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NAY PYI TAW June 28

The Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSME) Develop-
ment Work Committee Meeting
(1/2026) was held at 9:30 am
today in the assembly hall
of Ministry Office No. 30, the
Ministry of Industry and Micro,
Small and Medium Enterprises
Development in Nay Pyi Taw.
Vice President U Nyo Saw,
also Chairman of the MSME
Development Work Committee,
attended and delivered an
address.

The meeting was attended
by Union Minister Dr Charlie
Than, Vice Chairman of the
Work Committee, along with
Union Ministers Dr Kan Zaw,
Dr Myo Thein Kyaw, U Min
Naung, U Ko Ko Lwin, and
U Tun Ohn, who are committee
members. Also in attendance
were the Chairman of the Nay
Pyi Taw Council, Chief Ministers
of Regions and States, Deputy
Ministers, the Chairman and
members of the MSME Agency,
experts from various associa-
tions, and invited guests.

First, Vice President U Nyo Saw
delivered his opening remarks,
outlining several key directives
and implementation strategies.
He highlighted the implemen-
tation of directives given by the
President during the Central Com-
mittee meeting, as well as the
responsibilities of the MSME
Work Committee mentioned
during the World MSME Day
commemoration ceremony. He

DAILY EDITION
Vice President U Nyo Saw addresses MSME Development Work
Committee Meetlng (1/2026)

Vice President U Nyo Saw delivers an address at the MSME Development Work Committee Meeting (1/2026).

detailed plans to expand the
cultivation of cotton, bamboo,
rubber, and coffee for national
benefit, and to increase the
production of finished goods.
Furthermore, he stressed the
need for a comprehensive app-
roach covering raw materials,
technology, capital, and skilled
labour to produce high-quality
products that meet international
market standards. Noting that
MSME development relies hea-
vily on agricultural growth, the
Vice President discussed me-
thods to boost both the quan-
tity and quality of agricultural
production. Reflecting on the
MSME exhibition successfully
held on 27 June to mark World
MSME Day, where Regions and

States comprehensively show-
cased local products, he empha-
sised the need to further diver-
sify and develop new product
lines. He also addressed the ex-
pansion of the livestock sector
across Regions and States using
modern systems. To ensure
domestic self-sufficiency, he
instructed that the cultivation
of various oilseed crops be
expanded across Regions and
States, and that oil mills be
upgraded to produce refined,
high-standard edible oil. He
noted that the "One Region, One
Product" project—a presiden-
tial directive successfully im-ple-
mented internationally—must
utilise only domestically avail-
able raw materials when creat-

ing new product categories. He
stated that natural resources
across Regions and States must
be used systematically without
illegal exploitation, and that
factories, workshops, water
supply, electricity, and basic
infrastructure must be properly
managed. Finally, he urged the
adoption of modern technolo-
gies, including Artificial Intelli-
gence (AD), and advised prioriti-
sing "Quick Win" initiatives to
rapidly and effectively implement
regional MSME operations.
Afterward, Work Committee
Secretary Deputy Minister
Dr. Aung Zeya and the MSME
Agency Chairman explained
the status of implementations
on the decisions of the Work

Committee Meeting (1/2025)
and submissions presented to
the Work Committee.

Then, Work Committee Vice
Chairman Union Minister Dr.
Charlie Than explained regard-
ing the action plans to be conti-
nued by the Work Committee
in accordance with the policies
of the State.

Subsequently, Work Commit-
tee members, including Union
Ministers, the Nay Pyi Taw
Council Chairman, Region and
State Chief Ministers, Deputy
Ministers, and experts from
associations, explained and dis-
cussed the status of measures
to be taken to improve agricul-
ture-based manufacturing and
to ensure progress throughout
the trade and service chain
from manufacturing, the status
of encouraging and promoting
agriculture-based manufactur-
ing businesses such as bamboo,
cotton, rubber, and coffee busi-
nesses using domestic raw ma-
terials, the status of implement-
ing the 14 duties of the MSME
Work Committee in accordance
with the SME Law, and the
status of arrangements made
for the development of the
human resources sector.

