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Farmers try hard to meet target cultivation
of summer crops

Pwintbyu March 11
Pwintbyu Township Ag-
riculture Department stated

that as Mezali Diversion Dam
of Pwintbyu Township Ir-
rigation and Water Utilization
Management Department of
Magway Region supplies
agricultural water to croplands
in the township for the local
farmers to meet the target cul-
tivation of crops starting from
15 February, those farmers
start farmlands preparations
with broadcasting of fertilizers.

During this year’s summer
cropping season, Pwintbyu

Township earmarks to culti-
vate more than 66,000 acres of
summer crops, including sum-
mer paddy, summer sesame,
and other summer crops. To
ensure that local farmers can
plant their summer crops on
time, the Township Depart-
ment of Irrigation and Water
Utilization Management began
distributing irrigation water on
15 February to paddy fields
within the irrigation area of
the North Mone Main Canal.
“As irrigation water has
already been released for
summer paddy cultivation,

local farmers are striving to
prepare their farmlands so that
they can plant their summer
crops on time and meet the
targeted acreage. They are
carrying out activities such
as ploughing and harrowing
the fields thoroughly, clearing
weeds and debris, and apply-
ing fertilizers to improve soil
fertility,” said Daw Moe Moe
Wai, Head of the Department
of Agriculture in Pwintbyu
Township.

Pwintbyu Township is
one of the townships in Mag-
way Region with the largest

irrigated cultivation areas.
Each year during the summer
cropping season, local farm-

| ers mainly cultivate summer

paddy varieties using water
from the Mezali Diversion
Dam. The main rice varieties
grown include Sarphoetha,
Ayeyamin, Manawthukha,
Sinthukha, Pakhan Shwewar,
Theehtatyin, Chanmyay May,

i and Paw San Yin. For oilseed

Ccrops, farmers grow sesame

= varieties such as Samon Net

(black sesame), Seinpan black
sesame, and white sesame.

According to the summer
crop cultivation plan of the
Pwintbyu Township Depart-
ment of Agriculture, during
this year’s summer cropping
season farmers in the town-
ship plan to cultivate 33,235
acres of summer paddy and
33,737 acres of summer ses-
ame, totaling 66,972 acres
of summer crops, with the
aim of increasing farmers’
incomes and improving crop
productivity.

Ye Win Naing (NyaungU)

Public

and robbing.

for Elimination of

Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called
CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly kill-
ing Buddhist monks, civil servants including schoolteach-

ers, and members of the general public, as well as looting

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”,
“NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and
killing people and committing destructive activities, is
to protect the lives and property of the general public.

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on ter-
rorists and on possession and transport of weapons/
ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and

property of innocent people.

Notice

Kyonpyaw Township supplies 50,000 bags of
black gram to Yangon in Feb

Kyonpyaw March 11

Local merchants from Ky-
onpyaw Township Agricul-
ture Department sold 50,000
bags of black gram to Yangon
market in February, said Daw
Thin Thin, the owner of pulses
and beans trader in Kyonpyaw
Township.

During January this year,
only about 40,000 bags of 16-
pyi black gram were exported
and sold from Kyonpyaw

Township to the Yangon mar-
ket. In February 2026, exports
increased to about 50,000
bags of 16-pyi black gram
during the month.

“In February, about 50,000
bags of 16-pyi black gram
were exported from Kyon-
pyaw Township to the Yangon
market. At present, buyers
from Yangon are still actively
purchasing pulses produced in
the region. Demand from the

Yangon side has improved
because purchases from the
overseas market have picked
up again. For black gram and
green gram, most exports to
foreign markets go to China.
Currently, demand from for-
eign markets has become
quite strong. The pulses be-
ing traded at the moment are
mainly leftover stocks from
the previous summer season,”
said Daw Thin Thin.

The 16-pyi bag of black
gram exported from Kyon-
pyaw Township to the Yangon
market is currently priced at
around K119,000 per bag.
Due to the strong sales of
these black grams, farm-
ers, traders, cargo handlers,
and truck drivers involved in
transportation are also benefit-
ing from improved business
conditions.

Kyaw Kyaw Lin

Merchants from Ngaputaw Township
55,000 bags of Ayeya Min rice to Yangon
within one month

Ngaputaw March 11

Local farmers and mer-
chants from Ngaputaw
Township of Ayeyawady
Region dispatched 55,000
bags of Ayeya Min rice to
Yangon market within one
month, said Daw Thida, the
owner of rice and paddy
trading depot in Ngaputaw
Township.

