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Acting President of the Republic of Union of Myanmar
Chairman of State Security and Peace Commission
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing visits voters casting
ballots at the phase 3 of the 2025 Multiparty Democracy
General Election of the Republic of Union of Myanmar at
the relevant polllng statlons

S for Gene
iTract,, iPiathelngyl 'ﬂmm:q'ﬂp,

Nay Pyi Taw January 25

Elections are the most
important part of democ-
racy, and the voters will
have to choose and shape
the future path of the nation
by using their voting right,
which is included in the
rights of citizens.

The phase 3 of the 2025
Multiparty Democracy Gen-
eral Election of the Repub-
lic of Union of Myanmar
began at 6 am today at the
relevant townships, and the
people in large bodies were
seen actively casting votes
according to their free will
at the respective polling sta-
tions as good citizens in a
disciplined manner, without
facing any pressure.

Acting President of the
Republic of Union of My-
anmar Chairman of State
Security and Peace Com-
mission Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing, accompanied
by SSPC Secretary General
Ye Win Oo and members of
the entourage, visited the
polling stations in Manda-
lay Region and cordially
conversed with the voters.

During the visit, the
Senior General observed
the polling station officials
checking the voter lists with
computers at the booths in
Patheingyi Township and

the people ardently casting
ballots there. He cordially
met with voters and asked
their views on MEVMs and
voting process and on the
polling station staff. He then
warmly greeted the voters.

Voters on their part also
expressed pleasure and
pride for the Senior Gen-
eral’s visit to the polling
stations and the encourage-
ment he gave to them, and
extended warm and cordial
greetings back to the Senior
General and party. They also
cordially described their ex-
periences in casting votes
at the elections. Regarding
their experiences and senti-
ment toward voting, they
declared that they came
there and cast votes of their
own accord. They said that
thanks to the MEVMs the
voting process had become
more convenient and swifter
and the screen correctly
showed the person they had
voted for. Moreover, the
occurrence of any kind of
malpractices including vote
stealing, vote rigging and
election fraud were totally
impossible, they expressed
belief, adding that the whole
voting process was user
friendly.

While visiting the poll-
ing stations and encourag-

ing the voters, the Senior
General also answered the
questions raised by the in-
ternal and external media
gathering news there. The
full text of the interview is
as follows:

Q: Today is the last day
of the election, so what are
your expectations for the
future of Myanmar?

A: Myanmar has already

set an aim of adopting a §

multiparty democratic sys-
tem chosen by the people.

We will follow this path (to |
multiparty democracy) as it |

is the choice of the people.
It is not chosen by us, but

4

Semor General mmw@mmm atithejpollingfstation{oft

Mingalaghhiri|Stadium$

whoever they favour. Voters
come and cast ballots, be-
cause candidates include the
ones they support. If there is
no one to support, they will
not go to the polls. There are
two reasons behind the fail-
ure to cast votes. One reason
is that there is no candidate
they are in favour of and

by the people. We are a part = -

of the people, and we are in

favour of this path. So, it is

clear that the country will
proceed with a multi-party
democratic system. It is also
our future path.

Q: Some say that the
USDP that supports the Tat-
madaw will win (the elec-
tion). Justifying that, some
UN experts are advocating
against acknowledging the
election. Your comment on
this matter, please.

A: The ones who are
casting votes are the people
of Myanmar, and not the
foreigners. In fact, voters
are the people living in
Myanmar. They can vote

ternal med ay

the other is safety. Because
of the safety reason, some
will find it hard to reach the
polling station. Normally,
people go to the polls be-
cause there is a candidate
in their favour. There is
the USDP, as you have just
mentioned, and other parties
such as PPP and Kya Byu
(White tiger). The election

involves multiple parties. In
this regard, we had issued
the voter lists. They voted
freely, didn't they? External
recognition (of the election)
is not in our interest. What
we recognize is the votes
cast by our people, and it is
our goal.

Q: Are you going to

take part in the succeeding
government?

