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488 illegal structures used for online scam gambling in KK Park systematically
demolished; buildings used for online scam gambling in Myawady and surrounding

areas sealed

NAY PYI TAW December 22

The Myanmar government is carrying
out coordinated operations to clearillegal
structures in the Shwe Kokko and KK
Park areas, where online scam gambling
activities are most heavily concentrated.
These operations include raids on illegal
buildings, the systematic demolition of
illegal structures, and the destruction of
seized items used in online scam gambl-
ing operations. The efforts are being
undertaken by joint teams comprising
security forces, administrative bodies,
and responsible local authorities.

As part of these ongoing crackdowns
on online scam gambling, three illegal
four-storey buildings located in Section
(3) of the Myawady-Maehtawthalay (KK
Park) area, which had been used for

After demolition

Demolition of illegally constructed four-storey residential buildings in Section (3) of the KK Park area.

Inspection and clearing out for ensuring illegal foreigners do not reside or shelter in Myawady

town.

online scam gambling activities, were
further demolished today. As a result,
out of a total of 635 illegal buildings in the
KK Park area, 488 have now been syste-
matically demolished. Among the build-
ings in the KK Park area, those that
had already been demolished using
heavy machinery have also been further
destroyed using fire to ensure complete
destruction. This process hasbeen carried
out since December 14, and to date, 36
two-storey buildings have been comple-
tely destroyed.

In addition, to prevent illegal foreign
nationals from residing in buildings and to
stop online scam gambling activities in
Myawady Township and surrounding
areas of Kayin State, joint teams consist-
ing of security forces, administrative
organizations, and local authorities have

been conducting search and clearance
operations since December 8. As of today,
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Buildings used for online scam operations in Myawady town being sealed and secured.

an additional 19 buildings have been ins-
pected. Out of a total of 464 buildings in-

Destruction of equipment and materials used in online scam gambling operations in the Shwe
Kokko area of Myawady Township.

spected so far, 12 buildings were identi-
fied as having been used for online scam
gambling activities. These buildings have
been sealed to prevent any further use,
and as of today, all such illegal buildings

have been sealed and secured.
Furthermore, items used in online
scam gambling activities in the KK
Park and Shwe Kokko areas were also
systematically destroyed by fire today
to prevent reuse. It is reported that the
government regards the eradication
of online scam gambling as a national
duty and will continue its efforts to
ensure that such activities cannot take
root anywhere in Myanmar, working
not only with domestic forces but also
in coordination and cooperation with
neighbouring countries’ governments.
100



. 4
(036 123-12-2025

Local News |19

Katha Township harvests more than 2,000 acres of maize

KATHA December 22

Statistics of Katha District Agriculture
Department stated that local farmers
have harvested more than 2,000 acres
of maize in Katha Township of Sagaing
Region.

During the monsoon crop season in
Katha Township, 1,898 acres of maize
and 2,976 acres of sweet corn were cul-
tivated, totalling 4,874 acres. Harvesting
of these maize fields began in August
this year, and as of now, all 1,898 acres
of maize have been harvested, yielding
an average of 50.24 baskets per acre. For
sweet corn, 804 acres have been harve-
sted so far, producing over 15,000 ears
per acre.

“This year, during the monsoon season,
we were able to cultivate more than 4,000
acres of maize, including both maize and

sweet corn, in Katha Township. Har-
vesting is currently underway, and as
of today, 2,702 acres have been harve-
sted. To ensure successful maize produ-
ction, we have provided farmers with
technical training and awareness on
pest and disease prevention,” said U Ko
Lay, Head of the Katha Township Agri-
culture Department.

This year, the Township Agriculture
Department provided farmers cultivating
seed maize and sweet corn with training
courses, field demonstrations, and aware-
ness activities on preventive measures
against armyworm infestations and
integrated pest management. They also
shared knowledge on the proper use of
insecticides and pest control methods
for crops such as ginger and chilli.

In Katha Township, the average yield

formaize is over 50 baskets peracre, Wlth
production costs of around Ks-500,000
per acre. For sweet corn, the yield is over

15,000 ears per acre, with production
costs exceeding Ks-500,000 per acre.
SMK

Ayadaw Township
grows more than 1,000
acres of sunflower as
cold season crops

AYADAW December 22

According to the Monywa District Agri-
culture Department, local farmers plan-
ted more than 1,000 acres of sunflower as
cold season crops in Ayadaw Township
of Sagaing Region this year.

During the 2025-2026 winter crop
season, it is planned to cultivate 2,725
acres of winter sunflower in Ayadaw
Township. Planting began in October
this year, and so far, a total of 1,193 acres
have already been cultivated against
the target cultivation.

