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Banana plants grown on more than 600 acres of land in Kanbalu District

KANBULU September 23

Kanbalu District Agriculture
Department stated that a total
of 647 acres of croplands has
been placed under banana
plants in Kanbalu District of
Sagaing Region this year.

In Kanbalu District, local au-
thorities earmarked 622 acres
of banana this monsoon but
local farmers planted 441 acres
of banana in Kanbalu Town-
ship and 206 acres in Kyunhla
Township, totalling 647 acres
exceeding the target cultivat-
ion.

Daw Mar Mar Win, Staff Offi-
cer of the district said: “Kanbalu
District earmarked cultivation

of 622 acres of banana but local
farmers have exceeded culti-
vation of banana on 647 acres
of land. They grow banana on
dykes of paddy fields. So, the
plants are free from pests when
farmers spray paddy fields.”

In 2024-2025 financial year,
Kanbalu Township earmarked
416 acres of banana and Kyunhla
Township 206 acres, totalling
622,

Each acre of land can accom-
modate some 1,000 banana
plants. Local farmers cost some
Ks-2 million per acre of banana
but earn some Ks-5 million per
acre.

Kanbalu District Agriculture

Department raised farmer awa-
reness of prevention of chemi-

calresidue at crops, use of pests
under set limit for pest prevent-

ion and good agricultural practl—
ces. SMK

Taninthayi Township ex]

cultivation in this ﬁnancial year
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TANINTHAYI September 23

In the 2024-2025 financial year,
197 acres of coffee plants were
cultivated in Taninthayi Town-
ship, Myeik District, Taninthayi
Region, to provide additional
income for local farmers. The
Taninthayi Township Department
of Agriculture also facilitated
the growing of 30 acres of cocoa
trees.

“Due to the decline in areca
nut prices, which has reduced
local farmers’ income, our de-
partment encouraged farmers
to diversify by planting coffee

s Jill

4 3 f}

- i '."-‘
et
"\

and cocoa trees as mix-crops
in the areca palm plants to
boost their incomes. As aresult,
we were able to expand the
cultivation by growing 30 acres
of coffee and cocoa trees,” said
U Zaw Zaw, Head of the Tanin-
thayi Township Agriculture
Department.

This year, the Department
of Agriculture provided 85,000
coffee saplings and 12,000 cocoa
saplings to local farmers free
of charge to support their eff-
orts. A total of 227 acres of land
will be placed under coffee and

pands coffee and cocoa

cocoa plantations by the end
of the year to meet the target
acreage.

Rubber and areca palm plants
are the main perennial crops
in Taninthayi Township. By en-
couraging the planting of coffee
and cocoa as mixed crops in
rubber and areca palm plantat-
ions, the department aims to
improve land use efficiency,
increase farmers’ incomes, and
raise socioeconomic life. The
initiative also seeks to provide
more employment opportunit-
ies and penetrate Myanmar’s
coffee into the global market by
offering farmers with technical
support and free seedlings.

As of 31 August 2024, local
farmers have grown 197 acres
of coffee and 30 acres of cocoa
meeting the target. A total of
114 acres of horticultural farm
and 183 forest reserved were
utilized as 227 sown acres of
coffee and cocoa plants.

SMK

More than 7,000 acres of
vegetables thrive in
KhinU Township

KHINU September 23

According to the statistics of
KhinU Township Agriculture
Department, a total of 7,887
acres of vegetables has been
planted in KhinU Township of
Sagaing Region this monsoon.

Local farmers have so far
planted 7,887 acres of vegeta-
bles against the target 0f 10,479
acres in KhinU Township in
2024-2025 monsoon season.

U Nay Win Naing, Head of
KhinU Township Agriculture
Department clarified: “Local
authorities set a plan to grow
more than 10,000 acres of vege-
tables in KhinU Township but
local farmers planted more
than 7,000 acres of vegetables.
They are trying hard to meet
the target cultivation. They grow
mustard, chilli, spicy, potato,

cabbage, eggplants, cauliflowers,
Chinese cabbage and other
crops. We share agricultural
techniques with local farmers
to use GAP system in growing
crops. Moreover, we urged local
farmers to produce vegeta-
bles with least chemical resi-
dues.”

Officials of the township Agri-
culture Department helped
local farmers expand sown
acreage of vegetable plants
with agricultural techniques.

