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Merchants sell 75,000 baskets of

Ziya rice to Yangon market

MAWLAMYINEGYUN February 13

Merchants from Mawlamyinegyun Township of Ayeyawady
Region sold 75,000 bags of rice to Yangon market, said Daw Thin
Thin Aye, the owner of rice and paddy commodity wholesale
centre in Mawlamyinegyun Township.

Daw Thin Thin Aye explained: “Many bags of Ziya rice was sent
to Yangon market last month. Merchants sell agricultural products
to Yangon market only. Ziya is good in consumption. High demand
from Yangon market creates a large purchase for Ziya rice from

Mawlamyinegyun Township in January 2025. In fact, sale of

Ziyarice is larger than other types of rice in domestic market.”
Thanks to high demand for Ziya rice, local businesspersons
and those in production chains are convenient in managing their

livelihoods.

SMK

1.7 - o> e

o PR

SRS Tk
T i by =
i~ .—““”‘(: = T

-

g /

_;,,_u...;....w e
|

Merchants from Bogale Township ship 72,000 viss of Gutum fish to

Yangon market

SMOL
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BOGALE February 13

Merchants and businessper-
sons from Bogale Township of
Ayeyawady Region sold 72,000
viss of Gutum fish to Yangon
market according to Daw Tin
Htwe, the owner of fishery pro-
duct trading centre in Bogale
Township.

Merchants could sell 65,000
viss of Gutum fish to Yangon in
November, compared to 72,000
viss in December 2024, fetching
Ks-21,000 per viss of Gutum fish
in the market.

Daw Tin Htwe clarified: “I sent
various kinds of fish including

Gutum from Bogale Township
to Yangon market last month.
Local merchants supplied
72,000 viss of Gutum fish to
Yangon. They focus on sale of
all fish to Yangon market only.
Yangon market raises demand
of purchasing Gutum fish from
Bogale Township. Hence, local
fishermen and businesspersons
are convenient in earning their
incomes.”

Consequently, merchants
and those in production chains
of fishery products in Bogale
Township are convenient in
their livelihoods. SK

Kidney bean planted on more than 1,700 acres of croplands in Indaw Township

INDAW February 13

Local farmers planted 1,785
acres of kidney bean as cold
season crops in Indaw Town-
ship of Sagaing Region, accord-
ing to the Indaw Township Agri-
culture Department.

Local authorities earmarked
3,314 acres of kidney bean in
the township in 2024-2025 cold

season but farmers planted
1,785 acres of crops against
the target cultivation.

U Thein Khaing, Head of
Indaw Township Agriculture
Department, disclosed: “Local
farmers have so far planted
more than 1,000 acres of kidney
bean against the target of over
3,000 acres this cold season. Our

department provides quality
strains of crops, agricultural
inputs and post-harvest techno-
logy for local farmers to boost
per-acre yield of quality crops.”

Officials from the Township
Agriculture Department raise
farmer awareness to expand
sown acreage of kidney bean,
boosting per-acre yield of crops,

and using GAP system and
quality seeds.

The crops planted in GAP
system can have higher quality
than other crops planted in
conventional methods, and
fetch higher prices in the do-
mestic and international mar-
kets.

SMK

Yinmabin District harvests over 40,000 acres of rain-fed pigeon peas

YINMABIN February 13

A total of 40,388 acres of
pigeon peas planted in this
year’s rainy season in Yinmabin
District, Sagaing Region, have
been harvested, according to
statistics from the Department
of Agriculture for Yinmabin
District.

During the 2024-2025 rain
crops planting season, 91,688
acres of pigeon peas were
planted in Yinmabin District,
and the cultivated pigeon pea
fields were harvested from
November 2024. Till date, 40,388
acres have been harvested,
with ayield of 19.11 baskets per

acre.

“We are also helping to im-
prove the yield in the cultivat-
ion of pigeon peas. Pigeon peas
are grown separately and are
also grown as intercrops,” said
Daw Myat Moe Win, head of the
Department of Agriculture for
Yinmabin District.

This year, the Township De-
partment of Agriculture has
provided field knowledge for
the farmers who grow pigeon
peas in Yinmabin District to
select and cultivate good variet-
ies, to have correct planting
method, to learn about pest
safety and betteryield. = SK

Cultivation
of paddy
completes in
Maubin
Township

MAUBIN February 13

Atotal of 56,845 acres of paddy
has been planted in Maubin
Township of Ayeyawady Region,
said U Zaw Min Tun, the head of
Maubin Township Agriculture
Department.