Rice from Ngaputaw
Township was exported to
the Yangon market in limited

quantities during January
this year, with only about
45,000 bags of 24-pyi Ayeya
Min rice sold. However,
between 1 February and 28
February, exports increased
to about 55,000 bags of 24-
pyi Ayeya Min rice during
the month.

“From Hinthada, rice and
other agricultural products
are being transported and
sold to the Yangon rice mar-
ket. During the past month

alone, about 55,000 bags of
24-pyi Ayeya Min rice were
exported. At present, the do-
mestic rice market in Yangon
is actively purchasing rice
from this region.

Most business operators
export paddy directly, while
others buy paddy, mill it into
rice, and then export it to the
market. As rice sales have
improved, farmers, traders,
cargo handlers, and truck
operators transporting the

goods are also gaining more
employment opportunities,”
said Daw Thida.

Ayeya Min rice exported
from Ngaputaw Township to
the Yangon market is cur-
rently priced at K75,000 to
K80,000 per bag. Rice and
paddy traders in the town-
ship are purchasing locally
produced paddy, milling it
into rice, and exporting it to
the Yangon market.

Kyaw Kyaw Lin

Bitter gourd in high
demand at domestic
market in Kyangin

-3

Kyangin March 11

Daw Aye Thu, the owner
of green grocery trader in
Kyangin Township of Ay-
eyawady Region, said that
bitter gourds are in high de-
mand at the domestic market
in Kyangin Township.

In Kyangin Township,
locally produced bitter gourd
have begun to be harvested,
and since the first week of
March up to the present,
demand for the crop has
been strong and trading has
been active. It is reported
that about 40,000 to 55,000
market-grade bitter gourds
produced in the area are
being traded daily.

“A lot of buyers are now
purchasing the bitter gourds
produced in our township,
so trading has become brisk.
At present, the bitter gourds

Township

&
3

grown as a winter crop in
the region are coming into
harvest. The gourds are also
of good quality. Buyers from
local markets as well as
nearby regional fresh pro-
duce markets are purchas-
ing them in large quantities.
Daily sales are currently
increasing. The locally pro-
duced bitter gourds are free
from pests and of good qual-
ity, and the yield is also
good,” said Daw Aye Thu.
In Kyangin Township,
where the crop is being har-
vested and trading remains
active, the price of bitter
gourds is currently around
K32,000 per 100 fruits. The
bitter gourds and other fresh
produce from the area are
being transported and sold to
markets in Pathein, Pantanaw
and Maubin. Kyaw Kyaw Lin
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Hinthada Township sells Emahta rice to

Yangon market in February

i

-

PASstockpile of: ﬁ}e1'in a,warehouse?

Hinthada March 11

Local traders from
Hinthada Township of Ay-
eyawady Region supplied
large quantities of Emahta
rice bags to Yangon market
in February, said Daw Mar
Mar Lwin, the owner of
rice and paddy trading in
Hinthada Township.

From Hinthada Town-
ship to the Yangon market,
only about 40,000 bags of
24-pyi Emahta rice were
transported and sold during
the one-month period in
January. However, within
one month of February this
year, exports increased to
about 50,000 bags of 24-

pyi Emahta rice. The rice
variety is classified un-
der the non-premium rice
group.

“During the past month,
a large volume of Emahta
paddy from this area was
transported and sold to the
Yangon market. Agricul-
tural products from Hin-

thada Township are mostly
sent to the Yangon market.
There are also many orders
this month from buyers in
Yangon for the Emahta rice
variety. Both within the past
month and at present, trad-
ing of this type of rice has
been more active. The rice
bags are mainly transported
and sold by road,” said Daw
Mar Mar Lwin.

It is learned that Emahta
rice (24-pyi bags) transport-
ed and sold from Hinthada

' Township to the Yangon

market over the past month
fetched up to K99,000 per
bag. As trading of the pad-
dy has improved, farm-
ers, traders, loading and
unloading workers, and
cargo truck rental operators
are gaining employment
opportunities.

Kyaw Kyaw Lin

Venezuela reports

record drug seizures
in 2025 to UN

Caracas March 11

Venezuela seized nearly
66 tonnes of drugs in 2025,
up 64.44 percent from a
year earlier to a record high,
National Anti-Drug Super-
intendent Danny Ferrer told
the UN Commission on
Narcotic Drugs (CND), the
Venezuelan government said
Tuesday.

In a news release, Ven-
ezuela's Ministry of Interior,
Justice and Peace said Ferrer
made the remarks during the
69th session of the CND be-
ing held in Vienna, Austria.

Ferrer stressed that the
amount of drugs seized in
2025 marked the highest

level recorded in the past
two decades, adding that the
result was achieved through
policies implemented by the
Venezuelan government and
cooperation with at least 11
countries.

