens of
both nations to enjoy bet-
ter lives, prosperity, and
sustainable development.
He therefore emphasizes
his firm belief that the close
relationship between the
two armed forces, built on
understanding, trust, and co-
operation, will overcome all
challenges and difficulties
together.

He states that through
the strong commitment and
determination of both armed

forces, today’s meeting is
successfully held, express-
ing confidence that all joint
objectives will be fully real-
ized. He notes that the prac-
tical measures presented
for strengthening relations
and cooperation will con-
tribute to security, safety,
and mutual understand-
ing, paving the way toward
closer cooperation across
various fields in the future.
He reaffirms that the com-
mitments made by former
Chiefs of Defence Forces
of the Royal Thai Armed
Forces for the security and
prosperity of both nations

and their peoples will be up-
held, emphasizing that these
commitments will endure to
maintain cooperation and
further deepen sustainable,
close relations between the
two armed forces.
General Ye Win Oo
then delivers his opening
remarks, stating that the
HLC meeting is held with
key objectives: to enhance
cooperation between the
two armed forces, establish
guidelines for military col-
laboration in addressing
border security issues, and
consult on continuing the
work of Regional Border
Committees (RBC) and
Township Border Commit-
tees (TBC). He adds that it
also aims to maintain and
promote stability, peace,
and socio-economic devel-
opment for citizens of both
countries living along the
Myanmar-Thailand border,
as well as make necessary
arrangements to resolve bor-
der security issues and other
challenges. He notes that
meetings are held regularly
to build deeper mutual trust,
understanding, and coopera-
tion between the two armed
forces, highlighting that the
38th Regional Border Com-
mittee Meeting (38" RBC)
was successfully hosted by
Myanmar in Kengtung from

June 29 to July 1. He further
emphasizes that regular
talks, meetings, and ex-
change visits are conducted
between the respective Na-
vies and Air Forces, which
successfully strengthens
cooperation between the two
armed forces.

The High-Level Com-
mittee (HLC) meeting be-
tween the two armed forces
is expected to further so-
lidify mutual understand-
ing, trust, and friendship
between the Myanmar and
Thai militaries. It is fully
believed that the discussions
will contribute to stronger
and more robust relations,
with a commitment to con-
tinuously improve coop-
eration and collaboration
between the two sides.

The HLC meeting serves
as a platform for open and
transparent dialogue be-
tween the Myanmar and
Thai armed forces on mat-
ters of mutual benefit, in-
cluding the socio-econom-
ic development, stability,
and security of the peoples
of both nations. Through
this meeting, it is strongly
believed that invaluable
benefits will be realized in
shaping peace, security and
development in the border
regions of the two countries.

See Page 15

Commander-in-Chief of Royal Thai Armed Forces hosts
dinner in honor of Myanmar Tatmadaw delegation led by
Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services General Ye Wln Oo

Nay Pyi Taw August 20

Commander-in-Chief of
Royal Thai Armed Forces
General Ukris Boontanondha
hosted a dinner in honor of
the Myanmar Tatmadaw del-
egation led by Commander-
in-Chief of Defence Services
General Ye Win Oo, which
attended the 9th Thailand-
Myanmar High Level Com-
mittee Meeting, this evening.

Also present together with
the Commander-in-Chief of
Defence Services were his
wife Daw Nilar, Chief of
General Staff (Army, Navy
and Air) General Ko Ko Oo
and his wife, senior officers
from the Office of the Com-

mander-in-Chief of Defence
Services and their wives,
Myanmar Military Attache
(Army, Navy and Air) Brig-
Gen Win Thu Lin and his wife
and the Commander-in-Chief
of Royal Thai Armed Forces
was accompanied by his wife
Mrs. Raveena Boontanon-
dha and senior officers of
Royal Thai Armed Forces and
their wives.

First, the Commander-
in-Chief of Defence Services
and his wife were greeted by
the Commander-in-Chief of
Royal Thai Armed Forces and
his wife. Then, the Command-
ers-in-Chief of the two armed
forces extended greetings.

Afterward, while they were
enjoying the dinner together,
cultural troupes of Royal Thai
Armed Forces entertained
them with songs, traditional
puppet shows and dances.
After the dinner, the Com-
mander-in-Chief of Defence
Services and his wife and
the Commander-in-Chief of

Royal Thai Armed Forces and

his wife exchanged gifts.

Then, the two Command- ¢
ers-in-Chief and their wives |
presented cash awards and §

honorary flower baskets to

the artists, who performed |
musics and dances, before |

posing for documentary
photographs. 100

2

General Ye Win Oo extends greetings at the dinner.
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Tatmadaw columns apprehend 23 online fraud and
gambling perpetrators along with equipment in

W,

Ten illegal Chinese nationals arrested for online fraud and gam-
bling operations, along with seized related equipment, in Kehsi
Township, Southern Shan State.

Nay Pyi Taw August 20

As online fraud and online
gambling scams threaten global
socioeconomic stability and na-
tional security, the Government
is actively combating them as
a national task. Authorities are
effectively uncovering and crack-
ing down on operations based in
border areas while taking strin-
gent legal actions against do-
mestic offenders. As part of these
stepped-up efforts, military col-

umns successfully uncovered and
arrested 23 individuals engaged
in online fraud and gambling,
along with their related equip-
ment, in Kehsi Township, Southern
Shan State.