“This year, over 2,000 acres of sun-
flower are planned for cultivation during
the winter crop season in Ayadaw Town-
ship. As of today, more than 1,000 acres
have been planted. Efforts are being
made to complete the full target acreage.
To reduce the import of edible palm oil
from abroad, sunflower, an oil-bearing
crop, is being encouraged for expanded
cultivation. Sunflower yields more oil
per acre compared to other crops such
as groundnut and sesame,” said Daw
San San Myint, Head of the Monywa
District Department of Agriculture.

In order to expand sunflower cultiva-
tion in Ayadaw Township, the Township
Department of Agriculture has been
accelerating training programs to pro-
vide technical knowledge and enhance
the capacity of both staff and farmers.

This year, arrangements are also being
made to supply quality sunflower seeds
to farmers, sell compound fertilizers
(urea and potash) at affordable prices,
and promote seed exchange systems
among farmers to distribute newly pro-
duced sunflower varieties. SK

Over 2,000 acres of groundnut planted in
Htigyaing Township

HTIGYAING December 22

The Htigyaing Township Agriculture
Department stated that local farmers
have cultivated more than 2,000 acres
of groundnut as cold season crops in
Htigyaing Township of Sagaing Region.

During the 2025-2026 winter crop
season, local authorities earmarked
to cultivate 12,280 acres of groundnut
in Htigyaing Township. Planting began
in October this year, and as of today, a
total of 2,975 acres have already been
cultivated.

“This year, over 12,000 acres of groun-

dnut are planned for cultivation during
the winter crop season in Htigyaing
Township. Up to now, more than 2,000
acres have been planted. Efforts are
being made to achieve the full target
acreage. Groundnut cultivation is pro-
gressing successfully and has been de-
veloping year by year. As an oil-bearing
crop, groundnut cultivation has seen
encouraging results,” said U Ko Ko Aung,
Head of the Htigyaing Township Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

In Htigyaing Township, farmers plant
about one and a half baskets of seeds per

acre, with production costs exceeding
Ks-200,000 per acre, including expenses
for seeds, labour charge, fertilizers, and
pesticides. Each acre yields more than
50 baskets of groundnuts.

This year, to ensure successful culti-
vation of groundnut fields in Htigyaing
Township, prevent pest and disease
outbreaks, and keep fields free of weeds,
staff from the Township Department
of Agriculture have been conducting
field inspections and recording field
monitoring data.

SMK

Kyunhla Township cultivates over 3,000 acres of
winter sesame
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KYUNHLA December 22
More than 3,000 acres of winter sesame
have been planted in Kyunhla Township,
Kantbalu District, Sagaing Region dur-
ing this year winter crops planting sea-
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son, according to the statistics of the
Department of Agriculture for Kyunhla
Township.

During the 2025-2026 winter crops
planting season, Kyunhla Township has

&
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planned to plant 14,033 acres of winter
sesame, and planting has begun since
October this year, and 3,617 acres have
been planted to date.

"Kyunhla Township has planned to
plant more than 10,000 acres of winter
sesame. To date, more than 3,000 acres
have been planted. We are working to
achieve the target acres. Sesame cultiva-
tion is improving year by year. Sesame
is mainly planted in the rainy season.
As for oilseed crops, it is in a successful
state," said Daw Myint Myint Yee, head
of the Department of Agriculture for
Kyunhla Township.

This year, the Township Agriculture
Department is educating sesame far-
mers in Kyunhla Township on how to
expand sesame cultivation, cultivation
methods, GAP methods, and how to
grow good varieties and high-yield varie-
ties.

SK
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China launches methanol-powered intelligent ultra-large oil tanker - reports

BEIJING December 22

China has begun operating the world's
first intelligent ultra-large oil tanker
powered by methanol, the China Central
Television (CCTV) reported on Monday.

The tanker, designed to transport
crude oil, was successfully put into ope-
ration in the city of Dalian in China's
northeastern coastal province of Liaon-
ing, the report said. State-owned com-
pany Dalian Shipbuilding Industry Co
Ltd independently designed and built
the vessel, it added.

The tanker is approximately 333
meters (1,092 feet) long and can carry
around 2.1 million barrels of crude oil,

the CCTV reported. Designed to produce
low emissions and having intelligent
control capabilities, the tanker will
serve the route to the Middle East,
among others, according to the report.