He highlighted the
strengthening of Venezuela's
prevention and control capa-
bilities to neutralize criminal
organizations involved in
drug trafficking.

On domestic anti-drug
efforts, Ferrer said the coun-
try has made significant
progress in reducing de-
mand, with preventive pro-
grams reaching more than
2.5 million people. Xinhua

Sweet corns in high demand at domestic
market in Pathein Township

Pathein March 11

Daw Aye Aye Moe, the
agricultural produce trad-
ing in Pathein Township of
Ayeyawady Region said that
sweet corns trading is higher
at the domestic market in
Pathein Township.

In Pathein Township,
demand for locally produced
sweet corn has been strong
and trading has remained
active from the first week of
March up to the present. The
increased demand is attrib-
uted to stronger purchases
not only from local markets
but also from buyers in other
regions.

“Locally produced sweet
corn is being purchased not
only in the local market but
also by buyers from other
regions. Demand has notice-
ably increased since the first
week of this month. In addi-
tion to the strong demand,

prices have also improved

slightly. The Yangon market
is actively purchasing sweet

corn produced in this area. |

Because the output of beans
has declined, demand for
sweet corn has increased and
trading has become brisk,”
said Daw Moe Moe Aye.
Agricultural produce §
traders in Pathein Township

purchase locally produced
sweet corn and distribute
it to the Yangon market by
cargo trucks. The locally

produced sweet corn is re-

ported to be free from pests,
and the market price cur-
rently ranges from K30,500
to K35,000 per 100 ears.
Kyaw Kyaw Lin

Summer paddy planted on more than 11 OOO
acres of farmlands in Homalin Township

Homalin March 11

Local farmers grew
11,229 acres of summer
paddy in Homalin Township
of Sagaing Region, according
to the township Agriculture
Department.

During the 2025-2026
summer cropping season in
Homalin Township, a total
of 11,000 acres of summer
paddy had been targeted for
cultivation. Planting began
in January this year, and as
of today, 11,229 acres have
already been completed,

exceeding the original target.

“This year, Homa-
lin Township set a target
of 11,000 acres for sum-
mer paddy cultivation, and
11,229 acres have already
been planted. We have been
providing technical guidance
to summer paddy farmers,
raising awareness on pest
prevention, preventing crop
losses, and advising farm-
ers to ensure that harvested
paddy is transported under
shelter in a timely manner,”
said Daw Su Su Htwe, Town-

ship Head of the Homalin
Township Department of
Agriculture.

In Homalin Township,
to help farmers increase per-
acre yields and achieve target
production levels, quality
seeds are being distributed,
technical pamphlets are be-
ing provided, farmer train-
ing courses and educational
talks are being conducted,
and efforts are being made to
ensure the timely availabil-
ity of necessary agricultural
inputs.

Farmers have also been
urged to coordinate with the
Department of Agriculture
in advance to prepare for
timely planting of summer
paddy and other crops af-
ter the harvest of monsoon
paddy and monsoon crops.
This includes following of-
ficial guidelines on pest and
disease prevention, undertak-

Israeli strikes in
Lebanon kill 570; nearly

760,000 displaced:
Lebanese gov't

Beirut March 11

The death toll from ongo-
ing Israeli attacks on Lebanon
has risen to 570, with 1,444
others wounded since the
escalation began on March 2,
figures released on Tuesday
by the Disaster Risk Manage-
ment Unit at the Lebanese
Council of Ministers showed.

The conflict has triggered
large-scale displacement
across the country. About
759,300 people have been
registered as displaced, ac-

s cording to government data.

Authorities said 122,600
displaced people are currently
staying in 580 shelters set
up across various regions to
house families forced to flee
their homes amid the continu-
ing hostilities.

Meanwhile, Israel carried

out three airstrikes on Beirut's
southern suburbs on Tuesday
afternoon, Lebanon's National

ing soil nutrient management | S5

activities, and making ad-
vance arrangements to secure
quality seeds.

206

News Agency reported, and
continued strikes on several
areas in southern Lebanon.
Hezbollah said it launched
rockets from Lebanon toward
Israel early on March 2 for
the first time since a ceasefire
was declared on Nov. 27,
2024. The move prompted
the Lebanese government to
ban the group's security and
military activities, limiting it
to political work and requiring
it to hand over its weapons.
The Israeli military said
it had launched what it de-
scribed as an "offensive mili-
tary campaign" against Hez-
bollah, carrying out heavy
airstrikes across multiple
Lebanese areas and conduct-
ing ground incursions near
the border. It also warned
residents to evacuate areas
south of the Litani River and
Beirut's southern suburbs.
Xinhua
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