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Chairman of State Administration Council Prime Minister Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing addresses SAC government meeting

NAY PYI TAW May 19

The State Administration Council
government held its work coordinat-
ion meeting at the SAC Chairman’s
Office here this morning, addressed
by Chairman of State Administration
Council Prime Minister Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing.

Also present were Vice Chairman of
State Administration Council Deputy
Prime Minister Vice-Senior General
Soe Win, SAC Secretary General
Aung Lin Dway, SAC Joint Secretary
General Ye Win Oo, SAC members, union
level dignitaries, union ministers, the
Nay Pyi Taw Council chair; region/state
chief ministers, and deputy ministers.

Political developments

In his keynote address, the Senior
General said the SAC government ass-
umed the duties of the State in accord
with the 2008 Constitution because of
vote rigging in 2020 multi-party demo-
cracy general election. Since its assump-
tion of the duties, the SAC government
has appointed both military personnel
and civilians as union level dignitaries,
region/state chief ministers in a fair
manner. During its days in office, the
SAC government has striven to achieve

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing delivers address at the meeting.

success in carrying out the task.

Throughout history of Myanmar,
educational and economic weaknesses
can be found in regions and states.
Those weaknesses have led to the
appearance of political instigations
throughout the successive periods, and
they were recorded in history as lessons
of the past. Non-disintegration of Union
was taken into account in writing the 2008
Constitution and adopting multi-party
democracy. Federal rights are also in-
cluded in the rights the 2008 Constitution
has provided to regions and states.

After the 2010 multi-party democracy
general election, the state duties were
transferred to the party that won the
election. During its administration under
multi-party democracy, disagreements
appeared in the ruling party. During
the term of the first democracy govern-
ment, negotiations were held with EAOs
for achieving internal peace, and the
nationwide ceasefire agreement (NCA)
could be signed. During the time, the
opposition NLD party launched anti-
NCA campaigns.

Tatmadaw provided cooperation to
the most possible degree during the term
of the second democracy government

in2015. The said government had never
organized a National Defence and Se-
curity Council meeting even in the times
that were vital for the country. In addition,
it approved the unlawful provisions and
did many acts that were against the
law.

The nation saw an about Ks-12 billion
trade deficit during the first democracy
government, and another about Ks-12
billion during the second democracy
government, about Ks-25 billion mark.
The governments tried to solve the pro-
blem with foreign aid, loans and income
from non-trade activities. The data
showed an increase in the number of
students at schools during the first
democracy government. But it dropped
during the COVID-19 epidemic. Such
trends in education must be aware of.

The State Peace and Development
Council government set up special re-
gions for achieving internal peace in
1989. The first democracy government
was able to sign the NCA. There were
alot of hardships in the peace process
throughout history. The second demo-
cracy government changed the name
of the peace conference to 21% century
Panglong conference. Hence, the appe-

arance of possible hardships due to
historical events had to be notified.

The Tatmadaw realized the way to
multiparty democracy. The Tatmadaw
had already declared the adoption of
multi-party democracy in 1988, according
to the aspiration of the people. As the
name of the book “the country was young,
and the storm was fierce” compiled by
Col Tin Maung (retired), during that
time, democracy was young, and the
storm was fierce.

As the government has taken respo-
nsibilities of the State in accordance
with the 2008 Constitution, it is essential
to proceed towards a multi-party demo-
cratic system desired by the people.
Therefore, elections must be held as
originally intended. It would be best if
elections could be held on a nationwide
scale. However, just as it was not possible
to achieve full implementation in the
multiparty general elections of 2010,
2015, and 2020, the election was held
amidst various difficulties during the
AFPFL period. In holding elections, it
is important that they are free, fair,
and successful. The Constitution outli-
nes significant provisions regarding the

See Page - 19 0@
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convening of the Hluttaw (Parliament)
under Sections 85, 128, and 155. A review
of the laws shows that elections can
be held successfully with substantial
participation. Administering national
affairs through an elected government
is ultimately the best course for the
country. The Constitution also stipulates
that elections can be held based on the
final decision of the National Defence
and Security Council.