A: I can’t say anything
about it yet. There will be
the Hluttaw that also has its
election methods.

Q: It is the final day, so
what’s your message for the
new government?

A: It should work for the
good of the country. What-

ever government comes, the
important thing is the better-
ment of the country. a gov-
ernment has the duty to serve
the nation’s interest, develop
the country, ensure national
peace and tranquility, and
enable the country to stand
shoulder to shoulder with
the global counterparts We

all must try to achieve this.
People’s involvement is also
needed. The government’s
leadership alone is not ad-
equate for the matter. The
government must have the
plan, but public participation
is a must. The government
must organize the people as
their involvement is a must.

See Page 13



Page 12

@R

26-1-2026

Chairman of the State Security and Peace Commission and
Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing meets officers, other ranks and families

of Mandalay Station of Central Command

Nay Pyi Taw January 25

Chairman of the State
Security and Peace Com-
mission and Commander-
in-Chief of Defence Services
Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing met officers, other
ranks and families of Man-
dalay Station at Yan Aung
Myin Hall of the Central
Command Headquarters this
morning.

Also present together
with the Senior General
and his wife at the meeting
were Commission Secretary
General Ye Win Oo and his
wife, Commander-in-Chief
(Navy) Admiral Htein Win
and his wife, Commander-
in-Chief (Air) General Tun
Aung and his wife, senior
Tatmadaw officers from the
Office of the Commander-
in-Chief and their wives, the
commander of Central Com-
mand, officials, and officers,
other ranks and families of
Mandalay Station.
Successful conducting of

2025 multiparty demo-
cratic general election

During this meeting,
the Senior General noted
that Phases I and II of the
2025 Multiparty Democratic
General Election were suc-
cessfully conducted, and
Phase III is currently be-

ing held. Within Mandalay
Region, the ongoing Phase
III election was personally
observed, and it was seen
that voters were actively
and enthusiastically casting
their ballots. Among them,
many young people and
middle-aged citizens were
participating. It was also
noted that in Phases I and
ILapproximately 55 per cent
of the population cast their
votes, indicating that the
election can be considered
successful, and a high level
of public interest in the elec-
tion was observed.

In the 2010 general elec-
tion for all parties in the
country, the Union Solidarity
and Development Party won.
Later, in the 2015 general
election for all parties, the
NLD party won. There-
fore, over consecutive terms
of multiparty democratic
governments, citizens have
gained sufficient experience
in casting their votes. In
the 2020 general election,
however, widespread elec-
toral fraud occurred, which
required us to carry out the
responsibilities of the State
in accordance with the 2008
Constitution. In line with the
principle that people keep
their promises and leaders

act with integrity, we imple-
mented a five-step process to
ensure that a truly orderly,
free, and fair election could
be conducted. The Myanmar
Electronic Voting Machine
(MEVM) was employed to
prevent any occurrences of
electoral fraud. The goal was
to ensure an election free
from fraud and honourable,
producing outcomes that
genuinely reflect the will of
the voters.

Individuals who have
reached the age of 18 are
eligible to vote under the
Constitution. As the State
Government, arrangements
have been made to ensure
that all eligible voters can
cast their ballots, and wheth-
er to vote or not remains the
voters’ own right. In some
countries, voter turnout is
low during elections. In the
election we are conducting,
however, more than half of
eligible voters cast their bal-
lots, which indicates that the
election can be considered
successful.

After the election, we
will transfer the responsi-
bilities of the State to the
winning government. As
our government, we have
worked to ensure that the
country can continue firmly

along the path of multiparty
democracy. We successfully
conducted the 2025 general
election for all parties, and
election observation teams
from the international com-
munity also visited to study
the process, providing many
positive remarks. The elec-
tion we conducted was a suc-
cessful one, and we express
our sincere recognition and
gratitude to all those who
participated in ensuring its
success.

When carrying out mat-
ters of national cause and
politics, it is necessary to
work with strength, deter-
mination, and effort. As a
country, we have granted
parties the right to organize
in accordance with estab-
lished rules and regulations
so that elections can be held.
In the elections, just as there
are major parties competing
nationwide, there are also
parties competing at the
regional level.