Local authorities earmark-
ed cultivation of 82,751 acres of
paddy as cold season crops in
Maubin Township but farmers
have so far planted 56,845 acres
of paddy against the target
cultivation. They are trying hard
to meet the target cultivation
with the assistance of the Town-
ship Agriculture Department.

U Zaw Min Tun clarified:
“Local farmers choose paddy
strains suitable for the region
and these must be high yield.
Our department helps local
farmers grow paddy without
any difficulties. Moreover, we
share agricultural techniques
and prevention of pests with
local farmers.”

Officials of the Township Agri-
culture Department provide
local farmers with agricultural
techniques, post-harvest tech-
nology, agricultural inputs and
fertilizers.

SK
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State Administration Council
Press Release
Re-invitation to Myanmar citizens who reside in various regions for many reasons

1. Some student youths, State service personnel and citizens evaded to areas of EAOs and foreign countries with worries because of incitements and
intimidation of NLD members, extremist followers, unlawful associations and terrorist groups such as CRPH and NUG, incitement of CDM, and the persons
and organizations at home and abroad not wishing to restore the peace and stability of the State since after 1 February 2021 when the Tatmadaw assumed

the State responsibility.

various parts of Myanmar.

2. They are further worried about the dictatorship statement and speeches of unlawful association and terrorist group CRPH and NUG, and some
relevant persons. As they face no security guarantee and difficulties in socio-economic life in their areas, they wish to return to their native lands.

3. The State Administration Council will specially ease the restrictions for service personnel, intellectuals and intelligentsia, and the persons from
various arenas and citizens who evaded from the country with worries, except the persons who committed murders, robbery, setting fire, mine explosions
and intentional attacks on security troops, those who crowded to attack public service personnel and some people, those who destroyed government owned
buildings and private owned buildings and those who deeply participated in the CDM activities with providing monetary assistance and other ways.

4, As those who evaded from their native areas are also citizens, the State Administration Council will arrange their returns from the evaded areas to

5. As such, the information was released that if those who evaded to various areas, except the persons who committed any kinds of crime, wish to return
to their native lands in Myanmar of their own accord due to various worries, the citizens abroad are to contact nearby ward, village, township and district
administration bodies and relevant embassies, military attaché offices and consulates in accord with the easing restrictions under the law.

Information Team
State Administration Council

More than 2,000 acres of wheat planted in Yinmabin District

YINMABIN February 13

Statistics of Yinmabin District
Department of Agriculture stat-
ed that a total of 2,934 acres of
croplands have been placed
under wheat plantations in
Yinmabin District of Sagaing
Region.

Local farmers started culti-
vation of wheat on 2,934 acres of
croplands against the target of
10,850 acres of target cultivation
in 2024-2025 cold season.

Daw Myat Moe Win, Head of

Yinmabin District Department of
Agriculture said: “Local autho-
rities earmarked cultivation
of more than 10,000 acres of
wheat but local farmers have
so far planted more than 2,000
acres of wheat. They are trying
hard to meet the target cultiva-
tion. The Department of Agri-
culture raises farmer aware-
ness of growing wheat to boost
per-acre yield with the techni-
ques of broadcasting fertili-
zers and pests. Moreover, the

department helped local far-
mers to choose quality strains
of crops.”

This year, Yinmabin Town-
ship completed cultivation of
504 acres of wheat, Kani Town-
ship 780 acres, Salingyi Town-
ship 1,089 acres and Pale Town-
ship 561 acres, totalling 2,934
acres.

In 2024-2025 cold season,
Yinmabin Township earmarked
cultivation of 3,850 acres of
wheat, Kani Township 810 acres,

Salingyi Township 5,840 acres
and Pale Township 350 acres,
totalling 10,850 acres.

Officials of the Township De-
partment of Agriculture helped
local farmers meet the target
cultivation, boost per-acre yield
of crops, produce quality crops
and prevent pests.

Farmers need to spend some
Ks-300,000 per acre on cultivat-
ion of wheat which can yield
21 baskets per acre on an ave-
rage.

