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Zalun Township sees better trading of sweet corns at domestic market

ZALUN March 9

Sweet corns produced by Zalun
Township of Ayeyawady Region is in
high demand at the domestic market,
said Daw Mi Mi Htay, the owner of
agricultural produce trading depot in
Zalun Township.

In Zalun Township, demand for sweet
corn has been strong and trading has
remained brisk from the first week of
January this year up to the present.
The increase in demand is reportedly
due to stronger purchasing of locally
produced sweet corn by Pathein and
other regions.

“Locally produced sweet corn is

seeing strong demand not only in
the local market but also from other
regions. Demand has increased notice-
ably since around the first week of May.
Along with stronger demand, prices
have also improved slightly. The Yangon
market is purchasing locally produced
sweet corn, and as output of pulses has
declined, demand has increased and
sales have been active,” said Daw Mi
Mi Htay, an agricultural produce trader
from Zalun Township.

Agricultural produce traders in Zalun
Township reportedly purchase locally
produced sweet corn and redistribute
it to the Yangon market using cargo

trucks. These locally produced sweet
corn ears are free from pests, and

market prices range from Ks-32,000 to
Ks-40,000 per 100 ears. SMK

Phaungpyin Township grows more than 3,000 acres of vegetables

PHAUNGPYIN March 9

Atotal of 3,910 acres of vegetables were
planted on the cropland in Phaungpyin
Township of Sagaing Region, according
to the Mawlaik District Agriculture
Department.

In 2025-2026 cold season crop cul-
tivation period, local authorities ear-
marked cultivation of 3,906 acres of
vegetables in Phaungpyin Township but
local farmers have so far planted 3,910
acres of crops, exceeding the target
cultivation.

“In Phaungpyin Township, during the

winter crop cultivation season, 3,906
acres were earmarked for vegetable
cultivation, and a total of 3,910 acres
were successfully planted. Cultivation
exceeded the original target acreage.
The crops grown include mustard greens,
chilli, Chinese cabbage, cauliflower,
culinary herbs and spices, potatoes,
cabbage, eggplant, and gourds. Farmers
are provided with technical guidance to
ensure that all vegetables are cultivated
using the GAP (Good Agricultural
Practices) system. Technical support is
also being given so that all vegetables

are grown in a health-compliant manner
with minimal chemical residues,” said
Daw Kywe Kywe Hlaing, Head of the
Mawlaik District Department of Agricul-
ture.

In Phaungpyin Township, the Town-
ship Department of Agriculture is
providing vegetable farmers with
technical training on GAP-based cul-
tivation methods, offering guidance
to ensure that vegetables harvested
from farms are healthy and safe for
consumption, and supporting efforts to
expand vegetable cultivation.

Vegetables of various types are grown
seasonally each year in Phaungpyin
Township. These crops have been
producing good yields, enabling far-
mers to earn household income. The
Township Department of Agriculture
is also providing farmers intending
to grow vegetables with education
and guidance on proper cultivation
methods, pest prevention, and the
production and use of natural fertili-
zers, natural pesticides, and pest control
solutions.
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LABUTTA March 9
Local merchants from Labutta Town-

Merchants send large volum

— . /,

ship of Ayeyawady Region dispatched
a large volume of featherback fish to

Yangon market within one month, said
Daw Khin Htay, the owner of fishery
product trading commodity in Labutta
Township.

Fisheries traders in Labutta Township
are systematically inspecting feath-
erback fish before transporting and sell-
ing them to the Yangon market. About
72,000 viss of featherback fish were
exported and sold to the Yangon mar-
ket.

“Over the past month, shipments of
featherback fish to the Yangon market
have been strong. During that period,
more than 72,000 viss of featherback
fish were transported and sold. These

e of featherback fish to Yangon market

are high-quality fish. Demand from the
Yangon market remains strong even
into March. As larger volumes of fish
are being shipped, everyone involved in
the fisheries sector is seeing improved
conditions,” said Daw Khin Htay.
Featherback fish from Labutta
Township sold in the Yangon market
are currently priced between Ks-15,500
and Ks-22,000 per viss. Due to increased
shipments of fisheries products from
the area to the Yangon market, fish-
drying business owners, fishermen, and
fish-drying workers are also reported
to be benefiting.
SK

Homalin Township plants more than 8,000 acres of kidney bean this cold season

HOMALIN March 9
Statistics of Homalin Township Agri-
culture Department stated that local
farmers planted 8,020 acres of kidney
bean as cold season crops in Homalin
Township of Sagaing Region this year.
During the 2025-2026 winter crop sea-

son, Homalin Township has earmarked
9,497 acres for the cultivation of kidney
beans. Planting began in October 2025,
and to date, 8,020 acres have already
been planted, according to reports.