Local farmers earn increas-
ed incomes from vegetable
plantations. Officials from the
Township Agriculture Depart-
ment share correct agricultu-
ral techniques, prevention of
pests, and use of natural fertili-
Zers.

SK

Sundried salt weighing 85,000 viss sent to Yangon market

PYAPON September 23
“Pyapon Township of Ayeya-

wady Region shipped 85,000

viss of sundried salt to Yangon

market,”said Daw Mar Mar Yi,
the owner of salt produ-ction
in Pyapon Township.

Daw Mar Mar Yi commented:

“Local salt farmers dispatch
sundried salt to Yangon market.
In consequence, local salt far-
mers and those in salt product-

ion chain are convenient in daily

routine of their businesses.”
Salt entrepreneurs produce

sundried salt in Pyapon Town-

ship systematically and send
it to Yangon market. Sundried
salt is used in fish processing
industries. SK



(056 124-9-2024

Myanmar

to handle
forced labour
complaints
via National
Complaint
Mechanism

NAY PYI TAW September 23

Myanmar has officially declar-
ed that all forced labour com-
plaints will now be managed
through the National Complaint
Mechanism (NCM).

Since 2007, Myanmar has been
working alongside the Internat-
ional Labour Organization ILO)
and various government minist-
ries to address forced labour
issues.

In 2020, the National Complaint
Mechanism was formally esta-
blished, comprising representa-
tives from relevant ministries,
including the Ministry of Labour;
the Myanmar National Human
Rights Commission, employer
groups, and labour organizat-
ions. This national-level mecha-
nism aims to provide a more
transparent and accountable
process for handling forced
labour complaints.

Citizens can report forced
labour complaints through
several avenues, including the
State Administration Council
Office, regional and state go-
vernment offices, the Nay Pyi
Taw Council, the Myanmar Nati-
onal Human Rights Commission,
and the ILO Liaison Office in
Yangon.

Additionally, complaints can
be submitted directly to Office
No 51 of the Ministry of Labour
in Nay Pyi Taw in person, or by
mail, phone, or email. The official
email addresses for submitting
complaints are direct-orgeneral.
dol@gmail.com, moloffice51@
gmail.com, and re-search.org.
dol.mm@gmail.com.

The Ministry of Labour and
the National Complaint Mecha-
nism office have assured the
public that all complaints will
be handled with strict confiden-
tiality, providing a secure envi-
ronment for complainants and
victims of forced labour to come
forward.

SMK
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Rising domestic and foreign demand boosts red bean market

in Mandalay

MANDALAY September 23

“Domestic and foreign pur-
chasesboosted red bean market
inMandalay,” said U Sett Maung
Swe, secretary of the Mandalay,
Brokers, Traders and Millers
Maha Kahtaintaw (Mandalay
Commodity Exchange) Associa-
tion.

In addition to the current do-
mestic market, the purchase
of red bean from abroad has
alsoincreased, and it is reported
that the sale of red bean in the
Mandalay market has been

improving recently.

“Currently, trade has reco-
vered due to increased pur-
chases by traders in the Man-
dalay market. Trading has
recovered due to purchases of
red beans, which are mainly
exported to China,” he conti-
nued.

Due to the large number of
purchases of red beans from
abroad, transactions in the local
market are recovering.

“Recently, there has been an
increase in the number of mer-

chants who trade in red beans
within the commodity depot,”

Kachin State eyes tourism development

MYITKYINA September 23

New business licences were
approved at the first coordina-
tion meeting of the Kachin State
Tourism Committee.

The Kachin State Tourism
Committee announced the app-
roval of new business licences

forregional tourism development
during its coordination meeting
1/2024 on 4 September.

The meeting reviewed four
applications for hotel and inn
licence renewals, five new hotel
business licences, and three
new lodging house licences,

along with future plans for
tourism growth.

A total of 78 guesthouse bu-
siness licences and 64 tour
company licences have been
approved to reportedly sup-
port the region’s tourism indu-

stry.

The Kachin State Chief Mini-
ster stressed the importance
of analyzing the strengths and
weaknesses of tourist destina-
tions to ensure high-quality
services in developing new re-
gional attractions.

SMK

Farmers finish cultivation of maize and corns in Mingin

The statistics of Mingin Town-
ship Agriculture Department
stated that a total of 3,163 acres

under maize and corns in Mingin
Township of Sagaing Region
this monsoon.