Afterward, the Work Commit-
tee Chairman Vice President
reviewed and discussed the
presentations regarding the
development of micro, small,
and medium enterprises, gave
a concluding speech, and adjou-
rned the meeting. Myawady

Farmers harvest more than 900 acres of dried chilli in Pwintbyu Township

PWINTBYU June 28

Pwintbyu Township Agricul-
ture Department of Magway
Region stated that a total of 920
acres of dried chilli has been
harvested in the township.

In Pwintbyu Township, during
the winter cropping season,
a total of 1,296 acres of dried
chilli were cultivated. Local
farmers began harvesting the
chilli crop in December 2025,
and as of today, harvesting has

been completed on 920 acres,
with an average yield of 711 viss
per acre.

“In Pwintbyu Township, 1,296
acres of dried chilli were culti-
vated during the winter cropp-
ing season. Harvesting of these
chilli fields began in December
2025, and currently 920 acres
have been harvested. The yield
is about 711 viss of dried chilli
per acre. For the remaining
fields yet to be harvested, we

are carrying out awareness
activities to ensure timely har-
vesting so that yields do not de-
cline,” said Daw Moe Moe Wai,
Township Manager of the Agri-
culture Department in Pwint-
byu Township.

During the winter cropping
season, the Township Agricul-
ture Department has supported
chilli farmers in Pwintbyu Town-
ship by providing agricultural
knowledge and assistance to

help increase income. These
include selecting high-yield
and regionally suitable quality
seeds, applying correct cultiva-
tion methods and appropriate
plant density, adopting Good
Agricultural Practices (GAP)
to ensure food safety, producing
and using natural fertilizers and
organic inputs, and implemen-
ting pest and disease control
measures.

It is also noted that if chilli

cultivation can be improved to
achieve higher yields, it will not
only meet local consumption
needs but also allow surplus
production for sale, thereby in-
creasing farmers’ income and
contributing to socio-economic
development. Therefore, eff-
orts should be made to expand
chilli cultivation, according to
the Township Agriculture De-
partment.
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Zalun Township sees booming trade of pomfret fish

ZALUN June 28

“Local fishermen and busi-
nesspersons are engaged in
trading of pomfret fish at the
domestic market with high
demand in Zalun Township of
Ayeyawady Region,” said Daw
Myint Myint Aye, the owner of
fisheries product trading in
Zalun Township.

In Zalun Township, demand
for pomfret fish has increased
since the first week of April this
year up to the present, with large
volumes being traded. Due to
strong domestic demand, daily

sales are reported to range
between 3,500 and 5,500 viss.
“Currently, among the various
fish species, pomfret fish are
selling particularly well. At
present, the average daily trade
reaches up to about 5,500 viss.
The increase in sales is driven by
strong demand within the local
market. Pomfret fish are regu-
larly supplied to local warehou-
ses, and the fish arriving there
are fresh. As shipments increase,
those involved in the fisheries
sector are benefiting. Fishery
products from this region are

mainly exported and sold to
Yangon. Overall, it is convenient
and favourable to transport
and sell goods to Yangon,” said
Daw Myint Myint Aye.
Traders in Zalun Township
purchase pomfret fish and
other local fishery products,
systematically inspect and
clean them, and then distribute
and export them to the purcha-
sing regions. It is reported that
the price of pomfret fish has
reached up to Ks-17,500 per
Viss.
SK
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100 percent harvest of butter bean completed in Kalay Township

KALAY June 28

Local farmers from Kalay
Township of Sagaing Region
have reaped all plantations of
butter bean in Kalay Township,
according to the data from the
township Agriculture Depart-
ment.

In Kalay Township, a total of
2,311 acres of butter beans were
cultivated during the winter

cropping season. Harvesting
of the cultivated butter bean
fields began in January this
year, and as of today, 100 per-
cent of the acreage has been
harvested, with an average
yield of 17.65 baskets per acre,
according to reports.

“During the winter cropping
season in Kalay Township,
2,311 acres of butter beans

were cultivated. At present,
all cultivated acreage has
been fully harvested. Butter
beans are grown only in the
winter season, and the crop has
been successfully cultivated.
As butter beans fetch good
prices, farmers rely on this
crop for cultivation,” said Daw
Marh Ewl, Head of the Agri-
culture Department in Kalay

Township.