In carrying out political responsibili-
ties, the government is implementing
the separation of powers among the
legislative, executive, and judicial bran-
ches. With regard to administration,
authority has been delegated from the
ward and village levels up to the state
and region levels. The government is
operating in accordance with the poli-
cies laid down by the Constitution of
the Republic of the Union of Myanmar.
Therefore, it is necessary for those from
administrative bodies at the state and
regional levels, as well as at the district,
township, ward, and village levels, to
possess sufficient qualifications. Those
who hold administrative responsibili-
ties and civil servants must remain free
from party politics. Accordingly, admi-
nistrators must not only be well-qualified
but also possess administrative compe-
tence, legal knowledge, and a vision for
regional development.

Development of education
sector must be initiated

In order to carry out such tasks effe-
ctively, it is essential to develop qualified
and capable human resources. It is also
necessary to implement economic
development, as only with the presence
of educated individuals can the future
of the nation be assured with confidence.
Therefore, it is important to consistently
hold this belief. Our country has faced
weaknesses in the education sector
since before gaining independence.
This can be understood by studying
the historical background of the nation.
There are also historical records indi-
cating that, during the reign of ancient
kings, scholars were sent to European
countries for further study. Thus, it is
necessary to revisit and analyze the
education systems practised during the
monarchical era and those used across
generations. Regarding the weaknesses
in education, reforms and improvements
must be actively undertaken to enhance
the sector. The State Administration
Council in its tenure has worked to
significantly improve the education
system. At education conferences, not
only were topics presented, but practical
decisions on how to enhance the educa-
tion system were made and implement-
ed. It is also necessary to consider
how students who sat for matriculation
exams but were unsuccessful can still
contribute meaningfully to the nation.
Therefore, in consultation with respon-
sible officials and experts, efforts have

been made to introduce polytechnic
education in relevant fields so that
students can enter the workforce. The
establishment of Polytechnic Universi-
ties that combine computer studies and
technology has been successful, and
tangible outcomes have been observed.
It is crucial for us to manage and im-
plement educational reforms with a
long-term perspective in mind. Many
students drop out as early as the mid-
dle school level. As a result, schools
offering vocational training in agricul-
ture, livestock breeding, and indust-
rial arts have been opened and have
achieved notable success. Itis essential
to produce skilled professionals in the
fields of agriculture, livestock, and
industry.

Due to the powerful Mandalay earth-
quake that struck on 28 March, some
matriculation exam answer sheets were
damaged or destroyed. As a result,
arrangements had to be made for the
exams to be retaken. Although there
have been suggestions to grant passing
marks through leniency since the
damage was caused by a natural disaster,
it was decided that students should
retake the exams in accordance with
academic integrity and international
standards. The government has also
been providing necessary support and
assistance to ensure smooth and
convenient conditions for students and
teachers in the areas where the exams
are to be retaken.

Regarding the reopening of schools,
May 22°¢ marks the beginning of school
enrollment week. Regional and state
chief ministers, along with responsible
officials, must ensure that all schools
in their respective areas are able to
reopen. It is essential that terrorist
groups refrain from any actions that
disrupt education. If the education
sector is obstructed or destroyed, the
affected regions will lag behind others.
Terrorists must understand that under-
mining education is tantamount to
destroying their own future.

Promoting the health sector

The health sector still faces significant
challenges. Daily social activities often
lack health-conscious behaviour, and
public awareness regarding health
remains insufficient. In some regions,
violence and conflicts have further wea-
kened healthcare systems. Improving
health outcomes is not solely the res-
ponsibility of medical professionals but
requires cooperation from all related
personnel and the general public. The
government has implemented key
policies, including the principle that
only the healthy can work and study,
the recognition that nothing is more
valuable than human life, and the man-
date that every hospital must have
doctors. Efforts have been made to
deploy necessary health workers and
provide medical supplies. When the
current administration assumed office,

many civil servants, including health
workers, had already left their posts.
During the COVID-19 pandemic and
political conflicts, the government mo-
bilized available resources to address
these crises, even deploying military
doctors and medics across the country
to ensure treatment. The primary focus
remains on safeguarding public health.
Further improvements are needed,
particularly in hospital infrastructure
and land allocation. Education and
healthcare are fundamental sectors
that require sustained investment and
collaboration. Officials at all levels,
including regional and state authorities,
must work together to strengthen these
areas.
Preparing for natural disasters