The role of Tatmadaw

Tatmadaw is the most
stable institution in the
country and has existed
continuously from the time
independence was achieved
up to the present. Regardless
of how political parties or
organizations have changed

in the country, Tatmadaw
continues to faithfully carry
out its responsibilities for
national defense and secu-
rity. The primary duty of
Tatmadaw is to safeguard
the country from external
threats and maintain internal
security. However, since in-
dependence, due to the emer-
gence of armed conflicts,

. Tatmadaw has continuously

conducted counter-insurgen-
cy operations over the years.
While maintaining internal
security is primarily the re-
sponsibility of the Myanmar
Police Force, Tatmadaw par-
ticipates in these operations
as needed and continues to
assist in strengthening the
capabilities of the Myanmar
Police Force.

To protect the country
from external threats, Tat-
madaw must continuously
enhance its capabilities and
capacities. As Tatmadaw
members, they must main-
tain physical and mental
health to carry out the duties
entrusted to them effectively.
Tatmadaw must be a capable
force with combat skills and
combat power. To achieve
this level of capability, sol-
diers must be fully trained.
Each Tatmadaw member
must be healthy and strong,
possess fighting skills, have
police competence, and be
proficient in military strate-
gies and weapons. Prepara-
tions must also be made
in advance at both the in-
dividual and unit levels to
ensure readiness for combat
operations.

When serving their du-
ties, they have to combine
luck, intelligence, and effort
in order to perform respon-
sibilities effectively. If good
work is done, good results
will be experienced; if bad
work is done, negative con-
sequences will follow. Mili-
tary skills taught to soldiers
must be applied wisely and
proficiently. Each Tatmadaw
member must carry out their
duties diligently and with
excellence; by doing so,

individual capabilities will
improve, and the responsi-
bilities of national defense
can be fulfilled effectively.
To maintain a capable and
strong Tatmadaw, the armed
forces continuously provide
Tatmadaw members with
military equipment and sup-
plies that evolve daily in line
with modern technology. To
ensure a capable military,
individual soldiers and units
must maintain physical fit-
ness, combat readiness, po-
licing skills, and proficiency
in military strategies and
weapons, with continuous
training. Similarly, military
techniques and strategies,
which evolve daily, must
be applied appropriately
to match current times. If
a capable and strong Tat-
madaw is built, no one will
be able to undermine the
nation. Therefore, efforts to
maintain and continuously
strengthen a capable and
powerful Tatmadaw must
always continue.

He stated that, at present,
female service members
in Tatmadaw are serving
alongside men in fulfilling
national defense and secu-
rity duties. According to the
2024 population and hous-
ing census data, the female
population in our country is
found to be larger. Therefore,
thelabor force of women in
the State is substantial. De-
pendents of Tatmadaw fami-
lies should live and work
together in unity, fostering a
spirit of brothers and Sis. If
the strength of soldiers and
female service members is
combined, it will be seen
that the State's defense force
is greatly strengthened and
fortified, and it is necessary
to value and work with the
power of collective unity.

Then, he stated that of-
ficers and soldiers must also
study science and technol-
ogy, which are advancing in
line with the times. To gain
general knowledge, broaden
perspectives,

See Page 13



26-1-2026

@R

Page 13

Acting President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
and SSPC Chairman Senior General Min Aung Hlaing and
wife Daw Kyu Kyu Hla visit and inquire about the health
of the presiding Nayaka of Maha Wizitayon Monastery in
Mandalay and prov1de necessary assistance

Nay Pyi Taw January 25

Acting President of the
Republic of the Union of
Myanmar and Chairman of
the State Security and Peace
Commission Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing and his
wife Daw Kyu Kyu Hla, ac-
companied by Commission
Secretary General Ye Win
Oo and his wife, and senior

military officers from the
Office of the Commander-
in-Chief, visited the Maha
Wizitayon Monastery in
Mandalay this afternoon
to pay their respects to the
State Ovadacariya presiding
Nayaka Abhidhaja Maha
Rattha Guru Abhidhaja Agga
Maha Saddhamma Jotika
Agga Maha Pandita Bhad-