Wheat is cultivated from
October to December, and har-
vested from February to April.
Local farmers from Sagaing
Township grow white wheat
strain.

Relevant Departments of
Agriculture in Yinmabin District
conduct training courses for
local farmers and agricultural
staff to enhance their capacity
to grow wheat without any
difficulties.

SK

Cultivation of sunflower finishes on more than 1,300 acres of croplands in Mingin Township

MINGIN February 13

Statistics of Mingin Township
Agriculture Department stated
that a total of 1,327 acres of sun-
flower has been planted as cold
season crops in Mingin Town-
ship of Sagaing Region.

Local farmers started culti-
vation of sunflower on 1,327

acres of land in October this
year, against the target of 16,335
acres of sunflower in 2024-2025
cold season.

Daw Hayman Kyaw Kyaw,
Head of Mingin Township
Agriculture Department said:
“Local authorities earmarked
cultivation of more than 10,000

acres of sunflower in Mingin
Township this cold season but
farmers have so far planted
more than 1,000 acres of crops
against the target cultivation.
They are trying hard to meet
the target cultivation with
the aim of reducing import of
cooking oil abroad. So, they

are striving to expand sown
acreage of sunflower. Yield of
oil from sunflower is larger than
groundnut and sesame. Far-
mers prefer to grow sunflower
in winter.”

Mingin Township Depart-
ment of Agriculture conducts
training courses for local far-

mers and agricultural staff to
enhance their capacity so as
to grow sunflower.

This year, officials of the
Township Department arrange
to provide quality strains of
crops and urea fertilizers at fair
prices to local farmers.

SMK

ChaungU Township finishes cultivation of peanut on more than 5,000 acres of croplands

CHAUNGU February 13

The statistics of ChaungU
Township Agriculture Depart-
ment stated that a total of 5,415
acres of peanut has been plant-
ed in the township of Sagaing
Region this year.

Local farmers grew 5,415

acres of peanut against the
target of 6,900 acres of crops
in ChaungU Township, starting
from October this year.

Daw Khin Myat Myat Oo,
Head of ChaungU Township
Agriculture Department com-
mented: “Local authorities ear-

marked 5,900 acres of peanut
this cold season, 5,415 acres of
which has been planted by local
farmers. Our department helps
local farmers grow crops meet-
ing the target. Peanut plantat-
ions are thriving in the township.
Sown acreage of peanut is on

the rise year by year.
Farmers use 1.5 baskets of
peanut seeds per acre and cost
more than Ks-200,000 per acre
of peanut for quality seeds,
labour charge, fertilizers and
pesticides. The crops yield
more than 50 baskets per

acre.
This year; officials of the Town-
ship Agriculture Department
make field trips to the peanut
plantations for thriving of crops,
prevention of pests, and removal

of weeds.
SK
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Trump wants Education Department to be closed “immediately”

WASHINGTON February 13

U.S. President Donald Trump
said on Wednesday he wanted
the Education Department to
be closed immediately.

“I’dlike it to be closed imme-
diately,” Trump told reporters
Wednesday afternoon from the
White House Oval Office. “The
Department of Education’s a
big con job.”

“So they ranked the top 40
countries in the world. We’re

ranked number 40, But we’re
ranked No. 1 in one department
-- cost per pupil. So, we spend
more per pupil than any other
country in the world.”

Trump had previously claim-
ed that he wanted to close the
Education Department, stating
that he intended to return the
responsibility for education to
the states.

During his first term, Trump
proposed shutting down the

department as part ofhis agenda
to reduce the size and functions
of the federal government.
The agency employs 4,245
people and spent 251 billion
dollars in the most recent
year, according to Reuters.
An immediate closure of the
department could disrupt tens
of billions of dollars in aid to
students from kindergarten
through high schools, and tuit-
ion assistance for college stud-

ents.

In the weeks following his
inauguration on January 20,
Trump has been pushing for
major reforms within the U.S.
federal government, including
advancing massive federal work-
force reduction and allowing
the Department of Govern-
ment Efficiency led by Elon
Musk to gain access to key
payment systems of multiple
agencies.

Trump has also attempted to
shut down agencies such as the
U.S. Agency for International
Development (USAID), claim-
ing that they are rife with
“tremendous fraud” and “un-
precedented levels of corrupt-
ion.”

The closure of both USAID
and the Education Depart-
ment requires approval from
Congress.