In Homalin Township, the Department
of Agriculture is carrying out awareness-

raising activities to help kidney bean far-
mers expand their cultivated acreage,
improve yields, adopt Good Agricultural
Practices (GAP), use quality and pure
seeds, and grow high-yielding varieties.

Crops cultivated using GAP methods
are reported to have better quality than

those grown using other methods, fetch
higher prices, and meet standards sui-
table not only for domestic markets but
also for export markets. As a result,
farmers adopting these methods are
expected to achieve greater economic
benefits. SMK
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More than 24,000 acres of groundnut planted in

Mingin Townshlp

MINGIN March 9

Statistics of Mingin Township Agricul-
ture Department in Sagaing Region
stated that local farmers planted 24,105
acres of groundnut as cold season crops
in the township this year.

During the 2025-2026 winter crop
cultivation season, Mingin Township
earmarked 24,558 acres for groundnut
cultivation. Planting began in October
2025, and as of today, 24,105 acres have
already been planted.

“In Mingin Township, groundnuts were
planned to be cultivated on 24,558 acres,
and planting has been completed on
24,105 acres. Groundnut cultivation has
been successful and is progressing well.
As an oilseed crop, it is in a favorable
condition, and groundnut cultivation has
been improving year by year,” said Daw
Hayman Kyaw Win, Township Head of
the Mingin Township Department of
Agriculture.

In Mingin Township, groundnut culti-

Y‘ 4 -u,‘ 4

vation requires one and a half baskets

of seed per acre. Including the costs of
seed, labor, fertilizer, and pesticides,
production costs exceed Ks-200,000 per
acre. Yields are reported to be more
than 50 baskets per acre.

To ensure successful crop develop-

ment and to prevent pest and disease
infestations and weed growth, staff
members from the Township Depart-
ment of Agriculture are conducting
field inspections of groundnut farms
and collecting monitoring and survey

records. SK

Traders sell over 70,000 bags of bran to Yangon market

BOGALE March 9

Local merchants from Bogale Town-
ship in Ayeyawady Region dispatched
72,000 bags of bran to Yangon market
said Daw Moe Thuza, the owner of rice
and paddy trading wholesale in Bogale
Township.

In Bogale Township, up to 72,000 bags
were exported and sold. The bran is
primarily used domestically as feed
for fish, chickens, pigs, and ducks in
livestock and aquaculture operations.

“Over the past month, up to 72,000 bags
of bran containing 24 pyi each were
exported and sold to the Yangon mar-
ket. Bran is a byproduct obtained from
milling rice, and domestically it is main-
ly used as animal feed. There is also
demand in foreign markets. Currently,
the new rice harvest is still low, so bran
output is also limited. Even now, buyers
from Yangon are actively purchasing
bran. Because livestock and aquaculture
businesses are operating competitively,

the Yangon market is seeing strong
sales of these bran bags. With high
demand, farmers and mill workers are
able to carry out their work smoothly,”
said Daw Moe Thuza.

Most of the bran produced in Bogale
Township is purchased by local livestock
and aquaculture operators, while some
is exported to the Yangon market. Prices
for 100 bags of bran have reached up to
Ks-2.25 million.

SMK

Large volume of octopus sold to Yangon market

o

DEDAYE March 9

Local businesspersons from De-
daye Township of Ayeyawady Region
sent a large volume of octopus to Yangon
market said Daw Swe Swe, the owner
of fishery product trading depot in

/mf'

Dedaye Township.

Up to 67,000 viss of octopus from
Dedaye Township were exported to
the Yangon market.

“Local seafood products are being
smoothly exported to the Yangon

market, which is the main market for
seafood from both directions. Over
the past month, up to 67,000 viss of
octopus were exported and sold. Prices
vary depending on the freshness, size,
and weight of the octopus. Currently,
octopus is still in demand. Seafood ex-
ported from this side is being re-
distributed and sold both within the
local markets and in other regions,”
said Daw Swe Swe.

In Dedaye Township, long-arm octo-
pus is selling at Ks-29,500 per Kkilo-
grammes, and short-arm octopus at
Ks-27,500 per kilogrammes. Along
with octopus, other seafood products
from the area are also seeing strong
sales and export demand. As a result,
fishery workers, independent traders,
wholesale operators, merchants, and
transport rental service providers are
enjoying good employment and business
opportunities.

SK
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Htigyaing
Township
expands sown
acreage of
vegetables
more than
the target

HTIGYAING March 9

Local farmers cultivate vegetables
on the croplands exceeding the target
cultivation in Htigyaing Township of
Sagaing Region this year, according
to the Township Agriculture Depart-
ment.