The vessel is powered by a dual-fuel
methanol engine, which reduces carbon
dioxide emissions by 92 percent com-
pared to conventional fuel, the CCTV
reported. It is equipped with an intelli-
gent ship platform, an intelligent liquid
cargo management system, and an
intelligent engine room operation and
maintenance system, which significantly
improves the ship's economy; efficiency
and safety, the broadcaster said. Sputnik

Lavrov holds phone call with Venezuelan Foreign Minister - Russian Foreign Ministry

MOSCOW December 22

Russian Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov held a telephone conversation
with Venezuelan Foreign Minister Ivan
Gil, during which they expressed serious
concern about the escalation in the Cari-

bbean Sea, the Russian Foreign Ministry
said on Monday.

"On December 22, Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov held a telephone
conversation with Venezuelan Foreign
Minister Ivan Gil. The ministers expre-

ssed serious concern about Washing-
ton's escalatory actions in the Caribbean
Sea, which have far-reaching conseque-
nces for the region and pose a threat
to international shipping," the ministry
said in a statement.

Russia stands in solidarity with the
leadership and people of Venezuela
amid the escalation in the Caribbean
Sea, the statement said, adding that
the ministers agreed to continue close
cooperation. Sputnik

3 lqlled over 70 wounded in bus accident in S. Africa

JOHANNESBURG December 22

Three people were killed and 71 others
wounded in a bus accident early Mon-
day morning near Bloemfontein, South
Africa's judicial capital, local media
reported.

The bus, which had a trailer attached,
overturned with 70 passengers on board,
said Sipho Towa, chairperson of the
Road Accident Management Systems.

The bus was reportedly traveling from
South Africa's Cape Town to Zimbabwe
when the accident took place.

The injured have been transported
to hospitals, according to a local emer-
gency service company, which respon-

ded to the scene at around 1:20 a.m.
local time (2320 GMT Sunday).

An investigation is underway to
determine the cause of the accident,
said Towa.

South Africa has in recent months
recorded a series of deadly bus crashes.
On Oct. 12, an overloaded passenger bus
traveling from Eastern Cape Province
to a neighboring country overturned in
Limpopo Province, killing 43 people,
including seven children. Authorities
blame the recent road accidents on
driver fatigue, excessive speed, drunk
driving, unsafe pedestrian conduct, and
poor vehicle conditions. Xinhua

Russia, US discussing European security architecture

MOSCOW December 22

Russia and the United States are dis-
cussing, among other things, the archite-
cture of security for Europe, but Europe
has no place in this dialogue, Russia's
deputy envoy to the Organization for
Security and Co-operation in Europe
(OSCE), Maxim Buyakevich, told Sputnik.

"There are indeed communication ch-
annels between Moscow and Washing-

ton. Issues of security architecture,
including the European dimension, are
discussed through these channels. This
is an extended dialogue," Buyakevich
said, noting that "there is virtually no
place for Europe itself in this dialogue
right now."

According to the diplomat, Moscow
views the OSCE and its participation in
it as a platform for dialogue with those

countries with which it currently has
serious socio-military-political conflicts.

"Another question is the willingness
of Western countries to maintain such
aplatform for dialogue. Because, in my
view, and ours as well, their appetite for
this is constantly shrinking. Take the
United States, for example. They are
currently undergoing a policy review
at the State Department, which is asse-

ssing US participation in the OSCE. De-
mands have already been made for a
significant reduction in the organiza-
tion's budget — by approximately 10 per-
cent compared to 2021 levels, without
taking into account inflation over the

past years," Buyakevich said.
He added that such demands were
effectively "strangling" the Organization.
Sputnik

Explosion at French laboratory near Lyon injures at least 4

PARIS December 22

An explosion at a laboratory in eastern
France on Monday injured at least
four people, three of them seriously,
according to local media.

The blast occurred at an Elkem Sili-
cones laboratory near Lyon in the Rhone
department, BMF Lyon reported, add-
ing that the explosion might have been
caused by hydrogen.

Around 100 firefighters and 30 vehicles
have been mobilized, and a 1,000-meter
security perimeter has been set up, the
prefect of Rhone said on the X.

People are asked to avoid the area

and there is no risk of toxicity to the
population at this time, it noted, adding
that the A7 motorway has been closed
in both directions, as have rail and river
routes. Xinhua
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Tatmadaw columns reoccupy Ayeyawady Bridge (Yadana Theinkha)
linking Singu in Mandalay Region and Kyaukmyaung in Sagaing Region,

mined by combined terrorist insu

NAY PYI TAW December 22

The Tatmadaw is launching
counter-terrorism operations
to recapture certain towns and
villages that were temporarily
under the control of terrorist
insurgents, and on 19 December,
it liberated the area in and
around Singu town in Mandalay
Region.