Xinhua

Indonesia adds 494.8 min USD for new capital construction

amid budget cut

JAKARTA February 13

The Indonesian government
has assured that the construct-
ion of the country’s new capital,
Nusantara, on Borneo Island
will proceed as planned despite
concerns over massive budget
cuts.

Head of the Nusantara Capi-
tal City Authority Basuki Hadi-
muljono said on Wednesday
that the government has add-
ed 8.1 trillion rupiahs (around
494.8 million U.S. dollars) to
the budget.

“President Prabowo Subianto
asked us and other ministers
to prepare an additional budget
document amounting to 8.1
trillion rupiahs, as part of the
total budget, which is 48.8
trillion rupiahs (around 2.98

]
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billion dollars),” Hadimuljono
said after a hearing with the
Indonesian parliament, as
quoted by local media.
Indonesia’s massive budget
cut of up to 306.7 trillion rupiahs
(around 18.76 billion dollars) in

z ] S S
2025 state spending has recently
made headlines.

The budget allocation for in-
frastructure was also reduced
by 81.38 trillion rupiahs (around
4.98 billion dollars), down from
the initially planned 110.95

trillion rupiahs (around 6.79
billion dollars).

The budget cuts reportedly
aimed to increase funding for
the country’s nationwide free
nutritious meals program.

Xinhua

Panic grips European leaders as EU left out of Trump-Putin call

MOSCOW February 13

Russian President Vladimir
Putin and his US counterpart
Donald Trump discussed Ukr-
aine, the Middle East, energy
issues, and the exchange of
citizens in a telephone call that
lasted for one and a half hours,
Kremlin Spokesman Dmitry
Peskov revealed.

The phone conversation
between Vladimir Putin and
Donald Trump has triggered a
litany of reactions from Euro-

pean politicians.

Britain’s Foreign Secretary
David Lammy posted a joined
statement by several European
states that read: “Our shared
objectives should be to put
Ukraine in a position of strength.
Ukraine and Europe must be
part of any negotiations.” UK
Defence Secretary John Healey
claimed that no peace talks
could be done “about Ukraine
without Ukraine.”

Boris Pistorius, Germany’s

defence chief, lamented the
development as “regrettable”
arguing that the Trump admi-
nistration had made “concess-
ions” to Russia, while asserting
that “it would have been better
to speak about a possible NATO
membership for Ukraine or
possible losses of territory at
the negotiating table.”
Joining the bandwagon, Ger-
many Foreign Minister Anna-
lena Baerbock added that
“peace can only be achieved

together. And that means: with
Ukraine and with the Euro-
peans.”

In addition, Polish Prime
Minister Donald Tusk declared
that “All we need is peace...
Ukraine, Europe and the United
States should work on this
together.”

For his part, French top diplo-
mat Jean-Noel Barrot insisted
that “There will be no just and
durable peace in Ukraine with-
out Europeans.” Sputnik

Soros secretly stashes millions in shale oil while
publicly pushing his ‘Green’ credentials

MOSCOW February 13

Soros Fund Management
reportedly pumped over US$-
30 million into stakes of Texas-
based shale energy companies
in the third quarter of 2024.

A Stephens Inc. analysis
cited by Bloomberg says the
hedge fund speculator-turned
‘philanthropist’ is investing
big time in Magnolia Oil & Gas
Corp and Hess Midstream LP

in Houston, Texas.

Extracted using an extremely
energy-intensive process (most
often surface mining, followed
by pyrolysis, heating particulates
up to 450-500° to squeeze out the

oil), shale oil has been slammed
by environmentalists as the
‘dirtiest fuel on the planet’.
Soros and his Open Society
Foundations, meanwhile, have
touted themselves as among the
biggest friends of the environ-
ment, recently committing US$-
400 million in support of ‘green
industrial policies’ in the Global
South. Sputnik

Canada will
never join
US - Trudeau

OTTAWA February 13

Outgoing Canadian Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau has
said US President Donald
Trump’s remarks about Canada
becoming the 515t US state are
a “non-starter.”

Trump has repeatedly floated
the idea of absorbing Canada,
reiterating last week his desire
to make the country “our 51%
state.” He told reporters he
would “love” to see it happen
but acknowledged that some
people consider it a “long shot.”