Myanmar has endured severe natural
disasters, including pandemics, extreme
weather events, conflicts, and earth-
quakes, resulting in substantial losses
for both the state and its citizens. In
2023, Cyclone Mocha struck Rakhine
State, causing damages worth Ks-534.146
billion. The government allocated over
Ks-73.797 billion for recovery efforts,
let alone spending by the public. The
following year, Cyclone Yagi brought
torrential rains, leading to losses of
Ks-466.231 billion, with Ks-54.807 billion
designated for reconstruction. Additi-
onally, the March 28 earthquake in
Mandalay resulted in damages totaling
Ks-3,629.288 billion, and recovery ope-
rations are still underway. Without these
disasters, the country’s development
progress would have been far greater.
Beyond natural calamities, terrorist
activities have also inflicted heavy cas-
ualties, destroyed public infrastructure,
and caused significant losses to civilian
property—all of which represent major
setbacks for the nation. To minimize
the impact of such disasters, robust
preparedness measures are essential.
At the same time, armed conflicts con-
tinue to cause immense destruction,
underscoring the urgent need for peace-
building efforts.

Regarding the economy; it is essential
for a country to be economically strong
to achieve progress. It is the responsi-
bility of the government to strengthen
the economy. As the country’s GDP is
lower than that of neighboring countries,
greater efforts must be exerted than
are currently being made.The govern-
ment will focus on setting policies, while
the regions and states will be responsible
for their effective implementation. It is
the government’s duty to create employ-
ment opportunities and promote job
growth. To support this, loans are being
provided, and necessary needs are
being addressed.However, the work
carried out by the regions and states
has not been as successful as expected.
Itis evident that the goals and objectives
in agricultural activities have not yet
been achieved. In the case of oilseed
crops, yields remain low, and the country
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still relies on imports.According to cal-
culations, the national income has
declined by over US$-8 billion as a result
of falling short of the agricultural
production targets.If the full potential
of sequential cropping is utilized, it could
generate an additional revenue of
approximately US$-14 billion. Although
the country possesses fertile land and
labor resources, income levels remain
low due to the lack of practical imple-
mentation.Another important factor to
consider is the instability of currency
values. If domestic goods production
can be increased to boost national
income, it would help stabilize the
currency and prevent a rise in com-
modity prices. Therefore, it is essential
to carry out responsibilities effectively
and actively promote economic growth.
It is necessary to identify solutions to
the rising cost of goods and to take
measures to address the high cost of
production as well as the imbalance
between supply and demand.Therefore,
efforts must be made to increase pro-
duction.
The provision of adequate
electricity and the improvement
of road connectivity

Regarding the electricity sector; there
was a need that was addressed by uti-
lizing solar energy to provide electricity
in a short time. Although terrorists have
been destroying, disrupting, and threa-
tening factories, workshops, and electri-
city transmission towers to hinder
electricity generation, appreciation is
extended to the employees of the Mini-
stry of Electric Power for their dedicated
efforts in ensuring the provision of
electricity.It is also observed that the
Ministry of Transport and Communica-
tions is making efforts to repair damage
caused by terrorist bombings and the
destruction of roads and bridges within
days and hours.It was also noted that
the Ministry of Construction is working
to repair damaged roads and bridges
as promptly as possible.Without effective
transportation and communication,
numerous challenges arise in achieving
economic development, which in turn
impacts the socio-economic lives of the
people. Therefore, the efforts of the
relevant ministries are duly recog-
nized.He discussed the importance of
establishing a government that the
public can trust and rely on, as well as
the need to create a positive historical
legacy.