Senior General Min Aung /Hlaing and

Daw Kyu Kyu Hla offer:almsito the presiding

Nayaka of/Maha Wizitayon Monastery inMandalay.

danta Vicarinda Bhivamsa,
who is 98-year-old, Vasa 78.
First, the Senior General
and wife, and party paid their
respects to the Sayadaw, in-
quired about his health and
the progress and spread of
the religion, and provided
necessary assistance.
Afterwards, the Senior
General and wife presented
the Sayadaw with charitable
items, medicines, nutritious
food, and money from the
Navakamma charity, and
instructed those responsi-
ble to constantly meet the
Sayadaw's health needs. 100

From Page 11
Although we are demand-
ing democracy, it cannot
be possible without the
people. Their involvement
is required as it is vital.

Q: There were a lot of
difficulties, and it is the
final day. So, what’s your
message for the interna-
tional community and the
Myanmar people?

A: People should strive

for the country’s better-
ment. They should have a
broader view, and that is

what I wish to say. Myan-
mar’s true condition should
be known internationally.
Nearly all the foreigners
who are visiting Myanmar
are aware of the huge dif-
ference between the hear-
say and what they have
heard with their own ears
and seen with their own

eyes. What I mean is the
country is facing the con-
sequences of rumors and
acts of some media. But
we also have many oppor-
tunities and if we can use
them well the nation will
develop.

Q: Can there be a gov-
ernment that is like the U
Thein Seinled administra-
tion in 2010? The USDP
government assumed the

duties in 2010 and won a
considerable amount of
public favour. Can the gov-
ernment that will be formed
in 202 expect a similar
situation?

A: It depends on the
condition and environment
in which the winning party
can render cooperation.
Right? The administration
led by President U Thein
Sein actually did what they

could. But there was op-
position. If the opposition
followed the way towards
national progress, the situ-
ation would be different.
But if the opposition was in
the negative trend, difficul-
ties would increase for any
government.

Q: Challenges will not
be the same. The land-
scape then was quite good.
But the present land-

scape is rather chaotic.
Might it be more diffi-
cult to control a situation
like this?

A: (The landscape) is
chaotic as it lacks peace
and stability. It may be
true, but there should be
a broader view. The coun-
try should have a broader
view, as | have previously
mentioned.

100

From Page 12

and improve individual
socio-economic lives, it is
necessary to engage in read-
ing and studying literature.
Through reading and study,
individual capabilities can
be enhanced, and efforts
must be made to improve
the prowess of the entire
Tatmadaw through these
individual capabilities.Simi-
larly, it is necessary to read

literature to correctly per-
ceive, view, and analyze the
historical background of the
State. One must also study
the history of Tatmadaw’s
participation in the national
political role and its succes-
sive activities for national
stability and the rule of law.
The histories of the great
national leaders who led the
State should also be studied.
By reading and studying the

history of our country in
this way, one will correctly
understand and realize the
performance of Tatmadaw’s
duties.

Also, he stated that dur-
ing his tenure in state ser-
vice, he increased allowanc-
es and risk pay for Tatmadaw
personnel, members of the
Myanmar Police Force, and
members of the Myanmar
Fire Brigade. He added that

necessary measures are be-
ing taken to ensure the con-
venience of Tatmadaw fami-
lies regarding housing, food,
and clothing. As a leader of
Tatmadaw, he stated that he
constantly considers how to
promote the organization
and the personnel under
his command and has made
necessary arrangements. He
remarked that as Tatmadaw
is responsible for defending

the State against any poten-
tial threats or dangers, efforts
must continue to build a
capable and powerful mili-
tary. He then inquired about
the needs of the officers and
other ranks.