While under their temporary
domination, PDF combined te-
rrorist insurgent groups took
positions and set up bunkers in
religious buildings, schools, de-
partmental buildings, hospitals
and homes of the area, and laun-
ched attacks, using publichomes
as their defence barriers, and
blew up public roads and brid-
ges. On 29 October, terrorist in-
surgents destroyed the Ayeya-
wady Bridge (Yadana Theinkha)
linking Singu town in Mandalay
Region and Kyaukmyaung town
in Sagaing Region, which is also

ol Dy =8By 4

rgent groups by the nam

Tatmadaw columns reoccupy Ayeyawady Bridge (Yadana Theinkha) temporarily controlled and mined by combined

terrorist insurgent groups by the name PDF.

the vital structure for passenger
and commodity transport. The
section between piers RP4 and

RP5 of the main bridge and the
section between RP6-A2 of the
approach structure were dama-

ged and broken down, hence
halting the commodity flow.
Tatmadaw columns took ne-

e PDF

cessary action in launching op-
erations to recontrol the area
surrounding the bridge for the
resumption of passenger and
commodity flow in it, and for
starting the bridge repair works
at the earliest time. Today, the
Tatmadaw columns could re-
control the bridge and its surr-
ounding area that were briefly
under the control of combined

terrorist insurgent groups.
As the Tatmadaw columns
have recaptured the bridge and
the surrounding area, repair
programs will be started soo-
nest in cooperation with the
responsible persons. People
are happy as the local trade
and transport can be resumed
and regional development can
be conducted after the bridge
has been restored. Tatmadaw
columns are continuing security
and area-domination operations.
100

Monywa Township arranges cultivation of more than 1,000 acres of chickpea this year

MONYWA December 22

The Township Agriculture
Department stated that local
farmers have planted more
than 1,000 acres of chickpea as
cold season crops in Monywa
Township of Sagaing Region
this year.

For the 2025-2026 winter crop
season, it is learned that a total
of 17,790 acres of chickpea are
planned to be cultivated in Mon-
ywa Township, and cultivation

began in October this year,
with 1,475 acres already planted
so far.

The Head of the Monywa To-
wnship Agriculture Depart-
ment, U Soe Thet Aung, said,
“This year, for the upcoming
winter crop season in Monywa
Township, we plan to cultivate
more than 17,000 acres of chick-
pea. As of today, over 1,000
acres have already been culti-
vated.

We are making efforts to meet
the full cultivation target. Chick-
pea cultivation has been im-
proving year by year. Toincrease
yield and quality, we are coope-
rating with farmers to provide
good-quality and pure seed
varieties, necessary inputs, and
post-harvest technology.”

Yezin-8 and Yezin-11 chickpea
varieties—both high-yielding
and well-suited to the local
conditions—are being planted,

and the cost of cultivation per
acre is over Ks-300,000.
During this year’s winter crop
season, the department is con-
tinuing to work with farmers
to promote the use of quality
seeds, provide essential inputs,
and disseminate post-harvest
technologies to ensure good
yield and quality of pulses. Fur-
thermore, extension activities
are being carried out to encou-
rage lead farmers to use Tricho-

derma and other beneficial
fungi during pulse cultivation.
The Sagaing Region is the
largest producer of pulses in
the country, with the widest
cultivation area nationwide.
Pulses are grown as the main
crops, and due to the potential
for intercropping and relay
cropping, farmers in the region
are cultivating them as income-

generating crops.
SK

Kalay Township cultivates over 3,000 acres of winter green beans

KALAY December 22

More than 3,000 acres of green
beans have been planted in
Kalay Township during this year
winter crops planting season,
according to the statistics of
the Department of Agriculture

for Kalay Township.

During the 2025-2026 winter
crops planting season, 9,190
acres of green beans have been
planned for planting in Kalay
Township. The planting of green
beans has started in October

this year, and 3,154 acres have
been planted to date.

“We are working to ensure
that the target acres are fully
planted. Green beans cultivation
isimproving year by year. There
will be education on expanding

green beans cultivation, and
there will be education on using
good and pure varieties for
better yields,” said Daw Man
Awe, head of the Department of
Agriculture for Kalay Township.

This year, the relevant Town-

ship Agriculture Department
will provide green beans far-
mers in Kalay Township with
information on obtaining good
and pure varieties suitable for
the region, on proper planting
methods, pest control, syste-
matic use of fertilizers, and
improved yields. SMK

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive
activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.
3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives
and property of innocent people.
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