Speaking to reporters on
Wednesday as he wrapped up
his visit to Brussels, Trudeau
called the idea of incorporating
Canada into the US a “non-
starter.”

“There’s not a snowball’s
chance in hell that Canada will
ever be the 51% state,” he said.
“It’s never going to happen,
but we have to take seriously
what the president is saying
and fold that into our thinking
as we continue to stand up for
Canada.”

Trudeau described Canad-
ians’ response in recent weeks
as “inspiring,” noting how they
have changed their vacation
plans, explored ways to “buy
Canadian,” and supported local
businesses.

Last week, Trudeau was
caught on a hot mike telling
businesspeople that Trump is
not joking when he talks about
annexing Canada. The US wants
to “benefit” from Canada’s
natural resources and “Trump
has it in mind that one of the
easiest ways of doing that is
absorbing our country, and it
is areal thing,” he warned. RT
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive
activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

and property of innocent people.
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1213 Which is correct?
1 ‘Did you call Max?’ ‘Oh no, I forgot. I-eall-/ I'll call him now.” (I'll call is correct)
2 I can’t meet you tomorrow morning. I'm playing / Pl play tennis. (I’'m playing is correct)
3 ‘Lmeet / I'll meet you outside the hotel at 10.30, OK?’ ‘Yes, that’s fine.’
4 ‘Please don’t go yet.” ‘OK, I'm staying / Ill stay a little longer, but I have to go soon.’
5 I’'m having / I'll have a party next Saturday. I hope you can come.
6 ‘Remember to lock the door when you go out.” ‘OK. I don’t forget / I won't forget.’
7 ‘Do you have any plans for the weekend?’ ‘Yes, we’re going / we’ll go to a wedding.’
8 Are you doing / Will you do anything tomorrow evening?’ ‘No, I'm free. Why?’
9 ‘Do you do / Will you do something for me?’ ‘It depends. What do you want me to do?’
10 ‘Do you go / Will you go to work by car?’ ‘Not usually. I prefer to walk.’
11 I asked Sue what happened, but she doesn’t tell / won’t tell me.
12 I don’t know if I can win the race tomorrow, but I'm doing / I'll do my best.

- What do you say in these situations? Write sentences with shall 1 ... 7 ershall we ... 7

1 You and a friend want to do something this evening, but you don’t know what.

You say: What shall we do.this evening? Do you want to go somewhere?
2 You and a friend are going on holiday together, but you have to decide where.

YOU GSK JOUL fTIEIIA: ...ttt ettt et et st sas e s s st asesesesessssasssesessesesesssesssssseseseasssesssessssssssessssssssssssssesssessnssssessnesesesns ?
3 You try on a jacket in a shop. You are not sure whether to buy it or not.

YOU aSK @ frI€Nd fOI QAVICE: .......cuevviriieieirireeicrirtceeistseee ettt st ssass s st s e stsssssssessssssssssasssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnnns ? What do you think?
4 You and a friend are going out. You have to decide whether to get a taxi or to walk.

YOU asK YOUT frIENA: ......oooveerririieirieiiesinireeciesenesesie e esseesesesessssensens OF ettt sttt se et s sttt b ettt bttt s bt ataene ?
5 It’s Helen’s birthday soon. You want to give her a present, but what?

YOU ASK @ fIIENA: WRAL ...ttt ettt sttt s a s st a s s e se s s e sassbessnnssessssnssenste ? Any ideas?
6 You're meeting a friend tomorrow, but you have to decide what time.

YOU SAY: ceurveirienrrririniieseisisesssssesesesssssstssssssssssssesssssessssssssessssssssesessssssssessssssssssessssesssssssssssssssesssssesesesssssesesessesssssessssssssesesnssesesens ? Is 10.30 OK for you?

=-» Additional exercises 10-13 (pages 308-10)

Unit

22

>A> We do not use will to say what somebody has already arranged or decided to do:
@ Lisa is working next week. (not Lisa will work)

® Are you going to watch TV this evening? (not will you watch)
Raymond Murphy
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- CARD SERVICES

& Individual Debit Card/ Credit Card

& Corporate Debit Card

@ Automated Teller Machine Services

Phone No : (01) 2301367, 2301368, 2301452, 2301378

@ Point of Sales Services

@) Online Payment/ Tax Payment
Via E-commerce