In 2024-2025 monsoon season,
the township earmarked culti-
vation of 529 acres of maize and
3,301 acres of corns but local
farmers started cultivation of
618 acres of maize and 2,545
acres of corns, totalling 3,163
acres.

Daw Hayman Kyaw Win, Head
of Mingin Township Agriculture
Department stated: “This year,
township authorities set a plan
to grow more than 3,800 acres
of maize and corns but local
farmers have so far planted
more than 3,100 acres against
the target. We are giving a help-

ing hand to local farmers to
have thriving of crops with
prevention of pests.”

This year, the department
will conduct training for local
farmers to grow maize and
corns, field demonstrations,
prevention of pests including
FAW, use of pesticides and
making natural fertilizers.

Maize yields more than 50
baskets per acre, costing Ks-
500,000 per acre, and corns,
15,000 pieces of corns per acres
with more than Ks-500,000
cost.

SK

Monsoon paddy planted on more than 50,000 acres in Indaw

Township

INDAW September 23

Atotal of 51,260 acres of mon-
soon paddy has been planted
in Indaw Township of Sagaing
Region this monsoon, according
to the township agriculture
department.

Local authorities of Indaw
Township earmarked cultivat-
ion of 55,980 acres of monsoon
paddy in 2024-2025 monsoon
butlocal farmers planted 51,620

acres of paddy.

U Thein Khaing, Head of
Indaw Township Agriculture
Department said: “Local far-
mers have so far planted more
than 51,000 acres of monsoon
paddy against the target of
55,000 acres this monsoon. Our
department helps local far-
mers grow monsoon paddy
meet the target and makes field
trips to local farmlands for

cultivation of paddy in time and
for boosting production.”

This monsoon, officials of Town-
ship Agriculture Department
cooperate with local farmers in
systematic cultivation of mon-
soon paddy without difficulties.

Moreover, officials of Town-
ship Agriculture Department
performed sharing of agricultural
techniques with local farmers,
prevention of pests, minimizing

loss and damage of crops and
keeping crops under shelters
in time.

Staff members of the township
agriculture department carry
out selection of quality strains
of crops, prevention of pests,
weeding, abstraction of different
strains of crops and systematic
broadcasting of fertilizers so
as toincrease per-acre yield of
crops. SMK
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Researchers tap into how one shark is able to live for 400 years

GREENLAND September 23

The shark s large, sluggish,
and can be found in the deep
waters of the North Atlantic.
They don’t reach sexual maturity
until they are 150 years old,
therefore their population is
believed to still be recovering
from over-fishing prior to World
War II.

The Greenland shark is an
animal with the stunning ability
to live for as long as 400 years.
Now, an international group of
scientists from Europe and the
US are mapping the genome
of the shark, which will help
researchers better understand
how the animal is able to live
for so long, a report from the
New York Times detailed.

According to the research,
which was published as a
preprint in bioRxiv, the sharks

possess exceptionally large
genomes with about 6.5 billion
DNA “base pairs”. That is twice
as many as is found in humans,
making it one of the largest
non-tetrapod genomes sequenc-
ed so far.

Beyond that, the scientists
also discovered the genome to
be composed of repeated genes
which are known as “jumping
genes”. These genres are able
toself replicate after inserting
themselves in others, like a
“genomic parasite” Hoffmann
explained. This can disrupt the
normal functioning of genes
and cause diseases or develop-
mental issues in an organism,
the report explained.

But the researchers have
hypothesized that evolution
has catered to the Greenland
shark, allowing it to take control

of these “genomic parasites”
and use them in DNA repair.

Joao Pedro de Magalhaes, a
molecular biogerontologist who
was not involved in the study,
said research on the shark’s
extraordinary genome may
help scientists “develop cancer
therapies or prevention mea-
sures, or a greater fundamen-
tal understanding of cancer
that will lead to clinical benefits”
for people.

A separate team of resear-
chers were stunned in 2016
when they discovered that one
female Greenland shark had
likely been alive for 400 years,
after they set out to determine
the ages of 28 of these fascinat-
ing vertebrates. The sharks
are large and can grow up to 5
meters (16.5 feet) in length and
reach sexual maturity at age

150.

The determination of the
shark’s age was not exact, but
researchers guess she could
have been between 272 and 512
years old, making her likely 400
years old - which means her
date of birth would belong some
time to the 17" Century.