In Kalay Township, during
this year’s monsoon cropping
season, local farmers are cul-
tivating butter beans both as a
sole crop and, in some cases,
as an intercropped crop to
generate additional income.

This year, the Township Agri-
culture Department has been
supporting farmers cultivating

various pulses by providing
technical assistance to improve
crop yields, promote the use of
high-quality seeds, and supply
necessary technologies. It has
also provided education on
pest and disease prevention,
including the use of natural
pesticides, as well as timely
harvesting practices.

SMK

All maize plantations harvested in Kalewa Township

KALEWA June 28
Agricultural data compiled by
Kalewa Township Agriculture
Department stated that local
farmers have harvested 100

percent plantation of maize in
Kalewa Township in Sagaing
Region.

In Kalewa Township, during
the winter cropping season,

a total of 548 acres of maize
and 3,165 acres of sweet corn
were cultivated, totalling 3,713
acres. Harvesting of these
corn fields began in January

this year, and as of today, all
acres have been fully harves-
ted. The yield was reported
at 66.92 baskets per acre for
maize, and over 20,000 ears per
acre for sweet corn.

“During the winter cropping
season in Kalewa Township,
maize and sweet corn were
cultivated on 3,713 acres. At
present, harvesting has been
fully completed across all acres.
To ensure successful crop pro-
duction, awareness activities
were carried out, including
education on preventing pest
and disease outbreaks,” said
U Myo Naing, Head of the
Department of Agriculture in
Kalewa Township.

In Kalewa Township, the
Township Department of Agri-
culture provided support to

maize and sweet corn farmers
through training program-
mes, field demonstrations,
preventive measures against
fall armyworm, integrated pest
management practices using
neem-based pesticides, and
the application of ginger and
chilli-based pest control met-
hods, along with other agri-
cultural knowledge-sharing
activities.

In maize and sweet corn
cultivation in Kalewa Town-
ship, maize yields exceed 50
baskets per acre, with a pro-
duction cost of some Ks-500,000
per acre. For sweet corn, yields
reach about 15,000 ears per
acre, with cultivation costs
exceeding Ks-500,000 per
acre.

SMK

Pyapon Township ships large volumes

perch fish to Yangon market

PYAPON June 28

From Pyapon Township in
Ayeyawady Region, large qua-
ntities of giant sea perch fish
were sold to the Yangon market
according to Daw Kay Khaing,
a fishery products trader in

Pyapon Township.

From Pyapon Township, a
total of 55,000 viss of giant sea
perch fish were exported and
sold to the Yangon market.

“During the past month alone,
we were able to export and sell

up to 55,000 viss of giant sea
perch fish. The increase in
sales was driven by strong
demand from the Yangon mar-
ket. Giant sea perch fish are
among the more durable spe-
cies, making them easier to

of giant sea

handle and transport without
worrying about damage or
spoilage. In addition to giant
sea perch fish, trade in other
fishery products is also procee-
ding steadily,” said Daw Kay
Khaing.

Giant sea perch fish exported
from Pyapon Township to the
Yangon market are currently
priced between Ks-25,500 and
Ks-35,000 per viss. The continued
export of giant sea perch fish
and other fishery products to
the Yangon market is benefiting
workers and wholesale traders
in the sector.

SK
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Germany, Czech Republic record all-time high temperatures

BERLIN June 28

Germany and the Czech Re-
public have both recorded their
highest-ever temperatures on
Saturday.

Germany recorded a tempe-
rature of 41.5 degrees Celsius
in the eastern community of
Moeckern-Drewitz, setting a
new national record, German
Press Agency reported, citing
the German Weather Service
(DWD).

It was the second consecutive
day that the high temperature
in Germany had broken its

all-time record. On Friday, the
DWD registered 41.3 degrees
Celsius in the western city of
Saarbruecken, surpassing the
previous record.

Theheathasled toanincrease
in emergency room visits, most
of which involved seniors suffe-
ring from heat stroke.