Local authorities set a plan to grow
1,825 acres of vegetables in Htigyaing
Township of Sagaing Region in 2025-
2026 season. But, farmers started cul-
tivation of crops in October 2025, and
so far, they have plamted 2,400 acres
of crops, exceeding the target cultiva-
tion.

During the winter crop cultivation
season in Htigyaing Township, 1,825
acres were initially earmarked for
vegetable cultivation, but farmers were
able to cultivate a total of 2,400 acres,
exceeding the original target. The
vegetables grown include mustard
greens, chili, culinary herbs and spices,
potatoes, cabbage, eggplant, and gourds.
Farmers were provided with technical
assistance to ensure that all vegeta-
bles were cultivated using the GAP
(Good Agricultural Practices) system.
Technical guidance was also given to
help farmers grow vegetables in a
health-compliant manner with mini-
mal chemical residues,” said U Ko
Ko Aung, Township Head of the Hti-
gyaing Township Department of Agri-
culture.

In Htigyaing Township, the Town-
ship Department of Agriculture is pro-
viding vegetable farmers with technical
training on GAP-based cultivation
methods, offering guidance to ensure
that vegetables harvested from farms
are healthy and safe for consumption,
and supporting farmers in expanding
vegetable cultivation.

Vegetables of various types are
grown seasonally each year in Htigyaing
Township. These crops have been suce-
essfully cultivated, enabling farmers
to earn household income. The Town-
ship Department of Agriculture is also
providing education and guidance to
farmers intending to grow vegetables
on proper cultivation techniques, pest
prevention, and the production and use
of natural fertilizers, natural pesticides,
and pest control solutions.

SMK
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Oil for over
US$-100

a barrel

‘very small
price to pay’
for Iran war -
Trump

WASHINGTON March 9

The surge in oil prices will not stop
the US from waging its war on Iran,
President Donald Trump has said, after
Brent shot past US$-100 per barrel on
Sunday, marking the biggest daily gain
since the start of the Covid-19 pandemic
in 2020.

In response to the US and Israeli
airstrikes, Iran has closed the Strait
of Hormuz and struck tankers attemp-
ting to cross the waterway, which serves
as a route for around one-fifth of the
world’s oil supply. Iraq, the United Arab
Emirates, and Kuwait, all major oil pro-
ducers, have cut output after running
out of storage space.

In a Truth Social post on Sunday,
Trump downplayed the effects of the
war on global trade.

“Short term oil prices, which will
drop rapidly when the destruction of
the Iran nuclear threat is over, is a
very small price to pay for U.S.A., and
World, Safety and Peace. ONLY FOOLS
WOULD THINK DIFFERENTLY!”
Trump wrote.

During his reelection campaign,
Trump promised cheaper gas and no
costly wars. However, according to data
from the American Automobile Asso-
ciation, the national average price of
regular gasoline has risen by 15 percent
over the past week to US$-3.45 per gallon,
with some areas reporting increases of
nearly 30 percent.

US Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent
said on Friday that Washington is ex-
ploring additional measures to lower oil
prices. Energy Secretary Chris Wright
pledged to bring gasoline back below
US$-3 per gallon “before too long.”

Last week, the Treasury formally
allowed India to temporarily buy oil
from Russia, with Bessent saying the
US could potentially “unsanction” more
of Russia’s energy exports.

JPMorgan chief economist Bruce
Kasman told Reuters that the “near-
term scenario” could see crude prices
spike toward US$-120 per barrel before
settling “at an elevated US$-80 bbl
through mid-year” if the conflict persists.
Russian presidential investment envoy
Kirill Dmitriev said on Monday that oil
prices could exceed US$-200 a barrel
in the event of a “prolonged conflict.”

RT
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US State Department orders US diplomats to leave

Saudi Arabia immediately - Reports

WASHINGTON March 9

US diplomats serving in Saudi Arabia
have been ordered to leave the country,
the New York Times reported citing
sources.

The move by the State Department
signifies that American officials recog-
nize the growing risks in the region, the
publication said.

This marks the first time since Febr-
uary 28 that the department has approv-
ed or ordered the so-called mandatory
departure of personnel from Saudi
Arabia, the newspaper noted.

According to the newspaper, the State
Department order will apply not only to
US government employees in Riyadh
but also in Jeddah and Dhahran, two
cities where US consulates are located.