The discovery of the shark’s

age made it the new record-
holder for the world's oldest
vertebrate. However, the record
for the oldest living invertebrate
belongs to a 507-year-old clam
named Ming, and the oldest
living land animal was a Seych-
elles giant tortoise named
Jonathan who was over 190
years old. Sputnik

Death toll from latest Israeli strikes
on Lebanon rises to 182: ministry

BEIRUT September 23

The Death toll in Israeli air-
strikes on Monday on southern
and eastern Lebanon rose to
182, and 727 others were injur-
ed, according to a statement
by the Lebanese Health Mini-
stry.

The ministry added that the
casualties include women,
children, and paramedics.

Lebanese military sources,
speaking on condition of anony-
mity, told Xinhua that Israeli
warplanes on Monday carried
out more than 300 air raids on
large areas in eastern and
southern Lebanon, targeting
around 60 towns in southern
and eastern Lebanon.

"The Lebanese Red Cross
and Civil Defence vehicles are
working to transport the injured
to hospitals across southern
and eastern Lebanon," the sour-

ces said.

Meanwhile, Hezbollah said
in a statement, "In response to
the enemy's attacks that target-
ed areas in the south and the
Bekaa Valley, the Islamic Resi-
stance fighters bombed the
reserve headquarters of the

Israeli army's northern corps,
Galilee Division Reserve Base,
and its stores of logistics at
Ami'ad Base as well as Rafael's
military-industrial complexes
in Zevulun area, north of Haifa
with dozens of missiles."
Xinhua

Eight dead in lightning incident in central India

NEW DELHI September 23

Atleast eight people, including
six school children, died and
one was injured when lightning
struck them amid rains in India's
central state of Chhattisgarh
on Monday, confirmed a local
police official.

The incident took place in
the afternoon when children
were returning from school in
Joratarai Village of the state's
Rajnandgaon District, added
the cop.

Chhattisgarh is one of the
states in India that is particu-

larly susceptible to lightning-
related fatalities. Earlier this
month, seven men had died
and three were injured in a
similar incident in the state's
Balodabazar-Bhatapara Dis-
trict.

Xinhua

Australian researchers discover
new cells in world-first

CANBERRA September 23

Australian researchers have
discovered new cells in a world-
first that they say could enhance
future human tissue repair and
generation.

In a study published on Mon-
day, a team from the South Aus-
tralian Health and Medical Re-
search Institute discovered the
cells that can transform into
two previously-known types of
cells: endothelial cells that form
blood vessels and macrophages,
which are responsible for tissue
repair and defense.

Named EndoMac progeni-
tors, the new cells were disco-
vered in the outer layer of aortas
in adult mice.

The team said that the exist-
ence of cells with similar fun-
ctions has been theorized for
over a century but that they had
neverbeen found. The discovery
was the result of nine years of
work by the researchers.

They found that the cells are
activated by injury or poor blood
flow, at which point they rapidly
expand to aid healing.

Ongoing research suggests
that the EndoMac progenitors
could be used to boost healing
in conditions like diabetes where
the body struggles to properly
repair itself.

"When we transplanted these
progenitors into diabetic wou-
nds, we saw a dramatic impro-
vement in healing within days,"
Sanuri Liyange, amember of the
research team, said in a media
release.

"In theory, this could become
a game-changer for patients
suffering from chronic wounds."

She said that the discovery
was a promising development
for creating more effective
treatments that support the
body's ability to heal and maintain
function over time.

Xinhua

15 killed, 61 injured in paramilitary
forces attack in Sudan's

Omdurman city

KHARTOUM September 23

At least 15 people were Kkilled and 61 others injured in an
artillery attack by the paramilitary Rapid Support Forces (RSF)
on a crowded civilian market in Omdurman city, north of the
Sudanese capital Khartoum, Khartoum State's Health Ministry

announced on Monday.

Xinhua
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

and property of innocent people.

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

Simple blood test that could revolutionise care for patients with multiple
sclerosis and prevent disability

A simple blood test could
revolutionise care for patients
with multiple sclerosis and

gt

prevent disability, according to
research.
Markers in the blood can

predict how the disease will
develop and what drugs will be
effective, the study found.

MS s a debilitating condition
that affects the brain and spinal
cord and leaves people with
mobility issues, memory loss
and fatigue.

There are two main types of
MS: relapsing remitting, in
which symptoms flare and sub-
side for periods, and primary
progressive, in which there
are no periods of remission
and symptoms worsen stea-
dily, leaving the suffering disa-
bled.