Acting on tip-offs from respon-
sible local citizens that individuals
involved in online fraud and gam-
bling were hiding and operating
out of temporary makeshift shel-
ters in Kehsi Township, military
columns conducted step-by-step

Equipment and accessories used

gambling activities.

intelligence follow-ups and secu-
rity operations. This morning, at
a location approximately 9,900
meters north of Wan Hpun Vil-
lage and 2,900 meters northeast of
Ponelong Village in Kehsi Town-
ship, security forces arrested 10
Chinese male nationals who had
crossed into Myanmar illegally
to run online fraud and gambling
operations. Seized items used in
their illicit operations included one
40-by-20-foot temporary tarpaulin

Kehsi Township, Southern Shan State

in operating online fraud and

living shelter, one 60-by-20-foot
temporary tarpaulin living shel-
ter, one 50-by-10-foot temporary
tarpaulin workshop shelter, one
40-by-20-foot temporary tarpau-
lin kitchen shelter, four Starlink
sets, 26 assorted mobile phones,
two tablets, one laptop, eight
network switch boxes, 12 Wi-Fi
routers, four POS payment termi-
nals, one large power generator,
two refrigerators, and related
accessories.

Military columns subsequently
conducted systematic area clear-
ance operations in surrounding

* areas to ensure no further scam

operations remained. They appre-
hended another six illegal Chinese
male nationals engaging in online
scams roughly 3,000 meters north-
west of Ponelong Village, and an
additional seven illegal Chinese
male nationals roughly 3,900
meters north of Ponelong Village.
In total, 23 Chinese male nation-

. als engaged in online fraud and

gambling operations were arrested.

Following standard investiga-
tion procedures, the arrested perpe-
trators will face decisive and stern
legal action in accordance with
existing laws, and the confiscated
operational equipment will be
processed according to official pro-
tocols. Furthermore, the illegally
constructed living and work shel-
ters will be systematically disman-
tled and destroyed. Crackdown
operations will continue actively
at full momentum with a focused
commitment to completely eradi-
cate online fraud and gambling
bases. 100

From Page 14

Following the opening re-
marks, the outcomes of the
38" Regional Border Commit-
tee Meeting were presented
by Major General Narongrit
Panigabutr, Deputy Commander
of the Royal Thai Army's 3%
Army Area. Additionally, is-
sues successfully discussed at
the Joint Secretary Meeting
(JSM) were briefed by Lieuten-
ant General Chumphot Nurak-
kate, Joint Secretary of the HLC

and Director-General of Border
Affairs.

Subsequently, the co-chairmen
of the Thailand-Myanmar High-
Level Committee Meeting—the
Commander-in-Chief of the De-
fence Services of Myanmar and
the Commander-in-Chief of the
Royal Thai Armed Forces—rati-
fied the matters deliberated during
the session.

The meeting was concluded
with closing addresses deliv-
ered by both Commanders-in-

Chief, followed by the signing
and exchange of agreements
from the 9" Thailand-Myanmar
High-Level Committee Meeting.
Commemorative plaques were
also exchanged, and the Royal
Thai Armed Forces Command-
er-in-Chief presented two air
quality measurement devices to
the Myanmar Commander-in-
Chief. The event culminated in
a group photo session with all
attendees.

The Joint Secretary Meeting

for the 9" Thailand-Myanmar
High-Level Committee Meet-
ing was held in Bangkok from
August 16 to 19. Key areas of
cooperation discussed included
mutual exchange of goodwill
visits, joint military meetings,
agricultural collaboration, edu-
cation and training cooperation,
counter-terrorism efforts, military
cultural exchanges, military medi-
cal cooperation, humanitarian as-
sistance and disaster relief, border
stability and law enforcement,

drug prevention and control, cy-
bercrime combat, people-centric
initiatives, maritime security and
safety enhancement, cross-border
forest fire and haze prevention,
flood early warning systems and
remote monitoring stations, and
joint efforts to combat water pol-
lution in border rivers. The 10th
Myanmar-Thailand High-Level
Committee Meeting is sched-
uled to be hosted by Myanmar
in 2027.

100

Israel admits Killing five-year-old Hind Rajab but clears troops
over aid worker deaths

Jerusalem August 20

Israel has acknowledged that
its troops killed Hind Rajab, a
five-year-old Palestinian girl, and
opened a criminal investigation
into the incident. At the same time,
it has refused to pursue a probe into
the death of seven World Central
Kitchen aid workers in a separate
attack.

Both incidents occurred in 2024
and prompted international outrage
over the conduct of Israeli forces,
making them among the most
notorious civilian casualties of the

Gaza war.

The contrasting decisions have
triggered outrage over Australian
citizen Zomi Frankcom, who was
among the seven slain aid work-
ers. Canberra summoned Israeli
Ambassador Hillel Newman on
Thursday, with Australian Foreign
Minister Penny Wong demanding
accountability.

Five-year-old Hind Rajab was
fleeing Gaza City’s Tel al-Hawa
neighborhood with relatives in Jan-
uary 2024 when their car came un-
der heavy Israeli fire. Independent

investigators later found hundreds
of bullet impacts and estimated that
an Israeli tank had been only meters
away and would have easily identi-
fied the car passengers as civilians.

Hind survived the initial attack
and spent hours trapped inside the
car alongside her dead relatives,
pleading with Palestinian Red
Crescent dispatchers by phone to
rescue her. An ambulance sent to
reach her after coordinating its
movement with the Israeli military
was subsequently shelled, killing
two paramedics. RT

Protester holds

photo of Hind Rajab, five-year old Palestinian
girl who was Kkilled by Israeli forces in Gaza in 2024.
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