Afterwards, the Senior
General presented foodstuff
for officers, other ranks,
and families, which was
accepted by the Command
Commander. The wife of

the Senior General pre-
sented honorary awards for
the Station Maternal and
Child Welfare Association,
which were accepted by the
Command Commander’s
wife.

After the meeting, the
Senior General, his wife, and
members cordially greeted
the officers, other ranks, and
families in attendance.

100

Farmers grow more than 30,000 acres of sunflower in Sagalng Townshlp

Sagaing January 25

Statistics of Sagaing
Township Agriculture Depart-
ment stated that local farmers
planted 31,339 acres of winter
sunflower in the township.

During the 2025-2026
winter crop cultivation sea-
son, Sagaing Township in
Sagaing Region earmarked
31,337 acres for sunflower
cultivation. Planting began in
October 2025, and as of now,
a total of 31,339 acres have

been successfully cultivated.
“During the winter crop-
ping season in Sagaing Town-
ship, sunflower cultivation
was planned on 31,337 acres,
and to date we have been able
to cultivate 31,339 acres. In
order to reduce reliance on
imported palm oil, we will
continue to expand the cul-
tivation of sunflower, which
is an oilseed crop. Among
oilseed crops, sunflower
produces a higher oil yield

per acre than groundnut and
sesame. Sunflower is mainly
cultivated during the winter
season,” said U Myo Thant
Aung, Head of the Sagaing
Township Department of
Agriculture.

To promote the expan-
sion of sunflower cultivation
in Sagaing Township, the
Township Department of Ag-
riculture is intensifying train-
ing and awareness programs.
Training courses are being

conducted at an accelerated

pace to enhance the capacity ¥

of both departmental staff and
farmers who will cultivate
sunflower.

In Sagaing Township,
plans are also in place to

provide sunflower farmers FgE"

with seed supplies, to sell urea
fertilizer at affordable prices,
and to distribute harvest-
ed sunflower seeds through
farmer-to-farmer exchange
systems. 206
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Acting President of Republic of the Union of Myanmar
Chairman of State Security and Peace Commission
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing gives instructions on
urban development and pleasantness in Mandalay
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Nay Pyi Taw January 25
Acting President of the
Republic of the Union of
Myanmar Chairman of the
State Security and Peace
Commission Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing met with
ministers of the Mandalay Re-
gion Government and officials
from the City Development
Committee and gave neces-
sary instructions on urban
development, cleanliness and
pleasantness this afternoon.
Also present were Sec-
retary of the Commission
General Ye Win Oo, Chief
Minister of Mandalay Region
U Myo Aung, senior military
officers from the Office of

Commander-in-Chief, re-
sponsible officers from the
Mandalay City Development
Committee.

In delivering an address
at the meeting, the Senior
General said he inspected
the Phase-3 of the multi-
party democracy 2025 and it
was found that public voters,
including youths and middle-
aged people, had cast their
votes tumultuously. It was
an interesting and good sym-
bol to see that youths were
interested in the election. In
doing so, it was found that
roads, streets and urban areas
were clean and pleasant and
he gladly appreciated the

responsibility and abidance
of discipline of the residents.
As the phase-1, and phase-2
and phase-three of the election
were successfully held, there
would be a new government at
the end of March. During the
time before the new govern-
ment was formed, tasks for
pleasantness and develop-
ment of Mandalay must be
carried out without losing
momentum.

It is necessary to carry
out post-earth rehabilitation
tasks. Everybody was urged
to continue to prioritize pos-
sible tasks for the pleasantness
of the city during the two
months transition period. It

:-:Hrlbanlde Velopment &]‘j’_ﬁ]ﬂn Viandalay:

was important to carry out
tasks to redraw centre lines
of roads and road direction
sign boards, which could
be completed within a short
time. It was necessary to clear
sand, earth and rubbish that
had covered traffic islands
and pavements. In carrying
out tasks for cleanliness and
maintenance of roads, it was
necessary to wash them be-
fore drawing lines on them.
Maintenance of pavements
and proper drainage must be
carried out.