Earlier, American diplomats criticized
the Trump administration for delaying
preparations for evacuating the Middle
East, despite weeks of US troop buildup
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in the region and openly threatening
Iran with war.
On February 28, the US and Israel

launched an unprovoked aggression
against Iran, including Tehran, causing
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damage and civilian casualties. Iran
is carrying out retaliatory strikes on
Israeli territory, as well as on US military
targets in the Middle East.

Sputnik

Putin congratulates Mojtaba Khamenei on election as
Iran’s new supreme leader

MOSCOW March 9

Russian President Vladimir Putin sent
a congratulatory message to Mojtaba
Khamenei, the newly elected supreme
leader of Iran, on Monday, stating that
Russia has been and will remain a re-
liable partner of the Islamic Republic
of Iran.

“At a time when Iran is facing armed

aggression, your work in this high
office will undoubtedly require great
courage and dedication. I am confident
that you will honorably continue your
father’s cause and unite the Iranian
people in the face of severe trials,” Putin
was quoted as saying by the Kremlin’s
official website.

“For our part, we would like to reaffirm

our unwavering support for Tehran
and solidarity with our Iranian friends.
Russia has been and will remain a
reliable partner of Iran,” said Putin.
Iran’s Assembly of Experts announ-
ced on Sunday that Mojtaba Khamenei,
son of Ali Khamenei, had been elected
as Iran’s new supreme leader.
Xinhua

Azerbaijan, Iran resume cross-border freight transportation

BAKU March 9

The Azerbaijani Cabinet of Ministers
announced that Azerbaijan and Iran
resumed freight transportation across
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their shared state border on Monday,
ending a four-day suspension triggered
by drone strikes on Azerbaijan’s Nakh-
chivan exclave.

The government announced that
the entry and exit of all types of freight
vehicles, including those involved in
transit, have been restored since 10:00
local time (0600 GMT) on Monday.

The cabinet imposed the closure on
Thursday in response to drone attacks
launched from Iranian territory.

According to Azerbaijani authorities,
drones struck several locations, includ-
ing the terminal building of Nakhchivan
International Airport, while another
drone fell near a school.

The incident left several civilians
injured and caused damage to the airport
infrastructure. Later, the Iranian side
denied its involvement but pledged an
investigation into the drone attacks.

Xinhua

2 killed in helicopter crash in UAE

DUBAI March 9
Two members of the armed forces
were Kkilled after a helicopter crashed

due to a technical malfunction while
carrying out duty in the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) on Monday, the UAE’s

Ministry of Defence confirmed.
No further details were provided on
the crash. Xinhua
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive
activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

and property of innocent people.

45

>A> Study this example situation:

George is very old. Nobody knows exactly how old he is, but: e

Itis said that ﬁ;é_{ is 108 years old.
|

He is said to be 108 years old.

Both these sentences mean: ‘People say that he is 108 years old.

You can use these structures with a number of other verbs, especially:

alleged believed considered expected known reported thought understood
@ Cathy loves running.

It is said that she runs 10 miles a day. or She is said to run 10 miles a day.
@ The police are looking for a missing boy.

It is believed that the boy is wearing or The boy is believed to be wearing

a white sweater and blue jeans. a white sweater and blue jeans.
@ The strike started three weeks ago.
It is expected that it will end soon. or The strike is expected to end soon.
@ A friend of mine has been arrested.
It is alleged that he stole a car. or He is alleged to have stolen a car.
@ The two houses belong to the same family.
It is said that there is a secret tunnel or There is said to be a secret tunnel
between them. between them.
These structures are often used in news reports. For example, in a report about an accident:
@ Itis reported that two people were or Two people are reported to have
injured in the explosion. been injured in the explosion.
supposed to ...

You can use supposed to ... in the same way as said to ... :
@ TIwant to see that film. It’s supposed to be good. (= people say it’s good)
@ There are many stories about Joe. He’s supposed to have robbed a bank many years ago.
@ Fireworks are supposed to have been invented in China. Is it true?
Sometimes supposed to ... has a different meaning. We use supposed to to say what is intended,
arranged or expected. Often this is different from the real situation:
@ The plan is supposed to be a secret, but everybody seems to know about it.
(= the plan is intended to be a secret)
@ What are you doing at work? You’re supposed to be on holiday.
(= you arranged to be on holiday)
@ Our guests were supposed to come at 7.30, but they were late.
@ Jane was supposed to phone me last night, but she didn’t.
@ TI'dbetter hurry. I'm supposed to be meeting Chris in ten minutes.
You’re not supposed to do something = it is not allowed or advised:
@ You're not supposed to park your car here. It’s private parking only.

@ Joe is much better after his illness, but he’s not supposed to exercise too hard.
Raymond Murphy
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