Subsequently, the Chairman of the
Nay Pyi Taw Council and the Chief Mini-
sters of the Regions and States discussed
and presented regional data summaries
by region and state, the status of regional
development activities, current progress
in the administrative, economic, and
social sectors, as well as general reports.
The first day of the coordinationmeet-
ing was reportedly concluded in the
evening.
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Putin-Trump phone call underway - report

MOSCOW May 19

On Saturday, US President Donald
Trump announced that he plans to
speak by phone with Russian President
Vladimir Putin on May 19.

The phone conversation between
Putin and Trump is still going on, the
New York Times reported, citing the
White House officials.

Earlier, Reuters reported, citing the
White House officials, that the phone
call had started.

The two leaders last spoke on March
18, engaging in a two-hour conversa-
tion—the longest between them to date.
During this call, they agreed to a 30-day
halt in strikes targeting energy infras-
tructure in both Russia and Ukraine.

Peskov added that the telephone

conversation represented another step
toward a potential in-person meeting
between the two presidents, emphasiz-
ing that such a meeting would need to
be properly prepared.

Prior to this, Putin and Trump had a
90-minute phone call on February 12,
during which they discussed the situa-
tion in Ukraine.

The US leader called for an immediate
end to the hostilities and a peaceful
resolution to the crisis.

Trump said he and Putin agreed on
the necessity of stopping the conflict
in Ukraine.

During their conversation, the Russian
president emphasized the importance
of addressing the root causes of the
conflict in Ukraine. Sputnik
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Afghan war crimes probe could blow the lid off the UK military’s darkest secrets

LONDON May 19

UK special forces committed
horrific Killings of civilians in
Afghanistan, yet authorities
showed no urgency to investi-
gate, M. Ilyas Khan, political
analyst and former Pakistan

tells Sputnik.

"The current inquiry by the
Royal Court of Justice, if taken
tothe end in an objective manner
and without allowing any official
quarters to influence its out-
comes, is seen by some observers

bes into British military conduct
in modern history," Khan says.

"The involvement of British
Special Air Service (SAS) in kill-
ing 'unarmed non-combatants'
during 2010-13 was first disclosed
by the BBC Panorama in 2022,"

After the BBC report, UK
military leaders publicly denied
the allegations. But later, in an
internal memo, the British De-
fence Ministry described those
"allegations" as "broadly accu-
rate." This apparently meant

Despite the damning findings,
authorities dragged their feet
and didn’t launch an indepen-
dent inquiry until 2025. They
are now hearing testimonies
from whistleblowers, military
personnel, families of victims,

correspondent for the BBC,

as one of the most significant pro-

according to the analyst.

they were aware.

and legal experts.  Sputnik

N .
MOGADISHU May 19
At least 10 people were killed on
Sunday when a suicide bomber detonat-
ed explosives outside a military base
in Somalia’s capital, Mogadishu. The
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attacker targeted a line of teenage re-
cruits, where scores of young men were
waiting to enlist.

The blast occurred at the entrance
of the Damanyo military facility and

has been claimed by the militant Islamist
group Al-Shabaab.

Witnesses at the scene described
adevastating aftermath, with scattered
footwear and the remains of the suicide
bomber strewn across the area.

A military captain identifying himself
as Suleiman described the attack, saying
a man exited a speeding tuk-tuk, ran
into a queue, and detonated explosives.
“I saw 10 people dead, including recruits
and passers-by. The death toll may
rise,” he told Reuters.

Medical personnel at a nearby military
hospital confirmed to Reuters that 30
people had been admitted with injuries.
Six of them succumbed to their wounds
shortly after arrival.

Security forces swiftly cordoned off the
blast site, restricting access as emergency
services and investigators moved in.

In a statement released the same

Suicide bombing Kills 10 in African state

day, Al-Shabaab claimed responsibility
for the bombing, alleging it had killed
30 soldiers and wounded 50 more. The
group, which maintains links to Al-
Qaeda, has been waging a prolonged
insurgency in Somalia since 2007.
Government officials have yet to publicly
respond to the attack.