It was also necessary to
measure the air pollution of
the city and steps must be
taken to address the issue. It

was recognized that tasks for

| cleanliness of schools had
| been carried out. It showed

the abidence or principles
by teachers and students. In
connection with education,
it is important to enhance the
teaching capabilities of teach-
ers by conducting courses. As
for students, it is necessary to
prepare to conduct courses
on culture, English, basic
computer skills and other ben-
eficial courses during summer
holidays. The Tatmadaw had
been conducting navigation
and aviation youths training
courses (basic and advanced)
annually.

In education, discussions
were being made to upgrade
education degree colleges to
education universities that
nurtured teachers. It was a
measure to offer benefits ac-
cording to their degree levels
and academic qualifications.
To raise the education stand-
ards of the country, it was
necessary to enhance the
qualification of the education
staff, who were responsible
for teaching, at first. In our
country, as most students
are relying on government
schools, it is necessary to
enhance the qualification of
education staff. it was essen-
tial to nurture educated human
resources to build a future
developed country, education
was being promoted.

As the Mandalay region
mainly produced oil crops,
it was necessary to place
emphasis on high yield. Do-
mestic production was be-
ing encouraged and a good
domestic economy would
enhance supply and demand,
leading to the benefits of
increasing money circulation
and creating job opportu-
nities. It was necessary to
form a committee to prop-
erly improve the yield of oil
crops and pulses and beans,
which thrived in the region.
It was also vital for industrial
zones to encourage MSMEs.
As the country encouraged
MSMEs, the economy of the
country returned positive. As
MSMESs were the lifeblood of
developing countries, produc-
tion based on agriculture and
livestock breeding must be
boosted.

It was gladly recognized
that much progress was seen
due to the efforts of the re-
gional government and abi-
dence of disciplines and will-
ingness to work by residents.
It was necessary to sustain and
hand over such favourable
conditions to the upcoming
government.

Then, the Senior General
gave necessary instructions on
reports of the regional chief
minister for production of rub-
ber products in the regional
industrial zones. 100

Roundup: Fatal shooting by U.S. federal agents
triggers protests in Minneapolis

Los Angeles January 25
A Minnesota resident
was fatally shot by federal
law enforcement agents on
Saturday, prompting protests
and raising tensions in the

community.

The victim was identi-
fied as Alex Jeffrey Pretti,
a 37-year-old intensive care
unit nurse and U.S. citizen
who lived in Minneapolis,

the state's largest city.

His parents said they are
"heartbroken but also very
angry" over his death.

According to a state-
ment from the U.S. Depart-

ment of Homeland Secu-
rity (DHS), the shooting
occurred during an enforce-
ment operation in which
federal officers encountered
an individual believed to be

armed.

"As DHS law enforce-
ment officers were conduct-
ing a targeted operation
in Minneapolis against an
illegal alien wanted for vio-

lent assault, an individual
approached U.S. Border Pa-
trol officers with a 9 mm
semi-automatic handgun,"
said the statement.

Xinhua

of innocent people.

to protect the lives and property of the general public.

schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”

, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property
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Multi-Party Democratic General Election

Phase (3) held in 61 t

PN G

ownships
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Nay Pyi Taw January 25
The Multi-Party Demo-
cratic General Election Phase
(3) of the Republic of the
Union of Myanmar was held
today, January 25, 2026,
starting from 6:00 a.m., at
designated polling stations in
atotal of 61 townships across
various regions and states.
In building a developed
nation for Myanmar’s future,
the Multi-Party Democratic
General Election is of para-
mount importance. Phase
(1) of the election was suc-
cessfully held on December
28, 2025, in 102 townships,
and Phase (2) was success-
fully conducted on January
11, 2026, in 100 townships,
under the leadership of the
Government and with the
active participation of the
public. Today, Phase (3) of
the election continues.
Phase (3) was held in the
following areas: in Kachin
State—Bhamo, Hpakant,