Road infrastructure also came
under strain. On Germany's
A2 motorway, prolonged heat
caused older concrete sections
to expand, buckle and break
apart, forcing the full closure
of two stretches from Thursday.

According to the motorway
operator; both affected stretches
are expected to remain closed
until Sunday afternoon, with
damaged concrete slabs to be
replaced with asphalt.

The neighboring Czech Re-
public also recorded its highest-
ever temperature on Saturday.
The Czech Hydrometeorologi-
cal Institute (CHMI said on
social media platform X that
a weather station in Doksany,
north of Prague, measured 40.6
degrees Celsius, beating the
previous record of 40.4 degrees

Celsius set in 2012.
CHMI said temperatures
were still rising slightly, mean-

2062026 | (0363

ing the reading may not be the
final record.

Xinhua

Four dead in flooding in U.S. state of Kentucky

NEWYORK June 28

Four people have died due to
flooding from thunderstorms
in the U.S. state of Kentucky,
Kentucky Governor Andy Bes-
hear said in social media posts
on Saturday.

Beshear has declared a state
of emergency as heavy rain

and dangerous flash flooding
continue to impact much of
Kentucky through 11 p.m. local
time (0300 GMT Sunday), with
some parts of the state forecast
to receive up to 7inches of rain.

Beshear encouragedresidents
in Kentucky to monitorlocal wea-
ther alerts, avoid unnecessary

travel and be prepared to move
to higher ground if flooding
threatens their area.

"This is a serious flooding
event," Beshear said. "As more
heavy rain continues through
late tonight, we need folks
to remain alert and to avoid
driving, especially after dark

when there is limited visibility."

The National Weather Service
has issued flash flood warnings
for parts of Kentucky and Indi-
ana amid heavy rainfall, saying
between 4 and 10 inches of rain
had already fallen in some parts
of southwestern Indiana, with
more possible. Xinhua

More earthquakes rock Venezuela

CARACAS June 28

Two more tremors have struck
off Venezuela’s northern coast
as the South American nation
continues to grapple with the
devastation left by Wednesday’s
twin earthquakes.

The quakes occurred less
than 24 hours apart on Satur-
day, measuring a moderate 4.7
and 4.8, according to the US
Geological Survey (USGS). The
first struck 54 kilometers from
the city of E1 Limon in the nor-
thern state of Aragua, followed
by another 35 kilometers from
the same city. The extent of
the damage caused by the new

quakes remains unclear.
Venezuelan authorities have
raised the death toll from Wed-
nesday’s back-to-back magni-
tude 7.2 and 7.5 earthquakes

. s, il

to 1 430 The dlsaster is the
deadliest seismic event in the
country’s modern history, with
the nation’s capital Caracas
and La Guaira suffering the

as death toll rises t0 1,430

heaviest damage. More than
3,200 people were reportedly
injured.

Rescue operations are conti-
nuing, with more than 50,000
people reported missing. Over
1,600 foreign specialists have
joined the effort, according to
the government.

The deadliest previous earth-
quake in Venezuela’s recent
history struck in 1967, killing
around 300 people and injuring
some 1,600 in Caracas. Another
struck the country’s northeast
in 1997, resulting in at least 81
deaths.

Xinhua

11 people killed in plane crash in northeast France: media

PARIS June 28

A small civilian aircraft crashed on
Sunday in Meurthe-et-Moselle Department
innortheastern France, killing all 11 people
on board, local media reported.

The plane, which took off from Nancy-Es-
sey Airport, went down near the commune

of Tomblaine. The victims included the
pilot and 10 skydivers, according to French

media BFMTV.

Meurthe-et-Moselle Prefect Yves Seguy
activated the department's operational
center with all operational services to
ensure real-time monitoring, Meurthe-

et-Moselle Department said in a social
media post on X.

The national police urged the public to

ment.

avoid the accident area and not to go to
the scene in order to keep access clear
for emergency services and law enforce-

Xinhua

6.1-magnitude
earthquake
strikes off
Japan’s Iwate
Prefecture:
JMA

TOKYO June 28

An earthquake with a preli-
minary magnitude of 6.1 struck
off Iwate Prefecture in north-
eastern Japan on early Sunday,
the country's weather agency
said. No tsunami warning was
issued.