The explosion bears similarities to a
deadly incident in 2023 when a suicide
bomber Kkilled 25 soldiers at the Jale
Siyad base, situated directly across
from Damanyo.

Sunday’s bombing came just one day
after the assassination of Colonel Ab-
dirahmaan Hujaale, commander of
Battalion 26, who was Killed in Somalia’s
Hiiran region. The killing occurred amid
growing concerns over reported infilt-
ration of government and security ranks
by Al-Shabaab operatives.

RT

2 killed, 1 missing after train hits pedestrians in U.S. Ohio

CHICAGO May 19

the two children involved, one is missing and the although no further details about the location were

Two people were Kkilled and one child is missing
after a train hit several pedestrians in the northwest
of the U.S. state of Ohio Sunday night, authorities
said.

The incident happened at 7:30 p.m. (2330 GMT) at
the Miles Newton Bridge over the Sandusky River
in Fremont. Two women died in the incident, and of

other was rescued and transferred to a hospital, said
Sandusky County Sheriff Chris Hilton.

The emergency crew were searching the Sandusky
River for the missing 5-year-old child, said Fremont
Mayor Danny Sanchez.

The mayor said it was not common for people to
cross at the spot where the pedestrians were struck,

immediately available.

At least five pedestrians have been involved in the
incident, Hilton said.

Fremont police said the bridge was closed, urging
the public to stay away. Law enforcement staff were
on the scene.

Xinhua
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

and property of innocent people.

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

Electric Vehicle Benefits and Considerations

All forms of electric vehicles
(EVs) can help improve fuel
economy, lower fuel costs, and
reduce emissions. Using elec-
tricity as a power source for
transportation improves public
health and the environment,
and provides safety benefits,
and contributes to a resilient
transportation system.

Public Health and the
Environment

The transportation sector is
the largest source of greenhouse
gas emissions in the United
States. A successful transition
to clean transportation will re-
quire various vehicle and fuel
solutions and must consider
life cycle emissions. Electric
and hybrid vehicles can have
significant emissions benefits
over conventional vehicles.
All-electric vehicles produce
zero tailpipe emissions, and
plug-in hybrid electric vehicles
(PHEVs) produce no tailpipe
emissions when operating in
all-electric mode. Hybrid ele-
ctric vehicle (HEV) emissions
benefits vary by vehicle mo-
del and type of hybrid power
system.

The life cycle emissions of
an electric vehicle depend on
the source of the electricity used
to charge it, which varies by
region. In geographic areas
that use relatively low-polluting
energy sources for electricity
production, electric vehicles typi-
cally have a life cycle emissions
advantage over similar conven-
tional vehicles running on gaso-
line or diesel. In regions that de-
pend heavily on conventional
electricity generation, electric
vehicles may not demonstrate
a strong life cycle emissions
benefit. Use the Electricity
Sources and Emissions Tool to
compare life cycle emissions
of individual vehicle models in
a given location.

NO POLLUTE
GO GREEN

Batteries

The advanced batteries in
electric vehicles are designed
for extended life but will wear
out eventually. Several manu-
facturers of electric vehicles
are offering 8-year/100,000-mile
battery warranties. Predictive
modeling(PDF) by the National
Renewable Energy Laboratory
indicates that today’s batteries
maylast 12to 15yearsinmoderate
climates (8to 12 years in extreme
climates). In addition to climate,
other factors impacting battery
life include driving and charging
patterns, battery cell chemistry
and design, and the vehicle-
battery-environment thermal
system.

Check with your dealer for
model-specific information
about battery life and warran-
ties. Although manufacturers
have not published pricing for
replacement batteries, some
are offering extended warranty
programs with monthly fees.
If the batteries need to be re-
placed outside the warranty, it
may be a significant expense.
Battery prices are expected to
continue declining as battery
technologies improve and pro-
duction volumes increase.