and Shwegu townships; in
Kayin State—Kawkareik and
Kyarinseikgyi townships; in
Sagaing Region—Kani and
Salingyi townships; in Tan-
inthayi Region—Launglon,
Thayetchaung, and Palaw
townships; in Bago Region—
Kyaukkyi, Kyauktaga, Phyu,
Oktwin, Theikgon, Waw,
Gyobingauk, and Okpho
townships; in Mandalay Re-
gion—Myittha, Chanmy-
athazi, Mahlaing, Taung-
tha, Myingyan, Nganzun,
Thabeikkyin, and Patheingyi
townships; in Yangon Re-
gion—Dagon, Lanmadaw,
Seikgyi/Khanaungto, Dala,
Dagon Myothit (Seikkan),
Dagon Myothit (East), Min-
gala Taungnyunt, Thaketa,
North Okkalapa, Tamwe,
Yankin, Kyauktan, Kay-
an, Thongwa, Sanchaung,
Hlaingthaya (West), and
Hlaingthaya (East) town-
ships; in Shan State—Mat-
man, Pinlaung, Nyaungshwe,

Phekon, Mongnai, Kyethi,
Mongshu, Hsipaw, and
Kyaukme townships; and in
Ayeyarwady Region—Yegyi,
Ngapudaw, Dedaye, Nyaung-
don, Danubyu, Ingapu, Maw-
lamyinegyun, Zalun, and
Laymyethna townships. At
designated polling stations in
these townships, local ethnic
residents cast their votes us-
ing the Myanmar Electronic
Voting Machine (MEVM).
In addition to local ethnic
residents voting system-
atically at their respective
polling stations, Tatmadaw
officers, soldiers, and their
families from regional mili-
tary commands within the
relevant states and regions
also went to the respective
polling stations to cast their
votes in an orderly manner.
To ensure that voters
could cast their ballots freely,
peacefully, and conveniently,
necessary vehicles, medical
teams for healthcare support,

and security arrangements
were prepared in advance at
polling stations. Chief Minis-
ters and responsible officials
of the respective regions and
states conducted inspections
and coordinated as needed.

After voting concluded,
polling station officers and
members, in the presence of
representatives from politi-
cal parties and international
election observers, retrieved
results from the voting ma-
chines (Control Units) and
carried out systematic count-
ing, including the proper
counting of advance votes.

Regarding the conduct of
the Multi-Party Democratic
General Election, voices and
opinions from voters who
came to cast their ballots at
various polling stations were
also heard as follows:

“I hope that the single
vote I cast will bring about
change in everything. I want
improvements in the econ-

omy, education, and social
affairs—starting from politics
and all the rest. I want peace
for everyone, for all ethnic
groups. There are many things
I would like to ask of the gov-
ernment, especially regarding
peace. I also want to make re-
quests concerning education. I
hope education will be further
developed and improved even
more than it is now.”

“In the past, when vot-
ing, we had to press stamp
seals. Now, it is much easier
with the use of a machine.
If a new government comes
into power, [ hope that every-
thing—economic and social

matters in every aspect—will
be arranged so that the people
can live comfortably.”
During today’s Multi-
Party Democratic General
Election, the free exercise of
voting rights by the public
was observed and covered
by domestic and interna-
tional news media. Diplo-
mats, chargé d’affaires, and
responsible officials from in-
ternational embassies based
in Myanmar, as well as in-
ternational election observ-
ers who came to monitor the
election, also observed the
voting process and gathered
information. 100

7 Kkilled as landslide, flash floods hit Indonesia's West Java

Jakarta January 25

Atleast seven people have
been killed after a landslide
accompanied by flash floods

struck Cisarua Sub-district in
West Bandung Regency of In-
donesia's West Java Province
early Saturday, with hundreds

of residents still believed to
be missing, according to local
media reports.

The disaster occurred at

around 3:00 a.m. local time.
Residents reported hearing a
loud rumbling sound before
soil and mud swept from Pa-

sirkuning Village toward Pasir
Kuda Village.

Dozens of houses were
reported to have been buried

by landslide debris and mud,
causing severe damage to
residential areas near the

affected site. Xinhua
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