The temblor occurred at
5:21 am local time off Iwate's
eastern coast at a depth of
about 40 km, measuring lower
5 on Japan's seismic intensity
scale of 7 in parts of Aomori
and Iwate prefectures, said the
Japan Meteorological Agency.

No abnormalities were repor-
ted at the Higashidori nuclear
power plant in Aomori or at
the Onagawa nuclear power
complex in Miyagi Prefecture,
according to their operator.

The quake's epicenter was
located at a latitude of 40.2
degrees north and a longitude
of 142.4 degrees east.

A7.2-magnitude earthquake
jolted the same region on Thurs-
day, injuring at least 10 people.
Elsewhere, Friday saw two
quakes with a magnitude above
5 strike near Tokyo, with shaking
clearly felt in the capital.

Xinhua

14 killed in
Saudi Aramco
helicopter
crash

RIYADH June 28

A helicopter belonging to Saudi Aramco has crashed, killing all 14 people on board, the Saudi Press Agency reported Sunday,
citing the country's Energy Ministry.
The helicopter crashed in the country's eastern coastal city of Ras Tanura, the ministry said, adding the deaths were all Saudi

citizens.

Investigations are underway to determine the causes of the crash, it said.
Saudi Aramco, Saudi Arabia's state-owned energy giant, is widely recognized as the world's largest corporate crude oil producer.

Xinhua
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive
activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives
and property of innocent people.

Unit
52

>A> Study these examples:
Y9u haven’t seen No, | haven't.
Lisa today, have you?

-

(Yes, it was great)

It was a good
film, wasn’tit?

Have you? and wasn’t it? are question tags. These are mini-questions that you can put on the end ofa sentence.
In question tags, we use an auxiliary verb (have/was/will etc.).
We use do/does/did for the present and past simple (see Unit 51):

® ‘Karen plays the piano, doesn’t she?’ ‘Well, yes, but not very well.’

® ‘You didn’t lock the door, did you?’ ‘No, I forgot.’

Normally we use a negative question tag after ... and a positive question tag after a
a positive sentence: negative sentence:
positive sentence + negative tag negative sentence + positive tag
Kate will be here soon, won’t she? Kate won’t be late, wiill she?
There was a lot of traffic, wasn’t there? Theydon’t likeus, do they?
Joe should pass theexam, shouldn’t he? You haven’t eaten yet, have you?

Notice the meaning of yes and no in answer to a negative sentence:
‘Yes.” (= Yes, I am going out)

® ‘You're n i t thi ing, ?’[ .
ou’re not going out this morning, are you No.’ (= No, I am not going out)

>C > The meaning of a question tag depends on how you say it. If your voice goes down, you are not really asking a question. You expect the listener to

agree with you:

@ ‘It’s a nice day, isn’t it?’ ‘Yes, beautiful.’

@ ‘Paul doesn’t look well today, does he?’ ‘No, he looks very tired.’

@ ‘Lisa’s very funny. She’s got a great sense of humour, hasn’t she?’ ‘Yes, she has.’
But if the voice goes up, it is a real question:

® You haven’t seen Kate today, have you?’ ‘No, I haven’t’

(= Have you seen Kate today?)

You can use a negative sentence + positive tag to ask for things or information, or to ask somebody to do something. The voice goes up at the end of
the tag:

® ‘You couldn’t do me a favour, could you?’ ‘It depends what it is.’

® You don’t know where Karen is, do you?’ ‘Sorry, I have no idea.’

>D > After Let’s ... (= Let us) the question tag is shall we:
® Let’s go for a walk, shall we? (the voice goes up)
After Don’t ... , the question tag is will you:
® Don't be late, will you? (the voice goes down)
After 'm ... , the negative question tag is aren’t I? (= am I not?):
® ‘I'm right, aren’t I?’ ‘Yes, you are.’

?Auxiliary verbs (have/do/can etc.)— Unit 51 Raymond Murphy
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