Costs
Although energy costs for EVs

_ EFFICIENCY

SAVE MONEY

are generally lower than for
similar conventional vehicles,
purchase prices can be signifi-
cantly higher. Prices are likely
to equalize with conventional
vehicles, as production volumes
increase and battery technologies
continue to mature. Also, initial
costs can be offset by fuel cost
savings, federal tax credits,
and state and utility incentives.
The federal Clean Vehicle Tax
Credits are available are available
to consumers, fleets, businesses,
and tax-exempt entities investing
in new, used, and commercial
clean vehicles—including all-
electric vehicles, PHEVs, fuel
cell EVs—and EV charging in-
frastructure. Some states and
electric utilities also offer ince-
ntives, many of which can be
foundin the Laws and Incentives
database. For more information
on available incentives, connect
with your local Clean Cities and
Communities coalition.

Usethe Vehicle Cost Calculator
to compare lifetime ownership
costs of individual models of ele-
ctric vehicles and conventional
vehicles.

Fuel Economy

Electric vehicles can reduce
fuel costs dramatically because
ofthe high efficiency of electric-
drive components. Because

all-electric vehicles and PHEVs
rely in whole or part on electric
power, their fuel economy is
measured differently than that
of conventional vehicles. Miles
per gallon of gasoline equivalent
(MPGe) and kilowatt-hours
(KWh) per 100 miles are common
metrics. Depending on how they
are driven, today's light-duty
all-electric vehicles (or PHEVs
in electric mode) can exceed
130 MPGe and can drive 100
miles consuming only 25-40
kWh.

HEVs typically achieve better
fuel economy and have lower
fuel costs than similar conven-
tional vehicles. For example,
FuelEconomy.gov lists the 2024
Toyota Corolla Hybrid at an
EPA combined city-and-highway
fuel economy estimate of 50
miles per gallon (MPG), while
the estimate for the conventional
2024 Corolla (four cylinder, auto-
matic) is 35 MPG. Use the Find
A Car tool on FuelEconomy.gov
to compare fuel economy rat-
ings of individual hybrid and
conventional models.

The fuel economy of medium-
and heavy-duty all-electric
vehicles and PHEVs is highly
dependent on the load carried
and the duty cycle, but in the
right applications, all-electric
vehicles maintain a strong fuel-
to-cost advantage over their
conventional counterparts.

Infrastructure Availability

All-electricvehicles and PHEVSs
have the benefit of flexible
charging because the electric
grid is near most locations
where people park. To safely
deliver energy from the electric
grid to a vehicle’s battery, an
EV charging station, sometimes
referred to as electric vehicle
supply equipment (EVSE), is
needed. Drivers can charge
overnight at a residence, includ-
ing multifamily housing, as well

as the workplace or a public
charging station when available.
PHEVs have added flexibility
because they can also refuel with
gasoline or diesel (or possibly
other fuels in the future) when
necessary.

Public charging stations are
not as ubiquitous as gas stations.
Charging equipment manufac-
turers, automakers, utilities,
Clean Cities and Communities
coalitions, states, municipalities,
and government agencies are
rapidly establishing a national
network of public charging sta-
tions. The number of publicly
accessible charging stations in
the United States reached more
than 60,000 in 2024, offering
more than 162,000 charging
ports, according to the Alterna-
tive Fueling Station Locator.
Search for electric charging
stations near you.

Energy Security
and Resilience

The transportation sector
accounts for approximately 30
percent of total U.S. energy
needs and 70 percent of U.S.
petroleum consumption. Using
more energy efficient vehicles
like hybrid and electric vehicles
supports the U.S. economy and
helps diversify the U.S. transpor-
tation fleet. The multiple fuel
sources used to generate electri-
city results in a more secure
energy source for the electrified
portion of the transportation
sector. All of this strengthens
national energy security by
increasing resilience to natural
disasters and fuel supply dis-
ruptions.

HEVs typically use less fuel
than similar conventional vehi-
clesbecause they employ electric-
drive technologies to boost
vehicle efficiency through re-
generative braking—recaptur-
ing energy otherwise lost during
braking. IEV
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