Many patients with relaps-
ing remitting MS develop the

primary progressive form.

There is no cure but some tre-
atment can slow progression
and ease symptoms, so offering
the right medication at the right
time is key to keeping patients
well for as long as possible.
Researchers found patients
with high levels of a protein
that indicates nerve damage
were 45 per cent more likely to
suffer relapses. They showed
significant benefits from more
specialised drugs.

The findings, unveiled at the
Congress of the European Com-
mittee for Treatment and Re-
search in Multiple Sclerosis
this week, in Copenhagen, could

benefit the 130,000 people who
live with MS in the UK, and the
nearly 7,000 people who are
newly diagnosed each year.
'The results of this study
underscore the critical need
for personalised treatment app-
roaches,' said Dr Enric Monreal,
an MS specialist in Madrid and
author of the study.
'Measuring levels at disease
onset, we gain valuable insights
into the progression pathways
of MS, enabling clinicians to
identify the optimal patients
for specific drugs. This approach
aims to avoid unnecessary treat-
ment-related risks.'
Mail Online

Tiny plastic grains that are injected into your knee - and can end agony
of arthritis in the knee

Injecting tiny grains of plastic
into the knee joint could offer
hope to patients crippled by
arthritis pain, NHS research
suggests.

The ground-breaking techni-
que requires only a local anaes-
thetic, a few hours in hospital
and leaves little, if any, scarring.

Some 40 knee arthritis suffe-
rers have undergone the treat-
ment, called genicular arterial
embolisation, as part of a trial
by the Royal Berkshire NHS
Foundation Trust and Univer-
sity of Reading.

Two-thirds reported swelling
significantly lessened and more
than half had improvements in
pain.

Osteoarthritis, as it is known
medically, affects 10 million
people in the UK, according to
charity Versus Arthritis. The
disease is caused when the
lining of the knee, the synovium,
becomes swollen and painful.

This stops the knee working
properly, causing the cartilage

that cushions the ends of the
bones in a joint to wear away.

The operation targets new
‘faulty’ blood vessels that grow
in the synovium, releasing che-
micals that start the cycle of
pain and inflammation.

Patient Tim Cooper, 67, joined
the trial after being kept awake
by the aching in his left knee,
struggling to climb stairs and
being unable to garden or go
walking. But the retired manager
for the Ministry of Defence says
undergoing the procedure in
2021 has transformed his life
as he no longer has any symp-
toms.

The Navy veteran, from Gos-
port in Hampshire, has since
taken up bee-keeping, tends
several allotment plots and
walks fostered rescue dogs for
five miles a day.

Mr Cooper says: ‘It has made
such a big difference to my life.
I was in constant pain and it
restricted what I could do so
much. Now it is just the same

as the other knee.

‘T have always loved being
outside, and I couldn’t walk or
garden, doing the things that
make life enjoyable. This has
given me my life back’

Professor Mark Little, a radi-
ologist at the Royal Berkshire
Hospital in Reading, started
the trial after finding blocking
blood vessels—a type of procedure
called embolisation — was a
successful treatment for other
conditions. Embolisation is used
to treat enlarged prostates,
benign womb growths and liver
tumours - and it can stop major
bleeding after accidents.

During the new knee version
of the op, a patient is injected
with a local anaesthetic before
a needle is used to access an
artery in the groin.

A narrow hollow tube is fed
down the main blood vessel
supplying the knee, guided by
an X-ray machine.

Tiny amounts of liquid carry-
ing the plastic beads, which are

the size of grains of sand, are
then injected via the catheter.
These travel into the faulty blood
vessels in the synovium, blocking
blood flow.

Doing so halts the production
of chemicals that trigger infla-
mmation, easing pain and swe-
lling. Professor Little says: ‘If
we can stop these chemical
messengers where they are
made, our theory is we can halt
the inflammation and perhaps
pause the disease.

‘This can drastically reduce
the level of pain and possibly
prevent so many people needing

knee replacements. While it
doesn’t work for everyone, it
offers a hopeful and exciting
new option.’

‘The procedure is best for
patients with mild to moderate
disease, which hasn’t responded
to the standard treatment such
as painkillers and physiotherapy
but whose condition isn’t bad
enough for a knee replacement.

Nine of the original 40 opera-
ted on did subsequently have
knee replacements. Six more
who were initially in the study
were found to be unsuitable for
the procedure.  Mail Online
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